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God  is  Love. 


GOD,  thou  firft  and  greatefl  of  all  beings,  abfo* 
liitdy  perfe£k,  the  creator  and  iather  of  all,  we 
are  here  congregated  in  thy  pref<$nce,  to  devote 
ourfelves  to  the  moft  fublime,  the  itiofl  blifsful 
occupation  of  which  mankind  is  capable,  the  con- 
templation of  thee ;  to  contemplate  thee  as  the  eter* 
nal,  ever  flowing  and  inexhauflible  fount  of  life,  of 
latisfadion,  of  joy,  of  happinefs  -^  a^  dSTential  love  1 
May  we  in  purfuing  this  loftieft  of  all  themes  fuf- 
pend  at  lead  for  the  time  every  inveterate  h^bit  of 
vice,  fhake  off  every  rifmg  propenfity  to  evil ;  for 
the  place  ^hereon  we  (land  is  holy  ground*  And 
may  that  pure  fpirit  of  truth,  which  alone  is  able  to 
guide  us  into  all  truth,  aflifl:  our  conceptions,  that 
they  may  be  worthy  of  thee,  and  fuch  as  befits  crea«> 
tures  to  whom  thou  haft  been  fo  eminently  kind, 
and  whom  thou  haft  fo  highly  favoured  !  Ah,  may 
it  raife  our  minds,  enlarge  our  hearts,  that  we  may 
behold  thy  glory,  be  fenfible  to  thy  love,  and  in  the 
lively  fenfe  of  it  be  happy !  —  Now,  while  we  are 
laborioufly  ftriving  to  repudiate  every  low  terreftrial 
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idea  •— *  laborioufly  endeavouring  to  elevate  our  minds 
to  thee,  myriads  of  fuperior  unencumbered  fpirits 
are  adoring  thee  as  the  God  of  love,  and,  entirely 
pervaded  by  the '  fentiment  of  thy  love,  enjoy  exta- 
tic,  ineffable  felicities !     Oh,  that  at  lead  one  ray  of 
that   more  brilliant  light  tvhich  enlightens  them, 
one  fpark  of  that  fuperior  life,  of  that  more  fervent 
devotion  which  animates  them,   might  glance  into 
our  hearts,  inflame  them  with  thy  love,  and  enable 
us  to  know  and  to  feel,  fomewhat  of  that  which  no 
mtefiigent  beihg  can  underfland  and  feel  withouC 
joy  and  fetidty,  and  what  hereafter  wifl  be  iihe 
fupreme  joy  and  everlafting  felicity  of  us  and  all 
mankind,  of  all  intelligent  beings !     God»  aflSs&ion- 
ate  pareit,  even  now  may  thy  love  be  gfarified  in 
us,  ftrengthen  actr  weaknefs,  quicken  our  dying 
life,  and  cavde  us  every  wliere  to  perceive  thee  and 
to  feel  thy  love !  —  To  thee  who  Kveft  and  reig!neft 
for  ever  the  God  of  our  falvaticm  and  hope,  we  thy 
reafonable  clotures,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  ia 
full  reliance  on  his  promifes,  afk  of  thee  diefe  graces, 
and  thus  further  addrefs  thee :  Our  father,  &c« 

JOHN  iv.  1 6. 

And  we  have  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us. 
God  is  love  ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwellcth  in  God, 
mnd  God  in  hinu 

/^OD  is  love !     Who,  my  dear  friends,  who  has 

tvet  expreflfed  fo  much  truth,  fo  much  fublime, 

all  involving,  heart  and  foul  rejoicing  truth,  in  fo 

few  words  as  the  apofUe  of  Jefus  in  our  text  f    And 

who 
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lyhp  was  more  capable^  as  far  as  man  is  capable,  o£ 
being  thoroughly  fenfible  to  this  truth,  than  he,  the 
fllYourite  oiour  liord,  the  mofl  aflfe&ionate  difciple 
of  the  (endereft  ipafter ;  he,  whofe  fenfible,  fenti- 
moiital  heart  was  continually  oyerflowing  with  love» 
who  embraced  all  the  confe0br$  of  Jefus  with  fuch 
^  glo\img  cordiality,  and  even  in  hi$  extreme  old 
^g^  preached  love  to  theoi  as  the  firit  and  grated 
commandment  of  chriftianity,  as  the  pureft  fource 

<?f  virtue  and  of  felicity  ? But  who  of  us,  my 

pious  hearers,  who  of  all  the  children  of  men,  which 
of  9U  created  beings  can  thoroughly  apprehend  the 
idea,  the  grand,  the  glorious  idea,  God  is  love  ? 
Whofe  heart  is  fo  large,  fo  pure  and  ftrong,  as  to  be 
thpvoughly  warmed  and  pervaded  by  the  fublimeft  of 
all  fentiments,  the  fentimimt  that  God  is  love,  and 
not  iaint  under  it  ?  — -  -r-  To  i^,  my  chriftiap  bro« 
thers  and  fifters,  who  are  this  day  aflembled  to 
enjoy  the  repaft  of  love,  to  us  this  idea  cannot  be 
Ibrelign,  this  fentiment  cannot  be  unknown*  But 
yyhether  this  ^doa  difiufes  a  light,  a  clear  and  radi* 
ant  light  upon  qmt,  iqinds  ;  whether  this  fentiment 
Is  prpdu£tiye  of  Vh  and  fdidty  to  us,  is  a  queftion 
of  higt^  ^mportancef  Such  is  its  proper  effed,  my 
dear  firiends^  and  this  it  will  infallibly  produce,  if 
we  open  the  avenues  of  our  hearts  to  its  genial 
influgnfit^.  Oh  then,  might  I  he  fp  happy  as,  in 
diefe  moments  devoted  to  religious  in{tru£tion,  to 
^ve  you  a  full  view  of  this  firft,  this  grandeQ:  of 
all  truths,  the  tradi,  that  Gpd  is  love,  refiner  it  truly 
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afie^ng  to  your  hearts,  and  by  it  diffufe  joy  and 
felicity  within  you  and  about  you  ! 

But  where  (hall  I  begin  —  where  break  off-—  in 
attempting  to  demonftn^e  a  fa£k,  which  has  more 
proofs  in  its  behalf,  than  there  are  ftars  in  the  fir* 
mament  and  fands  on  the  fea  (hore ;  which  is  proved 
and  will  be  for  ever  proved  by  every  living,  feafitive, 
intelligent,  improvable  being  in  heaven  and  on 
eaith  ?  —  God  is  love,  he  intends  the  welfare  of 
all  his  creatures,  defigns  them  to  be  happy,  delights 
in  their  faappinefs,  is  inceilantly  promoting  it  in  all 
pofTible  methods,  and  finds  in  the  promotion  of  it 
his  own  fupreme  felicity  :  this,  o  man,  this  all  na- 
ture declares  to  thee  and  particulariy  thy  own,  the 
human  nature ;  this  is  declared  to  thee  by  all  reli- 
gion and  particularly  by  chriflianity  in  the  fupper  of 
our  lord,  in  a  voice  ib  diflinft  and  clear  that  it  can- 
not be  miflaken. 

Only  open  thy  eyes,  cafl  thy  looks  around  thee 
in  the  univerfe  of  thy  God,  confider  all  the  parts  of 
its  ceconomy,  all  its  inhabitants,  all  its  goods,  and 
fee  whether  thou  doft  not  everywhere  difcem  the 
fhining  traces  of  benevolence,  of'  parental  care  and 
tendemefs,  the  moft  glorious  provifions  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  that  is  and  lives,  and  particularly  for 
thy  own.  —  The  earth  that  bears  thee ;  its  lovely, 
finiling  afpeft  that  gladdens  thy  heart ;  the  air  which 
thou  breathed;  the  food  which  nourifhes  and 
ilrOT^ens  thee;  the  liquors  that  refrefh  thee; 
the  garment  that  covers  thee ;  the  dwelling  that 
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thelcers  thee  ;  the  glory  of  the  meads^  the  fields^  the 
mountains,  the  waters,  the  forefls  which  are  difpjay- 
cd  to  thy  view  in  every  feafon  of  the  year  in  fuch  a 
different  garb ;  the  diverfity,  the  beauty,  the  utility 
of  the  trees,  the  ihrubs,  the  plants,  the  herbs ;  the 
fragrance  and  the  artificiai  t^cture  of  the  flowars ; 
die  blithe  warbling  of  the  birds ;  the  fportive  geftures 
of  the  animals  attefUng  the  fenriment^  of  felf  and 
the  exuberance  of  joy ;  the  various,  inexhauftible 
energies  concentrated  in  all  living  and  lifelefs  crea-^ 
tures,  and  unfolding  and  appearing  in  numberlefs 
ways  ;   their  general,  ever-aftive  propenfity  to  ap« 
proach  and  unite ;  their  mutual  dependence  and  con* 
nedion ;  the  continual  prefervation  and  propagation 
of  the  feveral  fpecies ;  the  inceflant  augmentation  of 
life  and  aftion  among  mankind  and  the  brute  crea- 
tion ;  the  innumerable  kinds  of  the  pleafure  and  the 
fatis&£tion  of  which  they  sure  feverally  capable,  to 
the  gratification  whereof  they   all  know  and  find 
the  proper  fources  and  means,  and  which  they  all, 
more  or  lefs,  in  one  way  or  another  enjoy ;  the 
jovial  fwarms  of  various  fenfitive  beings,  glad  of 
their  exiftence,  revelling  in  the  air  smd  on  the 
ground,  on  the  hills  and  in  the  dales,  on  the  leaf  of 
the  lowlieft  (hrub  and  in  the  fummits  of  the  loftieft 
trees,  which  thou  mayft  fee  and  hear  and  trace  in  a 
iingle  day  of  fpring  or  fummer  and  within  the  limits 
of  a  moderate  field :  what  do  all  thefe  proclaim  to 
^thee,  but,  God  is  love;  he  creates  and  preferves 
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and  difleminates  ereryvhefe  life  and  joy  and  hap^ 

pmefis. 

And  then,  o  man,  the  fun,  which  enlightens  and 
ijTanns  thee,  and  ferdlizes  and  bleffes  diy  fields ;  the 
moon,  that  with  ferener  ray  illumes  and  cheers  the 
melancholy  £sice  of  night ;  the  evening  diat  conftahtljf 
ihuts  in  the  day,  and  the  morning  VbAt  regularly  Tt* 
Stores  the  light ;  the  countleft  hoft  of  ftars  that  ravifii 
and  exalt  thy  foul,  that  lifts  it  to  d\e  d^,  and  at 
laft  abforbs  it  m  extatic  trani|>orts  of  aniidpatitms, 
hop^  and  pro(|)eds :  what  fays  all  this  to  thee, 
bnt,  Giod  is  bve,  and  hi^  love  is  inexhauftible  in 
bounty  i  it  Itretches  as  far  as  die  expanfe  of  heiven 
eictendis ;  it  embi^ces  all  worlds,  and  Aere  is  no 
fpedes  of  joy,  of  pleafure,  of  happinefs,  that  is  not 
enjoyed  hi  its  immenfe  dominion. 

And  tf  thou  now  proceed  to  xronfider  thy  nature, 
huhiah  natiirfe  in  particular,  0  man,  how  plainly 
does  it  teftify,  that  God  is  love !  —  Thy  fight,  thy 
hearing,  thy  fthell,  thy  tafte,  thy  touch,  what  artifi- 
icSal  organs,  what  watchful,  ever-a£Uve  fpies  and  i^ 
porters  bf  the  moft  varied  delight,  the  moft  agree- 
able fenfiid6ns !  -Canft  thou  open  thy  eyes,  with- 
out beholdhig  innumerable  wonders  and  beatxties  ik 
the  univerfe  of  God?  Canft  thou  hearken,  and 
not  hear  the  various  founds  of  truth,  of  wifdom,  of 
humanity,  of  friendfhip,  of  joy,  or  of  pity,  and 
Confolation  ?  Canft  thou  ever  provide  for  diy  fup- 
port  bytaeat  alnd  drink,  but  diy  tafte  and  thy  finell 
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are  gratified  and  regaled  in  various  ways  ?  Are 
not  motion  and  reft,  labour  and  recreation,  the 
works  of  nature  and  the  works  of  art  fources  of 
mod  agreeable  fenfations  ?  Canft  thou  ever  ufe 
one  of  thy  limbs,  without  admiring  its  pliancy,  its 
manifold  utility,  its  accurate  connexion  with  the 
body,  and  rejddng  in  the  many  good  purpofes  to 
which  thou  canft  make  it  fubfervient  ?  And  who 
has  endowed  thee  with  thefe  organs  of  fenie,  with 
thefe  curioulty  contrived  members?  Who  efta* 
bliOied  this  relation  between  them  and  outward  ob* 
je&s  ?  Is  it  not  God,  and  mufl  not  the  God  who 
has  thus  conftruded  thy  body,  be  love  ? 

And  thy  mind,  o  man,  which  can  notice,  appre^ 
hend,  enjoy,  rejoice  in  all  this ;  thy  foul,  which  caa 
&ink,  with  confcioufhefs  think,  coUeft,  compare, 
^odate  its  ideas,  lay  rhem  up  for  future  ufe  and  in*- 
creafe  them  to  infinity ;  thy  mind,  whidh  can  in« 
<{oire,  examine,  difcover,  conclude  from  vifible  ob« 
je&B  concerning  invifible,  from  the  eSeds  infer  the 
-caufe,  afcend  from  the  creatures  to  the  creator,  and 
at  once  take  in  both  heaven  and  earth,  time  and 
eternity;  thy  tamd^  which  is  fufceptibie  of  the 
pleafure  that  ffmngs  from  the  knowledge  of  truth 
and  the  inceffant  advancement  in  it,  is  able  to  enter* 
tain  Ae  exalted  hope  of  immortality,  to  procure  it- 
felf,  in  the  mofl  fequeftered  folitude,  in  the  pro4 
founded  fhades  of  night,  the  pureft,  the  fublimeft 
joys,  and  feels  that  it  is  defigned  for  dill  fuperiof 
delights :  how  diftindly  does  this  teftify,  that  Ood 
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is  love,  that  he  has  created  thee  for  happinefs  an4 
made  thee  capable  of  it  to  an  eminent  degree  ? 

YeSy  God  is  love ;  this  is  confirmed  alfo  by  our 
moral  nature^  We  need  not  follow  the  mere 
impulfe  of  mechanical  forces,  not  blindly  aft  by 
irrefiftible  inftindt.  We  may  propofe  to  ourfelves 
aims,  purfi||^  attain  them  —  can  chufe  between  the 
good  and  bad,  the  better  and  the  worfe,  — -  z6t  upon 
clearly  known  principles  and  perceptions,  — -  ftrive 
after  higher  perfection  and  approach  it  perpetually 
Hearer.  —  We  are  capable  of  adopting  a  legitimate 
rule  of  condud,  of  generous  fentiments,  of  difin* 
terefled,  magnanimous  anions,  of  fpiritual,  empy« 
real  pleafures  — -  can  continually  enlarge  our  fj^ere 
of  a£tion,  improve  our  condition,  flrengthen  and  ia^ 
creafe  our  abilities  by  exercife,  refine  and  dignify 
our  nature^  and  become  ev^r  wifer,  ever  better,  ever 
more  god&e ;  we  can  participate  with  the  deity  in 
the  pleafure  of  pure  beneficence.  Could  our  mind 
and  our  heart  more  diftindly  fay,  God  is  love  ?  Yes^ 
aiTuredly  he  is  love,  for, 

Likewife  within  us,  his  creatures  and  children,  he 
has  implanted  a  love  for  one  another,  has  aflbciated 
with  every  fentiment  and  exertion  of  love,  felicity 
and  joy,  with  every  defe£k  and  every  violation  of  it 
grief'  and  mifery ;  has  fixed  in  our  hearts  the 
ftrongeft  propenfity  to  fociability,  to  intercourfe,  to 
intimate  connexion  with  one  another,  the  flrongeil 
propenfity  to  compaflion,  to  relief,  to  beneficence,  to 
the  mutual  communication  of  our  latisfa^ons  and 
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pleafui^ ;  —has  made  every  true  friend  of  humanity 
honourable  to  his  brethren,  and  imprefled  him  as{  it 
were  with  the  (lamp  of  divinity,  and  whenever,, 
hoodwinked  by  felf-intereft  and  paiTion,  we  ad  con- 
trary to  it,  we  thus  put  ourfelves  in  an  unnatural, 
violent,  extremely  difagreeable  ftate,  ceafe  to  be  con- 
tented and  happy,  and  feel,  more  or  leis,  that  we 
have  thereby  obfcured  the  faireft  lineament  of  the 
divine  fimilitude  in  us,  and  belied  our  celeftial 
origin.  Thus  clearly,  my  dear  friends,  does  all 
nature,  and  particularly  the  nature  of  man,  atteft 
that  God  is  love ! 

And  the  fame  thing  is  loudly  proclaimed  to  us  by 
religion  in  general  and  by  chriftianity  in  particular* 
God  is  love :  this  we  are  taught  by  the  fcope  and  de- 
fign ;  this  we  are  taught  by  the  whole  fubjed-matter 
of  religion.  Or  what  may  be  the  defigu  of  religion  ? 
Is  it  to  impofe  burdens  upon  us,  to  maft*  us  melan« 
choly,  faint-hesated,  to  forbid  us  all  pleafure,  or  to 
mingle  it  with  bittemefe,  to  infpire  us  with  dread 
and  horror  of  God,  to  render  us  gloomy,  fuUen,  un- 
focial,  to  make  us  felf-tormentors  ?  Nay  but  es.- 
aftly  the  reverie  of  srtl  this.  It  is  defigned  to  alle- 
viate to  us  the  unavoidable  burdens  of  life,  to  levd 
and  cheer  the  path  of  it,  to  fvveeten  its  bittemefs,  to 
refine  and  multiply  its  innocent  pleafures,  to  preferve 
ns  from  folly  and  fin  and  thereby  from  the  ge- 
nerality and  the  greateft  of  evils,  to  lead  us  to 
ipdfdom  and  virtue,  and  by  their  means  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  pureft  fatisfafdons,  to  give  us  hope 
f       *        6  and 
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and  confidence  in  God,  to  teach  us  moderation  and 
contentment,  to  form  us  into  fincere  and  adive 
^ends  of  humanity^  and  even  to  make  the  2ffli6don 
of  life  beneficial  and  the  thoughts  of  death  confoling* 
Such,  my  dear  friends,  is  the  defign  and  appoint*! 
ment  of  religion :  fuch  the  affedionate  purpofe  of 
the  God  from  whom  we  received  it !  And  what  is 
the  tendency  of  its  dodrines,  its  precepts,  its  pQ> 
mifes  ?  Are  they  not  all  calculated  to  diffiife  life  and 
joy  and  happinefs  within  us  and  without  us  ?  Or, 

Is  the  deity  not  love,  who  reveals  himfelf  to  us  as 
thecreator,  the  preferver,  the  fovereign,  the  bther 
of  the  univerfe  and  of  all  mankind ;  who  certifies  us 
that  his  watchful  eye  of  providence  extends  to  all, 
even  beneath  the  minuted  affairs  of  mankind,  to  the 
feemingly  lefs  important  adions  of  the  fenfible  and 
inaniQiate  world ;  that  the  lilies  of  the  field  owe  their 
little  honoVB  to  his  forming  hand ;  that  the  fail  of 
the  meaneft  fparrow  is  not  difregarded  by  his  ob.« 
ferving  eye ;  and  that  in  his  book,  not  only  the  lives 
of  men,  but  the  very  hairs  of  their  heads  are  num- 
bered, —  that  he  knows  our  neceflities  and  defires 
before  they  are  formed  into  prayer,  that  he  is  never 
far  from  any  one  of  u^  though  far  indeed  removed 
from  us  in  his  efTence,  he,  by  his  influence  furrounds 
us  all }  that  this  paternal  affedion  is  not  confined 
to.any  one  fed  or  nation,  but  diffufed  in  one  com^ 
mon  care  over  all  the  fons  of  men :  that  in  every 
nation  he  that  feareth  him  and  worketh  lighteoufiMfr 
is  accepted  of  him :  that  he  inhabits  inacceflible 

lights 
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light,  tmdiTcemed,  indifcernible  by  men ;  that  yet  he 
is  not  indolent  and  inadive  to  negle£t  or  forget 
as,  but  that  v^out  his  confent  nothing  can  befall 
its,  that  he  is  conftantly  near  us  with  grace  and 
help?  •—  -—  Is  that  God  not  love,  who  allows  us, 
^ho  commands  us,  with  filial  franknels  to  approach 
him,  to  pour  out  our  hearts  without  refenre  before 
him,  and  always  to  expedt  the  bed  of  his'  paternal 
providence  ?  Who  like  a  tender  parent  recalls  even 
his  prodigal,  guilty  children  from  the  error  of  their 
Wloj%  giving  them  to  know,  that  he  is  ready  to 
nceive  them  again,  to  fpare  them,  to  forgive  them 
their  fins  amd  failings,  to  fave  them  from  thar  fatal 
conlequenoes,  to  condud  thefn  to  happinefs,  if  they 
wfll  only  turn  to  him,  change  their  temper  and  their 
courle  of  life  and  fubmit  to  be  led  and  guided  by 
him  ?  -«--'—  Is  that  God  not  love,  who  npohibits  us 
nothing  except  ^what  is  hurtful  to  ourfems  and  our 
brethren^  what  would  be  degrading  both  to  them  an4 
n%  would  diminifli  and  difturb  more  elevated  plea- 
fures,  rob  us  df  more  lafling  fatisfa&ions,  and  bring 
pain  and  mifery  upon  us ;  and  enjoins  us  nothing  but 
what  is  good  and  profitable  in  itfelf  and  in  its  conie* 
quences,  what  procures  to  us  and  to  others  health 
and  life,  vigour  and  vivacity  of  mind,  tranquillity  c^ 
heart,  contentment  and  joy,  what  may  promote  and 
confirm  the  general  intereft  equally  with  our  own, 
our  prefent  and  future  happinefs  ?  —  —  Is  that  God 
not  love,  who  is  fo  entirely  defirous  that  all  men 
ihouM  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and 
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attain  to  the  pofTefHon  of  eternal  happinefs,  that  he 
promifes  moft  exprefsly  to  fend  his  holy  fpirit  to 
ailift  our  endeavours  to  attain  it,  who  offers  us  his 
mod  gracious  aid  in  the  performance  of  our  du- 
ties,  help  in  time  of  need,  a  fafe-guard  in  dangers, 
folace  in  afRidions,  deliverance  in  death,  emandpa* 
lion  from  the  grave  and  corruption,  everkfUng  life, 
interminating,  continually  increafmg  faappineis? 
Does  not  therefore  all  religion  loudly  teftify  that 
God  is  love  ? 

And  chriftianity  in  particular,  what  a'  prodigioiii 
Weight  does  that  give  to  this  teftimony !  How  glo* 
irioufly  does  it  fet  its  feal  to  this  comfortable  truth ! 
Oh,  my  dear  friends,  can  we  confider  what  God  has 
done  for  us  through  Jefus,  and  yet  entertain  a  doubt, 
that  he  is  effential  love !  What  heights,  what  depths 
of  love,  of ^love  unutterable,  do  we  here  difcover ! 
What  is  dis  whole  of  chriftianity  but  love  i  Ah, 
furety  love  is  the  fubftance  of  all  the  grand,  the  gb^ 
rious  arrangements  which  God  has  made  for  the  r^ 
covery  of  fmful  man !  That  he,  that  ha^py  and 
cmly  potentate,  that  lord  of  all  dominion  who  alone 
poffcffes  immortality,  the  perfeft  being,  the  felf-ori- 
ginated,  all-fufficient  deity,  fhould  fend  to  us  on 
earth  his  fon,  the  only-begotten,  the  well-beloved, 
to  us,  helplefs,  forlorn,  unworthy  mortals,  proclaim 
to  us  by  him  deliverance,  favour,  life,  felicity,  cer» 
tify  us  of  his  more  than  parental  tendemefs,  and 
caufe  him  to  die  on  the  crofs  as  a  facrifice  for  the 
•fins  of  the  world  ;  is  this  not  love,  pure,  cflicacipus, 

match- 
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matchlefsy  Jlupehdous  love  ?  —  Love  is  the  bafis  of 
all  that  Jefus  taught,  did,  fuffered  in  behalf  of  man^ 
kind.  That  he,  the  lord  of  glory,  irradiated  with 
divine  effulgence,  blefled  with  celeftial  joy,  before 
whom  the  hofts  of  heaven  bow,  whom  all  the  angeU 
worfhip,  that  he  fhould  leave  the  realms  of  bliis» 
take  ,upon  him  the  limitations,  the  harcMdps,  the 
burdens  of  the  terreftrial  li&,  exchange  his  throne 
for  the  (late  of  a  fervant,  his  bright  abode  for  the 
dark  night  of  human  mifery,  and  at  laft  condefcend 
to  undergo  mod  cniel  fufferings  and  an  ignominious 
death,  is  that  not  love,  ineffable  inconceivable  love? 
And  did  he  not  perform  and  fufier  all  this  for  con- 
vincing mankind  of  the  truth,  for  convincing  them 
by  the  moft  palpable  and  irrefutable  proofs,  that  the 
deity  who  had  fent  him,  and  whofe  work  he  finiffied 
on  earth,  is  love  ?  Tes,  my  dear  friends,  every  doc- 
trine that  he  delivered,  every  ad  that  he  performs- 
ed,  every  inftance  of  relief  that  he  afforded,  every 
patient  that  he  made  whole,  every  perturbed  mind 
that  he  foothed,  every  profligate  whom  he  re.- 
formed  every  prerogative  .that  he  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered,  every  fatisfa&ion  that  he  gave  up,  every 
trouble  that  he  took  upon  him,  every  afflidion  that 
)ie  bore,  every  pang  that  pierced  his  heart,  every 
tear  that  flowed  from  his  eyes,  was  a  proof,  a  mani- 
feft  proof  that  God  is  ever  inclined  to  fuccour  man- 
kind, to  deliver  them,  to  do  them  good,  to  blefs  and 
profper  them,  that  he  is  eflential  love. 
And  what  breathe  all  the  commandm^ts  that 

God 
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God  has  given  us  by  his  fon  Jeftis,  but  love  ?  What 
IS  thdr  tendency  but  love,  univerfkl^  difintenfted, 
generous,  a£dve  iove  among  chriftians,  amongft  all 
mankind  ?  Love  is  the  fum  and  the  fulfilling  of  die 
law,  the  vkal  f[nrit  of  chriftianity,  the  diftindive  cha* 
ra£ber  of  the  dildples  of  our  lord,  the  honour  and 
the  nobKty  of  *every  genuine  chriftian,  die  rule  by 
which  all  our  fates  will  be  determined  at  that  great 
day,  the  day  of  judgment  and  of  retribodon ;  and 
Ae  God  who  gave  us  tfaefe  oomfhandments,  who 
jp^cribed  and  fandioned  thefe  laws,  who  eftabliibed 
them  as  the  rule  of  our  life  and  the  fource  pf  our 
^icity,  the  God  with  whom  mercy  is  of  more  ac- 
count than  facrifice,  to  whom  relief  adminiftered  to 
the  wretched  is  of  greater  value  than  fabbaths  and 
li^vak,  and  who  beholds  nc^hing  with  more  ia- 
vnrd  complacency,  than  the  mutual  benevolence 
and  benefkenoe  of  his  children,  mull  he  not  be  com* 
fummate  efficacious  love  ? 

And  in  fhort  what  is  diis  rq»ft  whereof  we  are 
now  aflembled  to  partake,  but  a  banquet  of  love, 
the  love  of  God,  die  love  of  Jefus,  die  love  of  our 
bi^diren?  Here  we  ai^  to  have  fellowfliip  with  the 
&ther  and  with  the  fon,  and  fellowfliip  one  with 
anodier,  -^  to  rejoice  in  the  father  as  our  tenderefl:^ 
moft  gracious  parent,  and  in  his  fon  as  our  deliverer 
and  faviour,  and  in  one  another  as  his  brethren  and 
his  fifters.  Here  we  are  to  enjoy  the  entire  felicity 
of  a  family  united  in  affeftion,  met  to  celd^rate  the 
feftival  of  their  firft-bom  brother,  through  whom  the 

father 
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father  has  blefled  and  ftill  bleffes  thetn  all,  and  re- 
joicing by  anticipation  in  that  happy  hour  when  he 
ihall  return,  and  gather  them  to  him,  that  where 
he  is  there  they  fliall  alfo  be. Thus,  my  pi- 
ous hearers,  do  heaven  and  earth,  nature  and  reh- 
gion,  the  deftination  of  man  and  the  deflgn  of  chrifti- 
anity,  all  that  God  has  done,  and  all  thai  he  has 
commanded  and  promifed  us,  with  one  united  vdce,' 
in  terms  diftinft  and  clear,  proclaim  the  everlafting 
truth,  that,  God  is  love ! 

And  this  truth,  my  dear  friends,  ihould  no  idea  of 
apparent  diforder,  of  imaginary  or  real  evil  in  the 
world;  no  fentiment  of  diftrefs,  of  afflidion,  of 
pain ;  no  mifcarriage  of  our  aims  and  defires  ihould 
fever  or  obliterate  from  our  minds  this  mod  confoling, 
moft  certain  of  all  truths ! 

No,  God  is  love,  but  wife  and  fagadous  love, 
which  decrees  not  ends  without  means ;  chufes  not 
every  good,  but  only  thebeft  means  to  thofe  ends ; 
is  not  profufe  of  benefadions  without  difcrimination, 
without  reafon,  without  choice,  but  is  always  kind 
in  that  method  and  proportion  as  is  belt  fuited  to  the 
capacities,  the  wants,  the  conneftions  of  his  crea- 
tures and  the  greateft  poilible  benefit  of  his  family 
at  large.  God  is  love,  but  prudent,  righteous  love, 
not  fondly  complying  vnth  every  wifh  of  his  chil- 
dren, not  gratifying  all  their  cupidities,  which  are 
often  incompatible  and  foolifh,  but  knowing  when 
to  withdraw  from  them  abufed,  or  pernicious  boun- 
ties, dangerous  fucceifes,  and  even  to  viiit  them 
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with  direful  calamities,  whenever  it  is  meet  and  fa- 
lutary  for  them  and  agreeable  to  his  fuperior,  though 
hidden  purpofes.  God  is  love,  but  impartial,  uni« 
verfal  love,  encircling  all  that  he  has  created,  inte- 
refted  in  all,  rendering  all,  fooner  or  later,  thus 
or  otherwife,  happy  ;  difpenfing  indeed  largefles  ac- 
cording to  his  wife  good-pleafure,  but  never  treat- 
ing one  with  exceflive  indulgence  and  another  with 
extreme  feverity,  never  without  reafon  withholding 
from  one  what  he  grants  without  reafon  to  the  other ; 
never,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  taken  among  man- 
kind, propitious  or  unpropitious,  inclined  or  averfe, 

eafy  or  difficult  to  be  intreated. God  is  love, 

but  is  love  as  God,  as  the  fupremely  perfeft  being, 
incapable  of  any  human  infirmity,  of  any  human 
paffion ;  combining  with  the  mod  inward,  effica- 
cious propeniity  to  beneficence  an  infdlible  under- 
ftanding,  an  unalterable  attachment  to  truth  and  or- 
der, and  in  all  that  he  decrees,  permits  and  does, 
takes  into  coniideradon  the  prefent  and  the  future, 
time  and  eternity,  particulars  and  the  whole. 

Coniider  this,  o  man,  fo  wilt  thou  never  doubt 
the  truth,  that  God  is  love,  —  even  then  not 
doubt  it,  when  he  chailens  and  punifhes  thee  or 
thy  brethren,  when  he  refufes  thee  or  thy  brethren 
any  of  your  petitions,  when  he  leads  and  conducts 
thee  or  thy  brethren  otherwife  than  is  agreeable 
to  your  apprehenfions  and  wifhes !  Only  forget 
not  that  thou  art  child  and  that  he  is  father,  and 
that  the  diftance  between  him  and  thee  is  far  greater, 

infinitely 
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infinilelf  greater,  than  the  diftanoe  between  the 
knowledge  of  the  new-bom  babe  and  the  iagacity  of 
the  wifeft  and  beft  of  all  earthly  parents. 

TeSy  God  18  love,  my  dear  brethren !  This  fhalL 
now  be  to  us  a  demonftrated,  eternally  eftablifhed 
truth !  As  furely  as  God  is,  fo  furely  is  he  love ! 
And  that  he  is,  we  are  certified  by  every  thoi^ht 
,of  our  mind,  by  every  motion  of  our  body,  every 
pulfation  of  our  blood ;  of  that  we  are  certified  by 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  the  fun  and  the  atom  of 
dud,  the  morning  and  the  evening,  the  brute  and 
the  man  ;  of  that  we  are  certified  by  every  thing 
that  has  eadftence  and  life  and  breath ! 

Tes,  God  is  love,  of  this  will  weaffure  ourfdves,- 
as  often  as  welie  down  to  fleep,  and  as  often  as  we 
awake  ft*om  fleep  again ;  whenever  anything  agree-^ 
able,  and  whenever  anything  adverfe  beftdls  us ; 
whenever  we  are  fummoned  to  ftilfill  any  duty,  and 
whenever  we  are  called  to  bear  any  afflidion ;  when^ 
ever  we  go  forth  to  our  work^  and  whenever  we 
recreate  ourfelves  after  it  by  innocent  pleafure } 
whcnevar  we  are  iblaced  in  the  company  of  good^ 
and  i^enever  we  are  injured  by  wicked  men ;  when* 
ever  we  are  forced  to  admire  the  methods  of  his  go« 
vemment  as  blamelefs  and  holy,  and  whenever  W9 
cannot  explain  and  comprehend  them ;  whenever 
we  think  on  life,  and  whenever  we  meditaie  gtt 
death ! 

Yes,  God  is  love !  This  will  we  affirm  to  each 
other,  whenever  the  trouUes  and  incooveniencet 
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of  life  bear  hard  upon  us ;  whenever  Dta  have  focial 
duties  to  fulfill  and  focial  fatisfiaiftions  to  enjoy;  idien- 
ever  we  aflemble  and  meet  together  here  or  there, 
in  our  houfes  or  the  houfe  of  God,  to  render  thanks 
for  the  great  benefits  that  we  have  received  at  his 
hands,  to  fet  forth  his  moft  worthy  praife,  to  hear 
his  moft  holy  word,  and  to  afk  thofe  things  which  are 
fequifite  and  neceflary,  as  well  for  the  body  as  the: 
foul,  for  the  particular  celebration  of  his  more  re* 
fplendent  merdes,  for  intercefiion,  for  his  pubUc 
adoration  and  worlhip  ! 

Tes,  God  is  love !  In  this  will  we  even  now  rejcnce 
at  the  feaft  of  his  love  and  the  love  of  his  fon  Jefus  ; 
this  Ihall  even  now  give  us  hope  and  affiance  in  him, 
-—  ihall  enable  us  to  draw  near  with  boldnefs,  with 
truly  filial  boldnefs  to  his  throne  of  grace,  there  to 
feek  and  find  whatever  can  render  us  really  happy! 
There  the  bread  that  is  broken,  the  wine  that  is 
poured  out  fhall  fay  to  us :  God  is  love,  and  is  fo 
as  certainly  as  thou  eateft  of  this  bread  and  drinkefl 
this  wine,  for  from  love,  from  matchlefe  love,  he 
fent  his  fon  to  thee  and  for  thee  fubmitted  him  to 
death !  And  Jefus,  whofe  memorial  thou  art  fo- 
lemnizing  here,  with  whom  thou  haft  here  commiK 
nion,  is  the  exprefs  image  of  his  father  —  is  vifible, 
incarnate  love  divine !  He  loved  thee  even  unto 
deadi,  -—  loved  thee  more  than  his  life,  more  than 
the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  fisither,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world !  For  that  he  left  for  thee, 
that  he  voluntarily  facrificed  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
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delivering  and  faving  thee !  And  couldft  thou  (Uil 
doubt  of  his  love  ?  Couldft  thou  ftill  doubt  the 
love  of  thy  heavenly  father  ?  Oh  what  mayft  thou, 
wimt  (houldft  thou  not  now  expeft  of  this  God,  of 
this  faviour  !  —  Tes,  in  profperity  and  in  adverfity, 
in  life  and  in  death,  here  and  there  and  every  where, 
now  and  then,  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  future  world, 
from  eternity  to  eternity  God  is  and  will  be  love ! 
Rejoice,  o  man,  that  thou  art  a  man,  o  chriftian, 
that  thou  art  a  chriftian !  Be  glad  in  this  thy  hap- 
pinefs !  Glory  in  it  before  God  and  the  world ! 
Let  this  grand  and  glorious  fendment  be  thy  guide 
and  companion  all  the  reft  of  thy  life,  carry  it  with 
thee  into  the  tomb,  take  it  with  thee  into  the  better 
world !  For  ever  vilt  thou  find  it  true  and  grand 
and  inexhauftible ;  and  for  ever  wilt  thou,  with  all 
the  blefled,  that  ftand  before  the  throne  of  the  l£gh- 
eft,  and  aflemble  about  it  from  all  quarters  of  the 
immenfe  territory  of  his  empire,  bear  witnefs  to  its 
truth,  and  with  them  in  lofty  foi^  of  triumph  join 
the  celeftial  choir  in  one  holy  ad  of  adoradon,  and 
lay.  Thou  art  worthy,  o  Lord,  who  fitteft  upon  the 
throne,  and  liveft  for  ever  and  ever,  to  receive  glory 
and  honour  and  power.  God  is  love!  God  is 
pure eflential love !    Amen!    Hallelujah!    Amen! 
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If  God  be  Love  J  what  follows. 


/^  OD,  who  from  eternity  to  eternity  enjoyeft  the 
^^  fupreme  felicity,  becaufe  from  eternity  to  eter- 
nity thou  art  continually  diffufing  and  producing 
life  and  felicity  all  around  thee,  how  great  is  our 
happinefs  in  knowing  thee  as  the  God  of  love,  as 
the  God  who  conftantly  wills  and  does  the  bed,  who 
is  gracious  and  merciful  to  all  his  creatures,  and  con- 
duds  them  all,  though  in  very  diverfe  ways,  to  per« 
fe£Hon  and  happinefs  !  It  is  the  joy  and  confolation 
of  our  hearts,  that  we  need  not  fear  thee  with  fer- 
vile  dread,  but  (hould  love  thee  with  filial  affedion ! 
That  we  can  rejoice  in  thy  exiftence,  thy  infpedion 
and  government,  all  thy  ordinances  and  laws,  that 
thou,  the  Lord  God  omnipotent,  rdgneft,  that  we 
can  entertain  a  rational  and  firm  reliance  on  the  rec- 
titude and  benignity  of  thy  adminiftration,  and  be- 
hold  all  the  events  that  befaill  us,  whether  we  call 
them  good  or  evil,  whether  we  feel  them  to  be  agree- 
able or  painfiil,  fulfilling  the  purpofes  of  thy  con- 
fummate  wifdom  and  unboimded  love !  That  with- 
out thy  permiflion  and  appointment,  o  heavenly  Fa- 
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ther,  nothing  comes   to  pafs ;  and  though  clouds 
and  darknefs  are  often  round  about  thee,  juftice 
and  judgment  are  the   habitation  of  thy   throne, 
mercy  and  truth  go  before  thy  face  !    That  we  can 
rejoice  in  our  life  and  in  our  death ;  that  in  the 
thought  of  thee,  that  thou  art  effential  love,  we  can 
find  fo  much  light,  fo  much  comfort,   fo  much  mo- 
tive and  ability  to  the  praftice  of  virtue,  fo  much 
hope  and  felicity  !    Oh  that  this  thought  were  ever 
prefent  to  our  minds,  ever  important  to  ourhearts, 
oh  that  it  were  the  leading  principle  of  all  our  other 
thoughts,  the  foul  of  all  our  emotions !     How  wife, 
how  virtuous,    how  good,  how  blithe  and  happy 
(hould  we  be  both  living  and  dying,  and  through  the 
gate  and  grave  of  death  pafs  over  to  the  celeftial  life, 
and  through  all  the  ftages  of  eternal  exiftence  be  ever 
approaching  nearer  to  thee  and  to  perfedibn !    Ah, 
caufe  us  even  now  to  experience  the  efficacy,  the 
facred  efficacy  of  this  idea,  feel  it  in  all  its  truth,  in 
all  its  weight,   and  become  better  and  happier  by 
it !    Teach  us  however  to  combine  it  with  fo  many 
other  of  our  ideas,  feelings  and  concerns  that  it 
may  never  efcape  our  recolledion,  and  more  than  any 
other  fentiment  live  and  rule  within  us,  and  operate 
upon  our  conduct.     Blefs  to  that  end  the  do£hines 
of  truth,  on  which  we  purpofe  now  to  refleA,  and 
caufe  them,  while  they  tend  to  promote  our  hap- 
pineis,  to  tend  alfo  to  the  glorification  of  thy  love. 
We  addrefs  our  prayers  to  thee  for  thefe  bleilings 
as  the  votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  who  has  revesded 
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thee  to  us  as  the  God  of  love,  and  invoke  thee 
&ither  in  his  name :  Our  father,  &c. 

I  JOHN  iv.   16. 

And  we  have  kaown  and  believed  the  love  that  God  bath  to  us. 
God  18  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God, 
and  God  in  him. 

"IT  is  one  great  excellence  of  the  chriftian  dodrine, 
■*•  and  a  token  of  its  celeftial  origin,  that  it  con- 
tains but  few  maxims,  and  prefcribes  but  few  com- 
mandments to  its  profeflfors ;  but  maxims  calculated 
to  fumifh  mankind  with  all  needful  and  falutary  in- 
formation, commandments  that  are  adapted  to  con- 
duct them  fafely  in  all  the  circumftances  of  life. 
God  is  thy  father ;  he  is  efTential  love  ;  his  fon  Je^ 
fus  is  a  helper  out  of  all  diftrefs ;  death  a  paiTage  into 
life;  to  death  fucceed  judgment  and  retribution: 
this  is  the  whole  purport  of  chriflianity.  Love  God, 
love  thy  neighbour,  truft  in  Jefus  and  follow  his  ex- 
ample, look  not  folely  at  the  prefent,  but  alfo  at  the 
future :  this  is  the  fum  of  all  its  commandments. 
But  how  much  do  thefe  few  maxims  and  command- 
ments contain !  How  rich  in  momentous,  foothing 
confequences  to  the  chriftian,  who  believes  them 
with  inward  convidion,  and  makes  them  the  ruling 
principle  of  that  he  conceives  and  does.  —  Take  for 
example  the  propofition  laid  down  in  our  text.  What 
confequences  flow  from  the  grand,  fublime  idea : 

5  God 
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God  is  love !  What  matter  for  refledion,  what  lu- 
minous refults,  what  blifsful  fenfations  it  imparts  to 
the  chriftian !  We  will  make  this  the  fubjed  of  our 
confideration  at  prefent,  my  pious  hearers,  and  thus 
exercife  ourfelves  in  reflecting  on  the  dodrines  of 
chriftianity.  Let  us  then  proceed  to  inquire  :  what 
follows,  if  God  be  love. 

No  truth  is  more  fertile  than  this.  It  embraces 
every  thing,  explains  every  thing,  flieds  light  and 
comfort  and  felicity  on  every  thing.  Whoever  is 
pervaded  and  animated  by  its  force,  muft  of  necef- 
fity  be  good  and  happy  and  be  always  becoming  bet« 
ter  and  happier.  Indeed  we  can  only  indicate  a  few 
confequences  refulting  from  this  inexhauftibly  con- 
fequential  truth,  but  even  thefe  may  inform,  pacify, 
confole  and  gladden  us  in  many  of  the  trying  iitua- 
tions  of  life. 

I.  God  is  love :  therefore  his  commands  are  not 
the  commands  of  an  auilere,  capricious  defpot,  if* 
filed  to  (hew  his  power  and  fupremacy,  or  to  make 
us  feel  his  authority,  but  directions  to  the  attain** 
ment  of  that  happinefs  for  which  he  has  defigned  us, 
and  which  we  abfolutely  cannot  attain  unlefs  we 
feek  it  in  the  way  which  he  has  pointed  out,  and  do 
that  which  he  has  enjoined  us  to  do.  Therefore  nei- 
ther are  his  prohibitions  the  prohibitions  of  an  en- 
vious, jealous,  malignant  being,  determined  to  be 
joyful  alone,  alone  free,  alone  happy,  but  admoni- 
tions of  love,  ever  watchful  to  guard  us  from  what- 
ever would  be  hurtful  to  us,  to  keep  us  from  every 
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devious  and  intricate  path,  from  every  a£d<m  which 
we  fhould  hereafter  repent,  from  every  pleafure 
which  would  end  in  pain,  and  proted  us  from  every 
danger,  from  the  forfeiture  of  good,  and  from  hp- 
fmg  into  mifery.  Yes,  this  and  nought  elfe  is  the 
purport  of  all  the  precepts  which  God  has  given  us  : 
their  bafis  is  benevolence  and  love,  their  obfervance 
is  the  means  and  the  way  to  felicity  —  frequently 
the  adual  enjoyment  of  it,  in  the  very  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward.  Certainly  he  who  does  not 
rejoice  in  being  under  the  fceptre  of  God  and  fain 
would  withdraw  from  his  infpedion,  knows  him  not, 
takes  him  not  for  what  he  is,  and  blafphemes  the 
God  of  love  as  a  mifanthropical  tyrant.  He  who 
fighs  under  the  eafy  yoke  of  his  laws,  and  looks 
upon  them  as  a  reftraint  and  a  burden  and  would 
fain  be  abfolved  from  the  obfervance  of  them,  is 
blind  to  his  own  intereft,  and  prefers  the  fevereft  bon- 
dage to  perfeft  freedom.  Oh  let  this  never  be  for- 
gotten  by  us,  my  dear  friends,  and  when  our  con- 
fdence,  when  the  teacher  of  rehgion  fays  to  us  on 
the  part  of  God :  let  go  that  unjuft  advantage,  deny 
that  deceitful  luft,  facrifice  that  innocent  pleafure  to 
the  benefit  of  thy  brother,  refhrain  thy  anger,  fup- 
prefs  thy  revenge,  requite  evil  with  good,  the  fug- 
geflion  will  be  always  reinforced  by  the  confidera- 
tion :  this  is  required  of  me  by  God,  who  is  pure 
love,  this  muft  afluredly  be  ufeful  and  profitable  to 
me,  it  is  impoffible  that  I  can  lofe  any  thing  by  it,  to 
obey  him  is  to  be  happy. 

11.  God 
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II,  God  is  love :  therefore  not  only  the  goods 
that  he  beftows,  but  likewife  the  evils  that  he  in« 
Aids  upon  us,  not  only  the  fatisia£tions  which  he 
allows  us  to  enjoy,  but  alfo  the  afflidions  that  he 
lays  upon  us,  are  benefits,  effeds  and  proofs  of  his 
love  — •  or  may  and  are  defigned  to  be  fo.  Never, 
imprint  this  deeply  in  thy  mind,  o  man,  thou  who 
wouldft  conceive  worthily  of  God,  form  right  ap- 
prehenfions  of  his  difpenfadons  and  make  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  them,  never  does  he  fuflfer  any  evil  to 
overtake  thee,  becaufe  it  is  an  evil  and  is  difagree- 
able  or  diftrefling  to  thee,  — *  never .  any  pain  to 
feize  thee,  becaufe  it  racks  thy  nerves,  —  never 
any  forrow  to  bpprefs  thee,  becaufe  it  oppreffes  and 
afflids  thee !  That  would  not  be  benevolence,  not 
love,  it  would  be  malice  and  cruelty.  But  he 
caufes  calamity,  pain,  trouble  to  come  upon  thee,  in 
order  to  warn  thee,  to  admonilh,  to  corred,  to  ex- 
erdfe  thee;  that  thou  mayft  not  be  deprived  of 
other,  far  more  confiderable  benefits ;  in  order  to 
ward  off  flill  greater  evik  more  pungent  fufferings  ; 
in  order  to  make  thee  capable  of  fuperior,  more  du- 
rable fatisfadions  and  benefits.  Fain  would  tie  fpare 
thee  thefe  calamides,  thefe  pains,  thefe  fufferings ; 
fain  would  he  give  thee  to  inherit  pure  unmingled 
joy,  if  it  were  confiftent  with  thy  nature,  with  thy 
capacities,  with  thy  condud,  with  thy  prefent  fitua* 
tion,  if  thou  couldft  thereby  become  as  intelligent, 
as  wife,  as  virtuous,  as  happy,  as  thou  canil  thus 
become.    Be  then  the  way  which  God  leads  thee, 
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ever  fo  rugged  and  dreary,  befet  with  ever  fo  many 
rubs  and  difficulties,  (till  however  it  is  the  road 
that  leads  direGt  to  perfe£Uon  and  happineis.  If 
thou  follow  it,  thou  canft  not  poffibly  be  wrong,  not 
poffibly  fail  of  the  prize.  Never  fi3rget  this,  o  man, 
whether  it  fare  with  thee  well  or  ill.  Revere  all, 
all  the  difpenfations  of  thy  God  as  the  difpen£^ions 
of  fovereign  love.  Accept  the  ill  no  lefs  than  the 
good  with  gratitude  from  his  hand ;  the  former  is  a 
benefit  as  well  as  the  latter,  if  thou  ufe  it  according 
to  his  will  and  to  the  furtherance  of  his  views. 

in.  God  is  love :  therefore  he  never  punifhes, 
for  the  fake  of  punifhing,  never  chafUfes  for  the  fake 
of  chaftiiing ;  therefore  his  chaftifements  and  pu- 
nifhments  have  not  revenge,  not  fatisfa&ion  for  his 
injured  honour,  not  compenfation  for  any  lofs  fui^ 
tained,  but  fimply  corre&ion  and  caution  in  view ; 
correction  of  the  finner  if  he  be  yet  corrigible,  cau- 
tion to  the  innocent,  who  may  likewife  err,  and  to 
the  wavering  and  infirm,  who  are  already  fhunbling 
and  ready  to  fall.  It  is  not  thy  tears,  not  thy  fighs, 
o  man,  not  the  anguifh  of  thy  heart,  not  the  bitter 
remoife  which  torments  thee,  when  thou  haft  finned, 
not  the  confufion  and  forrow,  not  the  diftrefs  and 
mifery,  in  which  thou  haft  involved  thyfelf  by  thy 
follies,  that  are  pleafing  to  the  deity,  whofe  hws 
thou  haft  tranfgreiTed.  He  is  eflential  love;  fain 
would  he  have  exempted  thee  from  thefe  difagree- 
able,  thefe  woeful  feniations,  fain  have  averted  the 
baneful  effects  of  thy  follies  from  thee !    But  his 
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love  require  that  thou  fhouldft  learn  to  know,  to 
deteft,  to  efchew  fin,  that  fource  of  all  real  evil,  that 
fole  enemy  and  deftroyer  of  thy  happinefs,  that  thou 
ihouldft  recede  from  the  road  of  vice,  or,  which  is 
predfely  the  fame,  from  the  road  of  mifery.  To  this 
end  he  caufes  thy  progrefs  on  it  to  be  fo  difficult  to 
thee,  caufes  thee  to  meet  at  every  turn  with  terrors 
and  pains  and  calamities  of  various  kinds,  throws 
impediments  in  its  courfe,  or  blockades  its  exit  with 
impenetrable  darknefs  and  infuperable  difficulties, 
or  brings  thee  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice  to 
which  it  leads,  that  he  may  fnatch  thee  from  it. 
Adore  therefore  theHigheft  even  in  his  judicial  vifi« 
tations  and  punifliments  as  the  God  of  love  ;  humble 
thyfelf  under  his  mighty  hand,  it  is  the  hand  of  the 
tendered  parent,  who  would  not  terrify  thee,  not 
chaflife,  not  punifh  thee,  did  he  not  love  thee,  did 
he  not  intend  to  fave  and  deliver  the6.  Only  do 
thou  fubmit  to  be  warned  and  correded  by  him,  to 
be  led  from  thy  aberrations  into  the  way  that  thou 
fhouldft  go,  fo  wilt  thou  learn  to  know  him,  not  as 
an  auftere  and  obdurate  judge,  but  as  the  gracious 
and  bountiful  father  of  men ;  thou  wilt  thank  him 
for  his  chaflenings  as  fo  many  inftances  of  his  kind- 
nefs,  for  his  punifhments  as  fo  many  means  of  falva- 
tion. 

IV.  God  is  love :  therefore  he  punifhes  no  one 
for  innocent  and  invincible  errors,  however  various 
and  great ;  therefore  he  cads  and  condemns  no 
one,  becaufe  he  has  not  enjoyed  and  could  not  en* 
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joy  particular  benefits,  becaufe  certain  religiodd 
dodrines  and  duties  were  not  known  to  him,  and  he 
confequently  could  not  admit  and  believe  the 
former  nor  obferve  the  latter.  This  would  not  be 
benevolence,  not  love,  but  tyranny  and  cruelty. 
Therefore,  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  him  and 
worketh  righteoufnefs  is  acccepted  of  him,  every 
cme  who  does  that  which  he  is  able  to  do  according 
to  his  knowledge,  according  to  his  capacities,  ac-^ 
cording  to  his  abilities  and  circumftances,  and  m  his 
fituation  ;  therefore  he  would  not  and  will  not  de« 
prive  any  creature,  any  man  of  that  perfection  and 
happiiiefs  whereof  each  is  capable,  be  it  ever  fo  great 
or  ever  fo  little,  of  one  or  of  another  kind,  whether 
founded  on  the  natural  or  on  the  chriftian  revela- 
tion or  yet  other  means  of  information  and  practice. 
Therefore  to  him,  the  God  of  love,  the  father  of 
men,  we  may  calmly  refign  the  fates  of  our  bre- 
thren who  have  not  the  happinefs  of  being  chrifti- 
ans,  in  the  fure  belief,  that  he  will  fo  decide,  and 
appoint  them,  as  that  we  muft  alt  admire  his  wif- 
dom  and  his  love. 

V.  God  is  love:  therefore,  not  for  his  own 
fake,  but  folely  for  our  fakes,  he  requires  that  we 
(hould  worfliip  him  and  ferve  him ;  therefore  he 
requires  not  of  us  to  dread  him  like  flaves,  but  to 
love  him  like  children ;  therefore  the  fervice  that  we 
are  to  yield  him  is  not  to  be  extorted,  fervile  obedi^ 
ence,  but  the  free  ufe  of  our  advantage,  the  blithe 
enjoyment  of  what  he  gives  us  to  enjoy ;  therefore 
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thou  needft  not  enter  his  prefence  with  trepidation 
and  affright,  o  thou,  who  knoweft  God  and  art  de- 
firous  to  have  communion  with  him,  needft  not 
pray  to  him  with  doubtful  folicitude,  not  be  afraid 
to  pour  out  thy  whole  heart  before  him,  not  be  un- 
der any  apprehenfion  left  the  infinite  diftance  which 
is  between  him  and  thee,  fhould  prevent  him  from 
looking  down  upon  thee  who  Heft  in  the  duft  be- 
fore him  and  art  duft  thyfelf,  from  hearing  thy 
wifhes  and  efpouHng  thy  interefts,  not  imagine  that 
he  would  reject  thy  adoration  and  thy  praife,  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  adequate  to  his  greatnefs  and 
majefty,  not  believe,  that  only  the  perfedly  pure 
and  righteous  man,  who  is  nowhere  to  be  found, 
or  only  the  eloquent  orator,  who  as  well  as  thyfelf 
is  a  lifping  infant  before  him,  may  hope  for  fuccour 
and  acceptance.  No,  thou  may  ft  frankly  converfewith 
him,  boldly  draw  near  to  him,  communicate  to  him  all 
thy  thoughts  and  feelings  without  referve,  as  a  child 
to  his  affe£Honate  father,  a  friend  to  his  generous 
and  honourable  friend.  He  beholds,  he  hears  thee 
as  well  as  the  fuperior  fpirits,  who  ftand  about  his 
throne  and  pay  him  worthier  homage.  He  intends 
thy  happinefs,  as  certainly  as  he  does  theirs.  He  has 
opened  to  thee  through  his  fon  free  accefs  to  him^ 
and  removed  every  impediment  that  might  deter 
thee  from  him.  Sincerity  of  heart  and  truft  in  him, 
thy  heavenly  father,  is  all  that  he  requires  of  thee, 
and  thefe  are  welUpleafmg  to  him,  thefe  he  rewards, 
under  whatever  form  they  may  be  prefented  to  him 
and  in  whatever  phrafeology  exprefled. 

VI.  God 
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VI.  God  is  love :  therefore  he  defireth  not  the 
death  of  a  finner,  but  rather  that  he  may  turn  from 
his  wickednefs  and  live  ;  therefore  he  is  gracious, 
m^ciful,  long-fuffering,  inclined  to  fpare  and  to  for* 
give,  is  extremely  placable  —  a  tender  father  to  his 
loft  and  undutifol  children,  whofmcerely  bewail  their 
backflidings ;  therefore  he  in  no  wife  cafls  out  fuch 
as  turn  to  him  with  their  whole  heart  and  fue  to  him 
for  grace  and  help;  therefore  thou  mayft  boldly  return 
to  him,  o  man,  thou  who  hadft  by  fm  receded  from 
him,  ftruck  into  devious  turnings  and  intricacies, 
and  now  perceiveft  thy  folly,  lamented  thy  misfor- 
tune, art  weary  of  the  dominion  of  fin,  figheft  for 
liberty,  and  longeft  to  regain  the  flighted  favour  of 
thy  heavenly  father.    As  certainly  as  thou  with  fin- 
cerity  renounced  fin ;  as  certainly  as  thou  retumeft 
to  the  paths  of  duty  and  virtue ;  as  certainly  as 
earned  defires  for  the  grace  of  heaven,  and  love  to 
that  God  from  whom  thou  hadft  alienated  thyfelf, 
are  ftirring  in  thy  foul,  impell  thee  to  him,  fix  thy  eyes 
and  thy  heart  entirely  upon  him,  and  force  thee  in 
confufion  of  face,  with  hearty  repentance  and  refo- 
lutions  of  amendment  to  fay :   Father,  I  t)ave  finned 
againft  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  fon,  fave  me  only,  though  by  the  fevereft  me- 
thods of  thy  providence,  from  the  corruption  of  fin, 
and  let   me  once  more  be  capable  of  thy  compla- 
cency :  fo  certainly  as  thou  doft  this,  fo  certainly 
will  he  embrace  thee  with  the  arms  of  his  mercy, 
gracioufly  receive  thee  to  him,  forgive  thee  thy  fins, 

and 
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Uicl  cad  thttn  into  the  depths  of  the  fea,  that  fkef 
tiiay  be  remembered  no  mose.  In  olrder  moft 
authentically  to  certify  thee  of  this^  to  place  thee  in 
perfed  liberty,  and  to  expunge  the  fatal  eSeds  of 
thy  fins,  he  ev^  fent  his  fon  upcm  earth>  and  cauf- 
ed  him  to  die  upon  the  crofs  as  a  folenm  &crifiee  to 
ratify  the  covenant  I 

VIL  God  is  love :  therefore  he  (hews  all  poffible 
goitlenefe  and  indulgence  to  his  upright  worihippers 
and  children^  has  patience  with  their  infirmities^ 
judges  them  and  their  condud  with  far  greater 
candour  and  lenity^  than  even  good  men  are  wont 
to  judge  one  another,  deems  of  each  according  to 
his  peculiar  capacities  and  circumftances,  and  re^ 
quires  of  no  one  more  than  he  in  every  particular 
cafe  can  afibrd ;  therefore  will  he  affuredly  not  reject 
thee,  thou  fincere  chriftian,  whofe  ruling  affediond 
dare  good,  whofe  endeavours  to  pleafe  him  and  to 
be  growing  continually  better,  are  honeft  and  fted* 
faft,  even  though  thou  ihouldft  fometimes  trip  and 
miftake,  though  thou  fhouldft  not  -alwap  fucceed 
m  fo  perfectly  maftering  thyfelf,  in  fo  zealoufly 
and  cheerfully  performing  thy  duties,  in  fo  entirely 
acquiefdng  in  his  decrees,  and  in  proceeding  fuch 
lengths  in  faith,  in  devotion,  in  beneficence,  in  the 
imitation  of  Jefus,  as  thou  couldfl  wifli.     He  knows 
tiiat  thy  meaning  is  fincere,  and  already  fees  with 
complacency  in  that  which  thou  now  endeavourefb 
to  be  and  to  do,  what  thou  wilt  hereafter  accompliih. 
He  knows  thy  faculties^  and  thy  circumftances  as 
well  as  the  inmoft  recefles  of  thy  heart ;  fees  every 
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ohftacle  that  thou  meeteft  on  the  path  of  virttie» 
every  difficulty  thou  haft  to  encounter  on  thy  pro- 
grefs  J  beholds  at  one  view  the  whole  of  thy  former 
and  prefent  (ituation,  the  entire  feries  of  thy  con^ 
ne&ions  and  fortunes,  thy  thoughts,  fenfations,  pur«r 
foils  and  aftions  ;  takes  all  into  confideration,  juiUy 
difcriminates  between  guilt  and  misfortune,  knows 
what  fort  of  creature  thou  art,  and  frequently  im- 
putes to  thee  the  fincere  intention  as  a  completed 
a£l,  the  eameft  endeavour  as  a  fuccefsful  aocom- 
pliihmfflt. 

VIII.  God  is  love :  therefore  he  has  the  greateft 
complacency  in  love  and  the  moft  foverdgn  averfion 
for  all  that  is  at  enmity  with  it;  therefore  God  is  far 
more  glorified  by  fentiments  and  works  of  love,  his 
will  is  thereby  far  more  furely  and  better  fulfilled, 
than  by  the  moft  ardent  zeal  for  his  honour  which 
is  devoid  of  love,  than  by  the  moft  painful,  tdlfome 
lacrifices,  by  the  moft  fhining  exploits,  the  principle 
and  fcope  whereof  is  not  love ;  therefore  thou  glori- 
fieft  not  God,  haft  no  right  to  pretend  to  his  appro* 
bation,  thou,  who  rigorouily  judgeft  and  cenfureli 
thy  brother,  damneft  the  erroneous  and  weak,  the 
greater  part  of  mankind,  who  are  not  chriftians,  ar« 
bitrarily  debarreft  them  accefs  to  the  mercy«feat  of 
God,  and  all  the  joys  of  heaven,  defpifeft  thy  ftum* 
bling  and  miftaken  fellow-creatures,  makeft  them 
the  objeds  of  thy  deriiion  and  leaveft  them  helpleis 
and  forlorn ;  therefore  haft  thou  every  thing  to  fear 
*  from  God,  o  man,  if  thou  haft  no  love  abiding  in 
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thy  heart,  if  thou  envieft,  hateft»  injureft  thy  brother, 
be  he  whom  he  will  and  denominated  how  he  may, 
rejoiceft  in  his  misfortune  and  grudged  him  his  fuc- 
cefs  and  his  endowments ;  if  thou  art  infenfible  to 
the  wretched  and  diflreifed)  art  implacable  to  fuch 
as  have  trefpafled  againft  thee,  or  generally  indi& 
ferent  to  all  that  relates  to  thy  brethren  of  mankind^ 
yes,  fo  long  as  this  continues  to  be  thy  temper  and 
condud,  thou  haft  everything  to  dread  from  God, 
fiot  as  though  he  were  vindictive,  not  as  if  he  had 
pleafure  in  thy  mifeYy,  but  becaufe  he  is  love,  and 
therefore  can  have  no  fellowfhip  with  thee,  the  love« 
lefs  man,  and  cannot  poffibly  communicate  to  thee 
his  felicity,  which  conlifts  in  the  completed  fpcerdfi^ 
of  love. 

IX.  God  is  love :  therefore  he  that  dwelleth  in 
love,  dwelleth  in  God  and  God  in  him ;  therefore 
love  is  the  bond,  the  gentle,  holy  bond,  of  union 
with  the  deity, .  rendering  us  fufceptible  of  his  in« 
fluence  and  the  communication  of  his  energies  and 
joys ;  therefore  there  is  no  nesurer,  furer  way  to  have 
communion  with  the  fupreme  being,  than  love,  true, 
chriftian,  a£dve,  unwearied  love  to  all  mankind; 
therefore  the  image  of  God,  our  heavenly  father,  is 
die  more  refplendent  in  us,  and  we  are  the  more  ca- 
pable and  worthy  of  the  honour  of  being  the  fubfti- 
tutes  of  his  Ton  Jefus  upon  earth,  the  more  we  poflefs 
,  and  pra£tife  love ;  therefore  there  is  not  any  more 
infallible  fign  that  we  are  children  of  God,  followers 
of  Jefus  and  heirs  of  eternal  glory^  than  the  being 
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entirely  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  love.  Have  if^ 
any  ambition  then  to  be  well-pleafing  unto  God,  my 
dear  friends,  to  make  nearer  approaches  to  him,  to 
grow  in  his  likenefs  and  fo  to  become  partaken  in 
his  divine  nature,  are  we  ambitious  of  fecuring  hisfii- 
vour  and  the  felicity  of  heaven,  oh  let  us  open  every 
avienue  of  our  hearts  to  love,  let  love,  pure,  gene* 
rous,  aflive  love  be  the  foul  of  all  our  thoughts  and 
judgments,  the  governing  principle  of  all  our  words 
and  works.  Whatever  we  do  or  decline  doing,  let 
us  do  or  forbear  to  do  with  love  and  from  love,  from 
lOve  to  God  and  to  all  mankind,  with  a  heart  rqoic- 
ing  in  all  good,  benevolent  to  all  our  brethren,  and 
unabatedly  driving  to  increafe  the  fatisfa£tions  of 
others  and  as  far  as  poffible  to  promote  their  hap^ 
ninefs.  Whofo  does  this  is  a  follower  of  God,  is  his 
friend,  his  confidant,  the  affociate  in  his  felicity ! 

X.  God  is  love  :  therefore  thou  mayeft  calmly 
refign  thyfelf  and  thy  fates  to  him,  mayeft  ezpeS 
pure  good,  all  good  from  him,  o  thou,  who  knoweft 
God,  loveft  him  as  thy  father,  and  makeft  it  thy 
principal  endeavour  to  pleafe  him ;  therefore  thon 
needeft  not  anxioufly  take  thought  for  the  future^ 
thou  mayeft  caft  aU  thy  care^  on  him,  the  Allwife 
aftd  Allbountiful,  and  be  fully  aiTured  that  he  wilt 
provide  for  thee.  Thou  repofeft  in  the  arms  of  lovey 
fupreme,  moft  efficacious,  unalterable  love,  which 
fttpports  thee,  which  provides  for  thee,  which  deter* 
ttiined  and  condu6ls  thy  deftinies,  which  cannot  in- 
tend, and  efie&«ate  otherwife  than  thy  good.    What 
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the  divinity  who  is  love,  denies  thee,  muft  certainly 
be  pernicious ;  what  he  gives  thee  muft  certainly  be 
beneficial ;  the  way  which  he  calls  thee  to  go,  muft 
certainly  be  the  beft  which  thou  at  prefent  canft  go. 
Refign  thyfelf  to  him  then  with  filial  confidence,  do 
promptly  what  he  orders  thee  to  do,  fufFer  refolutely 
what  he  inilicls  on  thee  to  fufFer,  walk  boldly  along 
the  path  which  he  points  out  to  thee ;  it  will  cer* 
tainly  lead  thee  right,  will  lead  thee  to  felicity,  and 
fooner  or  later  thou  wilt  clearly  perceive  that  he  has 
enjoined  thee  no  duty,  committed  to  thee  no  affair^ 
brought  on  thee  no  affliction,  granted  thee  no  fatU^ 
fadion,  allow^  thee  to  take  no  flep,  that  was  not 
calculated  to  bring  thee  nearer  to  that  ol^e&« 

XL  God  is  love :  therefore  thou  mayeft  undaunt* 
edly  follow  even  his  fummons  to  death,  as  the  fum- 
mons  to  a  better,  a  fuperior  life,  boldly  dare  the 
darknefs  which  it  fpreads  before  thee,  not  doubting 
that  it  will  condud  thee  to  bright,  eternal^  blifsful 
day.  He^  the  God  of  love,  will  not,  canot  annihi* 
4ate  thee,  will  certainly  not  caufe  thee  to  go  back- 
wards, but  forwards,  not  deprive  thee  together  with 
thy  exiftence  of  all  perfediion,  but  lead  it  for  ever 
nearer  to  completion !  His  love  is  unchangeable,  is 
eternal,  its  efBcacy  is  never  diminilhed.  How  could 
it  fuffer  the  deftrudtion  of  a  being  fufceptible  of  hap- 
pinefs,  a  being  that  can  love  both  God  and  man^ 
^nd  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  love  be  bleffed  ?  No, 
neither  death  nor  the  grave  can  defeat  its  beneficent 
defigns,  for  he  is  almijjhty  love ;  love  which  can 
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never  fiiil  of  its  ends !  Impoffible !  thee  for  whom 
he  has  already  done  and  is  dill  doing  fo  much,  fo 
inexprellibly  much;  thee,  whom  he  has  endowed 
with  fuch  great  capacities,  thee,  whom  he  fo  care- 
fully leads  to  wifdom  and  ezercifes  in  virtue ;  thee, 
whom  he  has  infpired  with  fuch  an  ardent  appetence 
after  nearer  participation  of  deity ;  thee,  for  whom 
he  gave  his  fon  to  die  upon  the  crofs :  impoifible 
that  he  can  abandon  thee  to  the  dominion  of  death 
and  the  grave,  or  ceafe  to  proteft  and  provide  for 
thee,  when  thou  art  mod  in  need  of  his  prote6ion 
and  providence !  No,  even  then  will  he  glorify  him- 
felf  in  thee  as  the  God  of  love,  will  infufe  hope  and 
confidence  into  thy  heart,  refreih  and  ftrengthen 
thee  by  the  aifurance  of  his  parental  tendemels,  and 
lead  thee  through  death  to  the  complete,  undifturb- 
ed  enjoyment  of  all  the  bleffings  and  felicities  which 
his  love  has  prepared  for  thee  in  a  better  world ! 

So  exuberant  in  in^rtant,  confolatory  confe* 
quences  is  the  truth  :  God  is  love !  What  a  fublimq 
and  blifsful  idea !  If  it  illuminate  the  underllanding 
with  its  light  and  pervade  the  heart  with  its  warmth, 
what  cannot,  what  muft  it  not  perform !  The  wick- 
ed are  rendered  good,  the  good  (lill  better,  both  are 
happy,  and  become  capable  of  a  progreffively  purer 
felicity.  Oh  let  us  then,  my  dear  friends,  let  us 
deeply  imprefe  this  moft  foothing,  moft  fruitful,  moft 
bliftful  of  all  truths  upon  our  hearts,  never  forget 
it,  never  doubt  of  it,  never  think  of  it  without  in- 
ward emotion  and  joy !     Oh  let  us  do  ib  even  now 
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at  the  table  of  our  lord,  where  all  exclaims  to  us 
in  accents  diftinft  and  loud :  God  is  love,  and  that 
as  furely  as  thou  eatefl  of  that  bread  and  drinkeft  of 
that  cup,  for  from  love  he  fent  his  fon  to  thee,  and 
for  'thee  delivered  him  up  to  death !     That  Jefus, 
whofe  memorial  thou  here  folemnizeft,  is  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  father  —  is  vifible,  divine,  incarnate 
love.    He  loved  thee  even  unto  death,  loved  thee 
more  than  his  life,  and  loves  thee  (till,  and  will  love . 
thee  to  all  eternity.     Yes,  this  mofl:  confoling,  moil 
blifsful  of  all  truths,  the  truth  that  God  is  love, 
fliould  be  the  leading  principle  of  all  our  thoughts 
and  judgments)  animate  all  our  words  and  works, 
Iblve  every  difBcuIty  in  nature  and  religion,  or  quiet 
our  minds  about  it,  diffufe  light  and  confolation 
over  ail  the  paths  of  life,  fweetening  and  dignify- 
ing every  pleafure,  and  converting  every  affli£Bon 
into  a  benefit !    It  fhould  inftru£t  us  to  live  righte* 
pufly  and  cheerfully  and  to  die  contented  and  happy ! 
And  as  often  as  we  experimentally  fed  its  faving  in- 
fluence, we  will  glory  in  chriftianity;  chriitianity, 
which  taught  us  this  firft,  grand  truth,  has  put  it  in 
the  cleared  point  of  view  and  beyond  all  doubt,  and 
would  moil  affuredly  even  if  it  had  taught  us  nothing 
elfe,  have  been  the  mod  ineftimable  boon  of  the  di* 
vine  bounty,  the  mofl  exuberant,  inexhaufHble  fource 
of  truth  and  felicity !    Yes,  happy  and  eternally 
happy  for  us,  that  we  are  chrifUans,  for  now  we 
know  him,  the  Faithful  and  True,  and  know  a^d 
believe  and  experien{:e,  that  he  is  love ! 
Cffftmiunion. 
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SERMON   XIXIV. 

The  true  nvorfinffing  of  God. 


/*^  OD,  we  are  here  met  togetfier,  to  be  oecuiued 
^^  in   thy  worfliip  and  in  thy  fervice.      What 
a  noble,  what  a  blifsful  employment !    How  it  ele^ 
vates  our  fouj !     How  it  enlarges  and  gladdeffi  o^ 
heart,  to  draw  nigh  unto  thee,  the  fuprerae,  all- 
perfed  mind,  thee,  our  creator  and  £ither,  to  know 
and  experience  our  inward.  Arid  alliance  with  thee! 
Oh  might  we  but  conftandy  honour  thee  with  6W 
hearts  as  well  as  with  our  words  and  geftures,  tp^ 
proach  thee  conftantly  with  filial  lore  and  cdnfi^ 
dence,  adore  thee  conftandy  in  fpirit  and  in  truths 
and  in  the  fentiment  of  thy  nearer  prefence  enjoy  tfa<$ 
invigoradon  and  the  felicity,  which  it  nevter  fiuls  tb 
procure  thy  fincere  and  upright  worfiuppers !    Ofv 
inight  but  our  whole  lives  be  devoted  to  thy  wor- 
{hip  and  to  thy  fervice !    Might  all  that  we  think  and 
fpeak  and  do,  atteft  that  ireverence,  that  love,  that 
obedience,  that  truft  and  confidence  which  we  fof 
ever  owe  thee !  Might  all  who  fliould  happen  to  know- 
our  difpofitions  and  to  fee  our  works,  be  thereby 
incited  and  ftimulated  to  glorify  diee,  our  fitther  ift 
heaven !    Are  not  all  the  moments  of  our  lives,  are 
not  all  the  capacities,  all  the  endowments,  all  the 
faculties  that  we  have,  all  the  fadsfa^ns  that  we 
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tnjoy,  thy  gift,  thy  property !  Are  and  continipe 
we  not  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  thy  o^eatureSi 
thy  children,  thy  fubjefts !  Doft  thou  ceafe  at  any 
time  and  in  any  place  to  watch  over  us  and  to  pro^ 
vide  for  us,  to  blefs  us  and  to  do  us  good !  Ok 
might  then  our  zeal  and  our  efforts  to  pleafe  thee 
and  to  do  thy  will,  be  as  umform,  as  conftant,  as. 
unweaiied  J  Might  ever  increafmg  truth  and  cmia 
and  harmony  reign  in  all  our  fentiments,  and  b&* 
tween  all  the  parts  of  our  condud !  Yes,  fuch  is 
now  oiur  wiih  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts*  AC- 
fift  us  mightily  by  thy  grace  and  heavenly  ben^o* 
tion^  o  God  of  our  falvation  and  hope,  in  doing  that 
which  the  accomplifhment  of  this  pious  wifh  de* 
knands.  Blefs  in  that  view  our  reflections  on  diofe 
dpfhineS  of  religion  that  are  now  to  be  delivered  to 
]is.  Let  their  effulgence  difpel  our  errors,  and 
lead  us  on  the  path  of  chriflian  perfection.  Grad* 
oufly  bear  thrfe  our  requefts,  prefented  to  thy  & 
vine  majefty  by  votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  in  whofe 
name  we  farther  ^ddrels  thee,  faying;  Our  fa^ 
th6r»  &c« 

JAMES  1.  27, 

Pore  religion  and  undefiled  before  God  aud  the  father  is  thi^ 
to  vifU  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widows  in  their  affliclioii»  and  to 
keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world. 

X4*  VERT  one  accounts  it  his  duty  to  worlhip  God 

and  to  ferve  him.     That  is,  every  man  who  is 

fiot  deftitute  of  aU  knowledge  of  God  and  of  all  be- 

lief 
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lief  an  him ;  every  one  who  conceives  of  the  ddty 
as  a  being,  that  (lands  in  certain  relations  to  the 
vifible  world,  and  particularly  towards  mankind,  that 
he  is  their  creator,  their  preferver,  their  foverdgn, 
their  judge,  on  whofe  will  their  lives  and  their  hap* 
pinefs  depend.  Nobody  moreover  abfolutely  refufes 
to  fulfil  this  duty  of  the  worfhip  and  the  fervice  of 
God.    Every  one  is  prompt  to  do  or  to  omit  in  this 
refpe£t  fomething,  now  more,  now  lefs,  now  this,  now 
fomewhat  elfe.     Many  people  put  thenifelves  to 
great  expenfe  of  money,  of  time,  of  exertion  in  this 
worfliip  and  in  this  fervice  of  God,  impofe  on  them« 
felves  many  inconvenient  reftraints,  prefcribe  them^ 
felves  auflere  rules  and  pradices,  facrifice  (bme  plea* 
fures  and  advantages,  negled  perhaps  important 
affairs  on  that  account,  and  poftpone  other  no  leis 
facred  or  even  more  facred  duties.     Little  doubt 
however  as  the  generality  of  mankind  entertain  of 
their  obligation  to  worfhip  God  and  to  ferve  him^ 
and  ready  as  they  are  for  the  mod  part  in  complying 
with  it,  yet  comparatively  but  few  fulfil  this  duty  in 
a  reafonable  manner,  agreeable  to  God  and  falutary 
to  themfelves,  becaufe  but  few  form  juft  conoq>- 
tions  of  it,  becaufe  the  generality  confine  the  wor- 
fhip and  the  fervice  of  God  to  certain  outward  fo- 
lemn  a£ts,  confidering  them  as  matters  that  belong 
merely  to  particular  times  and  places,  and  entirely 
detached  from  the  general  life  and  condud  of  man- 
kind.   Let  us  endeavour  to  reftify  this  opinion,  my 

pious 
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|nous  hearers,  and  that  with  the  greater  care,  (mce 
the  influence  of  any  miftake  on  this  head  is  fo  ei> 
tremely  injurious  to  our  virtue  and  happinefs.  What 
is  therefore  to  worfliip  God  and  to  ferve  him  ?  How 
can,  how  (hould  this  be  our  daily,  our  unceafing 
occupation  ?  Wherein  confifts  the  perpetual  di- 
vine woHhip,  the  perpetual  divine  fervice  of  the 
chrifUan  ?  To  the  anfwering  of  thefe  queftions  I 
have  devoted  my  prefent  difcourfe ;  and  the  anfwer- 
ing of  them  will  Ihew  us  how  true  and  how  important 
the  declaration  of  the  apoftle  in  our  text  is :  the  pro- 
per and  acceptable  divine  fervice  is  this,  to  affift  wi- 
dows and  orphans  in  their  diftrefs,  and  to  keep  un- 
fpotted  from  the  world,  or  confifts  in  leading  a  be- 
neficent, harmlefs,  virtuous  life. 

Of  this  we  are  perfe&ly  fure,  my  pious  hearers, 
that  we  cannot  ferve  God,  as  we  ferve  one  another. 
We  mutually  ferve  each  other,  by  aflifting  and  re- 
lieving one  another,  bearing  one  another's  burdens, 
eafing  one  another  in  our  bufineifes  or  our  troubles, 
by  lending  or  imparting  to  one  another  our  credit, 
our  property,  our  fagacity,  our  abilities,  by  work- 
ing and  providing  for  others,  bearing  and  fuflfering 
for  others,  by  promoting  the  perfeftion  and  happi- 
neisof  one  another.  But  now,  o  man,  what  canft, 
what  wouldft  thou  do,  in  order  to  z&A  the  Al- 
mighty ?  Who  hath  direSed  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord, 
or  b^ng  his  counfellor  hath  taught  him  ?  With 
whom  took  be  counfel,  and  who  inftrufted  him, 

brought 
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brought  him  in  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  Imx 
knowledge,  and  (hewed  to  him  the  way  of  under*, 
ftanding  ?  What  wouldft,  what  canft  thou  do,  o 
man,  to  make  the  fupremely  perfeft  ftiU  more  per- 
fect, him  who  is  alone  and  Unalterably  happy,  itil\ 
more  happy?  What  wouldft,  what  canft  thou 
give  him,  that  is  not  his,  that  he  did  not  (irft  give 
thee  ?  Is  not  every  beaft  of  the  foreft,  are  not  the 
fowls  of  the  mountains,  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thou-* 
)and  hills,  whence  thou  mighteft  be  induced  to  bring 
him  an  oflFering,  already  his  ?  Is  not  the  earth,  are 
not  all  the  fruits  which  it  produces  and  treafure  it 
contains,  his  ?  Of  whom  does  he  need  any  thing, 
the  All-fuiEcient  ?  Dwells  he,  whom  the  heaven 
of  heavens  cannot  contain,  in  temples  made  with 
hands  ?  Does  he,  who  gave  to  all  men  life  and 
breath  and  everything,  want  the  fervice  and  the  at- 
tendance of  man  f  And  can  a  man,  as  it  is  faid  in 
the  book  of  Job,  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he  that 
is  wife  may  be  profitable  unto  himfelf?  Is  it  any 
gain  to  the  Almighty,  that  thou  art  righteous,  that 
thou  makeft  thy  ways  perfect?  If  thou  finneft, 
what  doft  thou  againft  him  ?  If  thou  be  righteous, 
what  giveft  thou  him  ?  What  receiveth  he  there- 
from at  thy  hand  ? 

Not  lefs  certain  however  is  it,  my  pious  hearers, 
that  to  worfhip  God  and  pay  him  due  fervice,  does 
not  imply,  cannot  merely  confift  in,  what  is  fo  called  in 
regard  to  the  great  and  powerful  of  the  earth.  Tliefe 

we 
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We  are  wont  to  approach  with  apparent  reverence 
and  devotion,  bow  ourfelves  before  them,  or  ill 
their  prefence  fell  proftrate  to  the' ground,  extol  thdr 
grandeur,  their  authority,  their  wifdom,  their  boun^ 
ty,  flatter  their  darling  propenfities  and  paffiona,' 
praife  their  real  or  fuppofed  merits,  fhew  them  out- 
ward  marks  of  fubmiffion  and  of  zeal  for  their  in- 
terefts,  efteem  ourfelves,  in  appearance  at  leaft,  ho- 
noured by  their  commands,   cheered  by  their  gra* 
cious  fmiles,  rewarded  by  their  obliging  words, 
promife  them  obedience  and  fidelity,  commend  our- 
felves to   their  patronage  and  their  graces  ;   and 
afterwards  commonly  do  jufl:  what  either  we  ar6 
abfolutely  forced  to  do,  or  ^hat  we  can  do  without 
much  trouble    or  inconvenience,    without    caring 
any  ferther  about  their  dafires,  the  promotion  oi 
their  views,  their  perfonal  interefts  or  thofe  of  their 
dependants,  without  being  governed  orreftrained 
by  anything  of  all  this  in  the  reft  of  our  ordinary 
carriage.     With  fuch  fervice  muft  indeed  the  gods 
of  the  earth  in  general  be  content,  for  the  intrin- 
fic,  the  remote,  what  enfues  in  their  abfence,  is  for 
the  moft  part  concealed  from  them,  is  fometimes 
even  indifferent  to  them.     In  the  mean  time  thefe 
marks  of  honour  flatter  their  pride,  caufe  them  to 
feel  their  fuperiorlty  over  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
remind  them  of  the  various  means  and  implements 
they  have  at  command  for  procuring  aftual  fervices, 
for  following  their  inclinations,  executing  their  pro- 
]eGkSj  and  caufing  their  orders  to  be  obeyed.  — — ;- 
9  But 
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But  tfie  God  of  heaven,  the  Oitinifcient,  the  Om«r 
luprefent,  the  trier  of  the  heart  and  the  reins,  who 
fees  in  fecret,  to  whom  the  night  is  as  tight  as  the 
day,  ihould,  can,  will  he  be  fatisfied  with  this? 
Can  and  will  he  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon, 
as  we  impofe  upon  one  another  ?  Is  that  forfooth 
the  worfhiping,  is  that  the  ferving  of  God,  the  ferv- 
iog  of  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  o  man,  if  at  ftated 
times  thou  appeared  in  his  temple,  if  thou  there 
humbled  thyfelf  before  him,  who  dwelieth  in  bea* 
ven,  and  fiUeth  all  with  his  prefence,  if  thou  there 
tepeaX  certain  forms  of  prayer,  chant  certsdn  hymns 
of  praife,.  obferve  certain  rites,  attend  certain  folem* 
nttxes,  and  then  in  all  the  reft  of  thy  life,  at  other 
times  and  other  places,  but  feldom  thinkeft  on  him, 
but  feldom  concerned  thyfelf  about  his  will  and  go* 
vemeft  thyfelf  by  it,  but  feldom  endeavoured  to 
pleafe  him,  but  feldom  dod  that  which  he  commands 
thee  to  do,  but  feldom  drived  to  promote  his  defigns 
on  earth  ?  Is  this  indeed  to  glorify  God  with  our 
body  and  with  our  foul  ?  Is  this  to  confecrate  our 
whole  life  to  him?  Is  this  to  do  all,  whatever  we 
do,  ^o  the  honour  and  glory  of  God  ?  —  Certsdnly 
God  requires  of  thee  that  pubtic  homage,  thofe  out- 
ward tokens  of  thy  devout  feelings  and  difpoAtions, 
yet  not  on  his  account,  but  for  thy  own  fake  and 
that  of  thy  brethren,  not  as  an  end,  but  as  means  to 
higher  ends,  not  as  the  eflentials  of  his  worfhip  and 
his  fervice,  but  as  dire^on  and  excitement  and 
impulfe  to  it. 

No, 
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No,  my  pious  hearers,  to  worfhip  God,  implies, 
to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  who  God  is,  and  in  what 
relations  we  ftand  towards  him,  to  keep  this  fenfe 
always  lively  and  aftive,  and  conftantly  to  think, 
fpcak  and  aft  in  conformity  with  it.  Therefore,  to 
be  fenfible  how  far  God  is  exalted  above  us,  how 
entirely  we  depend  on  him,  and  what  unlimited 
obedience,  what  complete  fubmiflion  we  owe  him ; 
to  be  fenfible  that  God  is  our  creator,  our  father, 
our  fovereign,  our  judge,  and  to  behave  in  fuch 
manner  towards  him,  as  becomes  his  creatures;  his 
children,  his  fubjeds ;  to  be  fenfible  that  God  is 
omnifcient,  omniprefent,  confummately  wife  and  of 
great  kindnefs,  and  therefore  conftantly  to  walk 
before  his  face,  to  live  under  a  due  fenfe  of  his 
prefence,^to  dread  everywhere  and  at  all  times  the 
commii&on  of  any  evil  before  his  all-piercing  eyes, 
or  to  omit  any  good,  to  acknowledge  his  unerring 
wifdom  in  all  his  ordinances  and  injunctions,  to  be 
iatisfied  with  both  the  one  and  the  other  without 
referve  and  contradiftion,  and  always  with  cheerful 
confidence  to  truft  in  his  mercy.  To  ferve  God, 
implies,  to  intend  good  and  to  do  good,  in  every 
predicament  to  intend  the  bed  and  to  do  the  bed, 
and  to  intend  and  do  this  from  a  principle  of  love 
and  obedience  to  God ;  it  implies  to  fiilfirour  duty, 
and  readily  and  willingly  and  therefore  to  fulfil  it^ 
becaufe  God  has  impofed  it  pn  us ;  it  implies,  to 
promote  as  much  as  pofiible  order,  truth,  virtue, 
happinefSs  in  ourfelves  and  among  mankind,  to  con» 

I      *  tribute 


4^  TftS  TRITE  WORSHI^MNG  09  COb. 

tribute  our  due  proportion  to  the  beauty  and  perfeC^ 
tion  of  the  whole,  to  the  general  interefts  of  die 
kitigdom  of  God,  and  thus  to  think  and  a£t  agree- 
ably to  his  defigns.  This  is  to  vorfhip  God  in 
Ipirit  and  in  truth,  and  to  pay  him  a  reafonable^ 
an  acceptable  fervice.  'Whoever  feels  and  afts  thus^ 
whoever  is  thi^s  difpofed  and  thus  lives,  his  whole  life 
is  one  continued  a3  of  worfhip,  one  uninterrupted 
fervice  of  God.  —  We  will  illuftrate  the  fubjed  by 
a  clofer  application  of  it  to  a  few  particulars  of  our 
conduft. 

I  therefore  ferve  God,  I  worfhip  him  by  labour- 
ing at  my  own  improvement  and  perfeftion,  by 
afferting  the  dignity  of  my  rational  nature,  and  by 
fo  regulating  my  thoughts  and  life  as  befits  a  crea- 
ture that  is  fo  far  exalted  above  the  beafls  of  the 
field,  that  is  of  divine  cxtradion.  I  have,  (thus  flow 
my  thoughts  on  fuch  occafions,)  I  have  capacities 
and  powers  of  various  kinds,  and  of  fupeiior  excel- 
knce.  Thefc  I  did  not  confer  upon  myfelf,  they 
are  God's,  originate  from  him,  and  are  by  him  pre- 
ferved.  My  body  and  my  foul  are  his  property, 
and  both  (hould  glorify  him,  their  creator  and  pre- 
fervcr.  He  beftowed  them  both  upon  me  for  the 
turtherance  of  ray  own  happinefs  and  that  of  all  my 
fpecies.  It  cannot  therefore  poflibly  be  of  equal 
iiiport  to  Iiim,  whether  I  enervate  and  defbroy  my 
body  And  my  foul  by  folly  and  vice,  or  by  wifdom 
and  virtue  preferve  and  perfeft  them  ;  whether  I 
make  a  good  or  ill  ufe  of  my  capacities  and  powers  ; 

whether 
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tt^hdher  I  degrade  myfelf  to  a  level  with  the  brute 
dreation^  or  devate  myfelf  to  fuperior  beings  and 
approach  to  deity.  No,  I  fhould,  I  will  be  and  dd 
aOd  ufe,  all  that  through  God  I  am  and  can  do, 
whatever  I  have  ireceived  from  him,  to  the  ends  for 
which  he  has  befboWed  it  on  me;  For  this  is  agrees 
261e  to  my  creator  and  father  in  heaven,  this  is  in 
purfuance  of  his  Will  and  his  purpofe^;  If  I  exercife 
my  underftanding  in  rational  hleditatibn,  (tore  my 
memory  with  ufeful  knowledge,  dired  iiiy  affe£tions 
to  the  beil^  the  worthi^ft  bbjeds,  and  employ  all 
niy  faculties  in  a£ks  of  juflice  and  beneficence,  if  I 
unabatedly  purfue  a  prdgreflive  improvement  in  in* 
telled  and  virtue,  ah  increafing  participation  in  the 
divine  nature,  and  do  this  becaUfe  I  perceive  and  feel 
how  highly  Gdd  has  favoured  me,  and  how  much 
he  ha^  entnifled  to  me  i  I  thus  ferve  him,  I  thus 
wotihip  him  in  the  beft  manner,  the  way  moft 
a^reeabl^  to  him,  I  thus  glorify  him  in  my  body- 
and  in  my  foul,  fince  t  ufe  tb^m  according  to  his 
will  and  td  his  glory.  Thus  my  body  and  my  foul 
evince  th^  perfection  of  theiir  author.  Thus  I  main- 
taan  the  dignity  of  iny  celeftial  origin,  the  honour  of 
bang  fbnhed  in  the  fimilitude  of  God,  and  my  un*^ 
derftanding  is  a  more  or  lefs  effulgent  beam  of  his 
unbounded  intelled,  my  inclination  a  ihore  or  lefs 
perfeft  refledion  of  his  confummaite  wifdom  and 
benignity,  my  public  ufefulnefs  a  livelier  or  fainter 
imitation  of  his  inceflant,  all-ihvolving  and  all-ani^ 
mating  efficacy^  Thus  mud,  thus  will  all,  who  ob^ 
.VOL .  II*  s  ferve 
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ferve  me  prefling  forward  in  my  progrefs  to  per«r 
fedion,  and  fee  my  good  works^  glorify  our  father 
in  heaven. 

To  proceed,  I  ferve  God,  I  worfliiphim,  if  I  wor- 
thily occupy  the  poft  which  I  fill  in  the  world  among 
mankind,  if  I  faithfully  difcharge  the  duties  of  my 
ftation,  of  my  office,  of  my  vocation,  and  that  from 
a  principle  of  obedience  to  God  and  a  fled&ft  re* 
gard  to  his  will.    God,  (thus  thinks  the  good  man^ 
whofe  whole  couxfe  of  life  is  one  contmued  ad  of 
divine  worfliip,)    God,  who  orders,  condufls  and 
governs  all  things,  has  affigned  me  thiis  poft  in  his 
empire,  placed  me  in  this  fituation,  appointed  me 
to  this  office.    He  determines,  that  in  this  and  not 
in  another  place,  in  this  and  not  in  another  method, 
in  this  and  not  in  another  circle,  I  (hall  co-operate  tQ 
the  good  of  the  whole.    He  furveys  all,  compre^ 
hends  all,  whether  in  time  or  fpace,  and  beft  knows, 
how  far  and  for  what  purpofes  every  one  of  his 
creatures  is  fit,    what  fhould  be  attempted  and 
achieved  by  each,  and  how  by  all,  the  general  order, 
the  higheft  perfection  and  happinefs  ihould  be  maior 
tained  and  advanced.    Be  my  fituation  in  the  world 
therefore  ever  fo  humble,  my  occupations  ever  (o 
difficult  and  laborious,  their  fuccefs  ever  fo  uncer* 
tain  and  trifling,  yet  I  am  ftanding  there,  I  am  work-> 
ing  there,  where  God  the  AUwife  wills  that  I  fhould 
ftand  and  work,  I  do  that  which  he  wills  that  I  (hould 
do.     I  am  occupied  in  his  fervicej  and  to  ferve  hinx 
i&^ways  honour  and  felicity,  be  it  where  and  where^ 

7  by 
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tty  it  may.  Thue  therefore  may  the  pruice  and  th^ 
iubjedy  the  officer  of  ftate  and  the  day-labourer,  the 
learned  and  the  unlearned,  thus  may  the  merchant^ 
the  mechanic,  the  artift,  the  hu(bandman,  the  father^ 
the  mother  of  a  family,  thus  may  every  individual, 
by  the  profecution  of  his  ordinary  affairs,  ferve  God 
and  worihip  him  continually,  if  every  individual  in 
every  place  at  all  times  does  that,,  which  according 
to  his  flation  and  calling  he  can  and  ought  to  do, 
and  confiders  all  this  as  the  ta(k  which  God  has 
committed  to  him  here  on  earth  to  finifh.  For,  by 
fo  thinking  and  a£dng,  I  revere  the  inftitutions  and 
regulations  which  God  has  eftablilhed  amone  man- 
kind, in  fo  doing  I  feel  and  acknowledge  his  >radom 
and  his  kindnefs  in  all  that  he  difpofes  and  enjoins, 
and  aft  always  confiftently  mth  this  knowledge  and 
this  perception.  I  thus  fubmit  my  will  entirely  to  the 
will  of  God,  allow  myfelf  to  be  guided  and  govern- 
ed by  him  in  all  things,  look  to  him  in  all,  and  ad 
and  work  as  it  were  upon  the  fame  plan  by  which 
God  ads,  and  am,  in  the  language  of  fcripture,  a 
worker  together  with  him. 

I  ferve  thirdly  God,  I  worihip  him,  if  without  re- 
gard to  the  particular  duties  of  my  ftadon  and  call- 
ing, firom  a  good  heart  and  in  good  views  I  krve 
my  bretbxen  and  promote  their  true  interefts 
according  to  my  means,  if,  as  it  is  faid  in  our 
text,  I  readily  affift  and  relieve  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  and  in  general,  the  indigent  and  diftrefled, 
and  that  from  a  pnndple  of  love  and  obedience  to 

E  2  God. 
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God.    Here,  (fays  the  chriftian  to  himfelf,  wfaofe 
fife  is  one  continued  a£b  of  divine  worihip,)  here  are 
children  of  my  heavenly  father,  fighing  beneath  the 
Iveight  of  misfortune,  deploring  their  painful  fepa« 
tation  from  the  partner  of  then*  lires,  lamenting 
fome  heavy  fofs,  I  tnll  Me  me  thither  and  ccfmfort 
them,  will  at  lead  weep  with  them,  and  as  much  ad 
poifible  alleviate  their  fufferings  by  the  intereft  I 
take  in  them  :  there  are  others,  who  are  ftniggling 
innxh  want  and  mifery,  anxiouffy  lifting  up  theur  fup« 
pliant  hands  to  heaven  for  fuccour,  I  will  run  and 
adminiffef  f o  theif  relief  as  fiair  as  I  am  able,  in  hopes 
of  bdng  the  happy  inftrument  by  which  God  an-* 
fwers  their  prayers  and  affords  them  the  wifhed  for 
aid.    Here  are  forbm  and  helplefs  obje£b,  bereav- 
ed of  their  (lay,  theif  guardian,  their  protestor,  and 
expofed  to  the  artifices  of  fedudion  as  well  as  to  the 
violence  of  the  wicked,  I  wilT  take  up  their  cauie,  of 
recommend  them  to  the  patronage  and  protedion  of 
fome  perfon  of  more  weight  and  confequence  than 
I  can  pretend  ta,  and  thus  fortify  them   in  theif 
truft  in  that  God  who  is  a  father  to  the  fatherlefs 
and  defendeth  the  caufe  of  the  widow :  there  are 
fome  that  are  gone  aftray,  who  have  mifbken  the 
right  path,  and  have  ftnick  into  devious  turning^ 
and  intricacies,  1  will  go  and  in  a  friendly  man* 
ner  fhew  them  the  ettor  ^f  their  ways,    admi« 
nifter  to  them  brotherly  corre^on,  endeavour  to 
lead  them  back  fo  the  paths  of  truth  and  happinefs, 
to  God,  their  fitther.    JBodi  the  one  nd  the  other 

are 
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are  creatures  and  children  of  God,  all  of  them  my 
brothers  and  fifters,  and  if  I  efteem  and  love  theiu 
as  fttchy  if  as  fuch  I  fenre  and  alTifl:  them,  I  honour 
the  creator  and  father  both  of  them  and  me,  I  do 
that  which  he  bids  me  do^  as  it  wpre  in  his  ftead  apd 
in  bis  name,  I  employ  my  faculdes,  my  eiKiowm^ts, 
my  intereft,  my  linderftandiag,  my  fympathifing^ 
fentimental  heart,  to  €ke  ends  for  'which  be  bellowed 
them  on  me,  I  am  an  inftrument  in  his  hand,  where- 
by he  af&fts  and  does  good  to  fome  of  his  children, 
I  fumifli  them  with  the  motive  and  opportunity  to 
glorify  our  father  in  heaven  and  to  rejoice  in  his 
providential  care.  And  may  we  not  affirm  this  to 
be  the  nobleft  way  of  worlhipping  God,  the  pureft 
and  trueR  method  of  ferving  him,  ? 

To  conclude,  I  ferve  God,  I  worflup  him,  if  I  re- 
gard, accept,  enjoy,  fuffer,  do  every  thing,  good  and 
evil,  in  its  dependence  on  God,  afcend  through  all 
to  him,  through  all  make  nearer  approaches  to  him. 
Now  I  behold  the  magnificent  univerfe  if  God,  his 
^eat  and  glorious  works  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
and  admire  the  wifdom,  the  power,  the  benignity  of 
thdr  author :  then  I  enjoy  the  various  refrefhing  and 
firengthening  fruits  of  the  earth,  the  no  lefs  various 
produ^  of  human  induftry,  of  human  art  and  in- 
genuity, the  elegances  and  accommodations  of  life, 
and  rejoice  in  him  who  impregnates  the  earth  by  his 
energy,  aad  adorns  it.  by  his  bleiSng,  who  gave  un- 
derftanding  and  induftry  to  man,  and  made  the  pre- 
sent life  fo  fertile  in  fources  of  fadsfadlion  and  plea* 
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fure.  Now  I  do  that  which  my  ofBce  and  vocatkm 
call  me  to  do,  and  do  it  with  facility  and  fuccefs,  en* 
gage  in  ufefxil  occupations,  conquer  the  difficulties 
conneded  with  them,  reap  the  hoped  for  fruits  from 
them,  and  magnify  him,  who  gave  and  prefenred  to 
me  the  abilides  for  them,  and  has  crowned  my  en-i 
deavours  with  fuccefs :  then  I  meet  with  other 
obftades,  which  I  am  not  able  to  overcome,  am 
forced  to  abandon  my  defigns,  and  to  fee  my  bed 
plans  defeated,  and  even  then  adore  the  decreet 
of  him  on  whom  the  completion  of  every  purpofe 
depends,  and  without  whofe  favour  no  enterprife 
liowever  good  can  profper.  Now  I  fuSer,  and  hy 
to  myfelf,  it  is  thy  father  in  heaven,  from  whom 
this  affliftion  proceeds,  and  he  lays  no  burden  upon 
thee  which  thou  art  unable  to  bear,  and  the  en* 
durance  whereof  is  not  falutary  to  thee :  then  I  am 
revived,  confoled,  pacified  in  my  fufierings,  liberated 
from  theni,  and  recognife  and  feel  in  all  this  the 
gracious  plfefence,  the  parental  care  and  providential 
relief  of  my  God.  Can  I  however  entertain  fuch 
ideas  and  fendments,  can  I  do  all  this,  without  wor^ 
ihipping  God,  without  holding  him  for  what  he  is, 
without  forming  jufl  and  honourable  conceptions  of 
him  and  of  his  government,  without  being  faithful 
to  my  conyidions,  and  allowing  them  their  proper 
influence  over  my  conduft  ? 

And  this,  my  pious  hearens,  is  the  continual  di- 
vine worfliip,  the  continual  divine  fervice  of  the 
chriftian  I    Thus  does  he  make  it  his  daily,  his  per- 
petual 
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petual  occupation !    Rely  not  therefore,  o  man,  on 
that  which  is  vulgarly  and  exclufively  called  the 
vrorfhip  Ind  fervice  of  God,  deem  it  not  the  eflentials 
of  thy  duty,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  thy  godlineis, 
detach  not  that  duty  firom  the  reft  of  thy  deport- 
ment, confine  it  not  to  certain  times  and  places, 
think  net  that  it  is  obligatory  on  thee  in  any  one 
moment  of  thy  life  lels  than  in  any  other,  and  be* 
ware  of  fuppofing  anything  to  be  the  true  worfliip- 
ping  of  God,  in  which  thy  heart  has  no  concern^ 
and  which  has  no  influence  on  thy  condu£L    No, 
God  cannot,  like  man,  be  fatisfied  with  mere  out* 
wards  a&ions,  with  humble  geftures,  with  downcaft 
eyes,  with  complimentary  and  flattering  words,  be* 
caufe  to  him  all  hearts  are  open,  he  fees  the  infide 
as  well  as  the  outfide,  what  is  done  in  fccret  as  well 
as  what  pafles  in  the  face  of  day,  and  all  externals 
j^hat  are  at  variance  with  the  internals,  can  in  his 
eyes,  not  only  have  no  worth  at  all,  it  muft  be  really 
culpable,  fmce  it  implies  an  abnegatioft  or  a  forget* 
fulnefs  of  his  abfolute  perfedion,  and  is  vile  hypo- 
crify.    No,  God  looks  at  the  heart,  and  fincerity 
alone  is  agreeable  to  him.  For  the  fame  reafon  like- 
wife  Go{l  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  fingle,  truly  good, 
but  tranfient,  fentiments  and  actions,  but  muft  judge 
the  man  according  to  his  ruling  difpofitions  and  by 
the  whole  tenour  of  his  condud:,  becaufe  to  him  the 
whole  is  always  pr€;fent,  becaufe  he  loves  order  and 
harmony  above  all  things,  becaufe  he  would  have  us 
.  vui  our  brethren  by  us  to  be  good  and  happy,  not 
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9ierely  in  fome  moments  and  in  certain  particulars^ 
but  entirely  and  for  ever. 

Wouldft  thou  therefore,  o  man,  o  chriftian,  wor<« 
ihip  God  and  ferve  him  fo  as  to  meet  with  his  ac- 
ceptance and  good  pleafure,  confidently  with  thy 
Xiature,  thy  appointment,  thy  happinefs ;  fet  the  Lord 
always  before  thee,  let  the  idea  of  God  be  never  ab« 
feat  from  thy  mind,  never  be  indifferent,  but  always 
important,  always  dear,  always  prefent  to  thee,  al« 
low  it  always  to  have  its  natural  tendency  to  diffufe 
light  into  thy  underilanding,  and  order  and  peace 
and  contei^tment  into  thy  heart.  Afcend  frequently 
in  fpirit  to  thy  creator  and  father^  and  do  fo  in  thy 
amufements  as  well  as  thy  bufinefs,  in  the  tumult  of 
focial  as  in  the  quiet  of  domeftic  or  retired  life.  The 
avidity  to  pleafe  God  and  to  dp  his  will,  to  refemble 
him  more  and  more,  and  fo  to  become  more  capable 
of  communion  with  him,  fliould  be  to  thee  a  viviiy* 
ing  principle  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  the  mov« 
ing  fpring  of  thy  whole  behavbur.  Thy  duty  ihould 
be  always  facred  and  inviolable  to  thee,  and  the  per- 
formance of  it  the  refult  of  love  and  gratitude  to  thy 
heavenly  father,  the  eSed  of  that  devout  obedience 
and  complete  rei^gpatipn,  with  which  thou  art  at- 
tached to  him.  To  fuccour  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  in  their  diflrefs,  ^d  to  keep  thyfelf  unfpotted 
from  the.  world ;  to  do  good  to  thy  brethren,  to  miti- 
gate their  fpSerings  and  defolation,  and  to  increafe 
their  fund  of  happinefs,  and  withal  to  lead  a  life  of 
innocence,  free  from  the  prevailing  follies  and  vices^ 
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and  marl^e4  by  the  praC^ce  of  univerfal  virtue  :  be 
that  thy  joy,  thy  glory,  the  aim  of  thy  endeavours. 
So  wilt  thou  honour  God,  by  refpeBSng  and  ho- 
pouring  thy  own  nature^  and  employing  thy  capad- 
ties  and  powers  agreeably  to  the  will  and  the  inten- 
tions pf  their  author*  So  wil(  thou  ferye  God,  by 
ferving  his  preatures  and  chOdren,  and  profecuting 
his  work  on  earth.  So  wilt  thou,  according  to  the 
precept  of  the  apoftle,  neither  eat  nor  drink,  nor  do 
any  thing  elfe  that  does  not  tend  to  the  glory  of 
God.  And  fo  will  the  worihip  and  the  fervice  of 
God  be,  not  a  burden,  but  a  fatisfa£tion  and  pleafure 
to  thee ;  nmt  a  conftraint  upon  thee,  but  a  neceflary 
and  refreihment  of  life  ^  not  a  moleftation  and  inter- 
ruption of  thy  pleafure,  but  the  recreation  and  mul- 
tipUcation  of  it.  Thus  will  thy  affedions  never  lead 
different  ways,  thy  duties  never  dafh  together,  diy 
love  of  God  and  man  will  as  it  were  blend*  and 
coalelce,  and  thy  temper  and  frame  of  life  will  be 
in  ferfeSt  confiftence.  Thus  wilt  thou  be  ever  be- 
coming more  able  and  fit  to  worfhip  God  more 
worthily  hereafter,  to  ferve  him  more  purely  and  in- 
defatigpbly,  and  to  execute  greater  matters  in  his 
fervice,  and  to  enjoy  fuperior  felicities,  than  is  pofli- 
ble  fcxr  thee  to  do  at  prefent  in  this  date  of  weakneft 
^d  limitation. 
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SERMON    XXXV. 

How  we  Jbould  excite  fbe  Love  of  God  in  our  Uearts^ 
and  reduce  it  to  a  Principle  of  ASlion. 


f^  OD,  that  we  not  only  daily  and  hourly  receive 
y^  fo  many  undeniable  proofe  of  thy  parental  a£> 
fe£lion  for  us,  but  that  we  can  alfo  rejoice  in  thee  as 
our  £stther,  and  make  thee  as  thy  children  returns  of 
love :  this  is  the  grand  prei^ogative  of  our  nature, 
the  pureft  and  moft  exuberant  fource  of  our  felicity. 
Even  the  innumerable  orders  of  inferior  beings  that 
furround  us,  are  preferved,  nourifhed  and  iati^ed 
with  good  by  thee,  our  univerfal  creator  and  £tther  \ 
but,  though  endued  with  life  and  fenfe,  through  the 
imperfe&ion  of  their  make,  they  can  neithei^difceni 
thy  power  which  upholds,  thy  prefence  which  ^ani« 
mates,  nor  thy  kind  and  gracious  influence,  that 
cheers  and  comforts  their  frame.  But  thou  haft  im« 
planted  a  fpirit  in  man,  to  which  thy  almighty  in* 
fpiration  has  given  fuperior  meafures  of  underftand- 
ing ;  he  alone  of  all  the  creatures  of  the  earth,  can  lift 
hi?  heart  to  thee,  he  alone  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy 

bounties 
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bounties  can  feel  thy  parental  tendemefs  and  love^- 
and  thu9  exalt  and  refine  his  taite,  for  all  that  he  be« 
liolds  and  enjoys  of  beautiftd  and  good.  He  alone 
has  the  capacity  of  knowing  the  fount  firom  whence 
his  joys  and  comforts  flow,  and  knows  and  rejoices 
that  this  fount  is  eternal  and  inexhauftible.  God, 
what  vafl:  inferences  fpontaneoufly  follow  from  this 
capacity  in  us  men  of  knowing  and  loving  thee  ( 
And  wlu^t  may  we  not  hope  and  exped  from  it  in 
all  future  times  |  How  fecurely  it  places  us  out  of  all 
4read  of  annihilation,  or  of  retrogreifion  on  the  ftale 
of  things!  What  promifes  it  holds  out  to  us  of 
fiermlf  ince^&nt  approximation  to  diee  and  to  per-> 
^^on !  Qh  may  our  hearts  be  foft  and  yielding  to 
every  impreffion  of  thee,  to  the  fenfe  of  thy  parental 
love,  and  be  thorpughly  pervaded  by  the  molt  grate«p 
ful  an4  eflicadous  return  of  love!  Oh  may  the 
thought  of  thee,  our  wifeft,  kindeft,  mod  liberal 

;  father,  \>e  ever  prefect  to  our  minds,  ever  dear  tc^ 
pur  hearts,  and  •  always  connected  with  that  delight 
imd  blifs,  which  it  never  fails  to  procure  to  the  wifefi: 
and  bell  pf  thy  children  and  worfhippers !  May  even 
the  confiderations  in  which  we  are  now  about  to  en- 

,  ^ge  be  bjefled  to  that  end !  Teach  us  to  know  and 
^1  how  greatly  the  love  of  thee  invigorates,  dignifies 
fmd  bleflfes  mankind,  and  grant  that  we  may  all  en- 
ter upon  that  path,  and  ftedfailly  purfue  it,  by  which 
we  attain  to  thefe  privileges  and  to  this  felicity.  Hear 
\a  ya.  thefe  oyr  humble  fupplications  which  we  offer 

up 
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«p  unto  thee  with  filial  confidence  as  the  votaries  of 
Jefus,  and  continue  to  pray  unto  thee  for  ourfelves 
and  for  all  mankind  in  his  name  and  in  his  own  pe- 
culiar words.    Our  biher^  kc. 
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MATTHEW  Xxii.    37, 

Tboit  (halt  love  tlic  Lord  ihj  God  with  all  thy  heart}  and 
with  all  thy  foql,  aod  wiih  all  thy  miud. 

inr7E  may  reprefent  to  ourfelves,  my  pious  hearers, 
the  love  of  God  partly  as  a  duty,  partly  as 
the  privilege  and  felicity  of  man.  If  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  inculcate  it  upon  us  as  a  duty,  they  principally 
intend  by  it  the  obedience  that  we  owe  to  God,  that 
exclufive  worfhip  which  we  alone  can  pay  him,  and 
the  prompt  and  cheerful  perfommnce  of  it.  It  is  a!)- 
folutely  our  botmden  duty ;  and  that  in  the  Aridieft 
and  mod  proper  fignification  of  the  term.  God  is 
our  creator  and  fovereign :  we  are  his  creatures  and 
fubjefte.  What  then  can  abfolve  us  from  the  mod 
unlimited  obedience  to  him  ?  He  is  infinitely  exalted 
above  us,  and  all  that  is  without  him :  he  is  the  only 
potentate,  the  lord  of  all  dominion,  the  confummate* 
ly  perfect,  the  matchlefs  being.  Can  we  worthily 
enough  worfhip  him ;  and  who  deferves  to  be  wor« 
flupped  like  him  ?  All  his  commands  are  juft  and 
holy,  and  their  obfervance  is  every  way  promotive 
of  our  happinefs.  What  arguments,  what  motives. 
Sot  keeping  them  without  hefitation,  with  prompti* 

tude 
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tude  and  joy  ?  In  this  fenfe  to  love  God  is  abfolutdy 
our  duty,  the  perpetual  duty  of  man. 

If  however  we  confider  it  as  the  privilege  and  feE- 
dty  of  thofe  whom  it  animates  as  a  vivifying  princi- 
ple, it  cannot  properly  be  demanded  of  us ;  it  is  not 
fo  much  a  pofitive  duty  impofed  on  us  by  the  law, 
and  the  tranfgreflion  whereof  is  puniflied  by  the  le- 
gillator,  as  rather  the  motive  and  energy  to  every 
duty,  and  a  reward  for  the  accomplifliment  of  it.  It 
is  the  natural  confequence  of  a  found,  frame  and 
temper  of  mind  in  regard  to  God  and  our  relations 
towards  him ;  the  refuk  of  thofe  juft  and  adequate. 
Conceptions  we  form  of  him,  or  at  leaft  fuch  as  are 
honourable  to  the  divine  nature  and  approaching 
towards  the  truth,  and  the  devout  emotions  that  arife 
from  them.  This  love  of  God  confifts  principally 
in  the  complacency,  in  the  pleafiire  and  fadsiadion 
with  which  every  thought  of  him,  every  elevation  of 
the  heart  to  him,  every  enjoyment  of  Ws  bounties, 
every  inward  and  outwaW  aft  of  worfhip,  of  adora^ 
tion,  of  fubmiflion,  of  acquiefcencej  of  obedience,- 
that  we  yield  him,  is  connefbed  in  the  foul  of  the 
devout.  And  this  love  towards  God  is  the  higfteft 
privilege,  is  the  pureft  felicity  of  man.  A  privilege, 
a  felicity,  my  dear  friends,  that  far,  far  traniceiids' 
whatever  elfe  may  bear  that  name  among  mankind. 
A  privilege,  a  felicity  that  merits  our  moft  zealous 
and  unabated  endeavours,  endeavours  that  at  the  fame 
time  tend  to  the  acquirement  of  all  befides  that  can 
truly  honour  and  blefs  us.     Yes,  when  this  love  to- 
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wards  God  has  once  got  pofleflion  of  our  heart ; 
when  it  has  become  the  leading  idea^  the  ruling  fen*, 
timent .  within ;  what  burden  of  life  will  not  feem 
light  to  us,  what  duty  not  be  pleafant  ?  To  what 
degree  of  human  virtue  and  happineis  may  we  not 
then  attain !  But  this  privilege  mufl  be  acquired, 
this  felicity  muft  be  fought,  fought  with  unremitted 
ardour,  if  we  would  have  it  for  our  portion.  How- 
ever natural  the  love  of  what  is  amiable  may  be  to 
our  heart :  yet  its  fenfitnlity  to  it  ihould  be  culti- 
vated, refined,  improved  by  refle£tion  and  pradice  ; 
it  {hould  be  rendered  greater,  continually  more  ca- 
pable of  nobler  emotions.  And  thus  it  is  likewife 
with  that  love  towards  God  of  which  we  are  fpeak- 
ing.  It  is  not  a  fpontaneous  growth  within  us,  it  is 
and  effeduates  not  without  our  exertions  that  within 
us,  which  it  may  and  ought  properly  to  be  and  ef- 
fe&uate  within  us.  This  fpark  of  celeftial  fire  re- 
quires to  be  carefully  £mned  and  nourifhed,  in  order 
that  it  may  not  go  out.  And  for  your  conduft  here- 
in, my  pious  hearers,  I  am  defirous  at  prefent  to  give 
ym  a  few  dire&ions.  Let  us  therefore  confider, 
how  and  by  what  means  we  {hould  awaken  in  our 
hearts  this  love  towards  God,  and  exercife  ourfelves 

Wouldft  thou  love  God,  wouldft  thou  learn  to 
think  of  him  with  inward  delight  and  to  make  him 
thy  confolation  and  joy,  o  man  :  learn  to  know  him 
continually  better.  The  greater  progrels  thou  mak- 
eft  in  the  knowledge  of  him :  the  more  reafons  thou 
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wit  JBnd  to  love  him,  to  rejoice  in  him,  in  all  that 
thou  art  able  to  apprehend  and  to  know  of  him  ;. 
the  more  venerable  and  amiable  properties  vdlt  thou 
difcover  in  him.  Not  always,  my  pious  hearem^ 
ia  a  clearer  and  completer  knowledge  of  the  otgeft 
that  invites  our  love,  the  fureft  means  of  nouriihing 
and  confirming  it.  But  too  often  does  this  know.* 
ledge  in  regard  to  fenfible,  terreftrial  objeds  produco 
die  quite  contrary  effeA^  The  firft  view  of  them 
pleafes,  their  outward  figiu'e  is  alluring,  their  pof-^ 
ielfion  and  enjoyment  promife  us  lafting  benefit, 
pure  £itisfa£tion.  The  dazzling  glare  that  furrounds 
them  conceals  their  imperfections  and  defeds,  and  al-r 
lows  us  to  exped  from  them  nothing  but  contentment 
and  delight.  But  as  we  become  more  acquainted 
with  them  ;  as  the  charm  of  novelty  wears  off;  afr 
by  the  ufe  of  them  we  learn  to  view  them  on  feveral 
fides :  we  find  ourfelves  cheated  in  our  expedations, 
difcover  them  to  be  lefs  good,  left  beautiful ;  the 
fervour  of  our  love  is  extind,  and  indifference  and: 
coldnefs,  often  difguft  and  averfion  fucceed.  How 
many  perfons  and  things,  how  many  poffeflions, 
and  how  many  iatisfadion^  and  pleafures,  foothe 
and  gratify  us  only  fo  long  as  we  behold  them  at  a 
diftance,  in  a  glimmering  light,  and  appreciate  them 
more  from  faint  and  obfcure  perceptions,  than  from 
clear  and  perfpicuous  ideas !  This  is  precifely  the  rea^ 
fon  why  mankind  are  fo  frequently  tormented,  one 
moment  by  vacuity,  and  the  next  by  fatiety,  why 
they  are  fo  fickle  in  their  affedions  and  purfuits,  w6yv 
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we  fo  often  hear  them  cdmplain :  alt,  all  is  vamt^^ 
and  Texation  of  fpuit.  -—  This  howeyer,  my  deal* 
£nends,  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  love  to  Grod,  the 
gfeernaU  the  immiltable,  the  inexhauftible  original 
fount  of  all  that  is  great  and  beautiful  and  good* 
Indeed  we  never  ihall,  nor  can  thoroughly  know  him^ 
the  Infinite,  never  be  able  to  behold  the  full  blaze 
of  Us  glory  without  a  veiU  But  the  nearer  we  api 
luroach  to  him,  the  Unattainable ;  the  jufter  and 
clearer  the  conceptions  we  ibrm  of  him,  the  Su- 
premely-perfeft ;  the  more  familiar  we  become  with 
him ;  the  more  frequently  we  afcend  in  mind  and 
heart  to  him,  thefather  of  fpirits,  and  thd  more  con- 
verfe  and  fellowihip  we  have  with  him :  the  mof^ 
prolific  in  joy  and  blifs  will  the  fentiment  of  him  and 
the  intercourfe  with  him  be  to  us  ;  the  more  grounds 
and  motives  fliall  we  have  to  rejoice  in  him  and 
to  love  him  with  all  our  hearts*  Wouldft  thou  be 
partaker  of  this  happinefs,  o  i^ian,  content  not  thy* 
lelf  with  the  obfcure,  confufed,  falfe,  miftaken  no* 
tions  of  the  deity  fo  current  among  mankind.  En* 
deavour  to  introduce  mto  them  more  light,  more 
truth,  more  certainty,  more  life.  Purge  them  as 
much  as  pofiible  from  all  that  is  low,  impaffioned, 
human,  from  all  weak  and  trivial  mixtures.  Seek 
after  God,  and  ftudy  to  know  him  as  the  centre  and 
fource  of  all  truth,  of  all  beauty,  of  all  perfedion. 
To  this  purpofe  attend  to  the  voice  of  his  revela* 
dons  in  nature  and  in  fcripture.  Search  out  ev^ 
tpace  of  his  power  and  majefty,  his  wifdom  s^nd  - 
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goodnefs  in  each  of  his  careatures,  and  likewife  in  thy 
own  mind  and  heart,  and  learn  to  know  the  can& 
from  its  effeds,  the  workinan  from  his  work*  Ne- 
ver wilt  thou  be  in  want  of  matter  for  the  enlarge* 
menty  the  redification,  the  elevation  of  *  thy  ideas 
concerning  this  mod  exalted  being ;  never  wilt  thou 
drain  the  fources  of  thy  knowledge  of  him,  never  ex* 
hauft  the  motives  of  thy  affedion  for  him.  Every 
ray  of  light  that  in  this  refped  illumes  thy  mind, 
will  at  the  lame  time  foothe  and  cheer  thy  heart* 
Each  difcovery  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  will  be  ne- 
ceflarily  attended  with  additional  love;  which  at 
the  £ime  time  admits  of  enlargement,  according  as 
our  powers  Ihall  continue  to  expand  through  all  the 
fucceffive  periods  of  eternal  exiilence. 

Wouldft  thou,  farther,  love  God,  wouldft  thou 
learn  to  think  of  him  with  inward  delight  and  re- 
joice in  him  always,  o  man ;  ftudy  to  know  him 
particularly  as  the  &ther,  the  kindeft,  the  tendered 
father  of  men,  as  a  being  that  is  pure,  effential  love, 
and  accuftom  thyfelf  to  think  of  him  chiefly  in  thia 
relation,  and  agreeably  with  thefe  attributes.  Au« 
thority  and  ms^efty,  intelligence  and  might,  exdte 
reverence  and  admiration,  and  may  eafily  overpower 
the  human  mind,  confcious  of  its  own  infirmity : 
but  love,  fupremely  wife,  fupremely  efficacious,  in* 
exhauftible,  unwearied  love,  unalterable  benevolence 
and  unceafing  beneficence  enlarge  and  exalt  our  fou]^ 
and  infpire  it  with  confidence,  joy,  reciprocation  of 
love.    And  the  more  intelligent  and  powerful  that 

VOL.  lu  T  love, 


66      HOW  TO  EXCITE  IN  US  THE  LOVE  OF  GODj    • 

love,  the  greater  and  more  xindrcumfcribed  that  be« 
nevolent  and  beneficent  being :  the  more  joy  muft 
the  thought  of  him  and  the  fendment  of  our  con^i 
ne£tion  with  him  beget  in  us.  And  that  moft  aflfec- 
tionate,  moft  beneficent  being  is  God !  This  wc 
gather  from  the  idea  of  his  fovereign  perfe£tion. 
Thi^  nature  and  fcripture  diftindly  teach  us ;  this  we 
are  told  by  his  fon,  his  well-beloved,  the  exprels 
image  of  his  father.  Attend  to  this  declaration  of 
nature  and  of  religion,  as  well  as  of  thy  own  underu- 
ftanding  and  heart,  o  man ;  aflbciate  the  grand,  the 
blcfled  idea,  God  is  love,  he  decrees  and  does  and 
ciFeds  d\\  good  and  conftantly  the  beft,  aflfociate  it 
intimately  and  indiflblubly  with  the  idea  of  God :  fo 
will  that  idea  never  be  formidable,  but  conftantly 
foothing  and  exhilarating  to  thy  foul.  And  fo  will 
thy  heart  be  foft  and  yielding  to  that  impreffioA  of 
the  deity ;  never  wilt  thou  find  reafon  to  chafe  away 
the  thoughts  of  thy  father  in  heaven,  or  to  fupprefs 
tliem  in  thy  mind,  but  everywhere  and  at  all  times 
will  it  be  to  thee  no  lefs  welcome  than  joyful* 

And  in  order  to  render  thyfelf  thoroughly  fami- 
liar with  thefe  thoughts,  the  grandeft  and  moft  blef«> 
fed  that  can  enter  thy  mind,  learn  thirdly  to  confi- 
der,  judge,  do,  forbear,  fuffer,  enjoy  all  things^ 
the  fmall  as  well  as  the  great,  the  fenfible  as  well  as 
4he  intelledual,  the  evil  as  well  as  the  good,  all  in 
reference  to  God  and  according  to  its  analogies  with 
•him.  Abftradedly  from  its  connection  with  the  au- 
thor and  governor  of  the  univerfe,  with  the  fadier 
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of  mankind^  of  all  exiftences^  much,,  moft  of  what 
fells  under  thy  obferyatiou  or  comes  to  thy  know- 
ledge, mud  indeed  aftonifli ^  coilfound,  dejed  thee, 
much  mud  difturb  and  affright  thee,  much  appear 
to  thee  extraordinary  and  incongruous,  much  griev- 
ous or  utterly  intolerable^  But  confidered  as  tha 
work,  as  the  ordinance^  as  the  difpenfadon,  as  the 
command,  as  the  boon^  as  the  chaftening,  as  the 
judgment  of  a  God,  whofe  love  is  as  infinite  and 
boundlefs  as  his  ui^derilanding,  and  who  in  his  love 
enfolds  heaven  and  earthy  the  fmall  and  the  great, 
.  the  prefent  and  the  future,  all  times  and  all  worlds : 
then  all  appears  to  thee  in  quite  a  different  light,  in 
a  far  better  and  fairer  form }  all  prefents  itfelf  to 
thee  as  predifpofal,  as  preparative,  as  nearer  or  re- 
moter means  confpiring  to  attainment  of  the  divine 
purpofes,  to  the  promotion  of  the  greatefl  poilible  per- 
fection and  happjnefs.  Then  wilt  thou  perceive  fu- 
preme^  eternal  love  everywhere  bufily  occupied  in 
behalf  of  its  creatures,  its  offspring,  in  the  ftorm 
as  in  the  funihine,  in  the  fenfation  of  pain  as  in  the 
enjoyment  of  pleafure,  in  death  as  in  life,  in  chaften^ 
ing  and  punilhing,  as  in  bleding  and  rewarding. 
Then  wilt  thou  calmly  refign  to  it  the  folution  of 
every  enigma,  the  difentanglement  of  every  knotty 
point,  the  explication  of  every  feeming  difficulty,  the 
reconcilement  of  every  aj^arent  contradidion;  deekn 
nothing  evil  to  be  abfolutely  and  in  all  refpe&s  evil, 
no  afflidion  as  unprofitable,  no  burden  as  infupport- 
able,  no  duty  as  a  hardihip,  no  privation  as  irrepa* 
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rable,  no  lofs  as  irretrievable^  no  exerdfe  howeter 
hborioua  as  vain  and  fruitkfs,  no  difficulty  as  info* 
perable ;  and  aflfuredly  exped  from  it,  from  that 
fupreme,  eternal  love  which  rules  and  governs  all 
things,  one  ccmtinued  train  of  good;  and  conftandy 
the  bed  both  for  thyfelf  and  for  thy  brethren* 

Frequently  confider  and  weigh  fourthly  in  the 
fame  defign  the  multiplicity  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  benefits  which  God  has  granted  and  is  ftill  daily 
granting  thee  in  nature  and  by  religion  both  as  a  man 
and  as  a  chriftian.    What  art,  what  haft  thou,  what 
canft  thou  do,  what  doft  thou  enjoy,  o  man,  o  chrif- 
tian,  that  is  not  the  free  largefs,  the  unmerited  boon 
6f  thy  gracious  heavenly  parent  ?    What  are  all  die 
beauties  which  nature  fpreads  before  thee,  and  all  the 
fatisfa£tions  and  delights  (he  offers  to  thee ;  what 
are  all  the  accommodations  and  elegances  of  domeC* 
tic  and  fbdal  life ;  what  are  the  glad  feelings  ctf  ec- 
iftence,  of  afiivity,  of  force  that  refrefli  and  cheer 
thee ;  what  the  agreeable  f^ations,  procured  thee 
by  the  exertkm  of  thy  intelleftual  and  corp(»ieal 
powetB,  the  accompHihment  of  thy  duty,  the  com- 
pletion of  ufeful  works  and  tranfadions,  the  reflec- 
tions on  God  and  theuniverfe ;  what  theprofpeds 
they  open  to  thee  in  futurity,  and  there  allow  thee 
to  hope  for  inceffimt  progrefs  in  perfection  and  ever- 
IsDIHng  joys  ?    What  but  the  donations  of  the  con^ 
fummate  parental  love  of  God  towards  us,  his  chil- 
drenj  proofs  and  eSe&s  of  his  perpetual  care  for  us ; 
pledges  and  aflurances  of  the  greater  benefits,  the 
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more  refined  feficities,  we  have  to  ezpei^  altlMLlns^OTr 
fti^es  o£<mr  eidftence  firom  htm»  the  Evetkftmg  i 
Art  thou  not  confdous  of  being  everywhere:  fiuy 
rounded  by  the  moft  direrfified,  moft  defirabte  boiiOf 
ties  of  thy  God  and  father  as  by  the  atmoi^riiiK^  at. 
by  the  light  of  the  fun  i  Andif  thou  be  a  chrMisii» 
and  juftly  bear  that  title,  how  precious^  how  tnug^ 
Irable  muft  the  boon  of  chriftianity  be  to  diee ! 
What  influence  muft  its  do^nes,  hs  pvecepts^  ita 
promifes  have  daily  and  hourly  on  thy  conceptions 
and  judgments,  on  thy  fentimeiits  and  a&bns,  oa 
thy  hapiHuels!  Oh  forget  not  all  thefe  beneits^ 
forget  not  their  multiplicity  and  their  magnitude,  eiK 
joj  them  with  confcioufnefs,  with  confideratioii^ 
with  regard  lo  the  fource  from  whoice  thiey  flow, 
enjoy  th^n  under  a  due  fenfe  of  thy  weaknefs  and 
indigence,  and  the  infinite  greatneis  <»F6od,  if  thou 
wouldft  love  him,  thy  benefador,  and  delight  thy-i 
fdfinhim! 

Seek  out  fifthly  in  the  very  evils  that  befidl  thyfelf 
and  others,  in  what  are  called  punifhrnents  and  cha£» 
tifements,  thettraces  of  the  parental  love  of  the  All- 
gracious,  and  learn  to  take  evils,  puniflmients  and 
chaftifements  for  what  they  really  are :  for  limita- 
tions, grounded  in  our  nature,  in  our  eflence,  in 
our  condition,  in  our  connedkm  with  the  whole ; 
ior  cautbns  s^ainft  hr  greater  evils,  far  more  laft* 
ing  pains ;  for  incentives  and  motives  to  adion,  to 
'Ae  ezpanfion  of  our  capacities,  to  the  exertion  and 
exenofe  of  (»ur  powers;  for  means  of  edticatiousand 
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imprpvement }  for  leflbnsof  feveral  generous  fendk 
ments  s»id  excellent  aptitudes ;  for,  indeed  a  darl^ 
and  toilfome,  but  ^  fure  road  to  fuperior  perfect 
tion  and  happinefs.     Yes,  fuch  are  all  the  troubles 
and  calamities  of  this  life,  all  the  puniQiments  and 
chaftifements,  which  the  Allgracious  inflids  \ipon  us. 
No  evil  is  continually  evil  in  his  fatherly  hand,  ever- 
lafUng  evil ;  never  does  he  lay  burdens  on  us,  on 
purpofe  to  opprefs  us,  never  fubjed  us  to  afflictions 
that  were  evitable,  or  are  entirely  unprofitable  and 
unattended  with  any  good  confequences ;  never  doe^ 
he  punifh  purely  for  the  fake  of  punifhing  us }  never 
does  he  chaftife  without  juft  caufe,  never  in  other 
than  beneficent  defigns,  and  never  can  and  will  his 
purpofes  be  defeated.     Imprint  this  deeply  on  thy 
mind,  o  man ;  be  always  ftriving  to  render  it  more 
dear  and  certain  to  thee  by  diligent  refle&ions  on  thy 
own  experiences  and  fortunes ;  apply  it  to  all  that 
thou  feeft  and  heareft,   whatever  happens  to  thee 
and  to  others,  as  an  irrefutable  and  conftant  truth, 
as  a  truth  infeparable  from  the  conception  of  th^ 
•confummately  perfed  being,  if  tha#  wouldft  love 
God,  as  thy  &ther,  with  all  thy  hoajct  and  be  truly 
joyful  in  him. 

Afcend  in  fhort  often  by  meditation  into  the  future 
world,  where  all  will  gradually  clear  up,  all  be  difr 
^ntangled,  all  diflblve  into  perfe^on  and  happinefs. 
The  love  of  the  eternal  father  extends  to  all  times 
and  all  eternities.  It  embraces  and  bleffes  his  chit 
dren  on  all  the  ilages  of  their  exiilence,  and  £pes  ip, 
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their  prefent  (late  the  principles  and  predifpofition  of. 
all  the  changes  and  revolutions  however  remote,  that . 
await  them.  His  defigns  upon  them  are  not  con- 
fined  to  the  few  ihort  moments~of  this  terreitrial  life. 
Here  all  is  rather  germination  than  development,  ra- 
ther the  peep  of  mom  than  the  light  of  day,  rath(^ 
preparative  than  completion,  rather  provifion  thaa 
enjoyment.  But  it  is  the  Almighty,  the  AUwife, 
the  Allgracious,  the  Immutable,  who  provides  for 
the  gradual  expanfion  of  this  germ,  for  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  this  light,  for  the  execution  and  comple- 
tion of  all  his  works  and  prearrangements,  and  un- 
der his  infpedion  and  controul  all  muft  and  will 
fooner  or  later  reach  its  objed,  its  fummit  of  pef- 
feftion.  And  then  will  the  infinite  parental  love  of 
God  be  revealed  in  its  utmoft  fplendour,  in  its  entire 
immenfity,  and  pervade  with  love  and  joy  all  beings, 
that  are  capable  of  the  felicity  of  lov^  and  joy,  In 
thy  meditations  therefore  never  flop  fhort  at  (he  pre- 
fent, o  man,  o  chrifUan ;  link  the  prefent  always  to 
the  future,  conned  time  with  eternity ;  and  com- 
prife  together  in  thy  thought^  as  much  as  thou  cai^, 
of  the  deftination  and  the  events  ql  things  and  of 
mankind,  if  thou  wouldit  apprehend  sqid  prize  them 
juflly,  if  thou  wouldft  love  God,  their  creatpr  and 
father,  w^th  all  thy  heart,  and  rejoice  in  him  with  fi- 
lial joy.  -  . 
Yes,  —  thus  thinks  the  man,  the  chriftian,  who 
feels  t)ie  force  of  this  doftrine,  and  follows  thef<^ 
precepts  of  wifdom,  the  inan^  the  chriilian,  who 
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Opens  ereiyavenue  of  his  heart  to  the  love  of  €rod, 
and  is  penetrated  by  its  light  and  genial  warmth,  — « 
Yes,  with  the  moft  cordiail  complacenqr  I  mufe  upon 
God,  never  is  the  thought  of  him  unwelcome, 
nerer  is  it  irkfome  to  me,  never  does  it  fill  my 
foul  with  fervile  fear  and  flaviih  terror ;  but  always 
procures  me  light  and  force  and  peace  and  joy« 
When  I  think  on  him,  my  father  in  heaven,  the  £1- 
dier  of  all  mankind,  of  all  beings,  I  think  on  all 
that  is  great,  that  is  good,  that  is  excellent,  that 
b  venerable  and  endearing,  on  all  that  can  foothe, 
confole,  rejoice  and  ble&  me  in  every  poriod  of  time, 
in  every  pkce,  in  every  ftate  of  exiftence.  —  Tes, 
i  rejoice  in  God,  rejoice  that  he  is,  that  he  is 
the  Eternal,  the  Infinite,  the  Almighty,  the  Unde- 
rived,  the  Only  felf-eziftent  original  fountain  of  life, 
(df  light,  of  happinefs,  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of 
heaven  and  earth,  that  he  is  eflential  wifdom  and 
tove.  I  rqoice  in  the  blefled  relations  in  which  I 
ftand  toi|ards  him  as  his  creature,  his  child,  hisfubr 
jed,  his  worflupper,  and  the  gracious,  paternal  dif* 
pofitioiii^,  with  which  he  embraces]  me  and  all  his 
children  and  creatures  both  in  heaven  and  on 
earth.  I  rq<»ce  in  all  the  effe£ts  and  demonftra- 
tions  of  hiiB  parental  tendemeft,  which  I  daily  and 
honriy  and  momentarily  behold  and  learn,  and  feel 
jmd  enjoy  \  and  as  fpch  I  acknowledge  them,  as  fuch 
I  revere  all  his  operations,  all  his  ordinances  and 
difpenfations,  all  hi6  commands,  all  that  he  wills 
and  does,  decrees  and  pemnts,  gives  and  takes  away, 

in 
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bi  whatever  agreeable  or  difagreeable  form  they  may 
appear.  -^  Tes,  it  is  my  delight  to  draw  near  unto 
God,  often  to  meditate  upon  him,  and  in  all  things  to 
look  unto  him ;  my  delight  to  fulfil  the  will  of  God^ 
my  kind  and  tender  Either,  and  to  be  and  to  dp 
that  in  his  »3^pire  which  be  wills  that  I  (hould  there 
be  and  do.  Tes,  I  am  fraught  with  the  mod  inwardt 
ardent  longing,  to  be  continually  learning  better  to 
know  that  tranfcendently  enlted  being  and  to  be 
ever  appro^hing  nearer  to  him.  Ah,  when  Ihall  I 
come  and  appear  before  him,  that  I  may  fee  his  face^ 
^hen  will  it  be  vouchfafed  me  to  know  and  to  ex* 
perience  more  of  him,  to  worihip  him  more  wor« 
thily,  more  cordially  to  love  him  and  be  more  fully 
fenfible  to  the  felicity  of  his  k>ve !  Thus  thinks, 
Aus  feels,  thus  fpeaks  the  devout  foul  that  is  infpired 
with  the  true  unfeigned  love  of  God«  Oh  may 
this  be  the  language  of  our  hearts,  may  thefe  be  the 
fn^tnnents  and  fieefings  of  tts  all !    AmeOi 
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/GRACIOUS  God,  merciful  father,  never  doft 
^^  thou  fuffer  us  to  be  wantuig  in  motives  and 
means  to  improvement.  They  are  varied  accwd^ 
ing  to  our  feveral  neceflities,  and  as  repeatedly  o&tt 
themfelves  to  us,  as  we  are  in  need  of  frefii  incen-» 
tives  and  new  energies  to  good.  Oh  that  we  did 
but  make  the  proper,  the  beft  ufe  of  them.  Thou, 
o  God,  art  righteous,  but  to  u$  belongs  confudon  of 
face  !  Thou  art  never  unmmdful  of  uc^  thou  never 
ceafeft  to  provide  for  our  happinefs ;  and  we  are  fo 
frequently  forgetful  of  thee,  and  are  fo  apt  to  ceafe 
from  rendering  ourfelves  well-pleafing  in  thy  fight ! 
Yes,  amidft  fo  many  wife  and  kind  provifions 
which  thou  haft  made  for  our  improvement,  many, 
perhaps  the  generality  of  us  are  not  better,  remain 
conftantly  as  we  are,  and  advance  not  one  ftep 
nearer  to  the  perfedUon  to  which  thou  calleft  us. 
Enthraled  by  a  variety  of  unruly  lufts  and  paflions, 
driven  to  and  fro  by  ^  the  fiiccefGve  diftraftions  of 
bufinefs  and  pleafure,  we  never  tots^Uy  abandon 

them 
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them  for  filence  and  retirement,  never  acquire  a 

thorough  knowledge  of  our  mod  important  interefts, 

never  provide  for  them  with   that  ardour  which  it 

behoves  rational,  intelligent  beiqgs  and  chridians  to 

do.     Ah  that  at  length  to-day  we  might  hearken  to 

the  voice  of  truth,  imbibe  its  leflbns  with  docility 

and  follow  them  with  unremitted  diligence !     Do 

thou  accompany   them  with  thy  all-powerful  aid^ 

great  father  of  mercies,  and  caufe  them  to  make 

deep,  durable,   truly  efficacious  impreffipns  on  us, 

fruitful  in  real  improvement.     Entirely  relying  oa 

the  promifes  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  in  his  prevailing  name 

<ve  farther  lift  up  our  fuppliant  bands  to  thy  eternal. 

throne  for  thofe  bleflings  which  otherwife  for  ouy 

unworthinefs  we  fhould  not  dare  or  for  our  blind-* 

nefs  not  know  bow  to  afk.     Our  father,  &c, 
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Now  them  that  are  fuch  wc  command  and  exhort  by  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrid,  that  with  quietftefs  they  work,  and  eat  their 
own  bread. 

Tj^ROM  this  day,  my  devout  audience,  feveral, 
Otherwife  perhaps  innocent,  but  tumultuous 
and  extremely  di{tra£ling  entertainments  and  diver- 
fions,  are  fufpended  for  a  feafon  among  chrifUans. 
Now  outwardly  at  lead  a  greater  ftillnefs  will  reign 
among  them.  Now  it  will  be  more'  than  ufually 
perceptible,  tji^t  we  live  among  people,  who  believe 

them- 
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tfaemfelves  formed  not  folely  for  die  prefent,  bat 
alfo  for  a  better  world,  who  are  acquainted  not 
folely  with  fenfual,  but  likewife  with  nobler,  fpiritual 
pleafures,  and  do  not  regret  the  former,  if  thej 
can  unmoleftedly  enjoy  the  latter.    But  to    how 
many  may  not  thefe  reftriftions  be  dUagreeable ! 
How  many  may  probably   deride  them  both  at 
home  and  in  company  as  wretched  remains  of  the 
old  fuperftition !    How  many  think  themfelves  very 
wife  in  being  able  to  draw  this  plaufible  inference 
from  the  practice  :     Either  the  amufements  that 
are  now  to  be  fufpended  are  in  themfelves  and  for 
ever  unlawful  and  finfiil,  or  they  are  not ;  and  if 
they  are  not,  they  mud  be  as  innocent,  as  harmlefs, 
as  lawful  at  one  time  as  at  another,  therefore  thefe 
reftridions  are  the  eflfeds  of  bigotry  and  fuperfti- 
tion.    As  if  whatever  is  lawful  in  itfelf,  were  like- 
wife  invariably  the  fitteft  and  the  beft !     As  though 
even  the  good  ihould  not  frequently  yield  to  the 
better,  and  the  better  to    the  beft !    As    though 
what  is  innocent  and  harmlefs  may  not  very  often 
by  too  frequent  repetitions  and  too  long  continued 
ufe  become  criminal  and  injurious !    As  though  we 
had  notthe  moft  cogent  reafons,  for  fei^g  all  op 
portunities  to  check  the  prevalence  of  fenfuality  and 
heedlefihefs  among  mankind,  and  to  lead  them  to 
reflexion,  to  the  fentiment  of  thdr  fuperior  dignity 
and  appointtnent !  —  -^  But  too  many,  my  pious 
hearers,  fhun  filence,   avoid    folitude,    and   feek 
their  fatisfaffion  entirely  in  noife   and  diffara&ion, 

II  Bqt 
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But  how  hij  how  very  far  are  fuch  perfons  out  of 
the  road  of  chriftian  wifdom  and  virtue,  the  way  of 
real  peace  of  mind  and  fubftantial  enjoyment  [ 
With  this  turn  of  charader,  where  is  that  chriftian 
difpofition  which  looks  more  at  inviiible  than  at 
vifible  objefte,  ftrives  more  after  the  things  which 
are  above  than  after  thofe  that  are  here  below ; 
that  chriftian  difpofition,  which  teaches  us  to  confider 
this  terreftrial  life  as  a  ftate  of  pilgrimage  and  exer- 
dfe,  the  excellence  whereof  confifts  in  treading  in 
the  footfteps  of  Jefus,  in  following  him,  in  becom- 
ing like  unto  him,  and  thus  fitting  ourfelves  for  that 
fuperior  life  which  he  now  enjoys !  Oh  how  I  pity 
the  man  who  has  never  ftudied  the  art  of  filence, 
has  never  yet  tafted  the  fweetneis  of  inward  repofe, 
of  a  total  independence  on  external  objects,  never  yet 
enjoyed  the  felicity  of  familiar  converfe  with  himfelf 
and  with  heaven,  has  never  yet  felt  that  he  fhould 
even  then  be  contented  and  happy  in  God,  though 
all  without  him  had  vaniflied  from  his  fight,  and  all 
other  fources  of  joy  had  failed  him !  May  we  how- 
ever, my  dear  friends,  difmifs  our  prejudices  againft 
filence  and  retirement,  learn  more  juftly  to  eftimate 
their  value,  to  efteem  them  more  highly,  and  to  reap 
more  profit  from  them !  May  we  alfo  in  this  re« 
fpe&  follow  the  precept  of  the  apoftle,  who  fays  to 
chriftians  in  the  words  of  our  text :  We  command 
and  exhort  you,  by  our  lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
with  quietnefs  ye  work ! 
'In  purfuance  of  this  d^fign,  my  pious  hearers, 

we 
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We  will  at  prefent  confine  qurfelves  to  reflediohs  oft 
the  caufes,  why  to  many  of  you  fileuce  and  folitude 
are  difagreeable.  Thefe  caufes  it  will  be  neceflGuy 
for  you  to  underftand,  if  ye  would  put  them  afide  j 
more  juftly  eflimate  the  value  of  filence  and  folitude^ 
acquire  a  tafte  for  retirement,  and  in  future  make 
that  ufe  of  it,  which  every  one  does,  who  is  ferioufly 
intent  upon  becoming  truly  wife  and  good  and 
happy* 

The  firft  caufe,  why  filence  and  folitude  are  fo 
frequently  irkfome  to  you,  is  unqueftionably  this  : 
Becaufe  you  cannot  very  well  tell  what  you  have  to 
do  there,  how  you  fliould  be  occupied,  how  you  are 
to  pafs  your  time.  In  your  ordinary  mode  of  life 
you  pafs  either  from  one  bufinefs  to  another,  or 
from  one  party  of  pleafure  to  another,  or  alternately 
from  thofe  to  thefe  and  from  thefe  to  thofe*  Both 
of  them  commonly  draw  off  your  attention  entirely 
from  yourfelves,  turn  it  folely  on  externals,  and 
whirl  you  about  in  a  round  of  diflraftions,  never 
leaving  you  at  reft,  never  allowing  you  to  get  a 
clear  confcioufnefs  of  yourfelf  or  to  poffefs  a  lively 
and  confiderate  fentiment  of  your  perfonal  exiftence. 
Now  fhouid  it  happen  that  thofe  occupations  and 
thefe  pleafures  with  their  concomitant  diftraftions 
are  at  an  end  ;  that  the  greater  or  lefs  exertion  of 
your  faculties  required  for  them  ftops ;  that  all  that 
helped  you  to  employ  or  to  confume  your  time  is 
departed  ;  that  you  are  reduced  to  filence  and  foli- 
tude :  you  then  feel  a  certain  void  within,  and  a  fort 

of 
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of  abandonment  and  defertion  about  you,  which  im- 
Yttediately  brings  on  an  oppreflive  Isuiguor.    Your 
faculties  are  benumbed  for  want  of  a  determinate 
application;   your  attention  is  fixed  by  nothing, 
and  after  fome  time  roaming  about  it  lofes  itfelf  in  an 
infeniible  ftupor,  in  a  thoughtlefs  indolence.     Ac- 
cuftomed  to  exift  and  to  live  far  more  without  than 
within  yourfelves,  you  in  a  manner  entirely  ceafe  to 
exift  and  to  live  at  the  very  time  when  you  may 
moft  thoroughly  rejoice  in  your  exiftence  and  life* 
Unacquainted  with  yourfelves,  with  the  wants  and 
the  ftate  of  your  foul,  indifferent  to  its  moft  import- 
ant interefts,  unconcerned  about  your  relations  td- 
'  wards  God  and  the  future  world :  ye  know  not 
how  to  commune  with  your  own  hearts,  how  to  re- 
fleft  on  fpiritual,  invifible  objefts,  or  thefe  conver- 
fations  and  thefe  fubjefts  are  not  important,  not  in- 
terefting  enough  —  are  too  little  familiar  to  you, 
for  fuflftciently  occupying  your  thoughts,  for  long 
fixing  your  attention  and  caufing  you  to  forget  the 
want  or  the  abfence  of  that  by  which  it  was  detained 
4  or  diftrafted  before.     A  fituation  which  you  muft 
find  to  be  extremely  painful,  in  which  lilence  and 
Tolitude  muft  neceffarily  be  uneafy  to  you  !     But 
what  a  debility  and  decay  of  your  natural  conftitu- 
tion,  what  a  vitiated  ftate  of  mind,  what  a  diftance 
from  the  prize  fet  before  you,  what  a  degrading, 
culpable  conduft  does  not  that  fituation  imply !  To 
lofe  the  clear,  inward  confcioufnefs  of  onefelf,  that 
grand  charafteriftic  prerogative  of  man  over  the 

brute 
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i>rate  crcation,  or  but  ieldom  tolet  k  move  and  ope< 
rate ;  to  know  ourfelves  hr  left  than  numberleb 
other  objefts^diat  fcarcely  defisrve  to  be  known ;  to 
be  indifferent  and  ftupid  to  our  mod  important  inter- 
eftsy  and,  immediately  at  the  call  of  any  trifling 
amufement  to  1>e  all  life,  all  fpirits  and  adivity ; 
without  averfion  or  lailitude  to  wear  away  whole 
evenings,  whole  daya  in  chat  with  the  firft  idler,  the 
firfl:  frivolous  vifitor  that  offers,  and  not  be  able  to 
difcourfe  one  hour  without  irkfomeneis  with  one- 
felf ;  to  take  a  great,  a  lively  intereft  in  any  child*- 
ifli  paftime,  in  any  dry  and  tedious  converiadon 
on  the  mod  infignificant  fubjeds,  in  any  idle  buffoon* 
ery  and  worn  out  joke,  and  to  remain  frigid  and  in* 
fenfible  at  the  thought  of  what  our  fpirit  is  and  is 
to  be,  at  the  thought  of  Grod,  of  our  immortality 
and  of  its  reilorer,  Jefus  Chrift,  our  lord ;  to  have 
fo  much  to  corred  in  ourfelves,  to  be  capable  of  fo 
much  higher  perfedion  and  not  to  rcAeOt  upon  it, 
not  to  employ  the  mod  favourable  opportunities  for 
it,  and  not  be  capable  of  employing  them  with  eafe 
and  fatisfa£tion :  how  manifeftly  inconfiitent  with 
the  nature  and  dignity  of  a  rational,  immortal  be- 
ing !  How  diihonourable  to  man !  What  a  de- 
gradation  !  How  irreconcilable  with  the  ftate  of 
die  chriftian,  with  the  true  end  of  man ! 

How?  you  are  reafonable,  moral  creatures, 
formed  for  immortality ;  you  know  God  and  are 
placed  in  the  clofeft  relations  towards  him }  you 
know  Jefus  and  boaft  of  your  feUowfliip  with  him ; 

you 
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you  are  members  of  a  domeftic,  of  a  civil  and  of 
the  great  human  fociety,  and  thefe  feveral  connec- 
tions  impofe  on  you  a  variety  of  duties ;  you  are 
daily  approaching  nearer  to  death,  and  know,  that 
.  after  it  either  happinefs  or  mifery  awaits  you,  ac* 
cording  as  your  condud:  here  has  been :  and  (hall 
not  all  this  fumifh  you  with  the  (Irongeft  motive,  the 
mod  abundant  matter  for  refledion,  for  occupation 
and  entertainment  with  yourfelf,  when  alone  and  all 
around  is  (till !  Oh  what  topics  have  we  then  to 
ponder  and  expatiate  upon,  oh  the  paft,  on  the  pre- 
(ent,  on  the  future,  on  what  we  are  and  are  not, 
what  we  (hould  and  (hall  be,  if  we  have  once  learnt 
to  attend  to  thefe  objects  and  to  think  them  of  im- 
portance !  How  many  opinions  have  we  there  to 
corred,  how  many  fentiments  to  improve,  how  many 
profpeds  to  view,  how  many  plans  and  de(igns  to 
examine,  how  many  a^ons  to  try  and  to  repair ! 
And  (hall  it  be  difficult  for  you  to  find  employment 
for  your  thoughts  when  alone  ?  -—  And  if  indeed  it 
be  fo,  without  dire^on,  cannot  ye  lay  the  facred 
writings  before  you,  and  particularly  the  gofpd, 
cannot  ye  read  the  leflbns  of  divine  wifdom  and 
truth  contained  in  that  volume,  and  there  learn  to 
meditate  on  your  mod  ferious  concerns  —  and  if 
even  this  were  not  at  firft  attended  with  pleafure, 
may  ye  not  hope  however  that  ye  may  gradually 
acquire  a  tafte  and  conftantly  more  and  more  tafte 
for  it  f  Cannot  ye  likewife  read  other  inftrudive 
and  improving  books,  that  may  lead  you  to  tli$ 
voL«  II.  G  know- 
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knowledge  of  God  iir  nature,  to  the  contemplatioa 
of  his  grandeur  and  glory  in  his  works,  that  may 
gire  you  an  infight  into  man  and  his  faculties,  and 
his  defignation,  may  teach  you  to  obferve  the  pro- 
ems of  your  own  mind,  its  wants,  its  failings  and  de- 
feds,  its  approximation  towards  perfedion,  or  its 
backdiding  from  it  ?  Yes,  read  fuch  writings,  and 
read  them  with  reflection  and  application  to  yourfelf, 
that  you  may  prevent  filence  and  folitude  from 
being  a  burden  to  you.  Only  no  writings,  that 
may  excite  or  encourage  inordinate  lufts  and  paf- 
fions  within !  Ye  had  far  better  run  from  one  com- 
pany to  another,  however  diftra£ting  and  tumultu- 
ous, fo  that  propriety  of  manners  be  but  preferved, 
than  employ  retirement  in  the  reading  of  fuch  writ- 
ings. No,  filence  and  folitude  have  fomething  aw- 
ful in  them;  fomething  that  puts  wantonnefs  to 
flight,  that  flrips  (in  of  its  borrowed  charms  and 
pulls  off*  the  mafk  from  vice ;  fomething  that  invites 
to  ferious  meditation,  to  important  contemplations 
worthy  of  a  rational  creature ;  and  woe  to  him  who 
profanes  it  by  deliberately  contriving  plans  of  wick- 
ednefs,  by  criminal  gratifications,  by  any  defilement 
of  the  flefli  or  of  the  fphit ! 

Another  caufe,  my  pious  hearers,  why  filence 
and  folitude  frequently  prove  burdenfome  to  you, 
is,  becaufe  you  there  find  no  food,  or  not  fufiicient 
food  for  your  paflions  or  your  leading  propenfities. 
There  indeed  the  vain  man  can  neither  fhew  his  fa- 
gacity,  nor  fhine  by  his  wit,  nor  difplay  his  riches, 

nor 
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tu)t  exhibit  his  fine  figure^  ilol:  make  parade  of  any 
Other  fuperior  endowment  of  body  or  mind.  There  the 
envious,  the  malidous,'  the  niofofe  have  no  opportu- 
nity for  leiTening  and  undermining  the  refpeft,  the 
reputation,  the  concord,  the  happinefs  of  their  bre^^ 
thren  either  by  difparaging  infinuations,  or  by  dotvn* 
right  calumnies,  or  by  feigned  pity  for  their  failings, 
or  by  ingenious  doubts  concerning  the  moral  redi- 
tude  and  general  probity  of  mankind*     There  the 
curious  and  inquifitive,  the  auftere  cenfor  of  man- 
ners has  no  means  for  coUeding  anecdotes  of  the 
little  affairs  and  concerns  of  his  friends,  his  ac- 
quaintances, and  neighbours,  and  then  entertaining 
a  circle  of  accufers  and  witneflfes  with  his  ludicrous 
comments  and  decifive  verdift  upon  them.     There 
the  lover  of  noify,  tumultuous  entertainments,  of 
loud  and  continued  burfts  of  laughter  and  of  furious 
tranfports  cannot  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  thefe  violent 
agitations  or  this  exhaufting  ftupefadion,  the  game- 
fter  cannot  follow  his  propenfity  to  play,  nor  the 
voluptuary  regale  and  delight  his  fenfes  in  fuch  a 
variety  of  ways.     There  .all  thefe  propenfities  and 
paflions  mull  fubmit  to  be  deprived  for  the  moft 
part  of  that  by  which  they  are  elfewhere  nouriflied 

and  employed  and  gratified. But  is  not  this  very 

circumftance  one  of  the  greateft  benefits,  one  of  the 
moft  falutary  effefts  of  filejice  and  retirement  ? 
What  is  more  beneficial  to  a  body  enfeebled  by 
intemperance,  what  more  neceffary  to  the  recovery 
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of  its  energies  than  abftinence  from  thofe  viands^ 
vMx  which  it  has  been  forfeited,  and  the  adoption  of 
a  fimpler,  a  more  harmlefs  diet  ?   And  what  is  more 
medicinal  to  a  diftempered  mind,  a  mind  difordered 
by  irregular  paflions,  what  can  fooner  reftore  it  to 
its  loft  repofe  and  vigour,  than  the  wife  employ- 
ment of  feafons  and  hours,  when  all  around  is  ftSl, 
when  the  paflions  ceafe  their  importunity,  when 
peace  and  ferenity  reign  within,  when,  the  objeds 
of  fenfe  being  abfent,  the  appetites  they  excited  are 
abfent  likewife,  and  when  to  him  who  has  nerer  fo' 
Kttle  attended  to  himfelf,  they^appear  in  their  native 
form,  divefted  of  every  borrowed  charm,  as  in  re- 
ality they  are  —  as  fcandalous,  as  degrading,  as  cor- 
rupt, as  irreconcilable  with  our  happinefs  and  with 
that  of  our  brethren,  as  they  are !    Men,  chriftians, 
would  ye  avoid  continuing  for  ever  the  Haves  of 
your  lufts  and  paflions,  and  being  more  and  more 
tied  and  bound  by  the  chain  of  your  fins :  oh  let 
iilence  and  foUtude,  thofe  deliverers  from  thraldom 
and  bondage,  thofe  friends  of  wifdom  and. liberty, 
be  welcome  to  you !    They  afford  you  the  beft  op- 
portunities to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  your  lufts  and 
paffions,  to  deted  their  infidious  fnares,  to  difcem 
their  pemidous  effeds,  to  defcry  the  perils  to  which 
they  are  ever  hurrying  you  on,  to  trace  them  to 
their  moft  fecret  coverts,  to  unmaik  them  entirely, 
and  thereby  to  acquire  courage  and  force  for  gra- 
duaHy  breaking  their  bonds  and  regaining  your  U- 
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berty.  And  if  filence  and  folitude  procure  you  the 
means  for  effecting  this,  a0ift  you  in  it,  how  ought 
you  to  prize  them ! 

A  third  caufe,  why  this  filence  aad  this  folitude 
are  fo  frequently  irkfome  to  you,  is :  becaufe  you 
are  there  very  apt  to  be  attacked  and  harailed  by 
difagreeable  refledions  and  ienfations.  In  the  hurry 
of  bufinefs,  in  the  tumult  and  diftraflion  of  focial 
amufements,  you  forget  your  defeats  and  failings, 
your  tranfgrellions  and  your  guilt ;  there  the  voic^ 
of  confcience  is  not  heard,  or  if  it  be,  it  is  prefently 
overpowered  and  iilenced;  there  every  gloomy, 
melancholy  thought  is  feared  away  by  jefts  and 
laughter,  or  warded  oflF  by  greater  exertion  in  your 
fecular  calling.  Quite  otherwife  is  the  cafe,  when 
neither  work  nor  amufement  engrofs  your  attention, 
when  you  cannot  live  and  a&  fo  much  abroad,  when 
you  cannot  ramble  from  objed  to  objed,  but  muft 
meet  your  heart  alone,  when  filence  and  fo|itude 
oblige  you  to  defcend  into  yourfelf,  and  excite  the 
confdoufiiefs  of  the  deity  within.  There  indeed  ye 
cannot  fail  of  perceiving  one  defed  and  failii^g  or 
another,  being  reminded  of  fome  fins  and  iniquities 
or  other,  of  hearing  the  rebukes  of  confcience  for 
your  paft  behaviour ;  there  your  mind  is  one  while 
accofted  by  duties  defignedly  negleded,  thdi  by 
bounties  of  heaven  abufed,  now  by  noble  faculties 
thrown  away,  then  by  opportunities  for  doing  good 
and  becoming  better  wantonly  loft,  now  by  pious 
reiblutions  unperformed,  then  by  the  guilt  of  vice 
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and  mifery  occafioned  by  your  example  or. your 
negligence ;  there  the  paft  now  prefents  itfelf  to  you 
with  an  upbraiding  afpeft,  and  now  the  future  ap* 
pals  you  with  horror :  and  all  this  muft  neceffarily 
difquiet  and  afflifi:  you.  And  thus  fiience  and  foli- 
tude  become  irkfome,  becaufe  they  are  fo  apt  to  bet 
jget  fuch  refleftions  and  fenfations  in  your  mind. 
You  fhun  thofe,  becaufe  you  wifh  to  efcape  thefe. 
T— T  —  But  what  do  you  get  by  conftantly  driving  off 
thefe  difagreeable  ideas  and  feelings,  by  continually 
delaying  to  examine  into  their  fources,  and  to  take 
proper  meafures  for  (lopping  them  up?  Ye  will 
not  be  able  always  to  prevent  their  intrufion.  Do 
all  you  can,  they  will  fqoner  or  later  find  a  time  to 
Hare  you  in  the  face,  they  will  feize  you  and  not  let 
you  go  ;  and  the  longer  and  more  violently  you  fup» 
prefs  them,  the  oftener  you  bid  them  begone,  tl^e  more 
will  they  fecretly  incrcafe  in  numbers  and  flrength,  the 
more  completely  will  they  overpower  you  at  laft,  th? 
more  intolerible  will  be  their  burden,  the  more  poig*- 
nant  and  acute  their  (ling,  ^nd  though  they  (hould 
not  renew  their  attacks  till  death  is  at  hand,  how  much 
more  terrible  will  they  be  by  fuch  a  reinforcement  | 
And  then  how  vain  will  be  that  perturbation  and  an^ 
gui(h  which  embitter  the  laft  days  and  moments  of 
your  life !  —  How  much  better,  my  devout  hearers, 
to  lend  at  prefent  a  patient  ear  to  thefe  thoughts 
and  fenfations,  however  difagreeable  they  may  be. 
At  prefent  th^ir  admonitions  may  be  medicinal  to 
you.    At  prefent  they  may  guide  you  to  the  path 
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of  wifdom  and  amendment ;  and  if  you  fubmit  to  be 
admonifhed  and  taught  and  correfted  by  them,  how 
quickly  will  they  give  place  to  quite  different,  to  far 
more  agreeable  thoughts  and  fenfations !  What  tran- 
quillity, what  pleafure,  what  delight  will  filence  and 
folitude  procure  you  in  their  (lead !  What  a  com- 
fort will  it  then  be  for  you  there  to  be  more  feelingly 
alive  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  to  its  great  ca- 
pacities and  its  fublime  deilination ;  and  to  perceive 
in  a  clearer  light  the  apparently  confufed  interefts" 
and  events  that  chequer  the  life  of  man,  in  the  light 
which  religion  and  futurity  fhed  upon  them !  -^ 
What  a  comfort  there  to  approve  your  fentiments, 
and  to  be  latisfied  with  your  conduft ;  to  rejoice  in 
your  good  adions  and  to  refolve  on,  and  to  acquire 
ftrength  for  performing  ftill  better;  to  feel  more 
impreffively  the  prefence  of  God,  our  father;  to 
have  a  nearer  fellowfhip  with  Jefus  Chrift,  the  firfl- 
bom  and  firft  completed,  our  brother  and  our  lord ; 
to  be  able  to  form  prefages  of  your  future  fuperior 
life,  and  to  have  fome  foretafte  of  its  purer,  tranf- 
cendent  happinefs !  Oh  ftudy  to  underftand  and  to 
relifh  thefe  felicities,  my  dear  frieii^s,  and  then  moft 
afluredly  the  profoundeft  filence  and  the  completefl 
folitude  will  never  prove  irkfome  to  you. 

A  fourth  reafon  finally  why  perhaps  to  fome  of 
you  filence  and  folitude  are  dull  and  tedious,  or 
why  ye  fhun  them  more  than  is  confident  with  your 
welfare,  is :  becaufe  ye  are  afraid  of  expofing  your- 
felves  to  the  fneers  of  others,  and  of  forfeiting  the 
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reputation  of  being  facetious,  convivial,  pleaCint 
companions.  Silence  and  folitude  are  in  bad  re- 
pute with  the  generality,  and  whoever  efteems, 
loves,  feeks  them,  is  very  likely  to  bring  upon  him- 
felf  the  fufpicion  of  fingularity,  or  of  mifanthropy, 
or  of  fiftitious  piety,  or  of  a  defeft  in  polite  manners 
and  good  breeding.  In  order  to  obviate  this  fufpi-* 
cion,  that  you  may  have  the  true  fafliionable  air, 
and  live  in  the  reigning  ftyle,  inftead  of  confidering 
that  though  man  was  made  for  adion,  he  \^  as  aUb 
intended  for  contemplation ;  that  folitude  has  at 
times  a  balm  for  the  foul ;  when  weary  of  the  world, 
its  follies  and  its  cares,  we  do  well  to  be  alone,  to 
enter  into  our  chamber,  to  fhut  the  door  about  us, 
and  in  filence  to  commune  with  our  heart :  inflead 
of  this  you  are  apt  to  (hun  and  avoid  that  en* 
tirely  which  is  only  culpable  when  carried  to  excefs, 
and  furrender  yourfelves  without  reftraint  to  what 
is  only  proper  under  numerous  reftridions.  Your 
firft  maxim,  your  principal  aim  is,  to  zGt  with  pro* 
priety  in  the  opinion  of  others,  and  to  foe  happy 
in  their  eyes,  and  to  this  generally  ambiguous  and 
often  manifefUy  erroneous  maxim,  to  this  mean  and 
idle  aim  ye  frequently  facrifice  your  own  better 
judgment  and  nobler  feelings.  While  ye  retain  this 
way  of  thinking,  my  pious  hearers  j  (while  ye  will 
not  venture  in  any  particular  inftance  to  rife  fupe- 
rior  to  the  ojMnion  of  others)  j  while  ye  dare  not  do 
from  yourfelves  and  upon  principle,  what  ye  hold  to 
be  right  and  good ;  as  long  as  ye  fuflfer  yourfelves  to 
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be  governed  entirely  by  what  happens  to  b  the 
prevailing  mode,  to  be  carried  down  the  dream  of 
predominant  cuilom,  to  be  drawn  now  one  way  and 
then  another  by  the  humour  of  your  acquaintances 
and  aflfodates :  fo  long  are  ye  extremely  weak  and 
no  lefs  wretched  and  unhappy.  Ye  live,  think,  fed, 
aft  only  by  others,  in  others,  and  after  others ;  you 
are  contented  or  difcontented,  happy  or  unhappy, 
only  in  the  apprehenfion  and  opinion  of  others ;  you 
are  only  that,  and  do  only  that  which  others  would 
have  you  to  be  arid  to  do.  'And  thefe  others  are 
not  peradventure  the  wifeft,  the  beft,  the  worthieft 
of  mankind.  No,  they  are  juft  as  unwife,  giddy^ 
earthly  minded  people  as  yourfelves,  as  much  the 
vaflfals  of  fenfuaJity  and  prejudice  as  yourfelves,  but 
have  perhaps  a  little  more  boldnefs  and  impudence, 
or  have  gotten  by  chance  a  greater  degree  of  con- 
fequence  and  authority.  What  meannefs,  what  igno- 
minious dependence !  To  what  purpofe  then  are  ye 
thinking,  rational  creatures  ?  To  what  purpofe  has 
your  maker  endowed  you  with  freedom  of  choice 
and  power  of  aftion  ?  To  what  end  has  Chrift  re- 
gained for  his  votaries  this  liberty  and  this  power  ? 
Oh  ftudy  to  value  them  more,  and  to  employ  them 
better;  ftrive  after  greater  confiftency ;  and  when- 
ever you  feel  the  want  of  filence  and  folitude,  feek 
chem,  enter  that  holy  retreat,  there  nourifh  and  in- 
vigonite  your  mind  with  the  food  that  is  convenient 
for  it,  and  which  in  the  tumult  of  the  world  it  can- 
inot  Und^  and  fuffer  not  yourfelves  either  in  this  or 
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any  other  good  purpofe,  to  be  deterred  by  the  opi- 
nion or  the  derifion  of  mankind,  from  doing  that 
which  reafon  and  confcience  prompt  you  to  do. 

And  now,  my  dear  friends,  fmce  you  know  the 
caufes  why  to  fo  many  of  you  filence  and  folituJe 
are  a  burden,  and  at  the  fame  time  cannot  deny 
the  value  and  utility  of  them,  endeavour  to  remove 
thofe  caufes,  and  together  with  a  cheerful,  but  tem- 
perate, enjoyment  of  the  pleafures  of  ibciety,  avail' 
yourfclves  alfo,  as  occafion  offers,  of  the  benefits  of 
a  wife,  a  chriftian  ufe  of  filence  and  retirement, 
Confider,  that  filence  is  the  mother  of  wifdom,  of 
virtue,  and  the  mind's  bleft  calm ;  the  fource  of  true 
felf-knowledge,  and  that  thou  never  canft  afpire  to 
the  knowledge  of  him  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal, 
without  knowing  thyfelf ;  the  fource  of  the  nobleft 
liberty,  of  a  truly  chriftian  temper,  and  of  the  furefl: 
preparation   to   the   fuperior   life.     Confider,  that 
fooner  or   later  feafons  and  hours  will  infallibly 
come,  when  all  around  you  will  be  filent,  when  you 
will  have  nothing  to  occupy  you  except  God  and 
yourfelves,  and  if  ye  have  then  firft  to  learn  to  fa^ 
miliarife  and  folace  yourfelves  with  this  company^ 
you  will  affuredly  find  that  alteration  of  your  condi- 
tion an  infupportable  burden,  a  perfeft  martyrdom, 
Confider  in  fhort,  that  you  are  haftening  to  the 
tomb,  and  that  there  the  profoundeft  filence  reigns  i 
a  filence  which  to  the  wicked  will  be  a  hell,  a  hea- 
ven to  the  good  !     Oh  happy  he,  who  during  the 
courfe  of  his  life,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  facul- 
ties* 
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deS)  has  known  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  filence  and 
folltude  in  collecting  ample  treafures  of  wife,  of 
great  and  noble,  blefled  thoughts  and  fentimentSp 
which  he  may  take  with  him  into  the  filence  of  th^ 
grave,  with  which  he  may  there  fuftain  his  fpirit^ 
^nd  render  himfelf  fufceptible  of  dill  fuperior  f^citjf 
Ui  the  jrefurredlioij  of  the  jufl ! 

Advent, 
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SERMON    XXXVII. 


Chriftian  Sobriety  and  Vigilance. 


/^^OD,  our  creator  and  our  father,  thou  hall 
^^  raifed  us  to  the  rank  of  rational  creatures,  and 
thereby  imparted  to  us  fome  refemblance  with  thee, 
the  fupreme  and  abfolutely  perfedl  fpirit.  We  not 
only  are  and  live,  but  we  know  and  intimately  feel 
that  we  are  and  live.  We  can  reflect  on  what  we 
are  and  what  we  ought  to  be  and  to  become,  and 
foar  in  thought  even  to  thee,  our  creator  and  father. 
We  can  look  back  on  the  long  fmce  pail  and  carry 
our  view  into  the  far  remote  futurity,  and  conned 
them  both  with  the  prefent.  Gracious  God,  with 
what  powers,  with  what  pre-eminences  haft  thou  en- 
dowed us,  thy  children !  And  what  means,  what 
impulfes  to  wifdom,  to  virtue,  to  happinefs  haft 
thou  not  thus  vouchfafed  us !  Oh  that  all  of  us 
might  entirely  feel  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  and 
the  value  of  our  privileges,  the  value  of  the  honour 
of  being  formed  after  thy  likenefs  and  conftantly 
make  the  bell  the  worthiell  ufe  of  that  Jionour  and 
of  thefe  privileges !  Ah  let  us  never  forget  what 
by  thy  bounty  we  are  and  how  much  more  by  thy 
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bounty  we  might  be  and  become !  Let  us  never  de- 
grade ourfelves  by  folly  and  fin,  never  render  our* 
felves  unworthy  of  the  (lation  and  the  rank,  whjfh 
thou  haft  afligned  us  among  thy  creatures  ;  never 
recede  but  always  advance  on  the  path  of  perfedion. 
Blefs  to  the  furtherance  of  thefe  deligns  the  leflbitt 
of  truth  which  we  (hall  now  receive  from  thy  wordw 
Let  us  not  only  hear  and  underftand  and  approve 
them^  but  fo  admit  and  inwardly  digeft  them,  that 
they  may  really  correft  and  improve  us.  Thefe  our 
petitions  we  offer  up  unto  thee  in  the  name  of  thy 
ion  Jefus,  and  trufling  patiently  and  comfortably  in 
his  promifes,  thus  farther  addrefs  thee.  Our  fa- 
ther, &c. 

I    PETER   v.    8. 
B«  fober,  be  vigilant. 

A  TTENTION,  my  devout  audience,  continued^ 
^  ^  not  eafily  wearied  attention  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  fureft  means,  of  proceeding  farther  in  any 
bulinefs,  how  difficult  foever  it  may  be,  and  at  laft 
as  far  as  it  is  poffible  to  pr^eed  in  it.  He  that  ha» 
not  his  attention  \mder  command,  he  that  is  not  ca* 
pable  of  fixing  it,  of  drawing  it  off  from  feveral  ob^ 
jeds  and  turning  it  to  one  alone,  or  of  fbdng  it  £^  a 
prq>er  length  of  time  upon  it,  will  perhaps  wifli  much 
good,  intend  much  goody  |>ropofe  and  begin  much 
good,  yet  will  actually  do  and  bring  to  full  effe£b 
but  Uale  good ;  he  will,  in  whatever  it  be,  whether 
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in  the  fdences  or  in  bufmels,  whether  in  his  own 
improvement  or  in  his  endeavours  at  the  improve- 
xn^t  of  others,  one  while  ftand  flill,  at  other  times 
retreat,  every  where  meet  with  infuperable  obftacles^. 
imconquerable  difficulties.  Perhaps  he  may  acquire 
an  extenfive  knowledge  of  feveral  things,  but  few 
profound,  folid  perceptions  embracing  the  whole 
and  elucidating  the  combinations  of  its  various  parts  ; 
perhaps  excite  fome  good  deiires  and  aiFe£tions  in 
his  foul,  but  obtain  few  good,  virtuous  habitudes ; 
perhaps  chalk  out  many  good  plans,  contrive 
many  public-fpirited  projects,  but  contribute  little  to 
the  execution  of  them.  Wherever  courage,  flrength 
of  mind,  refolution,  intrepidity,  fortitude,  are  re- 
quired, thefe  qualities  neceffarily  include  a  fuperior 
degree  of  attention  and  a  greater  power  over  atten- 
tion, a  ufe  of  it  more  dependent  on  our  will.  With- 
out this  endowment  never  any  one  has  fignalized 
himfelf  either  on  the  career  of  heroifm,  or  in  the 
fphere  of  bufmefs  and  aftivity,  or  in  the  province 
cf  arts  and  fciences,  or  in  what  is  of  greater  con- 
fequence  than  all  thefe,  in  the  purfuit  after  fuperior 
virtue  and  purer  devotion.  What  prominent  and 
grand  attainments  then  are  to  be  expe&ed  from  the 
generality  of  perfons  in  the  prefent  times,  when  va- 
nity, frivolity,  a  flighty  admiration  and  forgetful- 
nefs  of  mod  things,  an  indolent  abhorrence  of  all  ex- 
ertion and  effort,  a  reftlefe,  impatient  vagrancy  of 
thought  from  one  objeft  to  another,  from  one  occu- 
pation to  another,  from  one  diilrading  or  ftunning 
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amufement  to  another,  are  fuch  generally  prevalent 
defers,  or  rather  laudable  and  honourable  diftinc-- 
tions  indifpenfable  to  people  of  fafhion.  —  What 
truth  and  wifdom  teach  us  on  this  head,  my  pious 
hearers,  we  may  alfo  imbibe  from  the  precepts  of  re- 
ligion, in  which  all  the  treafures  of  really  ufeful 
truth  and  really  profitable  wifdom  are  contained.  It 
exhorts  us  on  all  occafions,  and  particularly  in  our 
text,  to  fobriety  and  to  vigilance,  and  with  thefe  ex- 
hortations we  cannot  comply  without  making  the 
beft  ufe  of  our  attention  on  ourfelves  and  the  ob- 
jects around  us.  Whoever  is  incapable  of  continued, 
diligent  attention,  whoever  has  not  the  command  of 
it,  whoever  is  interrupted  in  his  reflexions  or  in  his 
bufinefs  by  every  trifling  circumftance  that  occurs, 
fiiffers  himfelf  to  be  dift:rafted  and  amufed  by  every 
accidental  impreflion  of  external  objefts,  can  neither 
be  fober  nor  vigilant,  as  it  behoves  a  wife  man  and  a 
chriftian  to  be.  Of  this  you  will  not  entertain  a  doubt, 
my  devout  auditors,  if  ye  condefcend  to  accompany 
me  in  my  farther  confiderations  on  this  fubjeft.  I  will 
tell  you  wherein  this  fobriety  and  vigilance  confifl:, 
and  then  particularly  point  out  to  you,  what  ye  have 
in  this  refped  to  do.  May  ye  not  only  perceive  the 
reafonablenefs  of  thefe  my  admonitions,  but  likewife 
learn  to  obferve  and  pi-a£Ufe  them !  Be  fober,  be 
vigilant. 

By  the  fobriety  which  the  apofUe  here  recommends 
to  chriftians,  we  are  not  folely  and  not  principally 
to  underftand  temperance  ii^  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 

■ 

word, 


96       CHRISTIAN  SOBRIETY  AKD  VIGILAKCE* 

word,  or  the  moderate  ufe  of  meats  and  drinks 
adapted  to  our  wants  and  to  the  dilates  of  prudence* 
No,  the  fol^riety  here  fpoken  of  is  of  a  larger  com- 
pafs  and  of  a  nobler  kind.  It  is  that  (late  of  mind, 
when  a  man,  free  from  headftrong,  violent,  boifte- 
rous  pafTions,  has  a  clear  confcioufnefs  of  himfelf, 
of  the  true  end  of  his  being,  of  the  relations  in 
which  he  (lands  towards  God  and  man  and  other  ob* 
jeSs,  and  agreeably  to  this  confcioufnefs,  judges  of 
whatever  befals  him  and  what  is  incumbent  on  him. 
It  is  that  (late  of  mind,  when  the  man,  neither  hood- 
winked by  prejudices  and  errors,  nor  borne  along 
by  the  prevalence  of  cudom  and  example,  nor  hur- 
ried away  by  fcnfual  luds,  aiTerts  the  maftery  over 
himfelf,  and  in  his  determinations  and  aflions  is  con- 
duced by  calm  confideration  and  jud  perceptions. 
With  this  fobriety  vigilance  is  very  clofely  conneded. 
The  latter  is  a  natural,  unavoidable  confequence  of 
the  former.  It  conlifts  in  a  (leady  obfervation  of 
the  feveral  changes  that  happen  within  us  or  without 
us,  and  the  ufeful  or  pernicious  alterations  they  may 
occafion  in  our  habits  of  thought  and  fenfation  and 
in  our  condu£t,  and  in  fo  availing  ourfel  ves  of  them, 
and  fo  behaving  towards  them  as  is  con(iftent  with 
truth  and  with  our  duty,  and  is  mod  correfpondent 
with  our  exertions  after  the  fuperior  perfeftion  of  a 
chridian ;  therefore  in  being  not  carelsfs  and  indif- 
ferent either  in  regard  to  the  thoughts  and  de(ires  that 
arife  within  us,  or  in  regard  to  the  connections,  in 
^hidi  we  are  placed,  whether  voluntarily  or  acci- 
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dentally,  with  other  perfons  and  ohjeds,  either  in 
regard  to  the  temptations  and  pfovocations  to  ^vil,  oi^ 
m  regard  to  the  opportunities  and  encouragements 
to  good,  but  confider,  apprehend  and  treat  all  thefe 
as  matters  whereof  the  confequences  may  be  of  ex« 
treme  importance  both  to  ourfelres    and  others^ 
which  may  have  a  very  prejudicial  or  a  very  falutary 
influence  on  our  moral  condidon,  on  the  perfedion 
and  happinefs  both  of  ourfelves  and  others. 
.   Thefe  are  the  general  notions  we  fhould  form  of 
chriftian  fobriety  and  vigilance  as  the  means  of 
progrefs  on  the  path  of  virtue.    Wouldft  thou  now^ 
my  chriftian  brother,  who  art  eameftly  defirous  of 
thy  improvement,  and  art  aiming  at  the  prize  pfper^ 
fe&ion,  precifely  know,  what  thou  haft  to  do  and 
to  obferve,  to  what  in  the  accomplifhment  of  this 
duty  thou  art  principally  to  dire£t  thy  attention,  let  me 
recommend  to  thee  the  following  fuggeftions. 

Wouldft  thou  be  fober  and  vigilant,  conftantly  en* 
deavour  to  uphold  in  thy  mind  a  clear  confdoulhefs 
of  thyfelf,  of  the  true  end  of  thy  being,  of  thy  fe* 
culdes,  of  thy  relations  towards  God  and  towards 
mankind ;  a  clear  and  full  confcioufnefs,  of  what, 
thou  art  and  oughteft  to  be  to  thyfelf  and  to  others^ 
of  what  thou  at  prefent  art  and  what  thou  hereafter 
art  deftgned  to  be  and  to  become.  This  confcioufnefs^ 
my  dear  friends^  is  the  glory  of  man,  the  peculiar 
chara&eriftic  of  the  wife  man  and  the  chriflian,  the 
fureft  prefervative  againft  every  folly  and  fin,  the 
4lrongeft  incendve  to  all  that  is  tfeautiful  and  generous 
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andgmt.  Delfitute  of  this  confckmibels  man  is  l^* 
^pozt  of  chance,  die  flave  of  whatef^*  outwardly  afta 
upon  him,  the  viftim  of  ardfice  and  wid^edneft  — •* 
is  decd^ed  by  every  outfide  appeanuice,  overcome 
by  every  temptation^  furprifed  by  every  danger, 
trampled  on  by  every  enemy  to  his  peace.  What  in 
truth  is  it,  \diat  really  doesa  manin  finmng,  in  aft- 
ing  fbolifhly  and  iniquitoully  ?  He  fbigets  what  G^ 
is  and  what  he  himfelf  is  and  what  mankind  and  the 
other  furrounding  objeds  are  that  he  has  to  do  with  ; 
lie  lofes  the  clear  confdoufnels  of  himfelf,  of  the 
proper  end  of  his  being,  of  his  connedions  and 
relations.  The  child,  that  behaves  undutifully  to 
his  parents,  forgets  that  he  is  a  child,  and  that  h» 
parents  are  parents.  The  man  that  furrenders  him* 
felf  to  the  tranfports  of  rage,  forgets  that  he  is  a  ra- 
tional creature,  whofe  greateft  diftindion  confifts  in 
the  government  of  himfel£  The  fool,  who  puta 
off  his  conveHion  to  an  uncertain  futurity,  forgets 
that  he  is  mortal,  and  that  perha^  to-morrow  no 
time  for  converfion  wfll  any  longer  be  in  his  power. 
The  indolent  man,  wha  delays  the  performance  of 
the  good  a&ion,  which  he  might  do  to^ay,  to  a  re* 
moter  period^  forgets  that  abilities  and  opportnnides 
for  doing  good  are  not  abfolntely  dependent  on  him^ 
and  that  to-morrow,  the  next  hour,  the  next  mo» 
ment  are  as  uncertain  as  his  life.  —The  felfifli,  the 
hardhearted  man,  whom  neither  the  forrows  nor  th^ 
joys  of  another  can  touch,  forgets  that  he  ftands 
in  the  cbfefl  connexions  with  innuoierable  othet 
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{>erf<ms»  that  they  are  all  his  brothers  and  fifters, 
that  he  is  bdiolden  to  them  for  numberlefs  fervices 
auid  affiftanceSy  and  that  their  happinefs  is  indiflblu- 
bly  conneAed  tinth  his  own*    The  Have  of  pleafure^ 
who  blindly  foUows  his  fenfual,  carnal  appetites,  for- 
gets that  he  is  not  entirely  flefh ;  that  fenfuality  de« 
grades  him  to  a  level  with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and 
•keeps  his  fpirif,  whidi  is  immortal,  in  a  continual 
retrogreilion  from  the  true  end  of  its  creation.    And 
thus  every  folly,  every  fin,  tends  to  weaken,  to 
blunt  and  to  efface  the  confdoufhefs  of  one's  felf,  and 
to  fuperinduce  a  fbrgetfuinefs  of  what  we  and  what 
others  are.  —  Wouldft  thou  therefore  avoid  the 
ways  of  folly  and  fin,  o  man,  be  fober  and  viratch- 
Jill ;  uphold  and  ftrengthen  the  inward  confciouf- 
nefs  of  thyfelf  with  all  poffible  care ;  fhun  every 
thing  that  fo  diflra£b,  fo  (hms,  fo  puts  thee  out  of 
all  compofure  of  mind,  that  thou  fbrgetteft  thyfelf 
and  the  relations  in  which  thou  art  placed,  take  care 
that  the  fentiment  of  what  thou  art  and  fhouldll  be 
and  do,  is  never  totally  obfcured  amidfl:  thy  tempo- 
ral affairs,  amidft  thy  recreations  and  amufements, 
and  that  thou  never  lofe  fight  of  thyfelf,  if  thou 
wouldft  fecure  thy  innocence,  fulfil  thy  duty,  main- 
tain thy  dignity,  and  offend  neither  God  nor  thy 
brethren. 

Wouldft  thou  farther  be  fober  and  vigilant,  my 
chriftian  brother,  obferve  all  the  thoughts  that  arife 
In  thy  mind,  and  be  not  abfolutely  indifferent  to 
any  of  them.   Often  in  a  manner  unperceived,  while 
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we  are  in  ^onverfation  with  others,  or  employed  iM 
reading  fome  book,  or  at  the  time  when  our  atten- 
tion is  not  particularly  attraded,  when  perhaps 
for  the  fake  of  relaxation  we  refign  ourfelves  entirely 
to  the  impreffion  of  external  objefb,  or  to  the  re* 
colleftion  of  former  ideas,  frequently,  I  fay,  bad 
thoughts  will  imperceptibly  as  it  were  Aide  into  our 
minds,  there  fecretly  ftrike  root,  and  become,  though 
perhaps  not  till  fome  time  afterwards,  the  occafions 
and  grounds  to  various  falfe  inferences,  impure  fea- 
timents,  and  a£tions  unlawful  and  at  enmity  witii 
our  ufual  train  of  thoughts  and  fenfations,  the  oric 
gin  and  fources  whereof  we  ourfelves  are  at  a  loft 
to  difcover.  — -  —  On  the  other  fide,  frequently  and 
in  like  manner  and  by  the  fame  means  good,  ferious, 
luminous  thoughts,  produdive  of  ufeful  confequen- 
ces,  flart  up  in  our  mind,  which  might  fill  up  fome 
chafms  in  our  knowledge,  conned  feveral  parts  of 
it  more  cohefivcly  together,  add  new  fpirit  and 
energy  to  feveral  known  truths,  abate  the  force  of 
fome  inordinate  affcdion,  and  guard,  condud,  im- 
prove and  pacify  us  in  numbcrlefs  inllances  ;  but 
which,  from  our  not  attending  to  them,  becaufe  we 
are  not  fober  and  not  watchful,  fmd  no  acceptands, 
cannot  affociatc  themfelves  with  any  already  prefent 
ideas,  leave  no  imprelHon  on  our  mind,  but  only 
as  it  were  pafs  by  it  and  vanifli  as  fuddenly  as  they 
arofe.  —  —  —  Beware  of  this  heedlefsnefs,  o  thou 
who  art  fmcerely  defirous  of  becoming  truly  wife 
and  truly  good,  and   of  continually  approaching 
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Clearer  to  chriftian  perfedion.  By  no  means  fuffei^ 
thy  thoughts  to  roam  at  random  without  dureftioA 
and  controul,  aflbciating  or  feparating,  at  the  dif- 
pofid  of  chance,  as  the  perfons  and  the  obje£ts  which 
accidentally  furround  thee  and  a£k  upon  thee  ihall 
determine.  Take  care  not  to  leave  thy  mind  open 
to  every  in^reflion  from  without,  tct  every  fem« 
blance  of.  the  beautiiul  and  good,  to  every  gentle; 
but  perhaps  bewitching  voice ;  take  care  that  it 
do  not,  negligently  and  vnthout  examination,  admit 
and  infert  every  impreffion  that  happens  to  be  thus 
made  upon  it  into  its  moral  conftitution.  No^ 
watch  over  all  thy  thoughts,  fince  it  is  never  of  ab- 
Jblutely  equal  import,  what  and  how  thou  thtnkeft ; 
becaufe  the  thought,  which  is  now  admitted  and 
harboured  by  thee,  will  perhaps  not  till  after  feve- 
veral  years  reward  or  punifli  thee  for  its  precipitate 
reception.  Watch  therefore  over  every  evil  thought, 
which  would  obtrude  itfelf  upon  thee  or  glide  into 
thy  mind,  left  it  fettle  there  and  ftrike  its  fibres  deep- 
er, left  by  its  conne£Hon  with  others  it  gain  ftrength^ 
left  by  infenfible  degrees  it  become  a  principle,  left 
it  fprout  up  into  evil  defires  and  at  length  beguile 
thee  into  evil  a£tion.  Approve  no  thought,  admit  no 
thought  into  thy  mind,  which  thou  durft  not  think 
aloud,  which  thou  durft  not  unreludantly  reveal  to 
thy  moft  refpeOed  friend,  which  thou  durft  not 
conned  with  the  thought  of  God  and  his  immediate 
prdenCe.  Rejed  and  drive  oflF  all  thofe  which  can- 
xiot  endure  this  trial,  as  the  declared  enemies  of  thy 
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x)erfe£tion  and  happinelsy  as  thoughts  which  woiiI4 
Contaminate  thy  mind  and  deftroy  its  peaoe^  however 
^lendid  the  garb  in  which  they  appear.  -*  — -  Bqt 
watch  likewife  oyer  all  good,  religious  thoughta 
that  occur  to  thy  mind,  that  thou  mayft  detain  and 
fix  them,  make  them  entirely  thy  own,  aflbdate  them 
with  as  many  other  thoughts  as  thou  qoift,  that 
thou  mayfl  thus  eafily  revive  their  recoUeftioa  an^ 
always  reckon  upon  their  light,  their  force,  theio 
influence,  whenever  thou  haft  occafion  for  it  Every 
thoight  of  this  kind  is  a  valuable  augmetitation  of 
thy  real  permanent  wealth,  of  thy  intrinfic  perfec^ 
don  ;  a  blifsful  fource  of  pure  unfulli^  pleafures  h^ 
retirement,  of  wife  judgments  and  good  afHona  ia 
fodety,  of  (romfort  in  affliftions,  of  aliment  and  £(• 
tisfa£tion  for  the  future  workL 

Wouldft  thou  be  fober  and  vigilant,  o  thoq,  to 
whoiQ  the  advancement  of  thy  fpiritual  perfe&bn  is 
a  feriousi  a  heartfelt  concejTi ;  Qarrful|y  obferve  all 
that  pafles  without  thee,  in  the  narrower  or  larger 
fphereof  thy  life  and  pperation,  among  thy  friends 
and  acquaixitance,  thy  companions  and  fellow*fub* 
je£ls,  whether  in  reference  to  morality  and  reli« 
gron,  or  as  it  may  have  an  influence  on  thee  and  thy 
fentiments  and  thy  condud.  Not  for  the  fake  of 
gratifying  thy  curiofity,  or  for  judging  others  with 
fi^verity,  but  to  thei  intent  that  thou  mayft  learn  wi& 
dom  and  prudence  from  it,  Obferve  therefore  the 
revolutions  that  occur  around  thee,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  thinking  and  living,  occupations  and  plea* 
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liires^  hopes  and  ai^rehenfipnsy  that  thou  mayft 
alter  thy  $ondu£l:  accordingly,  or  arm  thyfelf  ag»n(t 
forced  and  injunoua  alterations  in  them*  Confider 
how  hx  thefe  feveral  obje&s,  obnoxious  to  fuch  a 
-variety  of  fhanges^  are  &vourabIe  or  un&TouraUe 
to  thy  virtue  and  probity,  how  far  they  may  ailevir 
ate  or  obftruf):  thee  in  the  difcharge  of  thy  duty* 
Never  let  it  be  indifferent  to  thee,  how  thy  family, 
^hy  ordinary  companions,  thy  friexids  are  wont  to 
think  en  matters  of  importance,  what  principles 
they  adopt  and  fi[^ow,  how  diey  ifamd  affe&ed  to* 
wards  reUgioa  and  virtue  and  human  happinefs,  who* 
ther  they  are  grown  more  feiio^s  or  nuxrt  thought- 
iefs,  more  zealous  in  behalf  of  truth  and  goodne& 
or  more  indifferent  towards  them,  whether  they 
ihemfelves  are  becoming  better  or  worfe,  are  going 
•forwards  or  backwards ;  for  their  judgment,  then: 
notions  and  their  example  will  always,^  unlefs  thou 
f^lqfely  watchefl:  over  them  and  over  thyfelf,  have 
more  or  lefeinfiuet^  upon  thy  judgment,  thy  no- 
tions and  thy  con^ud,  Their  levity  will  impercepti- 
^  relax  thy  prudent  gravity,  their  indifference  weak- 
fA  thy  zeal,  their  fceptidfm  imdermine  thy  fidth, 
their  C0I4,  unfisefing  temperament  gradually  dull 
thy  heart,  and  their  ibth  and  negligence  m  good- 
nefs  even  greatly  diminifh  thy  ardour  after  higher 
perfedion.  Never  in  fhort  let  it  be  indifferent  to 
^hee,  what  fafhioa,  what  manners  and  cuftcmis, 
•what  maxims,  what  rules  of  prx^riety  here  or  there, 
ft  one  time  or  another  predominate^  and  demand 

H4  of 


104     CHRISTIAN  SOBRIETY  AND  VIOILAKCI. 

of  thee  fubmiffion  and  obedience,  or  candour  and 
forbearance,  or  oppofidon  and  refiftance.  firing 
them  all  to  trial,  and  try  them  with  the  utmoft  free^ 
dom  and  impartiality,  without  regard  to  the  refpe£t 
in  which  they  (land,  or  to  the  multitude  and  qua^ 
lity  of  thofe  who  adopt  and  approve  them.  And  the 
more  univerfal  and  unconfined  the  prevalence  of  cer- 
tain principles  and  rules  of  condud,  or  certain  cuIL 
toms  are  among  the  great  mals  of  thoughdeis  or  fu«> 
perfidal  perfons,  fo  much  the  lefs  do  thou  follow 
them  without  confcioufiiefs  and  without  confidera^ 
tion,  if  thou  wouldft  maintain  the  chara&er  of  a  wife 
man,  of  a  chriftian,  and  preferve  uninjured  thy  in^ 
tegrity, 

Wouldfl:  thou  laftly  be  fober  and  vigilant,  look 
freqiiendy  around  thee,  whether  fome  temptadon  be 
|iot  advancing  towards  thee,  left  thou  Ihouldft  be  at* 
tacked  by  it,  ere  thou  haft  armed  thyfelf  againft  it 
Do  this,  whenever  thou  art  going  to  thy  work,  to 
the  aflSiirs  of  thy  calling ;  do  it,  whenever  thou  art 
going  into  company.  In  both  cafee  previoufly  be^ 
ftow  fome  tlM)ughts  on  the  objeds,  on  the  perfons, 
thou  wilt  there  have  to  do  with,  on  what  thou  ait 
and  i)iouldft  be  to  them,  and  what  they  are  and 
ftould  be  to  thee ;  think  on  the  defirable  or  adverfe 
occiuxeiices,  which  may  befall  thee  there,  on  the 
praife  or  the  cenfure,  the  good  or  the  evil,  which 
thou  wilt  probably  fee  and  hear }  on  the  nouriil|« 
inent  which  vanity,  or  ambition,  or  covetoufheft, 
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inducements  to  iniquity,  or  to  diilimulation  and  falfe- 
hood,  or  to  envy  and  to  difcontent,  or  to  difpleafiuie 
and  anger,  or  to  other  (ins  and  failings,  which  vdll 
there  encounter  thee ;  and  thus  weaken  their  bale- 
ful influence,  by  previoufly  preparing  thyfelf  for 
them,  by  firmly  expeding  them,  and  therefore  by 
behaving  towards  them  without  furprife  or  con* 
fufion,  confiftently  with  thy  corrected  temper.  — • 
But  again  look  frequently  around  thee,  whether 
fome  opportunity  for  improvement  or  for  doing  good 
may  not  o£Fer  itfelf  to  thee,  that  it  may  not  flip  away 
ere  thou  hafl;  f<nzed  and  profited  by  it.  Numberleb 
opportunities  of  this  nature  eTctpe  thee,  even  though 
thou  be  fbber  and  watchful.  Thou  canfl:  flill  often  trace 
their  march,  ftill  hear  their  retreating  tread,  but  the 
moment  when  they  were  in  thy  power  is  gone  by, 
they  are  vaniflied  never  more  to  return.  And  how 
many  more,  equally  precious  and  irremeable  op« 
portunities  for  becoming  wife  and  good  and  happy, 
^d  acquiring  various  merits  in  regard  to  others,  in 
addition  to  the  former  account,  mufl:  elapfe  entirely 
unperceived  and  unemployed  by  him  who  is  not  fo« 
ber  and  not  watchful !  And  if  hereafter  all  thefe  ne- 
glefted  opportunities  fliould  again  vifionarily  prefent 
themfelves  to  his  too  late  awakened  imagination^ 
what  a  cruel  but  unavailing  remorfe  will  be  the  pe- 
nalty of  his  fl;upidity  and  want  of  attention ! 

Therefore,  o  man,  o  chriftian,  who  wouldfl  at 
prefent  aflert  thy  dignity,  and  prepare  for  thyfelf  a 
plea|ao^, »  happy  futurity^  be  fober  and  vigilant ! 

Deeply 
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Deeply  imprint  this  precept  of  wifdom  on  thy  heartr 
Be  jealous  of  thy  grand  prerogative,  the  confdouC- 
nefs  of  thyfelf,  ^nd  the  command  tbou  haft  of  thy 
attention*  Confider  always^  that  it  is  this  whidk 
principally  elevat;e8  thee  above  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  and  to  an  affinity  with  the  angels^  diftinguiflw 
ing  thee  as  the  qreature  that  is  ci^eated  in  the  like^ 
nefs  of  God !  Only  by  fobriety  and  vigilance  vnkli 
fhou  efcape  the  ma^es  of  folly,  the  fiiares  of  fin, 
tnoft  of  the  temptations  and  daggers  of  the  vorld^ 
the  generaKty  of  tt^  mpft  affli£Hng  eyib,  h^VP^ 
difcomfit  the  dangers"  and  temptations  which  thoa 
canft  not  avoid,  and  4eam  courageoufly  to  bear  the 
evils  which  thou  art  not  able  to  ward  offl  Only  by 
fobriety  and  vigilance  wih  thou  truly  triumph  in  thy 
Kfe,  be  thoroughly  eftablifhed  in  virtue,  and  be  qua^ 
lified  for  receiving  the  whole  of  its  glorious  rewsffds^ 
What  are  indeed  all  the  pleafures,  the  delights  in 
which  we  lofe  the  confpiouihefs  of  ourfelves,  of  J 
in  which  we  muft  purpofely  blunt  it  j  the  pleafures,^ 
the  delights  which  we  do  not  foberly  enjoy,  on 
which  we  cannot  calmly  rcflefl:  either  during  the  en* 
joyment,  or  when  it  is  over  ?  Can  thefe  be  wprthy 
of  the  man^  the  rational  man  ?  What  are  even  all 
the  good  deeds,  which  we  perform  without  con- 
fdoufnefs,  without  confideration,  more  by  mechani- 
cal rules  and  blind  impulfe,  than  from  juft  percep- 
tions and  inward  fentiment  of  what  is  right  and 
fitting !  How  much  by  that  defeat  muft  they  not 
lofe  of  their  worth !    No,  that  joy  alone  is  truly 

worthy 
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jEorthy  thp  mapi  which  lie  enjoys  io  the  fiiU  €«iCaf ; 
pufnefs  of  himfelf  {  That  generous  a£t  alone  coni'^ 
pletely  remunerates  its  author,  which  he  p^orm^ 
in  the  perfeffc  tonltibofiiefs  of  hhnfelf  an4  of  what 
he  is  doing!  Ipiefe  alone  are  joys  and  adions, 
which  wi(I  ^coflipany  us  oi^t  (if  ti^e  prefix  wto  At 
future  wprld,  and  thera  opntpnue  to  reward  and  to 
exhilarate  us  for  ever !  Qh  let  us  ^deayour  to  ac« 
cumulate  this  treafure  for  foturi(y,  and  Ukewife  iq 
ihis  refpeA  and  for  thi$  f^on,  be  always  fober  ^d 
^ways  vigilant  | 
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/^OD,  iiv«  know  thee^  we  worfhip  thee  as  the 
^^  creator  and  fovereign  of  us,  and  of  the  whole 


univerfe,  as  our  fupreme  lawyer  and  judge,  as  the 
being  who  regulates  and  conduds  all  the  events  of 
our  fives,  as  our  moil  gracious  benefitftor  and  fiu 
ther*  We  proftiate  ourfelves  in  the  dufl:  before 
thee  as  thy  creatures,  as  thy  fubjeds,  as  thy  children, 
and  defire  with  continually  more  vivacity  and  ftrength 
to  feel,  what  veneration,  what  love,  what  unbound- 
ed, willing  obedience  we  owe  thee !  Yes,  to  thee 
all  is  in  fubjedion ;  at  thy  nod  worlds  arife  and  pafs 
away ;  thee  both  heaven  and  earth  obey,  the  whole 
innumerable  hoft  of  funs  and  (lars,  and  the  (and  on 
the  (hores  of  the  ocean,  the  moll  exalted  fpirit  that 
worfhips  before  thy  throne,  and  the  worm  that 
crawls  in  the  duft ;  and  to  obey  thee  is  truth,  is 
order,  is  life,  is  felicity.  Yes,  all  thy  laws  are  per* 
fe£l  wifdom  and  benignity,  pure  fources  and  methods 
pf  content  and  fatisfadion.    And  thi$  are  they  even 

to 


tO'OSy  whom  tfaou  defigheft  lure  to'ckeiicdfe  ifloobe' 
aienoe,  anddiereby  ediiqrte  t3»<a  foperior  Ufe;'  ASL 
the  lilandlulics  ^hkh  thou  iffueft,  are  the  prfeoepts  df 
ax&cher»  .whii':  loves  faiftjcyidntsij  andbrprofides  for 
their  beft  mterefts ;   parental  admonitioiw^*  agauift 
dangers  and  diftrefles,  againft  pain  and  mifery,  wife, 
benign  directions  tct|>er£9dio^  and  happinefs.   And 
how  greatly  does  thy  paternal  aSecUon  fecilitate  the 
obedience  ^rhicb  thou  reqttfr^'of  us !  What  ability, 
what  motives,  what  aififtiince,  what  refources  thou 
fiaft  granted  bs  to  that  enii !     Oh  .how  willingly^ 
hoi\^  fi^ladly '  Ihbui'd  we  obey  ^ee !      How  eafy>  how 
deughtful  Ihould  it  be  to, us  to  do  that  which  is 
agreeable  in  thy  fight !    ITow  ungratefully  tpwards 
fhee  and  how '  immically  to  ourfelves  do  v^e  a^t, 
whenever  we  refiife  it !     And  yet  we  fo  often  refuie 
thee  oiu:  obedience !     And  yet  we  frequently  obey 
thee  rather  front  cdnttraint  than  from  a£fe6tion,  mpre 
for  (how  than  ih  deed  and  in  truth !     O  father  of 
in^rdes,  we  iare  covered  with  Ihame  and  coniulion 
at  the  idea !   Oh  that  we  mignt  however  hencefortH 
be.  more  dutifiilly  difpofed  towards  thee,  and  feek 
and  find  our  liigheft  honour,  our  greateff  pleafure 
ih'the  obfervsilice  of  thy  command's  I  Oh  fisaid  dowii 
Upon  us  thy  S^ht','thy  life  ahd  energy,  moltl^oimteous 
pareht !  Teach  us  thyfelf  to  do  thy  will,  and  CQiiduct 
uj5  by  thy  gddd  fpirit  along  the  even  path  that  leada 
to  happinefs  anil  thee.    Blefe  to  this  end  the  conv. 
templations,'  which  are  now  to  employ  our  minds. 
Crant  us  to  perceive  the  friith  with  inward  con- 

'  *  "       ''  viOioii, 
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iriOiDti^  aftd  aifilt  us  finccirely  to  foUow  its  pieQtftai 

For  thefe  bleffings  we  implore  thee  ift  the  name  of 

diy  ion  Jefus^  our  laYiour,  and  in  ftedfaft  reKaactf 

!  on  hib  pronufiea,  tlw»  further  addrefk  thee :  Otf 
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t  |oim  T«  2« 

His  commandmenu  are  iio>t  grietdifik 


T?EW  perfons  are  fo  infenfible  or  fo  depravedi 
•*•  never  to  be  moved  by  the  beauty  of  a  tho- 
roughly virtuous  and  godly  life,  as  never  to  enttf- 
tain  the  wifh  to  lead  fuch  a  life,  and  to  partdi^  ii| 
the  benefits  and  felicities  arifing  from  it.  Few  peti 
haps  have  arrived  at  a  certain  time  of  life^  with- 
out having  more  than  once  conceived  the  refolutioa 
of  endeavouring  to  lead  fuch  a  life,  and  the  gene- 
rality have^  it  may  be,  even  made  fome  attempts 
that  way,  gone  a  few  paces  on  the  road  of  chriftian 
perfection.  But  how  comes  it  then,  that  this  gene- 
cous  wilh  with  fo  many  has  never  proceeded  any 
farther,  that  this  good  purpofe  is  fo  feldom  carried 
into  effed,  that  thefe  attempts  are  ufually  fo  una- 
vailing, that  we  fo  quickly  abandon  that  road  ?  We 
are  apt  to  reprefent  the  bufinefs  as  far  more  difficult 
than  it  is,  and  then  fuffer  thefe  imaginary  or  exag«> 
gerated  difficulties  to  deter  us  from  it.  On  learning 
the  irequifitions  of  the  divine  law,  on  hearihg  in  what 
manner  the  temper  and  the  whole  life  of  a  chriftian 
Ihould  be  framed ;  on  bdiolding  virtue  in  her  fulF 

fpleU- 
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^iendottr,  in  all  her  dignity^  otKr  courage  too  ofbUk 
fuisj  and  without  examining  the  matter  iartber^  Vf€ 
i^claim  in  a.defponding  tcme:  Who  is  fufficiciit 
for  thefe  things  f  Who  is  able  to  keep  and  tOf^m 
fiHtn  all  this  ?  Who  can  attain  this  exalted  objed  ? 
— *Btit  is  this  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  my  devouK 
audience  i  Does  not  our  faviour  exprefsly  fay,  that 
i6a  yoke  is  eafy  and  his  burden  light  ?  Does  not 
the  apoftle  in  our  text  affirm,  that  his  command^ 
ments  are  not  grievous  ?  Oh  could  I  now,  my  dear 
friends,  thoroughly  convince  you  of  it,  clearly  fet 
before  you  the  poffibility  and  facility  of  obferving 
the  divine  commandments  and  thus  infpire  you  with 
courage  and  refolution  to  the  leading  of  a  trulf 
virtuous  and  godly  Ufe !  Well  then,  we  wfll  mqoire^ 
what  piroperly  renders  an  affair,  a  bufinefs,  an  un« 
dertaking  eafy,  and  then  confider  whether  it  be  not 
^tpplicable  to  the  obfervance  of  the  divine  command- 
ments, to  virtue  and  {»ety. 

In  order  that  an  affair,  a  bufmefs,  an  undettakii^ 
fliould  be  eafy  to  us,  we  mud  before  all  things  have 
a  perfpicuous  and  accurate  comprehenfion  of  what* 
•ever  bebngs  to  it ;  we  muft  know  what  we  have  tc» 
do  and  how  we  ought  to  do  it.  We  Ihould  not  be 
able  to  doubt  that  it  1^  right  and  fit  and  nece&ry^ 
that  we  are  bound  to  do  it,  that  we  cannot  negied 
It  without  detriment  and  lofs.  And  in  regard  (0 
virtue  and  piety,  in  regard  to  the  obfervance  o£  the 
divine  c(»nmandments,  can  we  otherwife  than  by 
€ur  own  fault  be  in  any  want  of  this  knowledge,  of 

this 


Ak  con¥l£tiiOQ  ?  What  do  we  learn  from  reafofl  f 
What  are  we  taught  by  looking  at  the  world  around 
tts  i  What  fays  our  own  heart  ?  Do  they  not  all 
preach  the  love  of  truth,  the  love  of  order,  the  lovcf 
of  God,  the  love  of  man  ?  Do  they  not  all  cautum 
us  againft  fin  ?  Do  they  not  all  fummon  us  to  duty 
and  to  virtue  ?  What  fays  our  confdence  in  every 
particular  cafe,  when  we  have  to  chufe  between 
right  and  wrong,  good  and  bad  ?  How  rarely  is  he 
left  in  doubt  or  uncertainty,  who  hearkens  to  its 
V(Hce  and  is  ready  to  follow  its  decrees  ?  —  And  the 
holy  fcriptures !  How  plainly  do  they  inform  us  of 
the  will  of  God  and  of  our  duty !  ^What  intelligible^ 
pofitive,  infallible,  profitable  rules  of  condud  do 
they  not  fupply  us  with  !  How  fure  mud  we  be  of 
their  intrinfic  wifdom  and  worth  and  of  their  obli-* 
gations  upon  us,  fince  they  are  the  laws  of  God,  our 
fupremc  ruler  and  judge,  our  moft  gracious  father^ 
the  precepts  of  Jefus,  his  fon  and  fubftitute  ?  —  And 
our  own  experience  as  well  as  that  of  others,  how 
little  will  they  allow  us  to  doubt  of  the  neceflity  and 
felicity  of  a  virtuous  and  godly  carriage,  of  the  in* 
famy  and  mifery  of  a  vicious  courfe  of  life !  —  No^ 
think  not  to  exculpate  thyfelf,  o  man,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  diflinguiihing  right  from  wrong, 
good  from  bad,  when  thou  art  ading  unjuftly,  rejed* 
ing  the  good  and  chufing  the  bad !  Confult  only 
thy  own  heart,  a(k  only  thy  confcience,  they  will 
tell  thee  in  moll  cafes  no  lefs  quickly  than  furely^ 
what  thou  haft  to  do  or  not  to  do«     Plead  not,  o 

chriflian^ 
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chri  ftian,  the  difficulty  of  knowing  the  will  of  God 
and  of  not  miftaking  the  path  of  virtue,  when  thou 
tranfgreiTefl:  the  one  and  ttimeft  afide  from  the  other* 
The  chriftian  the  lead  of  all  mankind  can  be  in 
want  of  this  knowledge.  When  he  fins,  he  fins 
againft  his  better  knowledge  aCnd  his  conlbience^  If 
he  fall,  he  falls  not  in  the  dark,  on  an  unknown, 
darkfonle  road,  but  in  the  effulgence  of  a  brilliant 
light,  on  a  plain  and  even  path. 

In  order  fimher  that  ain  affair^  a  btfinefs,  an 
enterprife  may  prove  eafy  to  us,  it  fhould  be  propor- 
tionate to  our  abiUties«  We  fhould  have  no  appre- 
henfion  of  finking  under  the  weight  of  it,  or  after 
repeated  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  not  being  able  to 
bring  it  to  effeft;  We  muft  be  able  to  do  that  which 
we  have  to'  do*  And  does  not  the  accomplifhment 
of  our  duty,  the  observance  of  the  divine  command* 
ments  belong  to  this  clafs  of  things  ?  Would  then 
God  have  required  it  of  us,  if  we  were  deficient  ia 
the  abilities  necefiary  for  it  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  he,  the  All-wife,  would  propofe  to  attain  ends, 
to  the  attainment  whereof  the  competent  means  were 
not  provided  ?  Would  he,  the  All-gracious,  re- 
quire impoflibilities  of  us,  and  then  call  us  to  ac- 
count and  punifh  us,  for  not  having  done  that 
which  we  could  not  do  ?  Would  tl\en  the  Juft,  the 
Holy-one,  the  judge  of  the  world,  propofe  to  gather 
where  he  had  not  ftrewn,  or  to  reap  where  he  had 
not  fown  ?  No,  as  furely  as  God  has  given  us  laws 
and  annexed  penalties  to  the  tranfgreffion  of  them^ 
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fo  furely  muft  we  be  able  to  keep  them  ;  as  furdy  as 
he  requires  of  us  virtue  and  piety,  fo  furdy  muft  wc 
be  capable  of  them.  —  And  will  experience  allow 
us  to  doubt  of  it  ?    Have  there  ever  been  perfons, 
who  have  revered  the  divine  commandments  with 
willing  and  conflant  obedience,  and  are  there  not  at 
prefent  perfons  who  do  fo  ;  have  there  ever  been 
perfons,  who  were  virtuous  and  pious  with  their 
whole  heart,  and  are  there  not  now  perfons,  who 
really  are  fo :  then  mufl  the  obfervance  of  the  di- 
vine commandments,  then  muft  virtue  and  piety 
not  tranfcend  the  powers  of  man,  then  muft  they 
be  likewife  not  beyond  ours,  who  are  men  like 
others,  who  are  chriftians  and  in  that  quality  are 
favoured  with  renovated,  fuperior  energies  to  good« 
nefs  !     And  what  a  cloud  of  witnefles,  what  fluning 
patterns  of  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  do  not  the 
writings  of  both  the  old  and  new  teftaments  prefent 
ft>  our  ^aew !     What  noble  fentiments,  what  grand 
achievements,  what  refplendent  virtues  has  not  the 
hiftory  of  all  ages  and  nations  to  the  honour  of  hu- 
man nature  and  in  proof  of  their  abilities  handed 
down  to  immortality !  —  And  we  ourfelves,  my 
dear  friends,  may  we  not  alfo  know  among  us,  per- 
fons who  govern  themfelves  in  all  points  by  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  divine  commandments,  who  are  entirely 
devoted  to  virtue  and  piety,  and  who  are  men  like 
us,  neither  ftronger  nor  weaker  than  we  are  ?  And 
we  ourfelves,  my  dear  friends,  have  not  we  fre- 
quently fulfilled  our  duty  ?    Have  not  we  often 
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laid  ourfelves  under  conftraint  7    Have  not  we  from 
obedience  to  God  done  or  omitted  many  things, 
which  otfaerwife  we  ihould  qot  have  done  or  omit- 
ted ?  If  that  has  at  one  time  been  poiTible  and  eafy, 
wherefore  (hould  it  prove  impoffible  and  difficult  at 
another?    If  we  have  been  able  to  do  it  once, 
wherefore  ihould  we  not  likewife  be  able  to  do  it 
s^ain  ?    Oh  what  are  we  not  all  capable  and  de>- 
firous  of  undertaking)  of  rifking,  of  affording  when 
any  particular  truth  of  religion  has  effedually  found 
its  way  to  our  hearts,  when  we  are  alarmed  at  fome 
ftrange  acddent,  when  we  have  juft  efcaped  fome  im<> 
minent  danger,  when  we  are  unexpededly  recovered 
from  fome  mortal  difeafe,  when  we  have  experienced 
fome  ftriking  inftances  of  the  complacency  or  of  the 
difpleafure  of  heaven  !    What  commandment,  what 
injundion  of  the  Almighty  then  appears  to  us  too 
difficult  or  above  our  ability  to  comply  with  ?    This 
at  leaft  (hews,  that  the  obfervance  of  them  is  in  itfelf 
poffible  and  in  fome  cafes  eafy.     There  are  it  is  true 
particular  circumftances,  that  on   fuch  occafions 
fumifh  us  with  thofe  motives,  that  refolution  and 
that  ability  to  goodnefs.     But  are  we  not  alone  to 
blame,  if  we  know  not  how  to  fupply  the  want  of 
thefe  drcumftances  ?    Are  not  the  dodrines  of  re- 
ligion at  all  times  divine  wifdom  and  divine  power  I 
May  we  not  as  frequently  and  as  eameftly  be  occu- 
pied in  them  as  we  pleafe  ?     Are  we  not  always  fur* 
rounded  by  innumerable  affeding  inftances  of  the 
divine  bounty  ?    Do  we  not  conilantly  enjoy  num« 
•  12  berleft 
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berlefs  unmerited  benefits  ?  Are  we  not  always  ta 
danger  of  death  ?  Are  we  not  always  liable  to  a  * 
variety  of  difaftrous  accidents  ?  —  Nay,  feek  not  to 
e^xculpate  thyfelf  by  any  defed  of  thy  faculties,  o 
man,  when  thou  declined  the  obfervance  of  the  di« 
vine  commandments.  Thou  wouldft  thus  arraign 
the  righteous  lawgiver  of  injuftice,  the  moft  gracious 
being  of  inhuman  feverity  and  palpably  contradid 
both  thy  own  experience  and  the  experience  of  my^ 
riads  of  perfons  befides.  No,  employ  thy  capad« 
ties,  exercife  thy  faculties,  (Irengthen  them  by  prac- 
tice, do  heartily  and  faithfully  what  thou  canft,  and 
thou  wilt  be  ever  able  to  do  more,  and  never  have 
caufe  to  complain  of  the  want  of  the  neceflary  abi^ 
lities. 

An  affair,  a  bufinefs,  an  undertaking  is  thirdfy 
eafy  to  us,  when  we  have  numerous  and  ftrong  mo- 
tives to  it,  and  the  flronger  and  more  various  thefe 
motives  are,  the  eafier  mud  it  be  to  us.  <*--  What  is 
there  that  we  cannot  accomplilh,  what  obdacles  that 
we  cannot  furmount,  what  difficulties  that  we  can- 
not conquer,  what  dangers  not  contend  with  and 
vanquiih,  when  impelled  by  neceffity,  when  ani- 
mated by  affedion  and  gratitude,  when  inflamed  by 
ambition,  when  actuated  by  the  hopes  of  fome  great 
advantage,  when  menaced  by  poverty  and  diftrefs ! 
To  what  reflraints  can  we  not  fubmit,  what  paflion 
fo  violent  that  we  cannot  controul,  what  manners  fo 
repugnant  to  our  tempers  that  we  cannot  afliime, 
when  in  the  prefence  of  fome  perfon  of  high  rank, 
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fome  potentate,  or  when  in  company  with  people 
^om  we  honour  and  efteem,  and  whofe  difappro- 
bation  and  cenibre  we  (hould  be  fony  to  mcur! 
And  which  of  thefe  motives  to  human  aftion  is  not 
operated  on  by  religion  ?  Are  we  not  impelled  by 
duty,  by  gratitude,  by  love,  ambition,  hope,'  fear 
with  combined  efforts  to  the  obfervance  of  the  di-* 
vine  commandments  ?-«*  God  is  our  creator,  our 
foverdgn,  our  judge :  on  him  we  entirely  depend : 
by  him  are  regulated  and  governed  all  the  events  of 
our  lives :  in  his  hand  are  life  and  death,  happinefe 
aadmifery.  He  commands  and  we  are  to  obey. 
From  his  power,  nothing  not  even  death  can  fcreen 
us ;  from  his  chaftifement,  nothing,  not  even  the 
grave  can  proted:  us ;  his  difpleafure  is  attended  by' 
mifery  and  ruin  both  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  fu- 
ture world.  And  the  laws  of  fuch  a  God,  the  laws 
of  the  Almighty,  (hall  we  wilfully  tranfgrefs  ?  To 
the  difpleafure  of  fuch  a  God,  to  the  difpleafure  of 
the  Almighty,  fhall  we  expofe  ourfelves  by  obftinate 
difobedience !  — « — God  fills  heaven  and  earth  with 
his  prefence :  he  is  nowhere  far  from  us :  no  dark- 
nefs  can  conceal  us  from  him :  he  is  the  infallible 
witnefs  of  all  that  we  think,  intend  and  do :  he  be- 
holds, he  knows,  he  judges  everything,  as  it  is  in 
deed  and  in  truth,  and  ,no  femblance  can  deceive 
him.  And  fhall  we  not  be  awed  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Omnifdent  ?  In  the  prefence  of  the  Omnifdent 
fhall  we  deliberately  do  anything  evil  or  negled  any 
^^g  good  ?    Shall  the  fentiment  of  his  prefetice 
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allow  US  ever  to  plead  the  want  of  motive  and  al» 
Kty  for  duty  and  virtue  ?  —  —  God  is  our  fupreme 
benefador :  he  is  elTential   love.     From   love  he 
brought  us  into  being  and  endowed  us  with  fo  many 
gifts,  beftowed  on  us  fuch  various  fatisfadions,  fo 
many  joys  of  life.    From  love  he  bears  with  us,  has 
pity  on  us,  provides  for  us,  refrefhes  us  with  all 
kinds  of  fpiritual  and  corporeal  bleflings.    From 
love  he  fent  to  us  his  fon  from  heaven,  gave  him  up 
to  death  for  us,  by  him  proclaimed  to  us  grace, 
pardon,  felicity,  prefented  us  by  him  with  light, 
confolation,  hope,  aflurance  and  all  the  requifites  Co 
our  improvement,  to  our  pacification,  to  our  pre* 
fent  and  future  happinefs.     And  (hall  we  not  love 
with  our  whole  hearts,  we  who  are  daily  and  hourly 
enjoying  his  bounties,  the  effects  of  his  love,  this 
benefaftor,  this  affedionate  deity?     Shall  we  not 
willingly  and  joyfully  obey  him  from  gratitude  and 
love  ?  —  —  His  fon,  his  vicegerent  Jefus,  fo  deeply 
abafed  himfelf  for  our  befl  interefls,  did,  facrificed, 
fufiered  fo  much,   fo  infinitely  much  for  us,  died 
for  us  upon  the  crofs,  lives  for  us  in  heaven,  and 
ihall  we  refufe  to  do  his  will,  the  will  of  die  God 
and  father  both  of  him  and  of  us  ?    And  (hall  not 
affeftion  for  him,  our  deliverer,  incite  us  cheerfully 
to  renounce  and  abandon  whatever  is  difpleafing  to 
him,  and  cheerfully  to  do  and  to  fuflfer,  whatever 
may  render  us  capable  and  worthy  of  his  compla^ 
cency  ?  —  — r  The  commandments  of  God  are  at 
the  Uxne  time  juft  and  righteous  altogether,  all 
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tending  to  the  promotion  of  our  perfe£Hon  and 
hs^pinefs.  The  faithful  obfervance  of  them  brings 
with  it  glory  and  honour,  procures  us  fatis&£tion 
and  joy.  The  deliberate  tranfgreflion  t)f  them 
plunges  us  into  difgrace  and  mifery.  And  the  Al- 
mighty is  our  judge,  the  rewarder  of  the  good 
and  of  the  evil.  Rewards  and  punifhments  await 
us  in  eternity.  Our  prefent  conduft  is  clofely  con- 
catenated with  our  future  deftinies.  Whatever  a 
man  here  fows,  that  fliall  he  there  reap.  What  at-* 
guments  for  obedience !  What  inducements  to  the 
obfervance  of  the  divine  commandments!  How 
€afy  muft  it  be  to  M,  if  we  expand  our  hearts  to 
thefe  arguments,  to  thefe  inducements  and  do  not 
refift  their  force. 

A  fourth  circumftance,  my  devout  hearers,  that 
alleviates  an  aSair,  a  bufmefs,  an  undertaking  to  us, 
is,  if  we  may  reafonably  promife  ourfelves  affiilance 
and  relief  againft  eventual  obftacles  and  difficulties, 
or  under  the  fenfe  of  abated  ftrength.  And  this 
likewife  is  the  cafe  in  the  obfervance  of  the  divine 
commandments ;  this  likewife  is  capable  of  render- 
ing  it  eafy  to  us.  Are  we  ferioufly  determined  to 
lead  a  virtuous  and  godly  life ;  we  can  never  but  by 
6ur  own  fault  be  deficient  in  affiftance  and  fupport. 
We  find  this  afiiflance  among  mankind,  we  find  it 
with  God,  we  find  it  in  many  external  drcumflan- 
ces  and  reftcH^tives*  Affifbmce  among  mankind. 
Are  there  not  wife,  good  perfons,  are  there  not  de<* 
vottt  chriftians,  who  are  £uther  advanced  m  know- 
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ledge  and  virtue  than  we  are,  aad  who  are  ready  tft 
advife,  ready  to  ailift,  their  weaker  brethren,  ready 
to  encourage  them,  ready  to  communicate  to  them 
their  greater  fagaqty  and  abilities  and  to  fupport 
them  in  various  ways  in  their  exertions  after  chrifti- 
an  perfection  ?-  How  eafily  are  good,  piou9  fentir 
ments  communicated !  How  eafily  one  heart  rouzes, 
animates,  inQames  another  !  And  how  extenfively 
and  powerfully  does  the  example  of  the  virtuous 
operate !  How  improflively  does  their  prefence  or 
their  memory  a£t  upon  us !  Wherefore  then  do 
we  ndl  feek  out  fuch  good  perfons,  fuch  chriftians  ? 
Why  do  we  not  form  more  intimate  attachments 
with  them  ?  Why  do  we  not  prefer  their  conver« 
fation  and  their  company  to  the  converfadon  and 
the  company  of  the  wielded  or  the  thoughtlels  ? 
Why  do  we  not  borrow  light  and  intelledual  ener-; 
gies  frem  them  ?  Are  not  we  alone  to  blame  if  we 
are  deftitute  of  their  af&ftance,  and  ought  we  to  be 
furprifed  if  among  cold,  infenfible  perfons  we  be* 
come  infenfible  alfo,  that  our  ardour  in  goodnefe  is 
fo  foon  extinguiflied,  and  if  inftead  of  the  affiftance 
yre  are  in  want  of,  yfe  find  on  all  fides  obftacles  and 
opppfition?  —  And  the.  affiftance  qf  God?  How 
expreisly  are  we  promifed  it  by  Jefus !  *'  A(k,** 
fays  he,  "  and  ye  (hall  receive,  feek,  and  ye  fhaU 
find,  knock,  and  it  fhall  be  opened  unto  you.  If 
ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  'good  gifts 
unto  your  children,  how  much  more  fhall  your  hea« 
venly  father  give  tjti^  holy  fpirit  to  them  that  afk 
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him  ?**  —  ^'  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom^  let  him  alli; 
of  Gody^who  giveth  to  ail  men  liberally,  and  up? 
braideth  not ;  and  it  (hall  be  given  him/'  And 
what  a  powerful  aififtance  is  this !  ^^  If  God  be 
for  us,  who  fhall  be  againft  us  ?"  ^^  His  (Irength 
is  made  perfefk  in  weaknefs."  We  can  overcome, 
we  can  do  all  things  through.  Chrift  who  flrength- 
eneth  i|s.  <— r  What  afEftance  lailly  do  not  outward 
circumftances  and  refources  offer  us  to  virtue  and 
godUnefsi  How  much  n^iy  not  fometimes  the 
reading  q{  a  truly  e:i^cellent  book,  how  much  the 
keeping  away  from  particular  fodeties,  perfons,  en- 
gagements, how  much  a  fliorter  or  longer  refidence 
in  the  country,  or  a  temporary  filepge  and  retire- 
ment, )^w  greatly  may  not  all  this  contribute  to 
reftore  ferenity  to  our  mind,  to^  open  our  heart  to 
the  influence.ofthedo£)jines  of  wifdomand  religion^ 
infpir^  ws  with  new  fpiritual  life,  enable  us  to  get 
the  better  of  fome  violent  paflion,  heighten  our  tafte 
for  purest  nobler  delights,  for  national  exercifes  of 
devotion,  and  therefore  alleviate  our  progrefs  on 
the  path  of  duty  ^d  virtue  !  How  do  we  a£t  when 
our  bodily  ftrength  is  e^haufted^  when  we  are  in 
want  of  recreation  and  refrefhment  ?  Do  we  conti- 
nue to  proceed  in  the  ufual  round  of  wearifome  occu- 
pations, of  tumultuous  pleafures  and  diverfions,  of 
coerdon  and  reilraint  ?  Do  we  not  feek  more  red^ 
quiet,  retirement,  gentler  amufements,  more  liberty, 
more  felf-iatisfadion?  Why  do  we  not  a£t  in  like  man- 
ner when  our  mind  becomes  drowfy,  when  we  are 
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beginning  to  grow  languid  in  goodnefs,  when  our 
fpiritual  energies  are  relaxed  and  the  obfervance  of 
the  divine  commandments  feems  grievous?  Are 
we  not  alone  to  blame  if  we  ncgle&  to  facilitate  k 
by  the  ufe  of  thefe  means  ? 

An  a&ir  is  fifthly  eafy  to  us,  my  devout  audi- 
ence,  when  we  can  furvey  it  without  much  trouble 
in  all  its  parts  and  conned  them  together ;  if  it  is 
not  of  fo  complicated  and  intricate  a  nature^  that  we 
muft  be  in  continual  apprehenfion^  of  falling  into 
miftakes  on  one  fide  or  other ;  if  we  meet  with  no 
incongruities,  have  no  clafhing  interefb  and  views  to 
combine  in  it.  This  it  is  that  commonly  renders  dke 
life  of  the  man,  who  is  addi&ed  to  vile  unruly  paf« 
fions,  the  feverefl  bondage.  Their  demands,  their 
interefls,  their  views  are  contradiftory :  they  are 
Tery  apt  to  fall  out  among  one  another.  While  thdr 
vaflal  is  gratifying  one,  another  flarts  up,  and  he 
can  never  either  appeafe  their  ravenous  cravings  or 
iatisfy  himfelf.  This  it  is  likewife  that  very  crfiten 
renders  the  fervice  of  mankind  extremely  grievou& 
Their  difpofitions,  their  opinions,  their  views,  are 
variable,  their  orders  are  not  always  confiftent.  Ca* 
price,  conceit,  accidental,  tranfitory  inclinations  are 
too  frequently  fubdituted  for  fettled  principles,  and 
even  thefe  are  not  always  the  fame.  No  wonder,  if 
with  the  beft  intentions,  with  the  utmoft  zeal  to 
oblige,  we  cannot  give  fatisfaftion,  and  are  often 
puzzled  how  to  a£t,  that  we  may  not  give  offence. 
^—  In  the  obedience  that  we  owe  to  God,  my  pious 
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bearars,  in  the  obfervance  of  his  commandments, 
none  of  thefe  difficulties  are  found.  Here  is  no 
variance,  no  inconfiftency :  here  all  is  fixed,  regu« 
lar  and  harmonious.  Here  we  have  no  need  to  be 
afraid  of  defeating  our  aims  on  one  hand,  while  we 
are  diligently  purfuing  them  on  the  other.  .  Here  w^ 
have  not  to  do  with  a  mafter,  who  is  inclined  one 
way  to*day  and  another  to-morrow,  iflues  orders  to* 
day,  and  by  other  orders  to-morrow  renders  their 
execution  impoifible.  His  will  is  always  the  fame, 
his  views  are  always  alike.  His  laws  are  no  lefs 
iimple  than  unalterable  and  irrevocable.  The  love 
of  God  and  man  is  the  fum  total,  the  whole  con- 
tents of  his  commandments,  and  both  are  eflentially 
the  lame:  complacency  in  whatever  is  beautiful 
and  good,  delight  in  perfe6bion  and  happinefs,  and 
pleafure  and  zeal  in  promoting  them  as  &r  as  our 
abilities  will  allow.  Yes,  to  ferve  God,  and  to  ferve 
mankind,  to  love  God  and  to  love  mankind,  is  in 
reality  one  and  the  fame,  the  fource  and  motive  of 
every  duty,  of  every  virtue,  of  every  generous  fenti- 
ment  and  adion.  Open  all  the  avenues  of  thy  heart 
to  this  love,  o  man,  fubmit  to  be  thoroughly  per- 
vaded with  its  fervour,  and  nothing  will  beeafierto 
thee,  nothing  more  agreeable  than  to  revere  and 
adore  the  God  whom  thou  loveft,  to  (land  in  filial 
awe  of  him,  to  pay  him  a  ready  obedience,  to  truft 
him  in  full  aflurance,  to  fubmit  to  him  entirely  and 
to  be  fatisfied  in  all  his  difpenfations.  Expand  thy 
heart  to  this  love  and  nothing  will  be  eafier,  nothing 
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more  agreeable  to  thee,  than  to  honour  and  efteem 
tb/^  perlbns  whom  thou  loveft,  to  ferve  and  affift 
tfjem,  to  aft  juftly,  reafonably,  kindty,  generoufly 
towards  them,  to  pity  them,  to  be  patient  and  in* 
dulgent  with  them,  to  take  a  cordial  intereft  in  their 
forrows  shd  in  their  joy»^  and  to  provide  for  their 
welfare  as  for  thy  own.  Only  when  thou  ihutteft  up 
thy  heart  againd  this  love,  that  is,  when  thou  neg« 
lefteft  the  firft,  the  grealeft,  the  chief  command* 
ment :  only  tl>en  can  the  accompliihment  of  thy 
duty,  obedience  towards  God,  only  then  can  virtve 
and  godlinefs  prove  grievous  to  theew  And  what  is 
more  natural  to  man,  what  is  more  delightful  to 
him  than  love  ?  And  to  whom  but  himfelf  can  he 
impute  the  want  of  it,  and  therefore  the  want  of  all 
fatisfaftion  and  energy  in  goodnefs  ? 

An  aSair  is  fixthly  eafy,  my  pious  hearers,  when 
there  is  not  only  no  incongruity  in  k,  when  it  is  not 
only  in  general  confident,  but  when  fikeuife  all  the 
parts  of  it  are  fo  connefted  together,  that  they  mu- 
tually fupport,  advance,  confirm,  embellifti  one  ano- 
ther,  that  in  the  caFe  and  diligence  we  beftow  upon 
It,  we  take  no  ftep  in  vain^  but  approach  the  obje£fe 
by  every  one.  And  is  it  not  thus  with  the  obfer« 
vance  of  the  divine  commandments,  with  chriftian 
virtue  and  piety !  Which  of  God's  commandment9 
is  not  a  fupport,  incentive,  afliftance  to  fome  other  i 
Which  canft  thou  keep,  from  duty  and  obedience^ 
truly  and  really  keep,  without  alleviating  to  thyfelf 
thereby  the  obfervance  of  the  reft  ?     Which  of  the 
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« 

chnftian  ^itu^  is  fo  detached  from  the  others^  Aib« 
flftis  fo  entirely  alone,  as  not  to  need  the  influence 
and  the  concurrence  of  the  reft,  and  in  return  not 
to  lend  them  vitality  and  force  ?  How  amicably 
;^e  they  not  all  abforbed  in  one  another  ?  What 
faithful  and  infeparable  companions  they  are!  Which 
can  we  pr2i£tifej  without  at  the  fame  time  rendering 
ourfelves  more  willing  and  dextrous  in  the  pradice 
cjf  the  reft  f  Are  they  not  all  in  tfluon  ?  Do  they 
not  all  lead  hand  in  hand  to  perfe£Hon,  to  happinefs  ? 
Haft  thou  ever,  my  chriftian  brother,  haft  thou  ever 
attended  the  public  worfliip,  engaged  in  prayer,  or 
cither  exercifes  of  devotion  with  underftanding  and 
fentiment,  without  feeling  thyfelf  enlivened  and  in«* 
vigorated  to  the  feveral  duties  of  juftice,  of  philan- 
thropy, of  fidelity  in  thy  ftation  and  calling  ?  Haft 
thou  ever  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  beneficence,  of  ge- 
nerous, chriftian  beneficence,  without  feeling  ftronger 
emotions  of  love  for  that  God,  who  has  made  thee  ca- 
pable of  it,  and  granted  thee  this  pleafure  to  enjoy  ? 
Haft  thou  ever  got  the  maftery  of  thyfelf,  haft  thou 
ever  with  an  honeft  and  truly  chriftian  heart  facrifi- 
ced  any  thing  to  thy  brethren  or  to  the  general  wel- 
fare, without  moie  energetically  feeling  the  noble- 
nefs,  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  and  encountering 
all  the  difBculties  of  fimilar  or  other  cafes  with  reno- 
vated courage  i  Haft  thou  ever  willingly  and  faith- 
fully -  fulfilled  thy  duty,  without  thence  acquiring 
frefhdefire  and  ability  for  thefulfilment  of  every  other 
duty  ?  Do  not  therefore  all  the  divine  command- 
ments. 
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ments^  all  the  duties,  all  the  virtues  mutually  fup* 
port  and  advance  each  other  ?  Canft  thou  therefore 
on  the  path  of  chriflian  re£litude  ever  make  one  ftep 
in  vain  ?  Does  not  every  one  bring  thee  nearer  to 
the  goal  ?  Muft  not  every  one  make  thy  progrefii 
on  that  path  more  eafy  to  thee  ?  But  the  more  cer* 
tain  the  confequences,  the  greater  and  more  s^pa^ 
rent  the  utility  of  any  occupation,  the  more  eafy 
mufl:  it  always  prove  to  us.  We  can  never  eameftly 
labour  ^X  our  correction  and  amendment  without 
fuccefs,  we  can  never  be  diligent  in  the  pradke  of 
virtue  and  piety  without  the  greatefl:  advantages 
both  in  variety  and  in  degree  ;  and  the  longer  we 
pradife  the  one  and  the  other,  the  more  delightful  is 
the  confequence,  th^^  richer  and  greater  the  benefit 
we  reap  from  it. 

No,  contemplating  the  matter  on  whatever  fide 
we  will,  in  itfelf  it  is  not  difficult,  it  is  eafy,  it  is  ta 
the  intelligent,  to  the  good  man  a  real  fiitisfadion^ 
to  keep  the  divine  commandments,  to  lead  a  virtuous 
and  godly  life*  We  can  never,  but  by  our  owa 
fault,  be  deficient  either  in  knowledge,  or  in  ability^ 
or  in  motives,  or  in  aflidance  and  refources  to  that 
purpofe,  we  may  eafily  take  a  view  of  the  whole  bu- 
finefs'}  it  is  confiftent  in  all  its  parts ;  all  of  them  re* 
dprocally  fupport  and  advance  each  other.  Does  it 
notwitbftanding  flill  feem  grievous  to  thee,  o  man» 
to  do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right ;  doit  thou  not- 
witbftanding deem  the  divine  conmiandments  a  heavy 
yoke  and  an  oppreifive  burden :  it  is  then  thine  owqi 
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hultj  by  thy  erroneous  conduct  thou  makeft  that  biur« 
denfome  which  in  itfelf  is  really  light*  Indeed,  if  thou 
wouldft  be  virtuous  and  devout^  and  yet  wilt  not  ufe 
the  means  for  becoming  fo,  wilt  not  be  vigilant  over 
thyfelf,  wilt  (Hll  avoid  filent  refle&ion,  and  li^e  in 
condnual  difEpation ;  indeed  if  thou  arbitrarily  fepa- 
ratelt  one  virtue  from  another,  if  thou  wilt  keep  one 
commandment  and  tranfgrefs  another,  if  thou  re- 
folveft  to-day  to  obey  the  will  of  God  and  tomorrow 
the  cravings  of  fenfuality,  or  the  commands  of  the 
world ;  indeed,  if  thou  facrifice  thy  beit  years  and 
abilities  to  the  fervice  of  vanity  and  fin,  if  thou  fub- 
mit  to  be  manacled  and  deprived  of  thy  liberty  by 
vice^  and  think  it  time  enough  to  become  virtuous 
.  and  godly  when  thou  art  defcending  into  the  vale  of 
years,  with  declining  faculties,  in  the  mod  unfavour<^ 
able  circumftances :  yes,  then  it  mu(t  aiTuredly  be 
difficult,  then  it  will  perhaps  be  impofTible  for  thee 
to  do  it.  But  is  not  that  thy  own  fault  ?  Are  thefe 
difficulties  implicated  in  the  thing  itfelf  ?  Proceed 
they  not  entirely  from  thy  erroneous  and  criminal 
condud  ?  Wherefore,  my  dear  friends,  let  me  ex- 
hort you  never  to  put  afunder,  what  God,  what  the 
nature  of  things,  have  fo  indiSblubly  joined  together* 
Require  not'  to  attain  the  end,  without  the  ufe  of  all 
the  proper  means.  Flatter  not  yourfelves  with  the 
fond  conceit,  that  you  will  reach  the  prize,  unlefs 
you  refblutely  walk  the  way  that  leads  to  it.  That 
the  obfervance  of  the  divine  commandments  may  be 
eafy  to  you,  obferve  them  truly,  obferve  them  all, 
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obferve  them  with  unremitted  afliduity  and  conftant 
ciare.    And  ye  who  are  yet  in  the  bloom  of  life,  ia 
the  full  vigour  of  your  faculties,  are  ftill  in  pod 
feiEon  of  your  native  liberty  and  courage,  oh  neglefi; 
Hot  to  pi^t  by  thefe  propitious  circumftances,  de« 
vote  yourfelves  betimes  and  entirely  to  virtue  and 
piety^  learn  to  keep  the  commandmentif  of  God,  ere 
ye  are  intangled  in  the  fhares  of  fin  and  vice,  enter 
the  path  of  chriftian  integrity,  ere  ye  have  fatigued 
and  debilitated  yourfelves  in  the  mazes  of  folly  and 
ihe  devious  turnings  of  iniquity.     How  eafy,  how 
agreeable  will  it  then  be  to  you,  to  walk  that  path, 
how  much  fanher  will  ye  proceed  on  it,  to  whax,  be-* 
Befits  and  felicities  will  it  condu£b  you  both  in  the 
prefent  and  in  the  future  world  !    Yes,  to  you  the 
ways  of  virtue  will  indeed  be  ways  of  pleafantnefs^ 
and  all  her  paths  be  happinefs  and  peace. 
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SERMON.    XXXIX. 

To  wbom^  and  in  what  refpeiis^  the  Obfervance  oftbi 
divine  Commandments  is  andfeems  grievous. 


/^^  OD,  thou  art  righteous,  thou  art  effential  benig- 
^^  nity  and  love ;  but  we  have  often  reafon  to  be 
confounded  before  thee.  Thou  leaved  us  in  no  want 
of  any  thing,  that  can  give  us  pleafure  and  ability  in 
goodnefs,  that  can  alleviate  the  difcharge  of  our 
duty,  the  obfervance  of  thy  commandments,  that 
can  aflifl:  and  impel  us  in  our  efforts  after  perfection 
and  happinefs.  Nature  and  religion,  internal  ener- 
gies and  external  refourcesj  our  own  exp^enee 
and  that  of  others  combine  together  for  rendering 
that  occupation  eafy  and  pleafant  to  us.  And  yet 
we  fo  frequently  complain  of  the  obftacles  and  diffi- 
culties that  we  meet  with  in  it !  And  yet  we  pro- 
ceed fo  tardily  on  the  road  of  duty  and  virtue^  d^ 
viate  fo  often  from  it,  and  fo  often  lofe  fight  of  the 
glorious  prize  to  which  it  leads !  O  God,  how  un- 
worthy do  we  thus  render  ourfelves  of  the  capacities, 
the  abilities,  the  fuperior  endowments,  which  as  thy 
children,  as  chridians,  thou  haft  vouchfafed  us  I 
How  unworthy  of  the  glory  and  feliqity  to  which 
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thou  haft  called  us !   Who  ought  to  fear  thee,  to  love 
thee,  to  obey  thee,  who  ihould  make  it  his  fupreme 
delight  to  be  juft  and  beneficent,  who  fhould  ftrive 
with  unabated  ardour  after  ever  purer  virtue  and  de- 
votion, if  we  fhould  not,  whom  thou  haft  fo  highly 
fevoured,  on  whom  thou  haft  beftowed  fo  much  light, 
fo  much  ability,  fo  many  encouragements  and  incen« 
fives  to  it !   And  in  what  manner  can  we  attempt  to 
excufe  ourfelves,  how  efcape  the  moft  condign  and 
heavy  punifhment,  if  we  prize  not  thefe  privileges 
and  employ  them  not  with  the  utmoft  fidelity !  No, 
thee  whom  we  know  as  the  moft  gracious  father, 
thee  we  alfo  revere  as  the  moft  righteous  judge,  and 
if  thy  grace,  thy  favour  is  our  life,  our  perfed  ha^ 
pinefs,  thy  difpleafure  is  death  and  dcftrudtion  to  u& 
Kb,  nothing  can  abfolve  us  from  obedience  to  thy 
commandments,  nothing  juftify  our  complaints  of  the 
difficulty  of  their  obfbrvance.  Oh  may  we  then  more 
and  more  clearly  perceive  this  truth,  more  firmly 
believe  it,  and  henceforth  pay  thee,  not  a  divided, 
not  a  conftrained  and  fervile,  but  an  unbounded, 
wilUng,  cheerful,  childlike  obedience !    Blefs  then, 
moft  merciful  father,  blefs  to  the  promotion  of  thefe 
defigns  our  refledions  on  the  do£hines  of  religion 
which  are  now  to  employ  us.  Let  them  diffipate  our 
prejudices  and  errors,  and  infjnre  us  with  frefh  ap* 
petence  and  courage  for  the  leading  of  a  truly  virtu* 
ous  and  godly  life.  For  thefe  mercies  we  pray  thee, 
as  the  votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  and  addrefs  thee  &r* 
ther  in  his  holy  name,  who  upon  the  crofs  perfeded 
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the  charader  of  obedience,  and  finifhed  the  pattem- 
of  univerfal  goodnefs,  for  the  world  to  ftudj,  to 
imitate  and  to  admire.     Our  father,  &c. 

I  JOHN  V.  3. 
His  commandments  are  not  grievous. 

TN  one  of  my  former  difcourfes,  my  devout  heafersj^ 
I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  fliew  you  the  poffibility 
and  facility  of  keeping  the  divine  commandments, 
or  of  a  virtuous  and  religious  life.  Or,  in  other 
words,  we  inquired  what  it  is  that  properly  renders 
an  affair,  a  bufinefs,  an  undertaking  eafy  to  us,  and 
difcovered  that  it  all  has  place  in  regard  to  the  obe- 
dience which  God  requires  of  us,  in  regard  to  virtue 
and  piety.  We  clearly  faw,  that  except  by  our  own 
fault,  we  cannot  be  deficient  either  in  a  plain  and 
certain  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God  and  our  duty, 
or  in  the  neceiTary  abilities  for  the  accompliihment 
thereof.  We  have  the  moil  various  and  cogent 
motives  thereto,  and  in  any  eventual  obftacles  and 
difficulties,  and  under  the  fenfe  of  our  own  infirmity, 
we  may  promife  ourfelves  affiftance  from  mankind, 
afllftance  from  the  Almighty,  affiftance  from  a  variety 
of  external  obje£ls.  We  may  befideS  furvey  at  once, 
without  much  trouble,  all  the  divine  command- 
ments, whatever  relates  to  virtue  and  piety,  as  they 
all  fubfift  in  the  moft  beautiful  order  and  harmony. 
One  commandment,  one  duty,  one  virtue  conftantly 
lupports,  advances,  alleviates  to  us  the  refh    From 
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all  which  we  juftly  inferred,  that  the  obfervance  of 
the  divine  commandments,  that  a  virtuous  and  godly 
life  in  itfelf  is  not  difficult,  that  tb  the  intelligent  and 
good  man  it  muft  be  eafy  and  agreeable.  This  pro* 
pofition  however,  certain  and  undeniable  as  it  is, 
feems  to  be.  at  variance,  not  only  with  fome  paflages 
of  holy  writ,  where  the  way  of  virtue  is  reprefented 
as  toflfome,  but  alfo  with  the  experience  of  fudb 
numbers  of  people  who  pretend  it  to  be  extremely 
difficult,  and  complain  of  it  accordingly.  Thefe  dit 
ficulties,  my  devout  audience,  I  mean  to  encounter 
in  my  prefent  difcourfe,  and  thereby  confirm  you  in 
the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  apoftolical  decia* 
ration  in  our  text :  his  commandments  are  not 
grievous.  To  this  end,  let  us  in  the  firfl  place  fee, 
in  what  cafes  and  in  what  refpefts  the  obfervance  of 
the  divine  commandments,  or  a  virtuous  and  godly 
fife  may  be  confidered  as  grievous ;  and  then  ex- 
amine fome  of  the  objedtions,  that  are  alleged  againft 
the  pofTibility  and  facility  of  fuch  a  life. 

Obferve  firfl,  my  devout  hearers,  that  the  fiicility 
of  a  matter,  bv  no  means  excludes  or  removes  that 
eamefhiefs  and  application  and  exertion  of  the  fa- 
culties which  it  requires  ;  and  no  eameflnefs,  no  ap- 
plication and  exertion  of  our  faculties  is  grievous, 
whenever  an  adequate  motive  is  not  wanting,  and 
we  are  fure  of  fuccefs.  The  obfervance  of  the  di- 
vine commandments  cannot  indeed  be  managed 
without  attention,  without  care.  To  lead  a  virtuous 
and  godly  life  is  certainly  a  grave  concern.     It  is 
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certainly  not  enough »  that  we  know  and  approve 
the  divine  commandments;  and  obferve  fuch  of 
them  as  can  be  moft  reconciled  with  our  appetites 
and  aiFedions,  and  our  prefent  outward  advantages. 
It  is  indeed  not  enough,  that  we  efteem  and  revere 
virtue  and  godlinefs,  that  we  adopt  their  external 
form,  that  we  occafionally  perform  a  virtuous  a£t,  or 
that  we  wi(b,  propofe,  attempt  to  become  truly  vir- 
tuous and  devout.  No,  mere  wifhes,  refolutions,  at- 
tempts are  not  here  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs.  Our 
wifhes  muft  fet  us  to  work,  our  refolutions  muft  be 
executed,  our  attempts  muft  be  profecuted  in  con- 
tinued endeavours,  in  zealous  exertions.  The  good 
that  we  know  and  ^prove,  we  muft  actually  do, 
and  that  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  in  all  circum- 
ftances.  The  virtue  and  godlinels  that  we  efteem 
and  revere  we  muft  really  pra^ife,  we  muft  adopt  as 
our  own,  we  muft  take  for  the  rule  of  our  temper 
and  condud.  And  this  certainly  cannot  be  effe&ed 
without  attention,  without  eameftnefs,  without  the 
due  application  and  exertion  of  our  faculties.  We 
muft  be  fober,  and  watchful  over  all  that  pafles  with^ 
in  and  without  us,  and  may  have  an  influence  on  our 
temper  and  condud,  fometimes  feek  retirement,  fre* 
quently  call  ourfelves  to  account,  exercife  ourfelves 
in  refledion,  not  unneceflarily  expofe  ourfelves  to 
temptation,  and  carefully  employ  all  the  refources 
which  religion  and  our  own  experience  afford  us  for 
our  confirmation  in  goodnefs.  But  is  thereby  the 
obfervance  of  the  divine  commandments,  the  prac* 
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tice  of  Virtue  and  piety,  impoffible  or  grievous  to  us  ? 
Where  is  then  the  good^  the  beautiful,  the  covetaWe 
that  may  be  acquired,  without  any  pains  and  ex* 
crtion,  by  mere  ^rifhing  and  willing  ?  Do  ye  hold 
then  the  affairs  of  your  temporal  vocation  to  be  im« 
poffible  or  grierous,  becaufe  ye  cannot  traniaft  thefti 
without  underftanding  and  confideration,  becaufe  ye 
mufl  ufe  diligence  and  care  in  them,  becaufe  they 
do  not  allow  you  to  pafs  your  days  in  indolence  and 
eafe  ?  Could  ye,  without  continued  attention  to  your* 
felf  and  the  whole  of  your  conduft,  acquire  the  fa- 
vour of  your  patrons,  of  your  fuperiors,  the  efteem 
and  affedtion  of  your  friends,  and  are  you  apt  to  com* 
plain  of  this  difficulty,  if  the  favour  of  thefe  perfons 
is  of  great  confequence  to  you,  if  the  efteem  and  af* 
fe£Hon  of  thefe  friends  are  become  neceflary  to  you  ? 
Do  not  even  the  greater  part  of  the  entertainments 
and  diverfions  which  ye  enjoy,  demand  more  or  Ms 
ferious  preparations,  more  or  lefs  voluntary  reftraintd, 
more  or  left  exertion  of  your  faculties,  and  do  ye 
en  that  account  deem  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  enter- 
tmnments  and  diverfions  to  be  impof&ble,  or  at  leaft 
grieyouB  and  burdenfome  ?  Why  then  cmly  in  re- 
gard to  the  obfervance  of  the  divine  commandments^ 
<mly  in  regard  to  virtue  smd  religion,  fhould  that  be 
called  difficult,  difcouragingly  difficult,  which  catmot 
be  done  without  ferioofnefs  and  attention,  without 
jfome  pains  and  trouble  ?  Oh  if  ye  did  but  confidar 
and  treat  your  moft  important  interefts  as  you  do 
the  }e&  jox^naQt^  ))ow  much  aihamed  would  ye  be 
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of  your  indolence,  how  foon  would  tbofe  pretended 
difficulries  be  put  to  flight ! 

Obferve  fecondly,  my  pious  hearers,  that  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  divine  conunandments,  that  a  virtu- 
ous and  godly  life  cannot  be  equally  eafy  to  every 
one,  and  even  not  to  the  fame  perfon,  at  all  tim^ 
and  in  all  circumftances.    Properly  fpeaking,  any 
thing  is  eafy  or  difficult  only  in  comparifon  with 
fome  other  thing,  or  to  the  perfon  employed  about 
it.      Accordingly,    what  is  heavy  to  one  is  light 
to  another,    what  is  difficult  to  one  is  eafy  to 
another ;  what  one  perfon  0ghs  and  0nks  under  as 
an  oppreffive  burden,  is  carried  by  another  with  hi^ 
head  ered  and  in  a  brifk  pace.  The  cafe  is  the  fame 
with  the  obfervance  of  the  divine  conrniandments, 
with  virtue  and  piety.     Only  compare  the  perfon, 
who  not  till  late  in  life  has  entered  on  the  path  of 
chriftian  reditude,  with  him  who  has  been  walking 
it  from  his  childhood.    How  many  more  rubs,  how 
many  more  difficulties  and  obftacles  on  it  muft  tht 
former  meet  ixdth  than  the  latter !  How  much  more 
flowly  mud  he  ptroceed  on  it  than  the  latter!    The 
former  has  perhaps  c(Hifumed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  follies  and  fins,  has  thus  impaired  his  faculties, 
dimimflied  his  liberty,  fpoilt  his  tafte,  given  his  af» 
fedions  a  wr(mg,  a  perverfe  bias,  ha$  adopted  feveral 
bad  habits,  and  which  are  become  to  Jiin^  as  it  were 
a  fecond  nature.    How  hard  a  matter  muft  it  be  to 
bim  to  controul  himfelf,  to  refcue  himfelf  from  the 
dominion  of  fin  and  of  vice,  to  get  rid  of  his  bad 
babits,  to  do  the  reverfe  of  what  he  has  fo  long  been 
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accuftomed  to  do,  to  give  his  affe^kions  a  ccmtrary 
turn,  to  feek  his  pleafure  and  happinefs  in  oppolitQ 
things,  and  thus  in  a  manner  to  become  a  new  man ! 
Hoi¥  difEcult,  for  inftance,  mud  it  prove  to  him  to 
become  humble  and  meek,  if  he  were  before  a4did<p 
ed  to  anger  and  pride ;  to  ad  difmtereftedly  and 
with  generofity,  if  he  has  been  heretofore  governed 
by  felf-love  and  avarice ;  to  live  with  moderation 
and  temperance,  if  he  has  been  the  flave  of  voluptu- 
oufnels }  to  think  ferioufly  and  to  keep  a  conftant 
guard  upon  himfelf,  if  he  has  hitherto  been  living 
thoughtlefsly  and  licentioufly ;   to  feek  retirement 
and  to  have  a  reliih  for  rational  exercifes  of  devotion^ 
if  he  has  formerly  been  rambUng  about  in  perpetual 
diiBpation  and  illufion!     Whereas  the  latter,  who 
has  applied  betimes  to  virtue  and  religion,  who  be^ 
gan  to  obferve  the  divine  commandments  as  foon  as 
he  learnt  them,  what  particular  difficulties  caii  he 
find  in  them !     How  eafy  mud  it  be  for  him  to  will 
and  to  do,  what  he  has  always  willed  and  done,  to 
which  all  his  thoughts,  appetites,  views,  affedions 
are  turned,  in  which  he  has  already  had  fo  much 
latisfadion,  fron^  which  he  has  already  reaped  £> 
much  benefit,  what  is  fo  intimately  blended  with  his 
whole  fy{te^l  of  thought  and  fentiment,  what  is  be-i 
come  fo  natural,  fo  agreeable  to  him !  Are  not  how«i 
ever  the  divine  commandments,  are  not  virtue  ancl 
piety  always  the  fame  ?    If  then  they  are  no  lefs  di& 
ficult  to  that  man,  than  eafy  to  this,  Ihould  he  not 
impute  that  difficulty  entirely  to  himfelf?    Is  it  not 
a  necei!ary  confequence  of  the  culpable  depravatioa 
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<^  his  fiicultiesy  of  his  late  amendment,  of  his  volun* 
tary  and  long  vaflalage  ? 

Obferve  thirdly,  ray  pious  hearers,  that  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  divine  commandments,  that  virtue 
and  piety  neither  are  at  all  times  and  in  ail  circum- 
(lances  alike  eafy  or  difficult.     There  are  times  of  a 
far  extenfive,  an  almoil  univerfal  corruption  of  man- 
ners ;  times  when  folly  and  vice  bear  fway,  when 
nearly  all  authority,  all  refped,  all  diftindions,  all 
dignities,  all  the  fources  of  honour  and  wealth,  all 
the  means  of  fatisfadion  and  pleafure,  are  in  the 
hands  of  fools  and  villains ;  times  when  femblance 
effaces  reality,  levity  and  wantonnefs  all  ferious  re- 
fle£don,  fafhion  difcards  all. principle,  fenfuality  ob- 
literates reafon,  when  religion  gives  way  to  infidelity, 
or  is  converted  into  mere  empty  forms  and  ceremo- 
nies, when  wifdom  and  virtue  and  piety  are  objects 
of  fcom  and  derifion :  and  at  fuch  times  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  not  to  be  hurried  down  the  flream, 
not  to  be  infeded  by  the  faihion,  not  to  be  dazzled 
by  the  falfe  glare,  the  fafcinating  charms  of  vice ;  it 
is  difiicult  to  prefer  obfcurity  to  fplendour,  con- 
tumely to  honour,  mere  intrinfic  excellence  and  dig- 
nity to  all  external  diftindions,  to  all  the  pomp  and 
parade  of  magnificence,  to  all  the  flatteries  of  ap- 
probation and  praife ;  difficult  to  walk  a  path,  on 
which  one  feems  fo  folitary  and  forlorn,  and  which 
appears  tp  lead  away  from  what  elfewhere  is  called 
pleafure,  pre-eminence,  happinefs.     There  are  like- 
WJflK  tunes  of  perfecution,  when,  for  the  fake  of 
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truth,  for  the  fake  of  confcience,  for  the  fake  of 
virtue  and  godlinefs  we  run  the  hazard  of  k>fing 
our  property  and  poffeffions,  of  being  torn  from  our 
£imity,  banilhed  from  our  country,  treated  as  a  cri« 
minal,  condemned  to  infamous  and  painful  punifli* 
ments ;  and  in  fuch  times  it  is  extremely  difficult,  to 
continue  faithful  to  truth  and  to  virtue,  to  facrifice 
all  to  God  and  our  confcience,  and  on  the  road  of 
the  moft  cruel  aiHidions  with  courage  and  joy  to 
ilrive  'for  the  prize  of  perfedion.     Such  were  the 
times,  when  chriftianity  was  firft  promulgated^  and 
Eght  and  darknefs,  virtue  and  vice,  liberty  and 
thraldom  were  contending  for  the  maftery.     Then 
might  Jefus  juflly  fay  to  his  contemporaries :  Strive 
to  enter  in  at  the  (trait  gate,  for  ftrait  is  the  gat^ 
and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and 
^  few  there  be  that  find  it :  whofoever  will  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himfelf  and  take  up  his  crois  and 
follow  me :  whofoever  he  be  of  you  that  forlaketh 
not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.  -~ 
But  we,  my  dear  friends,  do  we  truly  live  in  fuch 
times  ?  Can  we  truly  make  thde  difficulties  our  plea, 
if  we  refufe  to  obey  the  divine  commandments? 
Which  c^  you  has  been  perfecuted  on  account  of 
truth  and  integrity  ?  Who  has  been  deprived  of  fa^ 
property,  or  his  honours,  or  pofts,  or  dignities,  or 
other  diftin£Hons,  folely  becaufe  he  fulfilled  his  duty 
and  followed  the  diftates  of  his  confcience  ?    Who 
has  ever  had  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  virtue  and 
piety,  or  to  repent  of  thdr  fervice?    Let  the  cor- 

rupticA 
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ruption  of  manners  be  never  fo  great,  let  infidelity 
vaunt  ever  fo  much  of  the  multitude  and  the  rank 
of  its  adherents,  yet  virtue,  integrity,  the  rational 
worfhip  of  the  deity,  unfeigned  devotion,  are  always 
in  general  repute,  never  exclude  any  one  fix>ni 
the  road  to  temporal  profperity  and  to  worldly  ho- 
nours, they  are  ftill  in  moft  cafes  far  furer  means  of 
procuring  us  lading  efteem,  and  of  promoting  and 
eftablilhing  our  welfare,  than  all  the  artifices  and 
outrages  of  vice. 

We  obferve  fourthly,  my  pious  hearers,  that  there 
are  unqueftionably  particular  duties  and  virtues, 
which  appear  to  be  more  difficult  than  others,  and 
which  aftually  are  fo  to  fome  perfons,  though  never 
without  their  own  fault.  It  is  indeed  in  particular 
cafes  difficult  to  govern  onefelf,  to  controul  paffions 
that  have  once  acquired  ftrength,  to  throw  off  illegi-^ 
timate  connefHons  in  which  we  have  long  lived,  no  * 
longer  to  comply  with  fmful  lufts  and  paffions, 
which  we  have  frequently  indulged.  But  is  not  this 
difficulty  your  own  work,  ye  who  complain  of  it  ? 
Did  ye  not  know  the  worth  of  your  liberty  and  the 
impetuofity  of  the  paffions  ?  Were  ye  not  previ- 
oufly  fenfible,  that  thofe  connections  were  unlawful, 
that  thefe  lufts  and  pleafures  were  finful  ?  Why 
then  did  ye  fufFer  fenfuality  to  govern  you  ?  Why 
did  ye  not  ftrenuoufly  refift  thofe  paffions,  when  firft 
they  began  to  flir  within  you  ?  Why  did  ye  not  break 
ihofe  bonds  ere  they  made  you  fad  ?  Why  did  ye  not 
renounce  thofe  iofls,  thofe  pleafures  ere  they  be* 

came 
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came  in  a  maimer  neceflary  to  you  ?  Have  ye  any 
right  to  complain,  if  it  now  cofts  ye  the  greateft 
pains,  the  utmoft  exertion,  to  accomplifh,  what  for- 
merly ye  might  have  done  with  the  greateft  facility  ? 
It  feems  difficult,  and  it  really  is  fo  to  numbers  of 
people,  when  under  the  preflure  of  extraordinary  and 
continued  affliftions,  to  be  patient,  refolute,  not  dif- 
couraged  in  the  difcharge  of  what  duty  requires, 
ftedfaft  in  hope,  immoveable  in  faith.  It  undoubt- 
edly requires  a  virtue  of  no  ordinary  ftamp  to  ftand 
firm  under  fuch  trials,  and  to  be  found  faithful  in 
the' end.  But  then  is  the  virtue  of  the  chriftian, 
who  is  fuch  in  deed  and  in  truth,  a  vulgar^  an  or- 
dinary virtue  ?  Has  not  the  chriftian,  as  fuch,  ex- 
traordinary energies,  capacitating  him  for  extraor- 
dinary virtues,  and  for  rendering  the  pradice  of 
them  poffible  and  eafy  to  him  ?  How  feldom  be- 
fides  does  it  happen  that  the  Almighty,  who  knows 
our  infirmity,  impofes  on  us  fuch  trials !  And  how 
powerful  is  the  ailiftance  which  he  grants  us  on 
thofe  occasions,  if  our  heart  is  but  whole  with 
him !  —  —  It  feems  laftly  difficult,  and  to  num- 
bers, it  aflually  is  fo,  to  forgive  an  adverfary,  to 
love  an  enemy,  to  fupprefs  every  emotion  of  hatred, 
all  thoughts  of  malice  and  animofity  againft  them, 
and  to  be  reconciled  with  them  from  the  bottom  of 
the  heart.  But  to  whom  does  this  commandment, 
this  duty,  appear,  to  whom  is  it  really  difficult  ?  Only 
to  thofe  who  are  contented  with  a  divided  obedience 
to  the  divine  commandments,  who  think  themfelves 
10  virtuous 
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virtuous  and  devout,  and  yet  are  deftitute  both  of  the 
love  of  God  and  man.     Only  to  thofe  who  obferve 
the  precepts  of  chriftianity,  but  will  not  fubmit  to 
be  animated  and  governed  by  its  temper  and  fpirit. 
Only  to  thofe  who  call  themfelves  chriftians,  and  yet 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  governed  by  vanity  and  pride, 
^o,  to  the  chriftian,  who  juftly  bears  that  title,  it  is 
not  tioiore  difficult  to  be  reconciled  with  his  enemy, 
thjui  to  remain  true  to  his  friend,  not  more  difficult 
to  forgive  his  adverfary,  than  to  do  good  to  the 
poor  and  needy.  He  has  the  fame  reafon  and  motive 
for  the  one  as  for  the  other,  and  enjoys  in  both  the 
fame  generous,  the  lame  divine  fatisfadion. 
.    To  conclude,  we  muft  alfo  obferve  this,  my  pious 
hearers.     There  is  a  certain,  though  not  criminal, 
yet  very  defedive  method  of  pra&ifing  virtue  and 
devotion,  which  renders  the  buiinefs  far  more  difii- 
cult  to  a  man,  than  in  its  own  nature  it  is,  and  than 
with  the  avoidance  of  this  defied,  it  would.be  to  him. 
There  are  namely  perfons,  who  from  want  of  know- 
ledge, from  prejudices  of  education  and  inflrudion, 
or  from  a  natural  difpoiition  to  heavinefs  and  au- 
(lerity,    imagine  virtue  and  godlinefs  to    have  a 
gloomy  afped,  fahcy  them  enemies  to  all  kinds  of 
ainufement,  to  every  fpedes  of  pleafure  and  mirth, 
deny  themfelves  therefore  a  thoufand  fadsfadions 
which  God  has  nowhere  forbidden,  take  upon  them- 
felves a  thoufand  burdens,  which  he  has  nowhere  or^ 
dered  them  to  take  up  ;  perfons  who  perform  every 
^ttty  with  anxiety,  enjoy  every  harmlefs  gratification 

with 
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with  fear  and  trembling,  impute  to  thenlfielves  ererf 
imintentional  error  as  a  crime,  lay  tbemfelWes  under 
the  fevereft  regimen  in  regard  to  the  mod  indifferent 
ofaje&s,  impofe  a  burdenfome  reftraint  on  all  their 
thoughts  and  feelings,  words  and  works,  regulate 
themfelves  in  all  reTpeds  abfolutely  by  fome  particu- 
lar arbitrary  form,  and  fancy*  themfelves  never  bet- 
ter and  more  godly,  than  when  they  do  extra* 
ordinary  violence  to  themfelves,  are  entirely  ^* 
fcrbed  in  their  own  conceits,  and  are  become  almoft 
totally  infenfible  to  all  external  objeAs,    Such  per* 
fcms  may  doubtlefs  be  very  fincere  in  thar  inten- 
tions, they  may  be  realiy  virtuous  and  godly,  and 
will  even  hereafter  not  fail  of  receiving  the  recom- 
pences  of  virtue  and  godlinefs,  fo  far  as  they  are  ca- 
pable  of  them.     But  that  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  that  the  obfervance  of  the  divine  ccmimand- 
ments  proves  fo  grievous  to  them,  is  entirely  their 
own  fault.     They  themfelves  have  ftrewn  the  path 
on  which  they  walk  with  thorns  and  briars,  and 
ftones  of  {tumbling  and  rocks  of  offence.  They  have 
been  miftaken  in  the  choice  of  their  guides  on  it, 
and  take  for  the  demands  of  virtue  and  godlinefs, 
what  they  have  been  incited  to  by  errc^r,  prejudice, 
a  feeble,  timid,  fervile  temper,  an  unhappy  turn  of 
mind,  or  a  ruined  (late  of  health.    Far  be  it  there- 
fore from  us,  to  judge  of  the  facility  or  the  difEculty 
of  keeping  the  divine  commandments  by  the  condud 
of  thofe  who  keep  them !     No,  the  obfervance  of 
them  is  not  only  in  itfelf,  but  likewife  in  mod  cafes 

and 
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and  circumft^ces^  where  it  is  held  to  be  paiticu<» 
larlydiiScuk,  really  eafy,  and  wherever  it  is  not  fo, 
it  is  not  to  by  the  &ult  of  the  individuaU 

Let  us  now  howeva*  liften  to  the  principal  objec« 
.  dons,  that  are  brought  againfi:  the  poffibility  and  the 
fedlity  of  a  virtuous  and  godly  life,  and  examine 
their  vaUdity. 

How  frail,  *it  is  frequently  faid,  how  corrupt  u 
human  nature.    What  is  to  be  expeded  from  a  crea« 
ture  fo  frail,  fo  corrupt  as  man !     How  can  it  be  re- 
quired of  him  that  he  fhould  keep  all  the  divine  com* 
mandments,  that  he  (hould  lead  a  uniformly  virtuous  > 
and  godly  life.    But  is  then  this  frailty,  this  corrup- 
tion of  human  nature  a£lually  ib  great  as  thou  pre- 
tended, o  thou  who  makeft  it  thy  excufe  ?     Has 
man  then  ever  ceafed  to  be  an  intelligent,  rational, 
free,   moral  agent  ?    Is  then  infirmity  and  total  im- 
becility one  and  the  fame  ?    Can  he  then  do  nothing 
at  all,  becaufe  he  is  not  able  to  do  every  thing  ? 
Does  then  the  fame  corruption  that  antiently  reigned 
among  the  jews  and  heathens,  and  which  the  apoflle 
juftly  defcribes  as  extremely  great  and  general,  pre- 
vail alfo  without    exception  and  without  bounds 
among  chriftians  ?  *  Has  not  chriflianity  diflfufed  a 
new  fpiritual  life  among  mankind,  and  imparted  to 
them  new  energies  to  goodnefs  ?    And  'hafl  thou 
then  faithfully  employed  the  abilities  which  thou  pof- 
fefieft  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  chriflian,  thou  who 
art  complaining  of  the  want  of  it  ?    Haft  thou  ever 
tried,  by  continued  unrelaxing  endeavours  and  exer- 
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tioQs,  what  thou  art  able  or  not  to  perform  with 
them  ?  Haft  thou  ever  done  in  regard  to  thy 
amendment^  in  regard  to  virtue  and  godlinefs,  what 
thou  art  in  the  daily  habit  of  doing  in  regard  to  the 
afiairs  of  thy  calling,  to  the  advancement  of  thy  out- 
ward welfare,  to  procure  thee  honour  and  efteem 
among  mankind  ?  Canft  thou  in  this  t'efpeft  dif* 
tinguifli  femblance  from  reality,  good  from  bad, 
right  from  wrong,  and  juftly  chufe  between  them, 

,  why  then  fhouldft  thou  not  be  able  to  do  fo  like- 
wife  in.rerpe£k  to  the  former  ?     Canft  thou  in  re- 

^ipurd  to  worldly  concerns  and  affairs  be  attentive, 
diligent,  wary,  refolute,  inddatigable,  imdergo  a  va- 
riety of  troubles,  forego  many  pleafures  and  advan« 
tages,  fubmit  to  various  reftridions,  why  fhouldft 
thou  therefore  not  likewife  be  able  to  be  and  to  do 
all  this  in  regard  to  fpiritual  and  everlafting  con- 
cerns ?  No,  do  but  employ  all  the  faculties  that 
thou  haft,  employ  all  the  means  that  are  offered  thee 
by  God,  for  conquering  thine  infirmity  and  thy  cor- 
ruption, employ  them  faithfully,  and  rely  withal  on 
him  who  has  promifed  to  ftrengthen  thee  in  the 
faithful  employment  of  thy  faculties,  fo  wilt  thou 
moft  afluredly  foon  experimentally  know,  that  hu- 
man nature,  notwithftanding  its  infirmity  and  limita- 
tions, and  notwithftanding  the  corruption  that  fubfifts 
among  mankind,  is  the  work  of  God,  in  which 
he  has  placed  great  endowments,  great  capacities 
and  powers,  that  he  has  defigned  and  qualified  it 

for  great  achievements. 
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What  fway,  it  is  farther  frequently  faid^  what  ty- 
rannical fway  does  not  temperament  exercife  over 
the  man !    How  foon  it  overpowers  his  reafon ! 
faow  quickly  it  defeats  his  bed  intentions !     Who  is 
able  to  refift  it  ?    If  I  have  an  unfortunate  propen- 
fity  to  one  or  another  kind  of  bad  and  forbidden 
things,  if  I  am  difpoled  to  violence,  to  anger,  to  vo- 
luptuo^efs,  how  fhall  I  reftrain  this  propenfity  ? 
How  tamper  my  natural  impetuofity  ?     How  com- 
ply .with  the  rules  of  temperance  and  chaftity  ?  How 
thou  ihouldft  do  fo,  o  man  ?    Jufl  as  thou  often 
really  doft,  and  for  £ur  lefs  momentous  reafons  thatfsr 
thofe  which  religion  produces.     How  frequently 
hail  thou  the  addrefs  to  refift  thy  propenfity,  to  con- 
troul  thy  paffions,  and  to  do  precifely  the  reverie  of 
that  to  which  thy  temperament  incites  thee !     It  may 
be  perhaps  fome  advantage  in  thy  trade,  in  thy 
commerce,  which  impells  thee  to  this  dexterity. 
How  often  mayft  thou  have  dealings  with  perfons, 
whofe  way  of  thinking  and  a&ing  is  extremely  ab- 
1  horrent  to  thine,  who  fay  many  things  to  thee  which 
otherwife  thou  wouldft  not  patiently  hear  from  any 
one,  which  fometimes  fting  thee  to  the  quick.  They 
.  feem  not  to  believe  thee  on  thy  word,  they  accufe 
thee  perhaps  of  grofe  mifcondudi,  pay  little  regard 
to  thy  reafonable  propofitions,  to  thy  folemn  afle- 
verations,  and  in  general  are  greatly  wanting  in  that 
refpeft  which  is  thy  due.  —  And  yet  thou  keepeft 
thy  temper,  yet  thou  art  perfeftly  cahn,  yet  thou 
.haft  the  art  of  fupprei&ng  every  amotion  of  difplea« 
VOL.  n.  L  fure. 
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fure,  of  anger,  of  detefladon.  Why  then  Ihouldft 
thou  not  likewife  be  able  to  a£t  thus  at  other  times^ 
on  other  occafions,  in  the  bofom  of  thy  family,  to- 
wards  thy  inferiors  and  dependants,  if  thou  hadft 
deeply  imprinted  it  on  thy  mind,  that  it  was  equally 
right,  equally  proper,  equally  neceffary  and  benefi- 
cial in  one  cafe  as  in  the  other  ?  —  Suppofe  thou  art 
in  company.  How  many  things  feed  thou  or  neareft 
thou  there,  that  are  exceedingly  offenfive  to  thee, 
which  would  at  other  times  and  in  other  places  call 
up  thy  indignation  and  refentment !  Thou  acci- 
dentally meeteft  there  thy  adverfary,  thine  enemy,  on 
whom  thou  wouldft  fain  take  immediate  rerenge ! 
How  often  are  thy  fenfual  appetites  rouzed,  or  the 
flame  of  illicit  love  excited  in  thy  bread !  But  the 
laws  of  propriety  and  decorum  allow  thee  neither  to 
indulge  the  third  of  vengeance,  nor  thy  propenfity 
to  voluptuoufhefe.  Thou  therefore  layed  a  redraint 
on  thyfelf,  thou  anfwered  the  indifcreet  with  difcre- 
tion,  amicably  holded  out  thy  hand  to  thine  adver- 
fary, thine  enemy,  and  dridly  obferved  the  rules  of 
politenefs.  And  why  fhouldd  thou  not  be  able  to 
do  fo  on  other  occafions  ?  Ought  not  the  fear  of 
God,  the  love  of  God,  if  thou  wert  aduated  at  all 
by  them,  operate  as  powerfully  upon  thee,  as  mere 
propriety,  as  the  dread  of  the  cenfure  Of  the  world  ? 
No,  what  is  poflible  and  eafy  to  thee-  in  one  cafe, 
mud  likewife  be  poflible  and  eafy  to  thee  in  the 
other,  if  thou  art  fmcerely  determined  on  it.  No, 
none  of  thy  propenfities  are  fo  headdrong,  as  not 

to 
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to  be  weakened  and  controuled  by  continued  dif- 
dpline,  no  conftitudoti  is  fo  frail  and  fb  violent  as 
Aot  to  be  corrected  and  tamed  by  vigilance  and 
prayer,  by  virtue  and  religion. 

How  various,  it  is  thirdly  faid,  how  fafdnatingy 
how  irrefiftible  are  the  temptations  to  evil,  with 
which  we  are  environed  on  all  (ides !  How  great 
the  force  of  example !  What  fplendour,  what  fuc- 
cefs,  what  delights  very  frequently  attend  the  vici- 
ous !  How  difficult  not  to  be  drawn  afide  from 
the  path  of  duty  and  virtue  either  by  perfuafions 
and  intreaties,  or  by  promifes,  or  by  threats,  or  by 
praife  or  blame !  How  difficult  to  be  fo  often  tempt- 
ed and  yet  never  to  be  feduced !  But  canft  thou  not 
if  thou  wilt  avoid  the  generality  of  thefe  tempta- 
tions ?  Canft  thou  not  arm  thyfelf  againft  thofe 
that  are  inevitable,  by  prayer  and  meditation  ?  If 
thou  art  aware  that  this  or  that  company,  the  read- 
ing of  this  or  that  book,  the  converfation  of  this  or 
that  perfon  is  dangerous  to  thee,  why  doft  thou  not 
forfake  that  company  ?  Why  fhunneft  thou  not  the 
converfation  of  thofe  perfons  ?  Why  doft  thou  not 
abfolutely  refr^n  from  reading  that  book  ?  Wouldft 
thou  purpofely  and  without  neceffity  vifit  places 
where  contagious  diftempers  rage,  or  aflbdate  with 
perfons  and  meddle  with  things  infcfted  with  the 
plague  ?  And  if  thou  canft  forbear  to  do  this  fix)m 
a  regard  to  the  health  of  thy  body,  why  fhouldft 
thou  not  be  able  to  avoid  the  former  from  a  con- 
cem  for  the  innocence  of  thy  heart,  for  the  perfec- 
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tion  of  thy  fpirit  ?  And  if  thou  canft  not  abfolutely 
sivoid  it,  why  not  guard  tfayfelf  againft  it,  as  thou 
art  wont  to  guard  thyfelf  in  fimilar  cafes  againft  e:^ 
temal  evils  ?     When  thou  art  tempted  by  bad  ex- 
ample, why  not  contraft  it  with  the  force  of  good 
example?      When   thou  art  allured  by  outward 
{how,  or  the'  deceitful  charms  of  fuccefsful  vice, 
why  not  compare  with  them  its  dreadful  end,  the 
deftrudive,  fatal  confequences,  with  which  fooner  or 
later  it  cannot  fail  of  being  attended  ?     When  thou 
art  provoked  at  the  praife  or  the  cenfure  of  fools, 
why  not  fet  againft  it  the  rewarding  approbation  or 
the  excruciating  reproaches  of  thy  own  confcience 
and  of  all  good  men,  why  not  the  complacency  or 
the  difpleafure  of  thy  God,  the  lord  and  judge  of 
the  world !     And  can  that  virtue  be  deferving  of  the 
name,  which  is  unable  to  withftand  any  temptation  ? 
And  have  not  thoufands  and  thoufands  of  perfons, 
who  were  men  like  thee,  been  viftorious  over  tempta- 
tions in  comparifon  whereof,  thofe  to  which  thou 
appealeft  are  of  no  account  whatever  ?     Be  aflured 
that  to  the  chriftian  no  temptations  are  infuperable, 
to  him  they  are  only  exercifes  in  goodnefs,  opportuni- 
ties and  incentives  to  exert  his  faculties  and  to  evince 
his  integrity ;  and  whoever  fufiers  himfelf  to  be  car- 
ried away  by  them  under  the  pretext  that  they  are 
invincible,  is  a  coward,  a  mean  pufillanimous  being, 
who  fcarcely  knows  anything  of  virtue  except  the 
name  and  is  entirely  deftitute  of  the  fpirit  of  chrifti- 
anity. 

But, 
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But,  it  is  laftly  often  faid,  how  can  it  be  fo  eafy  a 
matter  to  lead  a  virtuous  and  godly  life,  (ince  my 
amendment  proceeds  fo  flowly,  fmce  with  th^  befl 
intentions  I  am  fo  prone  to  relapfe  into  my  former 
fins,  fo  often  do  that  which  I  would  not,  fo  frequently 
negleft  that  which  I  had  purpofed  to  do  ?     Is  then 
the  reafon  of  thy  tardy  progrefs  on  the  path  of  vir- 
tue, and  thy  frequent  backflidings  into  fm,  implicated 
in  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  or  does  it  lie  in  thy  for- 
mer  and  prefent  erroneous  conduft  ?     Haft  thou 
long  deferred  thine  amendment,  haft  thou  greatly 
enervated  thy  faculties  in  the  fervice  of  fin  and  vice  ; 
then  indeed,  as  we  before  obferved,  thy  moft  fincere 
endeavours  cannot  produce  fuch  fudden  and  happy 
eflfefts,  as  they  would,  if  thou  hadft  never  foriaken 
the  path  of  virtue,  or  hadft  returned  to  it  earlier. 
But  to  whom  befides  thyfelf  canft  thou  impute  the 
blame  ?     And  whence  comes  it  in  gftieral  that  even 
now  thy   good  purpofes   are  fo  badly  executed  ? 
Unqueftionably  becaufe  thou  generally  contrnteft 
thyfelf  with  the  purpofe  alone,  art  afraid  of  any  la- 
borious exertion  of  thy  faculties,  art  npt  fufficiently 
vigilant  over  thyfelf,  employeft  thyfelf  not  frequently 
nor  ferioufly  enough  in  meditation,  in  prayer,  in 
other  exercifes  of  devotion,  doft  not  combat  and 
fupprefs  the  firft  irregular  motions  of  thy  heart,  art 
not  careful  enough  to  follow  the  fuggeftions  and 
admonitions  of  thy  confcience,  and  too  often  lofeft 
fight  of  God  and  the  true  end  of  thy  being  and  the 
future  life.  —  Avoid  thefe  faults,  colleft  and  exert 

1-3  Ay 
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thy  faculties,  purfue  the  bufinefs  of  thy  improvement 
with  the  utmoft  intenfity  of  thy  mind,  let  not  any 
obftacle  and  any  difficulty  deter  thee  from  it,  let  the 
fentiment  of  God,  the  example  of  Jefus  and  the 
profpefts  of  the  future  world  accompany  thee  on  all 
occafions  ;  fo  wilt  thou  affuredly  walk  with  firmer 
pace  along  the  path  of  chriftian  rectitude,  much  fel- 
domer  ftumble,  and  no  longer  fall,  an  ileam  from 
thy  own  experience,  that  the  divine  commandments 
are  not  grievous* 

Yes,  my  dear  friends,  this  is  and  will  for  ever  re- 
main an  inconteftible  truth  :  God's  commandments 
are  not  grievous  :  it  is  not  only  poilible,  it  is  eafy  to 
keep  them  and  to  lead  a  truly  virtuous  and  godly 
life !  Yesj  the  commandments  of  our  God  and  fa- 
ther  in  heaven  merit  our  mod  willing  and  cheerful 
obedience,  and  this  obedience  we  can  and  ihall  af- 
furedly pay  th«m,  if  we  do  but  ferioufly  refolve  upon 
it !  Oh  may  this  truth  be  always  prefent  and  al- 
ways certain  to  us,  may  it  be  undeniably  proved  and 
loudly  proclaimed  by  the  whole  of  our  future  lives ! 


SERMON     XL. 


The  Folly  of  aftnful  Courfe  of  Life. 


/^  OD,  affectionate,  merciful  father,  everywhere 
may  we  hear  thy  voice,  the  voice  of  the  mod 
benign  and  gracious  parent :  within  us,  without  us, 
in  thy  works,  in  thy  word  —  everywhere  cautions 
againfl  fm  and  corruption,  excitements  to  duty  and 
to  virtue,  calls  to  happinefs.  —  No,  none  of  us  c^xi 
fall  unadmonifiied  into  fin  and  mifery,  none  but  by 
their  own  fault  miftake  the  path  of  wifdom !  —  But 
how  often,  o  merciful  father,  how  often  do  we  mif- 
take,  how  often  difdain  to  hear  thy  voice !     How 
often  do  we  harden  our  hearts  againft  thy  admoni- 
tions, and  refift  thy  call  to  happinefs  !     For  ftill  we 
are  not  wife  nor  virtuous,  nor  happy,  or  at  leaft  are 
not  fo  to  that  degree,  as  we  might  and  ought  to  be ! 
Ah,  we  are  ftill  deluded  by  the  wiles  of  fin,  ftill  is 
the  voice  of  our  reafon  and  our  confcience  drowned 
by  the  clamour  of  our  lufts  and  paffions.     Still  are 
we  too  fenfual,  too  diftrafted,  too  reftlefs  —  engage 
too  feldom  in  filent  meditation  for  admitting  and 
attending  to  the  dodrines  of  wifdom,  the  fuggeftions 
of  thy  holy  fpirit.     And  thus  are  we  ever  rufhing 
from  one  deviation  into  another,  retreating  ever  far- 
ther from  thee  and  from  happinefs,  and  ezpofing 

i^  4  our« 
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ourfelves  to  the  danger  of  becoming  completely  mi- 
ferable  both  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  future  world ! 
Ah  fpare  us  ftill,  great  God  of  mercy,  in  pity  fpare 
thy  wandering  progeny,  fave  us  from  the  dreadful 
illufions  into  which  we  are  fo  liable  to  fall !  Send 
out  thy  light,  the  effulgence  of  eternal  truth,  to 
guide  our  fteps  into  the  way  of  peace,  to  difpel  the 
mifts  of  ignorance  and  error  from  before  our  eyes, 
to  diffolve  the  charms  of  fin  and  vice,  to  bring  us 
to  reflection  and  ftop  us  (hort  on  the  carreer  of  per- 
dition. Teach  us  fo  fenfibly  and  convincingly  to 
perceive  the  folly  of  a  finful,  an  unchriftian  life  that 
we  may  Hand  aihamed  and  confounded  at  it,  that  we 
may  be  moved  to  the  firm  refolution  of  altering  and 
correcting  our  conduct,  that  we  may  regulate  it  en- 
tirely henceforth  and  for  ever  by  the  precepts  of  wif- 
dom.  Blefs  in  this  refpeft,  o  God,  blefs  in  an 
abtmdant  meafure  the  doftrines  of  truth,  in  the  con- 
fideration  whereof  we  are  now  to  be  employed. 
Caufe  their  facred  efficacy  to  be  powerful  in  us  all, 
and  hearken  to  the  prayer  of  thy  fuppliants  through 
Jefus  Chrifl,  in  whofe  name  we  farther  call  upon 
thee,  faying  as  he  taught  us  :  Our  father,  &c. 

PROV.  ix.  6. 

Forfakc   the   foolIQi,  and  live;  and  go  in  the  way  of  un- 

derdanding. 

TITE   need  not  be  very  great  proficients  in  the 

ftudy  of  mankind,  for  having  remarked  that 

the  generality  of  people  make  lefs  account  of  being 

accufed  of  a  defe&  in  moral  excellence,  in  virtue  and 

integrity. 
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integrity,  than  of  any  deficiency  or  weaknefs  of  un- 
derftanding ;  that  they  had  rather  pafs  for  finners 
than  for  fools  j  that  they  commonly  fet  a  greater 
value  on  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  than  on  thofe  of 
the  heart.  An  irregular,  unchriftian,  licentious 
life  appears  lefs  fliocking  and  <lefpicable,  than  fim- 
plicity  and  a  flighter  intelleft.  It  is  but  too  frequently 
feen,  that  a  man  had  rather  deceive  than  be  deceived, 
rather  do  an  injury  than  fufFer  an  injury  from  others 
without  revenge,  rather  over-reach  and  fupplant  his 
neighbour  than  be  over-reached  and  fupplanted  by 
him ;  had  rather  be  charged  with  culpable,  but 
fharp-fighted  fufpicion,  with  exceffive,  but  ever  watch- 
ful diftruft,  than  with  plain,  downright  and  eafily 
cheated  honefty.  It  is  not  my  intention  at  prefent 
to  explore  the  fource  of  this  way  of  thinking,  which 
cannot  poffibly  be  good,  or  to  point  out  what  a 
deeply  feated,  predominant  corruption  it  iijiplies 
among  mankind,  and  how  diametrically  oppofite  it 
is  to  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity.  I  (hall  only  jufl:  ob- 
ferve,  that  by  this  way  of  thinking  we  feparate  things 
which  in  their  very  nature  belong  to  one  another 
and  are  always  together.  Every  defefl:  of  virtue 
and  integrity  fuppofes  a  defeft  or  weaknefs  of  under- 
ftanding,  every  irregularity  in  life  fuppofes  irregu- 
larity in  thinking,  every  depravity  of  heart 'infirmity 
of  mind,  every  wicked  aSion  implies  error.  To  fm 
and  to  aft  fooliflily  is  one  and  the  fame  thing.  A  fin- 
ner,  an  obftinate,  hardened  finner  and  yet  not  a 
fool,  is  an  abfolute  impoffibility.     Folly  mifleads  to 

fm 
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iin  and  fm  mifleads  to  folly.  Both  are  at  oncecaufe 
and  efFeft,  both  lead  the  man  whom  they  have  ma- 
nacled with  equal  paces  continually  nearer  to  wret- 
chednefs  and  repentance.  And  this  it  is  of  which 
I  would  this  day  convince  you,  my  dear  audience, 
to-day  that  I  would  recall  you  from  the  ways  of  fm 
and  rouze  you  to  amendment. 

Holy  fcripture  throughout,  and  therefore  in  our 
text,  reprefents  the  way  of  fin  as  the  way  of  folly, 
and  thofe  who  walk  it  as  foolifh,  filly  people,  as 
perfons  who  in  any  other  cafe  would  themfelves  con- 
demn what  they  conceive  and  do  as  folly  and  abfur- 
dity.  It  expreffes  the  greateft  aftonifhment,  that  in- 
telHgent  beings,  or  beings  endowed  with  undcrlland- 
ing,  fhould  a£t  fo  irrationally  and  fo  long  continue 
this  irrational  manner  of  afting.  Forfake,  fays  wif- 
dom  in  our  text  to  finners,  forfake  the  foolifh,  and 
go  in  the  way  of  underftanding.  It  is  certainly  an 
addrefs,  which  in  our  language  and  in  our  refined, 
but  not  therefore  excellent,  ftate  of  manners,  founds 
rather  rough.  Here  however  our  bufinefs  is  folely 
with  truth  and  not  with  the  ftyle  in  which  fhe  fpeaks 
to  us.  Let  us  therefore  hearken  to  her  voice,  even 
though  it  fhould  feem  grating  and  ofTenfive.  Let  us 
at  leaft  for  once  examine,  whether  we  are  afting 
wifely  or  foolifhly,  prudently  or  fillily,  in  leading  a 
finful,  a  vicious  courfe  of  life. 

The  dccifion  of  this  queftion  cannot  mcthinks 
prove  difficult  to  any  one  capable  of  only  a  moderate 
degrcdof  reflection.  Only  have  a  care  in  this  in- 
quiry 
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quiry  not  to  confine  the  idea  of  the  finful,  vicious  life 
which  we  pronounce   to  be  folly,  too  narrowly. 
Think  not  that  none  but  the  murderer,   the  adul- 
terer, the  robber,  the  fcomer  and  defpifer  of  religion, 
the  grofs  tranfgreflbr,  can  be  arraigned  of  fuch  a 
life.     No,  while  we  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  any 
vile  paflion,  be  it  either  pride  or  envy,  or  hatred  or 
avarice,  or  voluptuoufnefs  or  vanity  ;  fo  long  as  we 
purpofely,  wittingly  and  wilfully  harbour  only  one 
fin,  or  one  fpecies  of  fins ;  fo  long  as  our  appetites 
and  affe£lions  are  chiefly  directed  to  extrinfic,  fen- 
fual,  wordly  objefls,  and  not  turned  on  God,  on 
virtue  and  reftitude,  on  intrinfic  perfeftion,  as  long 
as  we  delight  more  in  pleafing  man  than  God,  in  do- 
ing the  will  of  the  world  and  the  flefli  than  the  will 
of  God,  in  becoming  great  and  rich  than  wife  and 
good,  in  living  freely  and  wantonly  than  harrhlefs 
and  holy  ;  as  long  as  we  make  not  the  command- 
ments of  God  and  the  example  of  Jefus  the  fole  rule 
of  our  conduft  :  fo  long  we  lead  a  finful,  unchris- 
tian, vicious  life,  however  honed  and  inoflPenfive  it 
may  otherwife  be.     And  he  who  lives  in  this  man* 
ner,  thinks,  judges,  afts  foolifhly ;  his  life  is  in  con- 
tinual oppofition  to  found  reafon,  let  him  be  in  other 
refpe£ls  as  intelligent,  as  fagacious,  as  difcreet  as  he 
will.     And  this  we  ihall  now  proceed  more  at  large 
to  evince  by  arguments  which  every  one  muft  admit 
to  be  juft. 

It  is  in  the  firft  place  a  proof  of  a  weak,  crazy  intel- 
leSty  it  is  unqueftionably  folly,  to  take  objc&s,  the 

real 
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real  nature  whereof  we  may  at  every  Indant  experi* 
ence,  not  for  what  they  are,  but  for  fomewhat  en- 
tirely different.  Who  would  hefitate  to  pronounce 
him  (illy,  who  ihould  take  the  running  ftream  for  a 
folid  body,  the  air  for  an  impenetrable  mafs  of  mat- 
ter, an  earthen  veffel  to  be  infrangible,  fulphur  for 
an  uninflammable  fubftance  and  the  like?  — But  is  the 
judgment,  which  the  man  who  leads  a  finful,  un- 
chriftian  life,  paffes  on  the  moft  important  objefts 
lefs  perverfe,  lefs  abfurd  ?  Does  he  hold  God,  re- 
ligion, virtue,  vice,  piety,  fenfuality,  the  prefent, 
the  future,  himfelf  and  his  fellow-creatures  for  that 
which  they  feverally  are,  and  for  which  every  mtelli- 
gent,  refl'jcling  perfon,  not  blindei!  by  fordid  lufts  and 
paffions,  muft  recognize  them  ?  Ah,  my  friends^ 
God,  who  is  pure  love,  whofe  dominion  is  effential 
grace,  the  idea  of  whom  is  life  and  felicity  to  every 
intelligent  mind,  is  to  the  finner  an  auftere  ruler,  a 
harfh  mafter,  a  terrible  judge,  to  whom  he  pays 
only  a  forced,  a  flavifh  obedience,  the  fentiment  of 
whom  rather  confounds  than  gladdens  him,  from 
whom  he  would  fain  be  concealed,  from  whofe  in- 
fpeftion  in  many,  many  hours  and  moments  of  his 
life  he  would  fain  withdraw.  God,  who  is  fo  highly 
exalted  above  everything  that  enters  into  the  notion 
of  imperfection  and  weaknefs,  who  is  effential  truth, 
holinefs  and  juftice,  is  but  too  frequently  in  the  eyes 
of  the  finner  a  limited,  capricious,  fallible  being, 
who  is  to  beappeafed  by  external  homages  and  hu- 
miliations, deceived  by  a  particular  femblance  of  de- 
votion • 
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jTCtion,  or  propitiated  by  bodily  penance,   by  gifts 
and  offerings.     Thus  does  he  hold  his  father,  the 
moil  benign  and  gracious  of  fathers,  for  his  enemy 
and  the  mod  perfect  being  for  a  feeble  creature  like 
himfelf.  —  Religion,  that  bleffed  band  of  connex- 
ion between  God  and  man,  that  pure,  exuberant 
iburce  of  light  and  confolation,  is  to  him  a  yoke  that 
he  bears  with  reluctance,  and  which  he  would  will- 
ingly (hake  off.     Virtue,  that  friend,  that  giver  of 
every  guiltlefs  and  fincere  delight,  that  faithful  con- 
dudrefs  through  all  the  labyrinths  of  life,  is  to  him 
an  auftere  exadirefs,  a  cruel  difturber  of  all  fatisfac- 
tion  and  pleafure.     Vice,  that  difgrace  to  humanity, 
that  peftilential  fource  of  grief  and  diftrefs,  of  bon- 
dage,   of  death  and  deftruftion,  is  to  him,  in  what- 
ever form  and  under  whatever  name  it  fways  him, 
the  full  ufe  of  his  liberty,  the  undifturbed  enjoyment 
of  life,  the  road  to  happinefs.    Devotion,  which 
diffufes  a  living  light  around  mankind,  caufes  them 
to  glow  with  the  fublimeft  fenfations,  unfolds  to 
them  the  fparkling  portals  of  the  celeftial  city, 
and  gives  them  by  anticipation  to  feel  what  they  may 
and  will  hereafter  be  in  a  fuperior  flate,  is  to  him  en- 
thufiafm  and  fuperftition.    The  pleafures  of  fenfe, 
on  the  other  hand,  which  fhould  only  be  means  to 
higher  ends,   and  whenever  they  are  not,  infallibly 
terminate  in  remorfe  and  mifery,  are  to  him  the  ul- 
timate aim  of  his  efforts,  the  compendium  of  hu- 
man happinefs.     And  mufl  he  not  very  often,  to 
iudge  from  his  behaviour,  miflake  the  tranfitory  for . 

the 


XjS  THE  FOLLY  OF  A  SINFUL  LIFE. 

the  intranfitoiy,  his  frail  and  deciduous  body  for  in* 
de(lru£Uble  or  reckon  his  immortal  fpirit  to  be  as  de- 
ciduous and  mortal  as  his  body,  the  prefent,  which 
lads  but  a  fhort  time,  as  of  more  confequence  than 
the  future,  which  endures  for  ever,  and  himfelf  as 
much  better  and  worthier  than  his  fellow-creatures, 
his  brethren  and  fifters  ?  But  can  we  call  a  man, 
who  thus  thinks  and  judges  concerning  the  mod  mo- 
mentous obje&s,  intelligent,  can  we  call  him  wife  ? 
Do  we  wrong  him,  if  we  place  him  in  the  chSs  of 
fools? 

It  is  farther  folly,  if  we  prefer  the  bad  to  the  good, 
the  worfe  to  the  better,  poifon  to  wholefome 
food,  death  to  life.  And  what  do  ye  elfe,  you, 
who  flill  lead  an  unchriftian,  fmfnl  life,  who  prefer 
iniquity  to  righteoufnefs,  vice  to  virtue,  thraldom 
to  liberty,  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  to  the  pleafures  of 
the  mind,  the  applaufe  of  the  world  to  the  teftimony 
of  a  good  confcience,  the  honour  which  is  of  men  to 
the  good  pleafure  of  God,  outward  decency  to  in- 
ward perfe6tion,  the  delights  of  the  world  to  a  hap- 
pinefs  that  will  never  end  ?  Can  the  wife  man,  when 
called  upon  to  chufe  between  fuch  objeds,  hefltate 
one  inftant  in  forming  his  refolution,  which  he  fhould 
prefer  to  the  other  ?  Ye  chufe  indeed  that,  which 
atthe  time  to  yeu  feems  the  beft.  But  have  ye  firft 
ferioufly  refleded  on  it  ?  Do  ye  confult  reafon  and 
confcience  on  the  occafion  ?  Do  ye  carefully  fet 
thefe  objefts  againft  one  another?  Do  ye  com- 
pare the  prefent  with  the  future  ?    Do  ye  chufe  that 

which 
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which  Will  profit  and  folace  you  not  only  at  prefent, 
but  alfo  in  the  future  life  ?  Do  ye  chufe  fo  as  that 
ye  need  not  be  afraid  that  ye  will  ever  repent  of 
your  choice  ?  The  wife  do  fo,  and  whoever  does 
not,  whoever  merely  follows  his  propenfity  at  the 
time,  is  decided  folely  by  his  lufts  and  appetites, 
and  looks  only  to  what  now,  at  this  moment,  at 
this  hour,  on  this  day  he  thinks  agreeable  or  difa- 
greeable,  profitable  or  noxious,  is  a  fool,  he  ads 
like  a  ihort-fighted,  crazy  perfon  who  is  fwayed  more 
by  fenfual,  animal  inftind  than  rational  confident* 
tion,  is  incapable  of  diftinguifhing  between  fern- 
blance  and  reality,  of  extending  his  view  beyond 
the  prefent  moment  and  of  comprehending  little  or 
nothing  with  his  mental  faculties. 

It  is  thirdly  a  proof  of  a  weak  underftanding,  it 
is  folly,  to  live  in  the  world  without  fome  certain, 
definite  purpofe,  to  have  adopted  no  juft  and  folid 
principles,  by  which  we  are  regulated  in  the  whole 
of  our  condud,  but  to  fubmit  to  be  governed  and 
driven  to  and  fro  merely  by  cafual,  precarious  ob- 
jeds.  And  can  ye  be  acquitted  of  this  folly,  fuch 
of  you  as  are  {till  in  vafl^lage  to  fin  and  vice,  ye 
who  have  not  yet  the  true  chriftian  temper  and  lead 
not  a  chriftian  life  ?  Have  ye  ever  once  ferioufly 
refieded  on  the  proper  end  of  your  terreftrial  exif- 
tence,  on  the  defign  of  your  capacities  and  faculties  ? 
Do  you  know,  do  you  confider,  to  what  purpofe 
you  are  placed  here,  for  what  prize  you  are  contend- 
ing, how  you  may  be  fure  of  reaching  the  goal  ?    Is 
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it  decided  and  proved  in  your  mind,  that  ye  are  not 
your  own,  but  God's,  that  you  are  not  to  ufe  the 
talents,  the  property,  the  time,  the  faculties,  that 
he  has  committed  to  you,  according  to  your  fmcy, 
but  according  to  his  will,  that  ye  are  not  formed 
folely  for  this,  but  for  a  better  world,  that  the  pre* 
fent  life  is  in  the  clofeft  connection  with  the  future 
life,  that  ye  are  not  here  for  the  lake  of  gratifying 
your  lulls,  or  for  becoming  rich  and  great  and  pow- 
erful, but  intelligent,  wife,  virtuous,  in  order  to 
qualify  yourfelves  by  wifdom  and  virtue  for  fellow- 
flup  with  God  and  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thus  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  an  evcrlafting  continuaUy  progreffive 
perfection  and  happine£s  ?  Are  fuch  the  principles 
on  which  you  regulate  the  whole  of  your  condufi  ? 
Is  this  the  objeft  which  ye  have  pei^etually  before 
your  eyes,  to  which  ye  are  always  ftriving  to  be  ad- 
vancing nearer  ?  Then  indeed  you  would  be  wife, 
wife  unto  falvation !  But  if  ye  ramble  abroad  in  the 
world  without  confideration,  without  refleCtioD,  not 
rightly  knowing  what  ye  would  have  and  what  not, 
inclined  now  this  way,  now  that,  to-day  think  thus, 
to-morrow  otherwife,  to-day  hold  rdUgion-and  virtue  * 
and  the  world  to  come  for  objeds  of  the  higheftim- 
portance,  and  to-morrow  entirely  lofe  fight  of  them 
or  even  make  them  the  fubjeds  of  fcom  and  deri- 
fion,  is  that  to  be  intelligent  and  wife  ?  —  or  if  ye 
would  conned  confli&ing  purpofes,  ad  upon  prin- 
ciples diametrically  oppofite,  if  ye  would  at  the  fame 
time  fulfil  the  will  of  God  and  the  will  of  your  lufts 

and 
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and  paffions,  fquare  your  conduft  by  the  prevailing 
faihion  of  the  world,  by  the, manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  great  unthinking  multitude  and  at  the 
fame  time  by  the  temper  and  example  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
enjoy  at  the  fame  time  the  furious,  wanton  revelry 
of  a  licentious,  diffolute  life,  and  the  pure,  calm 
pleafures  of  innocence  and  virtue,  if  ye  would  thus 
unite  righteoufnefs  with  unrighteoufnefs,  light  with 
darknefs,  or  in  regard  to  your  moft  important  con- 
cerns remain  always  undecided,  irrefolute,  or  if 
your  refolutions  and  exertions  depend  folely  on  the 
outward  circumftances  in  which  you  happen  to  be 
at  the  time,  on  the  company  you  are  with  at  this 
moment  or  the  next,  on  what  you  fee  and  hear  at 
this  time  or  at  that,  on  the  book  that  you  are  read- 
ing, on  the  tranfaftion  you  are  engaged  in,  and  then 
change  again  as  all  thefe  objefts  change,  as  if  the 
ftandard  of  morality  were  uncertain  and  variable, 
how  can  ye  pretend  in  the  flighted  degree  to  the  re- 
putation of  being  intelligent  and  wife!  How  can  ye  be 
furprifed  if  the  wifdom  in  our  text  fliould  fay  to  you  : 
How  long,  ye  fimple  ones,  will  ye  love  fimplicity  ? 

It  is  fourthly  a  defed  of  underftanding,  it  is  no 
doubt  folly,  to  propofe  certain  ends  and  views,  ve- 
hemently to  long  for  their  promotion  and  attain- 
ment, and  yet  not  to  employ  or  but  feldom  and 
negligently  to  employ  the  means  conducive  thereto. 
One  end  we  have  all  of  us  in  view  j  which  we  all 
wifli  to  attain  :  and  that  is  happinefs.  To  be  happy, 
is  the  wifli  both  of  the  fmner  and  the  faint,  of  the  vi- 
cious and  the  virtuous.     But  which  of  the  two  em- 
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ploys  the  proper,  the  bed  means  to  attain  it  ?  Which 
of  the  two,  think  ye,  deferves  in  this  refpe£t  the 
epithet  of  wife  ?     The  finner,  who  feeks  his  happi- 
nefs  without  him  and  therefore  makes  it  to  depend 
on  numberlefs  objefts  that  are  not  in  his  power, 
which  he  cannot  obtain  or  not  preferve  ;  or  the  vo- 
tary of  virtue,  who  feeks  it  in  himfelf,  in  that  which 
is  himfelf,  in  the  qualities  that  adorn  his  mind  and 
his  heart,  and  which  nothing  can  ravifh  from  him  ? 
Which  of  the  two  will  mod  certainly  reach  his  aim, 
mod  completely  affuage  his  third  for  happinefs,  the 
(inner,  who  is  in  qued  of  mere  fenfual,   groveling, 
evanefcent  pleafures,  the  fources  whereof  are  pre- 
sently exhauded,  the  memory  whereof  is  generally 
bitter  and  difgraceful,  the  enjoyment  whereof  fo  of- 
ten and  fo  foon  ends  in  pain  and  difquietude  ^  or  the 
virtuous   man,  who   places  his  fatisfadtion  in  the 
knowledge  of  truth,  in  judice  and  beneficence,  in  the 
advancement  of  his  fpiritual  perfeftion,  in  having  fel- 
lowfliip  with  God  and  with  Jefus  Chrid,  in  the  blilsful 
profpeft  of  a  better  world,  delights  which  are  never 
attended  either  by  repentance  orfurfeit,  and  which 
are  no  lefs  inexhaudible  than  pure  ?     Which  of  the 
two  in  the  profecution  of  his  aim  goes  more  furely 
to  work,  may  more  affuredly  promife  himfelf  the  at- 
tainment of  it,  the  fmncr,  who  places  his  hope  and 
his  confidence  oi>  mere  tranfitory,  deciduous  objefts, 
which  to-day  are,  and  to-morrow  ceafe  to  be,  which 
to-day  he  may  enjoy  and  fo- morrow  can  no  longer 
poffefs  J  or  the  good  man,  who  places  them  on  God, 
the  Eternal  and  Immutable,  whofe  grace  and  favour 

are 
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are  a  never  feiling  fount  of  life  and  felicity  ?  '^The 
finner,  who  lives  and  is  happy  only  in  the  prefent, 
which  paffes  away  like  a  dream,  and  with  it  lofes  his 
all,  becaufe  he  has  no  tafte  for  fatisfaftions  of  a  fupe- 
rior  cad  ;  or  the  good  man,  who  indeed  like  wife 
enjoys  the  vifible  and  the  prefent  with  prudent  mo- 
deration, but  at  the  fame  time  is  laying  up  treafures 
for  futurity,  and  capacitating  himfelf  by  faith  and 
virtue  for  heavenly,  divine  fatisfafUons  ?  Which 
of  the  two  in  (hort  is  even  at  prefent  more  contented 
and  pleafed,  the  finner  who  gratifies  his  paflions  and 
in  the  moment  while  he  gratifies  them  fondly  ima- 
gines that  he  has  all  he  could  wilh,  but  afterwards 
fooner  or  later  is  perfecuted  by  the  fentiment  of  his 
worn  out  faculties,  of  his  bartered  innocence,  of  his 
accumulated  guilt,  by  Ihame  and  confufion,  by  dif- 
guft  and  reproaches  ;  or  the  good  man,  who  con- 
trouls  himfelf,  is  mafter  of  his  temper,  and  then  at 
all  times,  even  in  eternity,  finds  in  the  remembrance, 
of  his  conqueft,  in  the  fentiment  of  his  force  and  his 
dignity  the  mod  glorious  reward  of  his  fidelity  ? 
Who  does  not  fee  from  this  comparifon,  that  the 
good  man  alone  afts  the  part  of  a  fage,  atid  as  fuch 
with  furer  fteps  advances  towards  his  mark,  and 
that  the  finner,  the  man  who  thinks  and  lives  unlike 
a  chriftian,  is  a  fool,  who  muft  neceflarily  fail  of 
his  end,  becaufe  he  takes  fuch  a  courfe  for  reaching 
it,   as  always  carries  him  farther  from  it  ?     . 

It  is  fifthly  a  proof  of  a  weak,  k  crazy  intelleft,  it 
is  manifeft  folly,  to  employ  great  powers,  for  pro- 
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ducing  trivial  efFefts,  to  treat  trifles  with  extreme  feri- 
oufnefs,  and  important  matters  with  levity.  Thus  to 
the  child  and  to  the  imbecillity  of  fecond  childhood 
toys  and  puppetfhows  are  all  in  all,  and  nothing, 
even  though  it  concerned  the  final  cataftrophe  of  his 
own  life,  or  the  downfall  of  nations,  comes  into  any 
the  flighted  confideration  with  him.     And  can  you 
be  acquitted  of  this  folly,  ye  who  lead  an  unchriftian 
life,  who  are  entirely  carnal,  and  earthly  minded  ? 
What  means  do  ye  negleft  for  relieving  your  cor- 
poreal wants  and  fupplying  the  demands  of  your 
ftation,  for  pampering  your  body  and  decking  it  in 
coftly  attire,  for  increafing  your  property,  for  accu- 
mulating treafures  for  yourfelf  and  your  family,  for 
acquiring  or  maintaining  a  certain  confequence  in  fo- 
ciety,  for  carrying  to  eflfeft  fome  particular  projefts 
of  temporal  grandeur  and  happinefs,  for  enjoying 
and  multiplying  and  diverfifying  your  entertainments, 
for  playing  a  fliining  part  in  the  world,  or  in  the  nar- 
rower circle  of  your  acquaintance  and  countrymen, 
for  maintaining  your  poflfeflions  and  rights,  for  vindi- 
cating your  honour,  and  aflerting  your  rank  ?  What 
pains,  what  labour  in  thefe  refpefts  do  ye  grudge  ? 
What  ferious  confiderations  do  ye  not  engage  in  about 
them  ?     With  what  care  and  caution  ye  proceed ! 
What  driving,  what  wreftling  and  running,  how 
qvery  thing  is  fet  in  motion !   And  what  then  after  all 
are  thefe  repafts,  thefe  cloaths,  thefe  entertainments, 
this  property,  thefe  difliinftions,  this  pomp,  thefe 
pofieflions,  thefe  rights  ?    Are  they  of  fuch  vaft  im- 
portance 
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portance  as  to  deferve  the  application  of  all  your 
capacities  and  powers,  all  your  time  to  the  acquifition, 
the  fecurity,  the   enjoyment  of  them  ?     Are  they 
really  worth  the  utmoft  aftivity  of  a  rational,  an 
immortal,  a  godlike  intelligence  I    Have  they  not 
more  femblance  than  reality  ?     Mult  ye  not  be  de- 
prived of  them  one  day  or  another  ?   Can  you  carry 
any  of  them  with  you  into  the  grave,  or  into  the 
future  world  ?     What  then  is  the  meaning  of  fuch 
great,  fuch  extenfive  preparatives  made  at  a  venture, 
fuch  ftrenuous  exertions  after  objefts  that  are  fo  to- 
tally infignificant  in  themfelves,  and  are  of  fo  fhort 
duration  ?  —  —  What  meafures  on  the  other  hand 
do  ye  take  about  that  which  is  the  moft  important 
concern  of  all  ?    For  the  perfeftion  of  your  immor- 
tal fpirit  ?  What  do  ye  for  becoming  wife,  virtuous, 
well-pleafing  to  God,  capable  of  everlafting  happi- 
nefs  ?     How  much  time,  how  much  refleftion,  how 
much  ferioufnefs,  how  much  energy  do  ye  apply  to 
this  purpofe  ?     You  fometimes  attend  divine  wor- 
fhip,  pray  fometimes,  occafionally  receive  the  holy 
facrament,  read  fometimes,  but  how  often  or  how 
feldom,  in  the  facred  writings,  beftow  your  alms 
liberally  fometimes,  fometimes  turn  your  thoughts  on 
God,  caft  a  glance  towards  heaven,  wifli  fometimes 
that  you  were  better,  more  godly,  and  even  intend 
It  at  fome  future  time ;  and  then  all  thefe  concerns 
are  provided  for,  then  you  have  nothing  further  to 
do  with  them  for  the  remainder  of  your  life,  then 
again  whole  days  and  weeks  pafs  by  without  once 

M  3  employ- 


1 66  THE  FOLLY  OF  A  SINFUL  LIFE. 

employing  your  mind  and  your  heart  about  them. 
Is  not. this  however  a  wafte  of  one's  faculties  ?  Is  not 
this  to  treat  trifles  with  the  greateft  ferioufnefs,  and 
the  moft  important  objects  with  unwarrantable  le- 
vity ?     And  is  not  that  a  glaring  folly  ? 

It  is  fixthly  folly,  it  is  downright  abfurdity,  to  be* 
lieve  certain  points,  or  to  acknowledge  them  to  be 
true,  and  yet  not  to  aft  in  conformity  with  that  be- 
lief.    If  any  one  fhould  take  into  his  fton^ach,  what 
he  himfelf  holds  to  be  poifon  ;   if  another  remains 
'  calmly  and  immovably  fitting  in  a  houfe,  which  he 
believes  to  be  all  on  fire  j  if  a  third  implicitly  trulls 
to  a  perfon,  whom  he  thinks  his  greateft  enemy : 
fhould  we  not  pronounce  them  all  to  be  fools,  per* 
fons  who  had  loft  their  wits,  and  were  out  of  their 
mind  ?     And  how  do  we  diflfer  from  them,   my 
friends,  in  leading  an  unchriftian,  a  finful  life  ?  Does 
not  our  life  as  manifeftly  contradict  our  belief  ?   Do 
we  not  direftly  the  reverie  of  what  agreeably  to  our 
faith,  we  ought  to  do  ?  We  believe  in  an  omnifcient, 
onmiprefent  deity,  and  we  are  not  afraid  of  finning 
in  his  prefence,  and  we  think  of  deceiving  him  by 
hypocritical  words  and   geftures!     We  believe  in- 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  uho  is  our 
deliverer,  our  faviour,  our  lord  and  king,  and  who 
hereafter  will  be  our  judge,  and  we  love  him  not, 
we*  obey  him  not,  we  refufe  to  form  ourfelves  upon 
his  temper  and  pattern,  by  a  conduct  at  enmity 
with  his  win  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  danger  of 
being  confounded  and  condemned  hereafter  by  him ! 

We 
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We  believe  that  fin  is  difpleafing  to  God,  that  it  is 
the  deftruftion  of  mankind,  and  we  fin  wittingly  and 
wilfully  let  the  confequences  be  what  they  will !  We 
believe,  that  a  day  of  judgment  awaits  us,  and  that 
then  every  one  will  be  recompenfed  according  to  his 
works,  and  yet  we  do  fo  many  more  evil  than  good 
works,  and  yet  we  concern  ourfelves  fo  little  about 
how  we  fhall  be  able  to  abide  that  judgment !  We 
believe,  that  our  foul  is  immortal,  and  that  we  are 
called  to  a  never  ending  happinefs,  and  yet  we  do  fo 
little  to  render  ourfelves  fufceptible  of  that  happinefs, 
and  to  prepare  our  immortal  foul  for  a  bleffed,  a 
glorious  portion  in  that  future  world !  Can  we  call 
this  however  anything  but  a  glaring  inconfiftency  ? 
And  can  we  be  thus  inconfiftent,  without  a£Ung 
fooliflily  ? 

It  is  again  folly,  my  pious  hearers,  to  pretend  to 
be  rich,  healthy,  happy,  while  we  are  not  fo.  Who 
would  not  pity  the  fon  of  the  vaffal,  boafting  of  his 
grand  extraction,  the  beggar  bragging  of  his  exten- 
five  poffeflions,  the  emaciated  patient  vaunting'  his 
ftrength,  and  pronounce  them  to  be  out  of  their 
fenfes  ?  And  are  not  ye  guilty  of  the  fame  folly  in 
more  important  matters,  all  ye  who  lead  a  finful  un- 
chriftian  life  ?  Ye  boaft  of  being  children  of  the 
Higheft,  and  of  bearing  his  image,  and  yet  are  the 
fervante  of  fin,  and  the  flaves  of  your  paflions.  Ye 
boaft  of  being  votaries  and  adherents  of  the  meek, 
gentle,  peaceable,  placable,  God-devoted,  heavenly- 
minded  Jefus,  and  yet  fubmit  to  the  domination  of. 
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pride,  vanity,  hatred,  malice,  to  the  government  of 
a  worldly,  carnal  mind.  Ye  pretend  to  be  fpiritually 
found  and  ftrong,  and  yet  utter  diforder  reigns  in 
your  heart  and  mind,  and  yet  you  are  deficient  in 
the  vital  knowledge  and  firm  belief  of  the  truth,  in 
inclination  and  energy  to  generous,  honourable 
deeds,  and  yet  fubmit  to  be  hurried  away  by  every 
temptation  to  fm  and  are  prefently  weary  of  ftrug- 
gling  againft  iniquity.  Ye  reckon  yourfelves  happy, 
and  yet  dare  not  thoroughly  probe  your  hearts,  and 
confider  your  condition,  and  carry  about  with  you  a 
wounded  confcience,  and  have  no  right  to  confole 
,  yourfelves  with  the  favour  and  complacency  of  God, 
on  whom  however  the  whole  of  our  happinefs  de- 
pends, and  muft  neceffarily  be  terrified  at  the  idea 
of  death,  and  its  confequences,  as  menacing  the 
overthrow  of  your  wretched,  fallacious  happinefs ! 
What  illufions,  my  pious  hearers,  what  felf-deceit ! 
Can  a  man  fo  deceive  himfelf,  and  fo  miftake  his 
real  condition,  and  yet  be  in  his  right  mind  ? 

It  is  in  fhort  folly  and  ftupidity,  if  we  know,  or 
may  and  ought  to  know,  ourfelves  to  be  in  danger, 
and  do  nothing  or  not  all  we  are  able,  to  avoid  that 
danger.  And  what  various  and  imminent  dangers  en- 
viron you,  ye  who  lead  an  unchriftian,  a  finful  life, 
and  yet  are  fo  indolent  and  fecure !  Ye  are  every 
moment  in  danger,  of  being  hurried  by  your  inordi^ 
nate,  violent  paflions,  to  the  commiflion  of  the  moft 
flagitious  anions,  aflions  at  which  you  would  now 
dart  with  horror  j  and  yet  you  allow  thefe  paflions 

to 
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to  exercife  an  uulimited  authority  over  you,  and  do 
little  or  nothing  for  controuling  their  fway,  which 
ought  to  be  day  and  night  your  mod  momentous 
bufinefs.  Ye  are  in  danger  of  entirely  lofmg  your 
liberty,  and  of  plunging  into  the  wretchedeft,  the 
cruelleft  bondage,  and  by  every  repetition  of  fin  this 
danger  is  increafed ;  and  yet  you  go  on  doing  the 
evil  you  have  been  doing  all  along,  thus  daily 
increafing  the  difficulty  of  ever  recovering  your 
liberty.  Ye  may  to-day  or  to-morrow  be  deprived 
of  all  your  temporal  poffeffions  and  honours,  all  that 
is  dear  and  valuable  to  you  in  this  worid ;  and  yet 
ye  are  not  making  intereft  for  any  better  poffeffions, 
any  nobler,  more  lading  diftinclions,  which  may  be 
an  equivalent  for  this  lofs,  and  compenfate  you  for 
it.  Ye  are  mortal  beings,  not  one  hour,  not  a  mo- 
ment fecure  from  the  danger  of  death,  and  yet  ye 
give  yourfelves  no  trouble  to  make  up^our  minds 
for  that  folemn  hour,  for  that  decifive  moment,  in 
preparing  yourfelves  for  this  unfpeakably  important 
change,  and  affuring  yourfelves  of  an  eligible  portion 
in  the  world  to  come.  Is  this  to  be  called  afting 
judicioufly,  or  fooliftily  ?  Is  it  the  glory  and  fecurity 
of  the  fage,  or  the  apathy  of  the  lunatic  ?  Oh  how 
juftly  may  wifdom  addrefs  the  perfons  who  fo  think 
and  ad  ;  Forfake  the  foolifli,  and  live,  and  go  in  the 
way  of  underftanding :  how  long,  ye  fimple  ones, 
will  ye  love  fimplicity  ?  Surely,  my  dear  audience, 
an  unchriftian,  finful  life  is  the  groffefl:  infatuation, 
the  abfurdeft  of  all  follies. 

And 
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And  fo  fenfelefsly,  fo  fooHflily  have  we  all,  more 
oif  lefs,  thought  and  afted,  all  of  us,  who  are  here 
affembled  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to  humble  our- 
felves  before  him,  to  implore  his  pardon,  and  to  vow 
•  to  him  amendment  of  life.  Not  one  of  us,  my  bre- 
thren, who  has  not  more  than  once  declined  from 
the  paths  of  wifdom,  and  how  many,  ah  how  many, 
who  have  never  yet  trod  thofe  paths,  who  are  ftill 
finners  in  the  ftrifteft  fenfe  of  the  word !  Oh  let 
us  take  the  firfl:  ftep  to  wifdom,  by  confefling  our 
folly  !  Woe  to  him,  who  has  finned,  who  ftill  leads 
a  finful  life  at  enmity  with  the  divine  will,  and  will 
not  yet  confefs,  will  not  own  that  he  has  afted,  and 
ftill  afts  foolilhly.  A  fool,  who  thinks  himfclf  wife, 
what  a  wretched  and  forlorn  creature !  Uncon- 
cerned and  fecurely  he  marches  along  the  path  of 
folly,  more  and  more  eafily  beguiled  by  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  fin,  more  and  more  infenfible  to  the  warn- 
ings of  his  teacher,  of  his  friend,  of  his  confcience,  of 
his  God,  adds  fin  to  fin,  folly  to  folly,  and  wakes  not 
from  his  dream,  till  he  is  fo  overpowered  by  fliame 
and  mifery,  that  he  can  no  longer  efcape  them. 

No,  let  us  now  be  afhamed  of  our  folly,  while  this 
fliame  may  be  falutary  to  us.  Let  us  ftand  confound- 
ed before  God,  who  has  afforded  us  fo  many  capa- 
cities and  means,  for  being  wife,  and  for  continually 
condufting  ourfelves  more  wifely.  The  non-em- 
ployment, and  the  mif-employment  of  thefe  capacities 
and  means,  the  guilt  of  ingratitude  which  we  have 
contraflied  towards  our  creator  and  father,  the  great 
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diffimilarity,  the  manifeft  oppofition,  thence  arifing 
between  him  and  us,  our  diftant  retroceffion  from  the 
goal  of  perfection,  and  from  him,  the  primordial  fount 
of  light  and  happinefs,  fhould  fmk  us  to  the  ground 
before  him,  thoroughly  pervade  us  with  fhame  and 
remorfe,  and  put  into  our  mouths  the  language  of  the 
penitent :  I  am  afraid,  o  God,  to  lift  my  eyes  unto 
thee,  for  I  have  refufed  to  hear  thy  voice,  thy  call 
to  wifdom  and  felicity,  have  liftened  to  the  enticing 
voice  of  fin,  have  allowed  myfelf  to  be  dazzled  by 
her  deceitful  charms,  trufted  her  lying  promifes,  and 
am  fallen  on  the  way  of  folly  and  mifety.  Let  us 
however  be  fo  afhamed  of  our  folly,  my  dear  friends, 
as  men  are  aftiamed  of  it  who  are  aftually  brought  to 
refleftion,  to  better  fentiments,  to  felf-know  ledge,  to 
fome  fenfe  of  our  loft  or  fullied  dignity,  who  are 
really  become  attentive  to  the  call  of  wifdom,  and 
refolved  to  follow  it.  To  acknowledge,  confefs,  la- 
ment that  we  have  a£led  foolifhly,  and  then  aft  again 
in  like  manner,  how  deeply  muft  it  degrade  and  dif- 
grace  a  human  creature,  what  tortures  of  fruitlefs 
repentance  muft  it  prepare  for  him  hereafter !  No, 
my  dear  friends,  may  every  one  of  us  now,  while  fur- 
rounded  by  a  fomewhat  clearer  light,  open  his  eyes 
to  it,  by  the  brightnefs  of  it  fearch  into  his  heart  and 
his  conduft,  tell  himfelf  diredtly,  how  and  in  what 
inftances  he  in  particular  has  afted  fooliftily,  of  what 
fins  and  failings  he  in  particular  is  guilty,  what 
in  his  fentiments  and  in  his  condud  particularly  mili- 
tates with  wifdom,  with  the  will  of  God,  with  the 

chriftian 
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chriftian  temper,  and  then  may  we  exclaim :  No,  fin 
fhall  no  more  beguile  me.  Sin  is  ftupidity,  is  folly. 
Her  promifos  are  lies ;  her  pleafures  are  extremely 
fallacious,  are  fooner  or  later  fources  of  pain  and  re- 
morfe ;  her  benefits  have  more  of  femblance  than 
reality  ;  her  charms  can  only  impofe  on  the  fliort- 
fighted.  O  truth,  wifdom,  divine  truth,  chriftian 
wifdom,  ye,  ye  fhall  be  the  guides  of  my  future  life, 
rejeft  not  with  difdain  the  wretch  who  has  hitherto 
not  known  you,  and  flighted  your  fummons  to  hap- 
pinefs,  let  my  path  be  brightened  by  your  light,  your 
counfel  guide  my  fteps,  your  fpirit  revive  and 
ftrengthen,  admonifli,  chaften,  alarm  me,  whenever 
my  feet  approach  fome  crooked  path,  or  my  ear  is 
ftruck  by  the  fafcinating  voice  of  fin  and  vanity,  at 
fuch  moments  let  the  idea  of  God  and  of  futurity,  of 
what  as  a  man  and  a  chriftian,  I  am  and  am  intended 
to  be  and  to  become,  fhake  my  very  foul,  and  fright 
me  back  from  the  way  of  folly  and  perdition*  May 
your  gentleft  whifpers  be  audible  at  all  times,  your 
diftates  ever  facred  to  me,  may  they  conduft  me  on 
the  path  of  chriftian  virtue  to  peace  of  mind,  that 
balm  of  life,  to  fatisfadion  and  felicity  ! 


SERMON   XLI. 


The  Infamy  of  a  Sinful  Courfe  of  Life. 


f^  OD,  who  art  our  creator  and  our  father,  thou 
^^  haft  crowned  us,  thy  children,  with  glory  and 
honour,  elevated  us  to  the  rank  of  rational  creatures, 
endowed  us  with  capacities  and  difpofitions  for  great 
undertakings,  for  generous  and  noble  exploits,  and 
made  us  but  little  inferior  to  the  angels.     We  are 
thy  offspring,  derive  our  origin  from  thee,  bear  thy 
image,  are  thy  children,  are  immortal.     We  have  in 
thy  fon  Jefus,  a  relative,  a  brother,  who  became  in 
all  things  like  unto  us,  who  for  the  reftoration  of 
our  dignity  came  upon  earth,  lived  among  mankind 
and  facrificed  himfelf  for  them,  and  who  intends  to 
raife  us  with  him  to  that  perfeftion  and  felicity, 
which  he  poffeffes  in  heaven.     O  God,  what  might 
we  not  all  be  and  become,  if  we  underftood  how 
properly  to  prize  and  to  ufe  our  privileges,  if  we 
were  never  unmindful  of  our  extraftion  and  our 
deftination !     But  how  (hould  we  be  covered  with 
fliame   and  confufion  at  this  idea,  which  ought  to 
infpire  us  with  the  fublimeft  joy  !     How  little  are 
we  that,  which  we  fhould  and  might  be !     How 
greatly  weakened,  enervated,  decayed,  degraded  are 
we  yet  by  fin !     How  hard  the  yoke  of  it  bears  upon 
us !    How  far  do  our  temper  and  life  remove  us 
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from  thee,  our  father,  and  from  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
firft-bom  brother  !  Oh  that  our  criminal  frailty, 
our  voluntary  degradation,  might  ftare  us  full  in  the 
face,  and  fill  our  hearts  with  the  profoundeft  inward 
fentiment  of  fliame,  but  alfo  with  the  moft  aftive  im- 
pulfe  to  raife  ourfelves  again  to  thee  and  to  the  dig- 
nity of  thy  children,  to  burft  every  tie  of  bondage 
and  to  drive  after  fubftantial  honour,  after  chriftian 
perfeftion  !  Blefs  therefore  to  this  end  the  confi- 
derations,  which  are  now  to  employ  us.  Teach  us 
to  perceive  and  abhor  fm  as  the  moft  infamous  of  all 
infamous  things,  and  grant  that  this  abhorrence 
may  fhield  us  againft  all  its  temptations  and  wles, 
O  thou  that  heareft  prayer  receive  our  petitions. 
Thy  facrifices,  o  God,  are  a  broken  fpirit,  a  broken 
and  a  contrite  heart  thou  vnlt  not  defpife.  Let  our 
contemplations  be  attended  with  an  affimilating  and 
-  transforming  power :  we  implore  it  of  thee  in  the 
name  of  our  lord  and  faviour  Jefus  Chrift  and  fum  up 
our  requefts  in  the  words  which  in  his  gracious  con- 
defcenfion  he  taught  us  to  ufe.     Our  father,  &c. 

ROMANS  VI,  20, 21. 

When  ye  vrcrc  the  fervants  of  fin,  ye  were  free  from  rlghtcouf- 
nefs.  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofc  things  whereof  ye  arc 
now  afliamcd  ? 

T"HE  dread  of  ftiame  is  common  to  all  mankind  — 
is  in  every  human  breaft  a  ftronger  or  weaker 
principle  of  conduck  —  it  incites  all  to  many  ac- 
tions which  they  otherwifc  would  not  do,  and  reftnuns 
them  from  many  which  they  otherwife  would  not  leave 
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undone.  To  whom  is  it  totally  indiflferent,  how  he  is 
looked  upon,  what  we  think  of  him,  what  opinion  we . 
entertain  of  his  behaviour,  whether  we  efteem  him  or 
not  ?  This  dread  of  (hame  is  implanted  in  our  hearts 
by  the  creator  himfelf.  But  how  wrong  the  diredion 
that  has  been  given  it  by  prejudices,  examples  and 
vices  !  How  erroneous  the  judgment  of  the  multi- 
tude concerning  what  confers  honour  or  difgrace, 
what  merits  praife  or  blame  !  How  often  are  we 
not  more  alhamed  of  good  than  ill !  How  often  do 
we  feek  our  glory  in  our  fhame !  And  in  faft,  my 
pious  hearers,  were  it  not  fo,  how  could  a  man  be 
fo  tranquil  and  eafy  in  the  fervice  of  fm  and  vice  ? 
Muft  he  not  inwardly  blufli  at  himfelf;  muft  he  not 
be  afliamed  before  Qod  and  the  world  ?  Muft  he 
not  with  downcaft  eyes  and  bafliful  looks  purfue  the 
way  which  he  chufes  to  walk  ?  For  this  is  certain, 
fm  is  difgraceful  to  man,  a  finful,  vicious  life  is  an 
infamous  life  —  it  is  fo  even  when  free  from  grofe 
and  flagrant  crimes !  How  happy  (hould  I,  how 
happy  would  you  be,  my  chriftian  auditors,  if  I  were 
able  to  convince  you  all  of  what  I  here  advance, 
could  fet  it  in  a  perfpicuous  light  before  you  ! 

We  lately  pointed  out  to  you  the  folly  of  a  finful, 
unchriftian  courfe  of  life  ;  and  to-day  we  intend  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  infamy  of  fuch  a  courfe  of 
life.  Indeed  they  are  both  clofely  linked  together : 
folly  is  infamous  and  induces  infamy ;  neither  can 
well  be  conceived  without  the  other.  However,  we 
may  ftill  confider  an  unchriftian,  finful  courfe  of 

life 
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life  on  divers  fides,  on  which  the  infkmy  of  it  is 
more  ftriking  ;  and  this  we  will  by  the  divine  alfifi:- 
ance  do  at  prefent. 

The  apoftle  Paul  in  our  text  reprefents  the  life  of 
a  man,  who  fubmits  to  the  domination  of  fin,  on 
this  very  fide.  When  ye  were  the  fervants  of  fin, 
fays  he  to  chriftians,  ye  were  free  from  righteoufnefs, 
ye  would  not  fubmic  to  be  reftrained  by  its  laws, 
paid  no  deference  to  its  authority  and  injunftions, 
followed  blindly  your  lufts  and  paffions.  But  what 
fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things  ?  What  were  the 
confequences  of  that.lawlcfs  diffolute  life  ?  Such  as 
ye  are  forced  to  be  aftiamed  of  now.  So  it  is,  my 
dear  friends,  fin  deceives  a  man :  it  flatters  his  love 
of  liberty  and  throws  him  into  bondage  :  it  promifes 
him  honour  and  rewards  him  with-fhame.  A  finful 
life  is  an  infamous  life.  And  this  is  what,  after 
making  a  brief  preliminary  remark,  I  now  defign  to 
fhew  you. 

When  I  fpeak  of  the  infamy  of  a  finful  courfe  of 
life,  my  pious  hearers,  by  fuch  a  life  I  mean  not 
merely  a  life  branded  by  manifeft  and  fhocking 
enormities,  by  heinous  crimes,  by  odious  vices,  ftig- 
matifed  by  all  mankind.  Nobody  doubts  that  it  is  in- 
famous to  rob,  to  fteal,  to  murder,  to  be  addifted 
to  drunkennefs,  to  feduce  innocence,  to  commit 
perjury  and  the  like.  Thcfe  are  vices  and  crimes, 
in  behalf  of  which  nobody  has  a  word  to  offer,  which 
among  all  civilized  nations  are  attended  with  public, 
judicial  infamy.     No,  by  a  finful,  unchriftian  life, 

I  mean 
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I  me^fuch  a  life  as  is  not  regulated  by  the  prind** 
pies  of  religion  and  of  chriftianity  but  by  the  prin* 
ciples  and  ufages  of  the  people  of  this  world,  with 
whom  the  predominant  affe&ions  are  depraved, 
their  principal  views  vain  and  worldly  ;  with  whom 
it  b  of  greater  .ccm&quence  to  comply  with  their 
lufts  and  appetites,  than  to  comply  with  the  will  of 
God  ;  to  provide  for  their  external  welfare,  than 
for  the  improvement  and  perfedtion  of  their  mind, 
more  for  their  promotion  and  their  amnfement  in 
the  prefent,  than  for  their  portion  in  the  fiiture 
world :  whether  they  moreover  purfue  an  ofienfive 
or  an  inoffeniive  courfe,  and  commit  or  refrain  from 
flagrant  crimes.  Concerning  fuch  a  mode  of  think- 
ing and  a&ing  I  affirm,  that  it  is  an  infamous  mode 
of  thinking  and  afting,  difgraceful  both  to  the  man 
and  the  chriftian,  and  this  I  will  now  endeavour 
more  circumilantially  to  fhew  you,  and  therdsj 
awaken  you  to  alter  and  corred  fuch  a  life. 

It  is  firft  infamous,  to  ad  contrary  to  our  nature,  to 
our  flation,  to  our  deftination  and  to  be  and  to  do 
direftly  the  reverie  of  what,  in  virtue  of  thefe  re^ 
tions,  we  ought  to  be  and  to  do.  Do  we  not  reckon 
it  difgracefu}  in  a  man  for  the  fordid  love  of  lucre  to 
force  the  members  of  his  body  out  of  their  nstm^ 
iituation,  to  weaken,  to  crook,  to  diflocate,  to  d]£> 
tort,  to  cripple,  to  maim  them,  in  order  that  by  ex^ 
traordinary  geftures,  unnatural  and  dangerous  atti- 
tudes, poflures  and  gefticulations,  by  difficult,  but 
totally  lifelefs,  arts  to  divert  the  fpedators  and  thui 
to  gain  a  livelihood  ?    And  who  would  not  de^ife 
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the  monarchy  who,  negledittg  his  r^;al  fanBaooSf 
(hould  occnpy  himfelf  in  things,  which  die  meaneft 
of  his  i^aflkls  could  perfonn  as  well  as  he  ?  Who 
would  not  defpife  the  hdr  apparent,  who,  deftined 
to  govern  and  to  blefs  nations  entire,  confumes  his 
beflt  years  and  Acuities  in  childifh  paftimes  or  in 
low  voluptuoufiiefs,  and  afterwards  when  he  ac- 
cedes to  the  throne,  has  neither  knowledge  nor  in- 
clination, nor  fpirit  for  the  afiairsof  his -exalted  fta- 
tion,  nor  capacity  for  enjoying  the  real  advaxltages 
of  it  ?  And  is  not  this  the  cafe,  is  not  this,  die  in- 
fiony  of  all  thofe  who  lead  a  finful,  unchriftian  courfe 
of  life  ?  Or  is  perhaps  fuch  a  life  confident  with  their 
nature,  is  it  conliftent  with  their  ftation  here  on  earth, 
is  it  confiftent  with  their  deftinadon  in  the  world  to 
come? 

Thy  nature,  o  man,  is  noble  •—  is  far  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  beafts  of  the  field.  Reafon  is  its  prero- 
gadve  :  virtue  its  dignity :  fimilarity  with  God  its 
gbry.  Thy  capaddesare  great;  thy  intelled  capa- 
ciotis ;  thy  heart  fenfible  and  fufcepdble  of  vaft  en- 
joyments ;  thy  force  can  execute  much,  operate  to 
a  great  extent.  And  what  doft  thou  in  leading  a 
fiofiil  life,  an  unchriftian  life  ?  Thou  degradefl  and 
difgraceftthy  nature*  Thy  reafon  is  compelled 
to  obey  thy  fenfes,  which  thou  haft  in  common 
with  the  brutes ;  thy  underftanding  is  prefled  into 
the  fervipe  of  error  and  vice :  thy  heart  is  forced  to 
put  up  with .  vile  and  finful  gradficadons,  which  al- 
ways leave  it  empty  and  cannot  appeafe  its  longing 
after .  happinefe :  thy  ftrength  is  wafted  on  imperd- 
•  .  ntnt 
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nent  tribes,  in  idlene&,  in  wickednefs  —  thou  art 
more  and  more  milike  thy  creator — and  thy  nobleft 
capaedes  remain  undeveloped  or  are  ruined  by 
abufe. 

Thy  ftation  here  on  earth  is  important,  o  man, 
and  thy  deftination  in  the  future  world  is  grand. 
Here  thou  art  defigned  to  affert  the  honour  of  huma- 
nity, the  dignity  of  a  child  of  God,  of  a  chriftian  — 
art  to  become  wife  and  virtuous,  to  exercife  thyfelf 
in  jultice  and  beneficence,  to  acquire  a  tafte  for  re^ 
fined  fatisia£Uons,  to  qualify  thyfelf  for  higher  digni* 
ties ;  and  there  thou  art,  in  proportion  to  thy  fide- 
lity, to  be  promoted,  recompenfed,  blefled,  placed 
over  many  others,  employed  in  more  important  af- 
hirs  and  advanced  from  one  fbge  of  perfeOion  to 
another. 

But  doft  thou  this,  art  thou  this,  durft  thou  pro- 
mife  thyfelf  this,  if  thou  leadefi  an  unchriftian,  finful 
life,  if  thou  k>okeft  folely  at  the  prefent  and  not  at 
the  future,  if  thou  art  now  the  flave  of  thy  lulls  and 
paflions,  if  truth  and  wif4om  and  virtue  are  to  thee 
indifierent  or  not  the  moil:  momentous  obje&s,  if . 
thou  art  greedier  of  wealth,  fonder  of  empty  ho- 
nours, than  of  fpiritual,  perma^ent  perfedion,  art 
more  eager  after  riotous,  fhipefying  pleafures,  than 
for  the  complacency  of  thy  God^  than  for  thd 
xi^emblance  and  fellowflup  of  thy  leader  and  chie& 
tain  Jefus  Chrift,  than  for  the  happinefs  of  the  life 
tp  come  ?  Canft  thou  purfue  fuch  a  train  of  thought 
and  conduct)  without  oppofition  to  thy  nature,  thy 
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flation,  the  proper  end  of  thy  bang,  without  di£» 
gracing  thyfdf  ?  Mufl:  thou  not  have  been  differ* 
ently  conftituted,  defigned  for  different  purpofes, 
and  have  been  placed  in  different  relations  j  mufl: 
thou  not  at  leaft  pafs  thy  life  among  totally  igno- 
rant, uninformed  perfons,  perfons  incapable  of  any 
better  fentiments  and  rambling  abroad  without  God 
and  without  hope,  in  order  that  fuch  a  courfe  of  life 
(hould  not  difbonour  thee  ?  Certamly  here  it  may 
be  &id  with  jufUce :  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead : 
let  thofe  who  have  loft  all  fenfe  of  the  beautiful,  the 
good,  the  generous,  who  arebecome  entirely  carnal, 
let  diem  creep  about  upon  die  ground  like  the  rep- 
dles  of  the  field,  grub  up- the  earth  for  their  choicefl 
treafures,  bUnd  themfelves  with  duft,  wallow  in  the 
mire,  and  thus  lofe  fight  of  God  and  heaven,  their 
proper  country :  let  thofe,  who  were  never  irradi- 
ated by  the  light  of  chriftianity,  think  and  live  as  if 
there  were  no  God,  no  providence,  no  future  retri- 
budon,  as  though  all  their  exerdons,  profpe£);s, 
hopes  were  confined  to  this  handful!  of  earth,  to  this 
moment  pf  time !  But  if  ye  be  chriftians,  if  the  call 
to^periorparfe£tion,  to  greater  fdicity  have  reach- 
ed your  ears  j  if  ye  believe  and  know  that  you  are 
defigned'to  concur  in  the  plan  of  God^s  providence, 
that  you  have  him  for  your  fovereign,  your  infpeftor, 
your  iath^,  your  judge,  that  ye  are  immortal,  that 
a  Wgher  (late  awaits  you :  oh  be  afharaed  of  leading  a 
fm&il  courfe  of  life,  fince  it  is  in  direft  oppofidon  ta 
your  pldeeandrank,  to  your  dcftination ;  it  is  not  pro- 
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per  for  rational,  but  for  irrational  creatures,  not  for 
immortal,  but  for  entirely  mortal  beings,  not  for  the 
children  of  God,  but  for  the  children  of  wrath,  not 
for  the  citizens  of  heaven,  but  for  flaves  of  the 
du(L  Ye  degrade  yourfelves  by  fuch  a  life,  ren- 
der yourfelves  unworthy  of  the  poft  which  the  crea- 
tor has  affigned  you  in  his  empire,  you  forfeit, 
throw  away  your  high  prerogatives  —  recede  fix)m 
the  perfeftion  of  which  you  are  capable,  inftead  of 
approaching  it,  and  neither  are  nor  become,  what  ye 
are  defigned  to  be  and  to  become  :  and  this  is  infiu 
mous,  if  anything  can  deferve  that  epithet. 

Secondly.  Weaknefs  and  debility,  which  we  have 
brought  upon  ourfelves  by  our  own  fault,  is  likewife 
infamous.  Who  does  not  defpife  the  man,  who  has 
nothing  of  fedatenefs  and  compofure,  nothing  manly 
in  him,  who  trembles  at  every  danger,  finks  under 
every  burden,  is  incapable  of  any  great  undertaking, 
and  has  no  ftrength  and  courage  either  for  doing  or 
fuffering ;  the  man  who  whether  in  his  bufinefs  or 
his  pleafures  has  more  of  the  levity  of  the  childiOi 
than  the  ferioufnefs  and  dignity  of  the  maturer  age, 
in  profperity  like  the  youth  is  intoxicated  with  the 
tranfports  of  joy,  in  adverfity  like  the  infant  whim* 
pers<and  whines  and  is  never  mafter  of  his  temper  ? 
Bat  what  enervates,  what  debilitates,  what  debafes  a 
man  more  than  an  undiriflian,  finful  courfe  of  life  ?  I 
atn  not  now  fpeaking  merely  of  the  exceffes  of  in- 
temperance and  voluptuoufnefs,  which  fo  frequently 
fhatter  a  man*6  conllitution,  fo  often  prevent  him 
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from  ever  arriving  at  maturity  or  bring  on  him  a 
premature  old  age,  but  in  general  of  a  finful  life,  in 
oppofition  to  the  precepts  of  religion  and  chriftianity. 
What  motives,  incentives  has  the  man,  who  leads 
fuch  a  courfe  of  life,  to  great  and  generous  a&ions, 
to  arduous,  magnanimous  facrifices,  he,  who  is  ac- 
tuated by  felf-love  and  felf-intereft,  he,  who  has  not 
learnt  in  the  fchool  of  wifdom  and  religion  to  go- 
vern himfelf,  to  deny  himfelf,  and  to  live  more  for 
the  welfare  of  others  than  his  own  ?    What  can  ele* 
vate  his  mind,  make  him  advert  to  his  origin,  to  the 
firft,  primsBval  fource  of  life  and  energy,  and  thence 
derive  the  utmoft  firmnefs  and  dignity,  fince  he  is 
tied  and  bound  to  the  pofleffions,  the  honours,  the 
pleafures  of  the  earth,  fince  the  exercifes  of  devo- 
tion and  religion  are  foreign  to  him ;  fince  he  lives 
unacquainted  with  his  creator  and  at  fuch  a  diflance 
from  him  ?    How  is  the  compofed,  manly  charac- 
ter apparent  in  him,  who  fo  frequently,  fo  readily 
occupies  himfelf  with   toys  and  gewgawsr,  dr^ims 
away,  fquanders  away,  laughs  away  almoft  the  whole 
of  his  fo  ihort,  fo  fleeting,  and  yet  in  its  confequen- 
ces  fo  important  a  life,  fo  relu&antly,  fo  feldom  en- 
gages in  ferious  concerns,  in  meditations  on  God 
and  himfelf,  in  the  preparatory  difcipline  for  a  fupe- 
rior  life,  prefers  every  idle  amufement  to  the  wcpr- 
fhip  of  his  maker,  every  opportunity  for  diffipation 
and  diftra^on  to  the  opportunities  for  information 
and  improvement  ?    And  is  it  ftrength  or  weaknels 
to  be  able  to  refiife  onefelf  nothing,  to  break  off 
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from  nothing,  to  forego  nothing,  to  be  long  con£U 
dering  in  the  choice  between  good  and  ill,  to  require 
compolfion  as  it  were  to  eirery  good  a&ion,  to  be  un« 
able  to  bear  any  wrong  with  patience,  any  affront 
without  anger  and  refentment  and  to  forgive  with* 
out  any  fatisfa^on,  to  fuflfer  any  confiderable  prnra* 
tion  of  temporal  prc^erty,  of  outward  diftindions,' 
^thout  corroding  grief,  without  Intter  tears  ?    Is  it 
ibength  or  yreaknefs,  to  be  infolent  in  profperity,  to 
forget  our  dependence  on  the  Almighty,  to  truft  in 
our  wealth,  our  authority,  our  power,  and  to  lean 
upon  deciduous  and  crumbling  objeds  as  upon  a 
rxk,  aiid  then,  when  misfortune  and  diftre6  in- 
vade our  falfe  fecurity,  to  be  laint-hearted,  to  aban- 
don hope  and  courage,  to  rejeft  all  confolation,  to 
murmur  againft  God  and  man,  and  to  ftand  fhudder- 
ing  on  the  brink  of  defpair  ?    And  thus  in  number- 
leb  tnftances  thinks,  thus  ads,  thus  behaves  the 
man  who  leads  a  linful,  an  unchriftian  life.     Such 
proofs  does  he  daily  as  it  were  give  of  his  criminal 
weaknefs  of  mind,  his  wilful  depravity.    And  mud 
not  this  redound  to  his  infamy  ?    Muft  he  not  be  dif- 
honoured  by  fuch  a  courfe  of  thought  and  condud  i 
An  unchriftian,  linful  life  is  thirdly  infamous,  be- 
caufe  it  deprives  a  man  of  his  liberty  and  makes  him 
a  flave.    How  contemptible  m  our  eyes  is  a  ilave, 
who  needs  not  be  a  ilave,  who  might  be  free,  but 
difregards  his  liberty,  is  not  feniible  to  its  worth, 
fools  it  away,  oflfers  his  neck  to  the  furfl;  tyrant  who 
holds  a  collar  to  him,  voluntarily  crouches  beneath 
-  -  N  4  the 
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the  yoke,  and  now  glories  in  it,  or  at  leaft.by  hia 
own  fault  has  no  longer  either  courage  or  ftrength 
to  cad  it  off !  And  this  is  the  true  pidure  of  the 
man,  of  every  man,  who  leads  a  Anful,  unchriftian, 
vicious  life,  whofe  predominant  fentiments  and  af- 
fections are  wicked,  and  who  has  already  for  fome 
time  purfued  fuch  a  train  of  thought  and  conduct. 
He  is  a  ilave,  or  will  at  leaft  £9on  become  fo,  un* 
lefs  he  alters  and  correds  his  temper  and  life.  He 
will  not  always  be  at  liberty  — -  will  be  continually 
lefs  and  lefe,  will  at  length  be  not  at  all  at  liberty,  to 
chufe,  upon  rational  principles  and  perceptions  be* 
tween  what  is  right  and  wrong,  good  and  bad,  ho- 
nourable and  fcandalous,  or  to  follow  his  own  con- 
viction, his  confcience,  th^  voice  of  ^ature^  the  call 
of  God«  I*f o,  he  mud  do,  muft  at  laft  without  his 
direction  or  confent  do,  what  his  lufts  and  paiEons 
order  him  to  do,  and  what  he  himfelf  afterwards, 
when  he  has  performed  his  drudgery  and  can  liflen 
to  his  reafon  and  his  confcience,  mud  difapprove  and 
lament.  Thus  one  is  carried  captive  by  the  lufts  of 
the  flefh,  another  by  vanity,  a  third  by  anger^  a 
fourth  by  hatred  and  maUcci  a  fifth  by  envy»  anoir 
tber  by  the  love  of  ilander,  another  ^gain  is  fettered 
by  indolence  and  floth,  thus  all  are  at  times  urged 
on,  now  to  this  now  to  that  appetite,  difcourfe,  ac- 
tion hoftile  to  truth,  to  juftice,  to  moderation,  to 
humanity^  and  none  does  that,  which  if  he  could  re? 
fled,  if  he  had  the  command  of  himfelf  and  could  fol- 
low hi^  better  perceptions,  if  h^  were  not  a  ilave, 
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would  do«  Thus  mud  every  one,  who  is  flill  addided 
to  fin  at  every  inftant,  when  he  feels  that  he  is  a  maoi 
and  bears  the  name  of  chriftian,  hold  that  defpond* 
iiig  language :  the  good  that  I  would,  I  do  not ,  but 
the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  And  is  not 
fuch  a  condition,  fuch  a  vailalage  a  difgrace  to  the 
pian,  to  the  chriftian  f  The  man,  who  is  created 
after  the  image  of  God,  endowed  with  underlland<» 
ing  and  reafon,  defigned  for  liberty,  for  immor- 
tality, for  perfe£tion  ?  The  chrillian,  to  whom  the 
gofpel  offers  fo  much  light,  fo  much  energy  to  good* 
neis,  fo  much  aid  in  combating  all  evil  lufts  and  pa& 
fions,  the  chnflian,  the  confeffbr  of  a  laviour  and 
Jord,  who  came  into  the  world  and  fuffered  death^^ 
that  he  might  emancipate  his  votaries  from  the  yoke 
of  bondage  and  eftabliih  them  in  liberty  ?  To  be 
called  a  man,  a  chriftian  and  yet  be  the  fervant  of  fin, 
what  a  difhonour  to  human  nature,  whs^t  a  difgrace 
to  chriftianity ! 

It  is  fourthly  infamous,  to  live  at  variance  and  in 
contradidion  with  onefelf,  to  be  inclined  one  day 
thus,  the  next  otherwife,  to  be  in  one  humour  to^ 
day  and  to-morrow  of  another,  now  to  ad  one  way 
and  then  ezadly  the  reverfe,  and  thus  to  be  the 
fport  of  accident  and  paflion*  For  this  likewife  de- 
notes weakneis  of  mind,  a  want  of  folidity  in  prin* 
dples,  inclinations,  purpofe&  Who  would  make 
it  his  boail,  who  would  think  it  an  honour  to  him, 
to  be  like  a  reed,  ihaken  to  and  fro  by  every  wind  ? 
A^d  is  pot  that  the  image  of  the  num,  who  leads  a 
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ftnfal^  unchriftian  life  ?  Has  he  any  folid  prindplea ; 
any  fixt  purpofes  ?  Can  he  fafely  rely  upon  himfelf, 
on  his  fentiments  ?  Is  he  fure,  that  to-morrow,  in 
a  few  days,  In  a  few  weeks,  he  fhall  ftill  think,  judge, 
aft  as  he  does  at  prefent,  that  he  fhall  at  one  time  as 
always  efteem^  love,  do  the  true,  the  beautiful,  the 
good,  let  his  outward  drcumftances  alter  as  they 
may  ?  Dare  he  promife  himfelf,  eren  then  to  re- 
tam  his  peace  of  mind,  as  the  fruit  of  a  good  con* 
idence  and  a  conduft  well-pleafing  to  God,  and  not 
ceafe  to  be  happy  ^  Is  his  temper  even,  unifbrm, 
cocififtent,  both  in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  at 
home  in  his  family  and  abroad  in  fociety,  in  heahhy 
and  fickly  days,  in  profperity  and  in  adrerfity? 
Does  he  aft  everywhere  and  at  all  times  upon  the 
fame  principles  of  truth  and  reftitude  ?  In  the  fiune 
views,  to  become  better,  more  ufeful  to  his  brethren 
and  more  fufceptible  of  the  felicity  of  heaven  ?  Docs 
he  not  generally  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  mere  ex- 
triniic  accidents  ?  Is  he  not  one  while  calm,  then 
uneafy,  now  melanchdy,  then  glad,  now  contented, 
then  difcontented,  now  bold  even  to  rafhnefs,  then 
all  dmidity  and  conftemation,  according  as  the  ob^ 
jefts  around  him  are  more  or  Icfs  to  his  mind,  ac- 
cording as  he  is  difturbed  or  undifturbed  in  his  ordi- 
nary diverfions  and  paftimes,  according  as  fomething 
agreeable  or  difagreeable  has  happened  in  his  affairs, 

in  his  intercourfe  with  mankind  or  elfewhere  ? 

Is  he  not,  if  religion  And  chriflianity  be  of  any  mo- 
ment to  him,  if  his  heart  be  not  yet  entirely  hardened, 
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ibmetimes  dlfpofed  one  way,  fomedmes  direftly  other- 
wife  towards  retigion  and  chriftianhy ;  to-day  all  zeal, 
to-morrow  all  indifference,  to-day  all  in  favour  of 
goodnels,  to-morrow  inclining  to  evil,  now  godly^ 
then  not  godly,  according  to  the  intercourfe  he 
has  with  one  fet  of  perfons  or  another,  according  to 
the  different  company  he  frequents  ?    How  often 
this  day,  this  hour,   does  he  form  the  bed  refblo- 
tions .  and  ad  in  dired  oppofition  to  them  the  next 
day,  the  next  hour  ?  —  —  And  even  his  evil  pro- 
penlities  and  lufts,  how  often  are  they  not  at  ftrife 
together !     To  what  inconfiftent  affions  do  they  not 
impell  him !    Now  haughty  and  infolent,  then  bafe 
and  cringing ;  now  ^beral  and  profufe  even  to  pro- 
digality, then  frugal  even  to  avarice ;  now  all  efteem 
^nd  affe£Uon,  then  indifferent  or  fpiteful  towards 
the  fame  perfons  and  parties,  the  man  that  leads  an 
unchriftian,  a  finful  courfe  of  life,  (eldom  remains 
long  together  alike,  changes  his  fentimcnts  and  his 
eondud,  according  as  his  occafional  feeling,  his 
prefent  intereft,  his  fuddently  excited  and  often  as 
fuddenly  evanefcent  inclination  or  averfion,  or  any 
trifling  drcumflance  in  his  outward  condition  ctiang- 
es ;  and  thus  is  he  the  miferable  puppet  of  his  liber- 
tine levity  and  paffions.     But  is  this  a  refpedable,  an 
honourable  character  ?    Is  it  the  chara£):er  of  a  wife 
man  or  of  a  chriilian  ?  Mud  it  not  degrade  and  dit 
grace  the  man,  to  be  fo  feldom  at  unity  with  himfelf, 
to  be  fo  frequently  inconfiftent,  and  to  make  his 
behaviour  as  Well  as  his  happinels  dependent  on  fo 
many  cafual,  generally  very  trifling  accidents  ? 

Confider 
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Confider  however  laftly,  my  pious  hearers,  whe« 
ther  it  be  honourable  or  infamous,  to  lead  a  life,  in 
which  one  muft  very  frequently  fhun  onefelf  or  one's 
own  confdence,  the  prefence  of  the  wifeft,  beft,  no- 
bled  of  mankind,  and  the  fentiment  of  God,  the  fo- 
vereign  and  judge  of  all ;  in  which  we  muft  very 
frequently  avoid  refiedion,   confciouihefs,  exami- 
nation, the  b'ght,  the  day,  and  feek  our  refuge  in 
(tupefa&ion  and  darknels.    And  is  not  this  your 
cafe,  all  ye  who  lead  an  unchriftian,  a  finful  courfe 
of  life  ?    Do  not  ever  and  anon  accufing,  warning 
thoughts  arife  in  your  breads,  which  ye  are  obliged 
to  difmifs  or  fupprefs,  in  order  to  be  eafy  ?    Does 
the  imexpeded  intrudon,    the  prefence  of  thofe 
perfons,  whom  ye  hold  to  be  eminently  wife  and  re- 
ligious,   never  perplex  you,  never  didreis  you? 
Dare  ye  lay  open  to  theu:  judgment  your  projeds 
and  dedres,  or  invite  them  to  partake  in  your  amufe- 
ments  and  occupations,  converfations  and  actions  ? 
Dare  ye  in  whatever  ye  think  and  do,  lift  up  your 
eyes  towards  heaven  and  boldy,  bear  in  mind  the 
deity  and  his  omnifcience  f     Are  ye  never  afraid  to 
call  yourfelves  to  account  at  the  clofe  of  the  day 
and  to  revolve  in  thought  your  behaviour  in  it  ? 
Have    ye  never  reafon  to   dread,    led  what  ye 
have  faid  or  done,  or  even  intended  to  do,  fliould 
be  known  to  others  and'  put  you  to  fliame  ?  Are 
ye  never  obliged  to  do  violence  to  yourfelves,  in 
order   to    conceal    your  paflions  and  views,  and 
to   appear  better  than  ye  are  ?     Dare  ye  there- 
fore, allowing  for  human   imperfedions  and  in- 
6  firinities. 
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firmities,  walk  intrepidly  and  with  a  good  confci- 
ence  before  God  and  man,  neither  flirink  from  your 
own  infpefHon  nor  that  of  others,  and  as  children 
of  light  come  to  the  light,  that  your  deeds  may  be 

made  manifeft  ? And  if  ye  dare  not  do  fo,  or 

butfeldom,  and  then  with  many  refervations^  is  not 
furely  your  way  of  thinking  and  living  fuch  as  that 
you  ought  to  be  aihamed  of  it  ?  And  do  ye  not 
therefore  yourfelves  confefs  that  it  difhonours  t!fe 
man  and  redounds  to  his  infamy  and  difgrace. 

However,  a  finful,  unchriftian  courfe  of  life  is 
not  only  abftradedly  confidered^  infamous,  but  it 
likewife  aftually  brings  infamy  on  a  man,  frequently, 
yea  commonly  even  in  the  prefent  life.     Becaufe  a 
reverence  for  virtue  and  moral  redlitude  and  the  dif- 
approbation  of  vice  and  an  abhorrence  for  it  are  even 
among  perfons,  who  are  nothing  lefs  than  virtuous, 
much  more  general,  than  would  probably  be  ima- 
gined.    It  is  only  when  a  man  is  hoodwinked  by  paf- 
fion  and  felf-love,  that  his  notions  of  right  and  wrong 
are  confounded,  and  then  he  often  takes  darknefs 
for  light  or  light  for  darknefs.     In  moft  other  cafes 
he  judges  rightly  concerning  the  good  or  ill  condi- 
tion of  human  fentiments  and  adions,  and  difap- 
proves  and  derefls  in  others  the  very  fame  thing  that 
he  approves  or  at  leaft  excufes  in  hiihfelf.  Who  does 
not  abominate,  who  does  not  (hun  the  fhuffler,  the 
cheat,  the  falfe-hearted,  the  calumniator  !     Who 
can  have  any  refpedl  for  the  thoiighnefs,  for  thofe 
who  have  no   fettled  principles,  on  whofe  opinions 
we  can  never  rely,  who  are  fickle  andHmftable  in 

all 
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all  their  ways  ?  Who  can  bdiold  the  flave  of  feflfua^ 
lity,  of  voluptuoulhefsy  of  wrath,  of  vanity  in  the 
inflant  when  his  paffion  has^got  the  upperhand  of 
him,  without  defpiiing  him  ?  Who  will  fhew  ho- 
nour to  him  who  is  obdurate  and  cruel,  who  wan- 
tonly injures  ot^iers,  or  who  not  only  does  no  good, 
nothing  generally  ufefiil,  but  is  rapacious  and  felfifh  ? 
Will  not  both  good  and  bad  men,  wiU  not  particu- 
Isvly  the  wifeft  and  bed  of  mankind  teftify  in  t- 
rious  ways  their  difpleafure  at  fuch  a  difpofition  and 
fuch  a  condu£b,  and  how  then  can  the  man  who 
leads  a  finiul,  vicious  courfe  of  life  be  (afe  from 
difgracefiil  reproaches,  from  public  infamy  and 
contempt  i 

But,  my  dear  friends,  (hould  even  no  infamy  at- 
tach to  him  in  this  world ;  fhould  his  quality,  his 
fiation,  his  office,  his  addrefs,  his  money  protect  him 
from  the  outward  demonftnrtion  of  that  fcom,  which 
we  have  in  our  hearts  for  him }  fhould  he  even  find 
the  means  of  bribing,  of  fuboming,  of  overawing 
mercenary  panegyrifts,  vile  fycophants,  or  bafe-bom 
fouls  to  fhew  him  marks  of  refpef);  and  honour :  what 
will  fcreen  him  afterwards  at  the  day  of  judgment  — « 
what  in  the  future  world,  from  the  infamy,  the  mofl 
oppreffive,  mofl  intolerable  infamy  ?  When  his 
vile  or  wicked  fentiments,  his  foolifh  and  corrupt 
courfe  of  life^  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  true  end. 
of  his  creation,  pernicious  to  himfelf  and  to  others, 
Ida  fecret  artifices,  his  difguifed  paflions,  his  fms 
and  iniquities  tranfaflcd  in  private  are  revealed ;  when 
all  the  wmched^  the  innocent,  whom  he  has  dif- 

trefledi 
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tireffed^  prejudiced^  injured,  corrupted,  rife  up  againft 
him ;  when  he  (lands  expofed  in  all  his  nakednefs  and 
defbrmitf  -^  depraved,  debafed,  difgraced,  undone 
as  he  is  by  fins  and  vice  ;  when,  whether  he  has 
been  a  king  or  prince,  or  magiflfate,  or  teacher, 
whether  he  have  formerly  aded  ever  fo  ihinixig  a 
part,  divefted  of  that  falfe  luflre,  he  is  declared  and 
known  to  be  what  he  really  is  and  was  —  who  can 
conceive  the  confufion,  the  (hame  with  which  he 
will  then  be  overwhelmed,  and  which,  were  k 
pofTible,  would  utterl]^  annihilate  him  ?  And  in  the 
unhallowed  fociety  of  perfons,  who  are  to  (hare  bis 
£stte  in  the  future  world,  how  will  the  reproaches 
of  his  confcience  and  the  partners  in  his  guilt  —  how 
the  confcioulhefs  of  his  folly  and  the  fentiment  of  his 
merited  degradation  prey  upon  his  vitals  1 

So  certain  is  it,  my  dear  friends,  that  an  unchrif  • 
tian,  iinful,  vicious  courfe  of  life  is  an  infamous,  a 
difgracefiil  courfe  of  Ufe,  that  the  fervice  of  unrighte- 
oufneis,  as  it  is  worded  in  our  text,  yields  no  other 
fruit,  than  fuch  as  we  mud  be  aihamed  of,  which  is 
attended  with  extreme  di(grace  both  in  the  prefent 
and  efpecially  in  the  future  world.  Men,  chriftiariS, 
would  we  avoid  experiencing  fooner  or  latter  this  fo« 
\fixnn  truth  to  our  confufion  and  difmay,  an^  la^ 
menting  in  vain,  that  we  would  not  take  warning  of 
it  in  time ;  men,  chriftians,  have  we  dill  any  fenti* 
ment  of  human  dignity,  of  chriflian  dignity,  any 
flpnfe  of  real,  lading  honour  remaining  ;  men,  chrid* 
i^ns,  are  we  dill  any  way  concerned,  how  we  fliaU  face 
the  tribunal  of  Chrid  on  that  great  day  of  judgment 

and 
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and  of  retribution^  whether  we  (hall  then  ha^e  the  re* 
putation  of  good  or  the  infamy  of  wicked  perfons,  the 
reward  of  fincere  or  the  wages  of  falfe,  hypocritical 
diriftians :  oh  then  let  us  deteft  and  abhor  not  only 
grofs  trefpaiTes  and  fins^  not  only  the  flagrant  vices, 
but  all,  all  (ins,  all  bafe,  unchriftian  fentiments,  af« 
fedions,  anions,  as  what  will  completely  degrade, 
diflionour,  difgrace  us  ?  Far,  let  each  of  us  hear* 
tily  exclaim,  far  be  it  from  me  any  longer  to  zSt  con* 
trary  to  my  nature,  to  my  ftation,  to  the  proper 
end  of  my  being,  to  be  and  to  do  the  reverie  of  what 
according  to  the  will  of  my  creator  I  (hould  be  and 
fhould  do !  Far,  far  be  it  from  me  to  weaken  and 
enervate  myfelf  by  folly  and  (in,  thereby  to  render 
myfelf  incapable  of  whatever  is  great,  generous,  ho- 
nourable, to  plunge  myfelf  in  bondage,  or  to  con- 
tinue in  thraldom,  to  be  always  at  variance  and  in 
contradifHon  with  myfelf,  and  fo  to  live  as  to  be 
afraid  of  God  and  of  mankind  and  of  my  own  re- 
flexions, and  to  be  obliged  to  love  darknefs  rather 
than  light,  that  my.  deeds  may  not  be  manifeft ! 
No,  my  nature  ihall  be  facred  to  me,  my  prefent 
ftate  important  and  honourable,  my  future  deftina- 
tion  ever  before  my  eyes !  Vigour  of  mind,  liberty, 
truth, .  order,  a^good,  unfullied  confcience  towards 
God  and  towards  man,  to  walk  in  the  light,  fliall 
henceforth  be  the  obje6k  of  all  my  endeavours !  Thus 
will  I  by  truly  chridian  fentiments,  by  patient  con- 
tinuance in  well-doing  feek  for  glory  and  honour  and 
immortality,  and  afterwards  I  fhall  aiTuredly  reap 
from  it  cYerlafting  life. 


SERMON    XLIL 


The  Mifery  ofajinful  Courfe  of  Life. 


f^  OD,  father  of  light,  primeval  fource  and  dif- 
^^^  penfer  of  happinefs,  we  thy  human  offspring 
long  and  endeavour  after  happinefs ;  and  this  long- 
ing, this  endeavour  thou  haft  indiffolubly  connected 
with  our  nature.  Thou  wouldft  that  we  fhould  be 
happy,  and  none  of  us  haft  thou  left  deftcient  in 
means  for  obtaining  his  defire,  none  need  vainly  to 
ftrive  after  that  objeft.  And  yet  are  we  not  all,  per- 
haps but  few  of  us  are  happy !  For  but  too  often  we 
loofc  for  happinefs  in  objeds  that  cannot  yield  it,  — 
feek  it .  on  the  road  of  fin  and  vice,  which  always 
carries  us  farther  from  it,  and  find  trouble  and 
wretchednefs,  where  we  were  in  queft  of  pleafure 
and  fatisfadion.  Lord  thou  art  righteous  —  art  fu- 
premely  gracious,  a  father  who  fuffers  not  his  chil- 
dren to  rufh  unadmoniflied  on  devious  paths,  and  to 
mifs  of  their  aim.  But  we  muft  with  fliame  and  con- 
fufion  accufe  ourfelvcs  of  fo  feldom  fubmitting  to  be 
cautioned  by,  thee,  of  hearkening  more  to  our  Iqfts 
and  paflions,  than  to  thy  benign  and  holy  will,  and 
are  then  unjuft  and  perverfe  enough  to  murmur 
againft  thee,  and  arraign  the  conduft  of  thy  provi* 
vol..  II.  o  dence. 
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dence,  when  we  have  rendered  ourfelves  miferable. 
Ah,  Evcrlafting  Father,  thy  compaffion  like  thyfelf,  is 
infinite,  thy  clemency  reaches  from  heaven  to  earth ; 
weary  and  heavy  laden,  bring  us  back  from  our  de- 
viations, condud  us  to  the  way  that  leads  to  thee  and 
to  fubftantial  happinefs ;  illuminate  us  by  thy  light, 
that  we  may  learn  to  diftinguifh  reality  from  fpecious 
appearances,  and  let  us  be  no  longer  deluded  by  fin. 
Convince  us  by  the  dodrines,  which  are  now  to  be 
delivered,  that  a  finful  life  is  a  wretched,  a  miferable 
life ;  and  let  this  convidion  be  vital  in  us,  and  incite 
us  without  delay  to  an  alteration  and  amendment  of 
our  heart  and  life.  Ah  gracious  God,  do  thou  dif- 
pel  the  prejudices,  the  errors,  the  infatuation  of  felf« 
love  and  paflion  that  might  prevent  us  from  ferioufly 
refleding  on  fuch  weighty  concerns,  and  judging  of 
of  them  as  they  deferve.  This  we  requefl  and  im- 
plore for  the  fake  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  and  furely  truft- 
ing  in  his  promifes,  fum  up  our  petitions  in  that 
form  of  words  which  he  vouchfafed  to  teach  us.  Our 
father,  &c. 

ROMANS  vi.  21. 
The  end  of  thofe  things  is  death. 

THREAD  of  mifery  and  avidity  for  happinefs  are 

'^^  inconteftably  the  flrongeft  impellents  to  human 

determinations  and  adions :  in  fome  fenfe  are  the  only 

ones.   For  whoever  is  afraid  of  fcom,  of  infamy,  of 

bondage,  of  toilfome  pains  and  labour,  and  deter- 
mines 
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mines  his  condu£fc  accordingly,  confldal^  thofe  ob^ 
je£ts  as  fources  of  di{Iatis&£tion  and  mifery ;  and  who- 
ever is  incited  by  ambition,  by  the  defire  of  fame,  by 
the  love  of  a£Hon  to  great  undertaldngs,  holds  this 
honour,  this  fame,  this  activity  to  be  eflential  ingre^^ 
dients  of  his  happinefs.  Satisfadtion  and  diflfatif* 
fa£Uon,  pleafure  and  difpleafure  are  therefore  the 
ultimate,  the  mod  deeply  feated  caufes  of  bumaa 
appetences  and  averfions,  of  all  that  we  covet  or  ab* 
hor,  dp  or  do  not,  ehdeavour  to  avoid  or  to  obtain* 
Satisfadion  and  pleafure  are  fought  and  expefted  by 
man,  equally  when  he  fins  as  when  he  does  good* 
He  never  chufes  evil  as  evil ;  never  rejeds  good  as 
good.  Never  does  he  anything^  which,  at  the  in- 
flant  that  he  unconftrainedly  refolves  upon  it,  or 
aftually  does  it,  he  believes,  with  conviftion  believes^ 
that  it  will  render  him  miferable.  Never  does  he 
omit  or  negleft,  upon  mature  deliberation  and  from 
free  election,  anything  whereof  he  is  fully  perfuaded 
that  it  will  make  him  wretched.  And  if  notwith- 
ftanding  a  man  fo  often  does,  and  purpofely  does^ 
what  muft  neceffarily  render  him  miferable,  and  fo 
often  negleds,  and  voluntarily  negle£ls,  what  will  af« 
furedly  make  him  happy,  it  proceeds  folely  from  not 
chufing  with  due  confideration  and  prudence,  from 
confulting  rather  his  paflions  than  his  reafbn  in  his 
choice,  from  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  deceived  by  fpe- 
cious  appearances,  frequently  taking  that  for  mifery 
which  is  not  mifery,  and  efteeming  that  for  happi- 
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nefs  which  is  not  happinefs^  or  from  not  knowing 
how  to  compare  and  hold  the  bahmce  between 
greater  and  fmaller,  permanent  and  tranfient  fatis- 
fa£Hon  arid  diflatisfaftion,  inferior  and  fuperior  de« 
lights,  ufeful  and  noxious  difquietude,  tranfitory  and 
durable  happinefs.  Whatever  can,  here  incite  him  to 
refledion  and  calm  confideration,  whatever  can  af- 
ford him  light  and  conviction  on  this  matter,  lead 
him  in  this  refpeft  to  juft  and  impartial  judgments, 
and  firm  principles,  defends  him  from  mifery,  and 
(hews  him  the  (trait  road  to  happinefs.  And  this 
religion  does,  my  pious  hearers,  and  this  ought  alfo 
the  teacher  of  religion  to  do.  EBs  bufinefs  is  to  en- 
deavour, not  to  fupprels,  not  to  eradicate  our  natural 
appetites,  but  to  give  them  their  true,  the  beft  di- 
rection. It  is  his  duty  to  render  us,  not  indifferent 
towards  fatisfa£tion  and  diffatisfaCtion,  towards  plea- 
fure  and  difpleafure,  but  circumfped  in  difceming  and 
in  employing  the  proper  fources  and  means  there- 
of. He  is  to  fet  before  us  life  and  death,  mifery  and 
happinefs,  teach  us  better  to  underftand,  and  more 
juftly  to  judge  between  them.  Such  is  the  impor- 
tant, the  honourable  appointment  of  the  teacher  of 
religion !  How  often  does  it  prefent  itfelf  to  my 
mind!  How  often  does  my  heart  pant  after  the 
ability  to  fulfil  it  more  completely  and  fuccefsfully ! 
Oh  that  I  might  at  prefent  be  able  effe&ually  to  exh 
ecute  the  commiflion  of  religion  to  all  who  wifh  to 
be  happy  and  are  not  fo !   I  addrefs  you  on  her  part 

with 
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with  the  apoftle  in  our  text :  The  end  of  thofe 
things,  the  wages  of  the  fervice  of  fin,  is  death,  is 
wretchednefs  and  mifeiy.  An  unchriftian,  a  finful 
life,  taken  in  its  whole  extent,  and  in  all  its  confe- 
quences,  is  a  wretched,  a  miferable  life.  This  is  the 
prc^fidon,  of  the  truth  whereof  I  now  hope  to  con- 
vince you.  In  order  the  more  effeflually  to  do  fo,  my 
pious  hearers,  w^  will  hot  refufe  the  man  who  ftill 
leads  an  unchriftian,  a  finful  life,  any  fpecies  of  hap* 
pinefs,  of  pleafure,  of  advantage  that  he  can  procure ; 
we  will  not  reprefent  his  life  as  more  deplorable, 
more  joylefs,  more  wretched  than  it  really  is :  but  we 
will  contraft  happinefs  with  happinefs,  troubles  with 
troubles,  profpeds  with  profpefts,  what  he  has  with 
what  he  wants,  what  he  does  not  fuffer  with  what  he 
really  fuffers  ;  and  then  fee,  whether  on  the  whole 
he  is  the  greater  gainer  or  lofer,  whether  his  life, 
confidered  in  its  full  fcope  and  extent,  deferves  not 
the  epithets  of  wretched  and  miferable. 

Firft  therefore  to  fet  happinefs  againft  happinefs. 
What  happinefs  do  ye  enjoy,  and  what  happinefs  are 
ye  deprived  of,  you,  who  regulate  your  lives  not  by 
the  precepts  of  religion  and  of  chriftianity,  but  by 
your  lufts,  and  by  the  manners  of  the  world  ?  Un- 
derftand  my  queftion  rightly.  I  aik  not,  what  pof- 
feffions,  what  riches,  what  dignities,  what  extrinfic 
advantages  ye  poffefs  ?  Thefe  feveral  objeds  form 
no  part  of  happinefs,  though  they  may  be  means 
thereto.  We  may  have  them  and  be  very  wretched, 
not  have  them  and  be  very  happy.     No,  I  aflc  con- 
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eeming  happinefs^  concerning  agreeable  fenfationsy 
concerning  a  mode  of  exiftence,  in  which  aU  goes 
right  with  us,  wherewith  we  are  entirely  fatisfied, 
wherev^ith  we  are  thoroughly  pleafed,  and  whereby 
we  are  not  deprived  of  any  ftill  more  agreeable  fen- 
fations,  any  flill  more  delightful  fentiment  of  our 
exiftence.     In  agreeable  fenfations,  in  moments  and 
hours,  when  it  is  well  with  you,  when  you  rejoice 
in  your  life  apd  your  faculties,  you  are  certainly  not 
defective ;  thofe  ye  feel,  thofe  ye  enjoy,  more  or  lefs, 
fliorter  or  longer,  and  far  from  me  be  the  folly  to 
difpute  your  feelings,  or  conteft  your  enjoyment. 
Many  innocent,  legitimate  pleafures  and  fatisfa£bions 
ye  have  in  common  with  the  beft,  the  mod  virtuous 
of  mankiild,  with  only  this  difference,  that  they  ge- 
nerally do  not  tafte  fo  fweet  to  you  as  to  them,  that 
ye  are  lefs  ikilful  than  they  in  the  art  of  refining  and 
thoroughly  enjoying  them.      Ye  have  likewife  plea- 
fures and  fatisfa£tions,  which  are  more  or  lefs  pecUf 
liar  to  you,  and  among  thefe  are  even  objefts,  which 
abftradedly  confidered  may  be  nothing  lefs  than 
agreeable.     The  moft  troublefome  attire,  the  moft 
laborious  play,  the  moft  tirefome  part  in  great  and 
brilUant  companies,  the  moft  frivolous,  but  fafhion- 
able  cpnverfation,  the  loweft  jefts,  the  loudeft,  moft 
violent  fits  of  Ijlughter,  the  moft  riotous,  moft  licenn 
tious  amufementsj  all  thefe  procure  you  pleafure 
and  fatisfa^on,  and  it  is  not  fancy,  it  is  not  felf-de- 
iceit,  ye  feel  it,  ye  experience  it,  and  feelings  cannot 
\>e  popib^ted  by  argument.    It  is  well  with  you,  ye 

are 
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are  fadsfied^  if  ye  partake  in  every  public  and  pri- 
vate entertainment,  if  ye  employ  all  the  leifure  ye 
have  from  your  necefTary  occupations,  in  foclal  di- 
verfions  and  parties  of  pleafure,  whenever  ye  have 
frequent  and  various  opportunities  to  difplay  your 
external  diltinfiions,  whether  they  confift  in  wealth, 
or  high  ftation,  or  beauty,  or  polifhed  manners.    It 
is  well  with  you,  ye  are  fatisfied,  whenever  ye  have 
an  opportunity  for  (hewing  the  brilliancy  of  your 
wit,  your  ingenuity  in  judging  of  men  and  things, 
for  communicating  your  firing  of  anecdotes  about 
what  is  paffing  and  not  pafling  among  your  friends^ 
acquaintance,  neighbours,  and  thus  to  adminifter 
food  and  vivacity  to  focial  intercourfe.     Even  when 
ye  manifeftly  do  ill,  I  deny  not  that  ye  enjoy  more 
or  lefs  pleafure,  real  pleafure.    Ye  have  unquellion- 
ably  agreeable  fenfations,  whenever  ye  accomplifh 
your  defigns ;  whenever  ye  comply  with  the  cravings 
of  your  lufts  and  appetites ;  whenever  ye  give  fcope 
to  vanity,  or  to  anger,  or  to  the  lufts  of  the  flefli ; 
whenever  ye  take  vengeance  on  your  enemies; 
whenever  ye  obfcure  the  merit  of  thofe  whom  ye 
envy,  or  of  whom  ye  are  jealous ;  whenever  ye  flan* 
der  the  innocent  perfon  that  ftands  in  your  way ; 
whenever  ye  overreach,  fupplant,  or  ridicule  others ; 
deceive  them,  or  abufe  thdr  fimpliciry  and  franknefs 
to  the  furtherance  of  your  fmifter  projedls.  —  — 
And  this  then  is  your  happinefs,  thefe  are  your  plea- 
fures  and  fatisfadions,  ye  who  ftill  lead  an  unchrif- 
Iian,  a  finful  life !  The  certainty,  the  reality  of  them  I 

04  will 
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will  not  deny  J  thk  is  a  mere  matter  of  fendment.  But 
that  value  they  mod  alTuredly  have  not^  which  they 
feem  to  have ;  even  by  your  own  avows^,  when  ye  pro- 
perly refled  upon  them,  judge  them  vidthout  parti* 
ality,  contrail  them  with  your  wants,  and  compare  to- 
gether the  different,  agreeable  and  cfiikgreeable  im- 
preflions,  which  at  different  times  they  make  upon  you. 
Neither  are  they  of  any  continuance  or  liability, 
thefe  iatisfadions  and  pleafures,  nor  can  they  be 
fo.  They  are  frequently  interrupted,  frequently  dif- 
turbed  by  unavoidable  accidents,  frequently  give 
place  to  languor,  frequently  are  too  tardy  in  their 
approach  for  the  impatienge  with  which  they  are 
^xpeded,  frequently  do  not  anfwer  to  this  impatient 
expeftation,  or  ceafe  and  vanifli  ere  they  have 
been  wholly  enjoyed.  Neither  are  they  pure  and 
unalloyed.  Something  is  generally  wanting,  here, 
or  there,  in  yourfelf,  in  others,  in  time,  in  drcum- 
llances  j  and  how  often  do  not  adverfe,  appalling  ac- 
cidents intervene  ;  how  often  are  they  embittered  by 
difappointments,  how  often  are  they  not  attended 
by  painful  exhauftion,  or  difagreeable  fatiety,  or  dif- 

guft  and  repentance  ? Honourable,  worthy  of 

the  man  and  the  chriRian,  they  are  commonly  ftill 
lefs.  For  they  will  feldom  bear  examination,  are  not 
always  compatible  with  the  fentiment  of  deity,  and 
of  our  immortality;  we  dare  not  accurately  ana- 
lyze them,  left  they  (hould  greatly  lofe  by  the  ope- 
ration, we  rather  haften  on  to  fome  other  fimilar 
plcafurcs  than  engage  in  ferious  refleftion  on  the 

pafl. 
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part.     Completely  fetisfying  neither  are  they.     For 
fooner  or  later  we  are  forfeited  of  them.     They  are 
not  fuitable  to  every  age  j  we  cannot  enjoy  them  at 
all  times,  in  all  circumftances ;  we  frequently  feel, 
and  £^  it  with  concern,  that  they  promife  more 
than  they  perform,  that  they  do  not  fill  all  the  capa« 
cities  of  man,  all  the  affefUons  of  his  heart.    Harm- 
lefs  neither  are  they  always,  perhaps  feldomer  than 
ye  imagine.     For  they  hurt  yourfelves,  rob  you  of 
time  and  inclination  and  ability  for  ufefuller  occu- 
pations,  frequently   injure   your   neighbour,   your 
children,  your  poor  and  needy  brethren,  repulfe  you 
from  God  and  from.perfedkion,  and  are  often  fucceed- 
ed  by  upbraidings  and  flings  of  confcience.  —  And 
if  they  be  eveti  innocent,  or  however  not  heinoufly 
noxious  and  criminal,  what  is  the  ultimate  objed:  of 
thefe  pleafures,  the  end  and  aim  of  this  happinefs  ? 
—  PfeifUme !  —  So  you  yourfelves  pronoutice  it  to 
be.    You  have  paffed  your  time,  you  fay,  extremely 
well.  So  then,  if  time  only  pafs  imperceptibly  away, 
if  ye  do  but  imperceptibly  grow  older,  and  fafl  ap- 
proach to  death,  that  is,  the  end  of  all  thefe  plea- 
fures  and  fatisfaflions,  ye  are  happy.     Can  a  happi- 
nefs however,  thus  conftituted,  thither  tending,  be 
of  any  great  value,  can  it  be  extremely  covetable  ? 
And  what  is  now  on  the  other  hand  the  h^pinefs, 
what  are  the  pleafures  and  fatis&^ons,  of  which  you 
either  entirely  or  for  the  mofl  part  deprive  your- 
felves, ye,  who  lead  an  unchriflian,  a  finful  life  ?   At 
prefent  I  can  only  name  them,  their  very  name  how- 
ever 
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ever  proclaims  their  worth.  Ye  deprive  yourfelves 
of  the  happinefs  of  a  quiet  contented  heart,  not  agi- 
tated by  inordinate  lulls  and  paffions,  but,  at  unity 
withitfelf; — the  hapjunefs  of  a  good,  unfullied 
confcience,  of  a  bold,  fincere  and  open  carriage  in 
the  fight  of  God  and  man ;  — *  the  happinefs  of  a 
life  always  adive  and  employed  in  the  general  wel- 
hre^  fruitful  in  good  works  well-pleafmg  to  the 
deity ;  — *  the  happinefs  of  completer  independence 
on  external,  fortuitous  obje&s  and  events,  which  at 
prefent  fo  frequently  put  you  into  a  very  different 
mood  from  that  which  you  would  wifli  to  be  in,  and 
fo  frequently  harafs  you  by  difs^pointed  hqpes  and 
expectations.  —  — ?  You  lofe  moreover  the  pleafure, 
the  pure  fatis&dion  of  meditating  on  God  and  your- 
ieif  and  your  immortality,  on  the  moft  important  in- 
terefls  of  the  man  and  the  chriftian  ;  —  the  pleafure 
arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  an  inviolable  inte- 
grity, of  a  conftant  progrefs  on  the  path  of  chriilian 
wifdom  and  virtue,  of  an  obfervable  approximation 

towards  the  goal  of  perfeftion* You  at  the 

fame  time  throw  away  the  comforts  of  domeftic  life, 
which  are  no  lefs  various  and  delightful  than  blame- 
leis,  and  the  flill  greater  comforts  of  devotion,  of 
correfpondence  with  the  deity,  the  preliminary  exer^ 
cifes  to  a  fuperior  life  and  the  anticipated  enjoyment 
of  its  felicity,  which  ye  indeed  know  nothing  of,  but 
which  neverthelefs  in  all  ages  men,  whom  you  your- 
fidves  muft  allow  to  be  eminently  wife,  have 
aBirmed  to  he  the  noblefl  and  moil  fublime.  —  AH 

this 
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this  ye  deprive  yourfelves  of,  more  or  lefs,  entirely  or 
in  part,  all'  ye  who  (till  lead  an  unchriftian,  a  fmful 
Kfe,  And  yet  thefe  joys,  thefe  kinds  of  happinefe, 
are  the  mod  innocent,  the  nobleft  of  all ;  are  alone 
perfe£Uy  fatisfying ;  alone  are  not  attended  either  bj 
difgufl:  or  repentance ;  may  be  the  eafieft,  the  fafeft, 
the  ofteneft,  the  longeft  enjoyed,  are  mofUy  in  our 
own  power }  and  approach  the  neared  to  thofe  plea* 
fures  and  that  happinefs,  which  we  expeSt  in  a  fu- 
perior  ftate  in  the  future  world !  And  now  contraft 
the  happinefs  that  ye  enjoy,  with  that  which  ye 
throw  away,  compare  their  quality,  their  intrinlic 
worth,  their  duration  together,  put  profit  and  lols, 
enjoyment  and  want  of  enjoyment  in  the  balance^ 
and  decide  yourfelves,  which  of  the  two  has  the 
preponderance. 

Let  us  next  proceed  to  contraft  troubles  with  trou- 
bles, fufferings  with  fufferings,  without  however  hav- 
ing an  eye  to  thofe  which  are  common  both  to  the 
good  and  the  bad,  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious,  by 
their  very  nature,  and  the  eftablifhed  order  of  things^ 
but  merely  to  thofe,  which  are  more  or  lefs  proper 
to  either  of  thefe  two  claffes  of  people.  That  a  truly 
virtuous  chriftian  life  has  particularly  at  firft,  its 
troubles,  its  fufferings,  is  what  I  fhall  not  pretend  to 
deny.  It  requires  ferioufnefs,  attention,  exertion  of 
one's  faculties,  it  fometimes  requires  laborious,  con- 
tinued pra6tice,  to  reform  and  regulate  our  temper 
and  condufk  entirely  by  the  temper  and  precepts  of 
jreligion  and  chriftianity.    We  muft  carefully  watch 

over 
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over  ourfelves  and  the  affeclions  of  our  heart,  com- 
bat every  turbulent  lull  and  paiGon,  fometimes  do 
.  violence  to  ourfelves,  abflain  from  many  things  to 
which  vire  were  before  accuftomed,  exercife  our- 
lelves  in  many  others,  which  we  either  did  not  know 
or  had  no  relifli  for.     We  mud  occafionally  on  ac- 
count of  our  corrected  temper  and  conduct  expofe 
oiuielves  to  rude  and  har(h  cenfures  or  to  fcom, 
muft  at  times  make  confiderable  facrifices  to  inte- 
grity and  virtue,  muft  forego  certain  profits,  certain 
pleafures,  becaufe  they  dafli  with  fuperior  duties. 
We  muft  fubmit  our  own  will  entirely  to  the  will 
of  God,  look  more  at  the  invifible  tlian  at  the  vifible, 
and  frequently  facrifice  the  prefent  to  the  future  or 
our  private  benefit  to  the  general  welfare.     Ye  may 
call  thefe  troubles,  fufferings,  burdens ;  they  are  fo 
to  the  novices  in  virtue  and  in  chriftianity  :  but 
furely  not  to  the  trained  chriftian  !    for  him  they 
convert  themfelves  into  means  of  perfedion,  into 
fources  of  the  pureft  joy.     And  can  ye  affirm  the 
fame  of  thofe  which  are  peculiar  to  you,  ye,  who 
ftill  lead  an  unchriftian,  a  finful  life ;  or  has  not 
likewife  your  manner  of  life  its  particular  troubles 
and  fufferings  ?  And  are  they  not  iar  more  various, 
far  more  oppreffive  than  thofe  which  ye  wifli  thereby 
to  avoid  ?     What  attention  to  onefelf  and  to  num- 
berlefs  objefls  and  circumftances  does  it  not  require, 
in  order  to  execute  any  artful,  felfifli,  wicked  pro- 
jeft,  for  concealing  our  intentions,  or  paffions,  and 
the  methods  we  take  for  their  gratification,  for  dif- 

guifing 
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gulfing  ourfelves  and  retaining  the  fpecious  appear- 
ance of  honefly  !     How  much  more  numerous  and 
expenfive  are  the  facrifices,  which  the  fervant  of 
fin  is  obliged  to  make  to  his  ruling  paffion,  than 
thofe  which  virtue  demands  of  us  !   How  often  is  he 
not  compelled  to  put  in  jeopardy  his  peace  of  mind^ 
his  honour,  his  health,  his  welfare  and  the  welfare 
of  his  family,  his  life  itfelf,  in  order  to  comply  wit^ 
their  tyrannical  commands !  —  And  what  violence 
muft  ye  not  do  to  yourfelves  in  the  very  ^oyment 
of  mod;  of  your  fatisfadions  and  amufements,  the 
principal  of  your  focial  diverfions !     How  oftea 
does  chance  and  propriety  bring  you  there  cqnneded 
with  perfons,  that  are  by  no  means  to  your  mind ! 
How  often  do  they  induce  you  to  do  or  not  to  do 
things,  the  contrary  whereof  you  had  much  rather 
have  done !     How  often  muft  you  there  boaft  of  a 
pleafure  which  you  do  not  enjoy,  pretend  to  fatisfac- 
tion  and  delight  while  labouring  beneath  the  preC- 
fure  of  irkfomenefs  and  difguft !     How  often  feem 
to  take  intereft  in  converfations,  in  games,  in  a  hun- 
dred other  objeds,  which  are  extremely  indifferent 
or  annoying  to  you !     How  difficult  muft  it  often 
fHTOve  to  you,  to  reconcile  fo  many  oppofite  private 
views^  and  to  be  calm  and  compofed  or  appear  to  be 
fe,  amidft  fo  many  agitations  and  exhibitions  of  envy, 
rf  jealoufy,  of  pride,  of  vanity,  of  the  fpirit  of  domi- 
nation !  —  —  —  And  in   affairs  of  far  more  mo- 
mentous concern,  how  greatly  are  ye  lofers,  in  com- 
parifoa'  of  thofe  who  lead  a  truly  virtuous,  chriftian 

8  courfe 
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courfe  of  Itfe  !  or,  which  burden  is  the  hearieft,  tiM 
bimlen  of  the  law,  of  a  righteous,  equitable  law^ 
which  we  readily  obey,  and  the  obedience  to  which 
is  real  felicity ;  or  the  burden  of  a  bad  confcience 
and  the  dread  of  that  puniOiment  which  is  denoun-^ 
ced  againfl:  its  tranfgreflfors  ?     Which  burden  is  the 
heavieft,  the  burden  of  immerited  fcorn,  of  a  tran* 
fient  ridicule ;  or  the  burden  of  inward  diflatisfaftion 
with  onefelf,  of  fecret,  continually  perfecuting  re- 
proaches ?    Which  obedience  is  the  eafieft,  the  moft 
honourable,  the  moil  comfortable,   the  obedience 
which  we  pay  to  the  commands  of  God,  the  benign 
and  gracious  father  of  all,  the  commands  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  mightieft,  moft  magnanimous  deliverer 
and  lord  ;  or  the  obedience  which  we  afford  to  vio* 
lent,  unbridled,  capricious  lufts  and  pafGons  and  to 
the  fickle  and  often  prepofterous  ufages  of  the  world  ? 
Which  of  the  two  cofts  more  pains  and  toil,  to  re- 
frain from  a  vile,  iniquitous  adion  ;  or,  after  having 
committed  it  and  thereby  produced  much  confufion 
and  diforder  within  and  without  us,  to  repair  all  this 
and  to  fatisfy  onefelf  and  others  ?     Which  of  the 
two  fuifers  mofl,  the  patient  and  meek  man,  who 
ftifles  his  impetuofity  and  is  always  mafter  of  his 
temper,  or  the  angry  and  refentful  who  yield  to  their 
paffions,  flaviflily  follow  their  impulfes,  and  after* 
wards,  when  they  come  to  refleft  are  ferry  for  what 
they  have  fpokcn  or  done  ?     Which  of  the  two  fuf- 
fers  moft,  the  placable  man,  who  muft  probably  ufe 
force  upon  himfelf  to  fupprefs  his  feelings,    and 

2  fincerely 
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iincer ely  to  pardon  him  whom  he  believes  to  have 
injured  him,  but  then,  as  foon  as  that  is  over,  has 
thrown  o£F  a  grievous  load  from  his  heart,  and  can 
now  ag^un  rejoice  in  God  and  man ;  or  the  vindic« 
tive  and  implacable  man ^  who  entertains  hatred  and 
malice  in  his  bofom,  thereby  embitters  all  the 
charms  of  fociety,  whenever  he  fells  himfelf,  or  puts 
others  into  a  rage,  and  muft  be  fhy  alike  of  God  and 
man  ?  Which  of  the  two  fuffers  moft,  the  wife  man 
who  moderates  and  fets  bounds  to  his  appetites,  di-> 
reds  them  always  to  the  bed  obje£ls,  and  then  i^ 
fure  of  their  gratification  ;  or  the  flaVe  of  fenfuality, 
who  gives  them  free  fcope,  cherifhes  them  with  com^ 
placency,  and  then  can  fo  feldom  accomplifh  his  de« 
fires,  is  fo  frequently  deceived  by  flattering  expefta- 
tions  ?  Oh  how  eafy,  how  mild  is  the  dominion  of 
virtue  and  religion,  in  comparifon  of  the  cruel  and 
oppreilive  yoke  of  a  fmful,  unchriftian  temper  and 
condufl !  How  much  heavier  are  the  burdens  borne 
to  the  end  of  his  days  by  the  man  who  leads  fuch 
a  life,  than  thofe  which  he  endeavours  thereby  to 
avoid,  and  which  fo  foon  would  ceafe  to  be  burden* 
Ibme  to  him ! 

Let  us,  in  the  lafl:  place,  contraft  profpefts  with 
profpefts,  my  pious  hearers,  and  there  likewife  fee 
on  which  fide  the  preponderance  of  happinefs  or 
mifery  lies.  For  with  the  prefent  neither  the  good 
nor  the  bad  can  be  thoroughly  fatisfied.  The  future 
is  more  to  us  than  the  prefent,  hope  very  often  more 
than  enjoyment,  apprehenfion  more  than  fuflfering. 

The 
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The  prefent  is  a  moment :  the  future  is  unbdunded, 
and  reaches  to  infiiiity,  —  And  what  profpeds  now, 
what  agreeable  and  what  difagreeable  profpeds  does 
futurity  open  to  thee,  o  thou  who  leadeft  an  undhrif- 
tian,  a  fmful  courfe  of  life  ?  What  hopes  does  fuch 
a  life  aflford  thee  ?  Thou  flave  of  fenfuality  or  volup* 
tuoufnefs,  does  it  allow  thee  yet  to  hope  for  ten^ 
twenty,  thirty  years  to  enjoy  a  variety  of  fenfual 
pleafures,  yet  frequently  to  gratify  thy  fordid  lufts 
and  appetites :  thou  Have  of  avarice,  or  ambition, 
does  it  allow  thee  yet  to  add  much  gold  to  thy  trea^ 
fures,  or  yet  to  afcend  fome  fteps  of  authority  and 
honour :  thou  vain  man,  does  it  allow  thee  to  hope, 
flill  frequently  to  fhine  in  companies,  to  receive  ap* 
plaufc,  to  excite  envy,  and  to  fatiate  thyfelf  with  the 
incenfe  of  praife,  or  adulation :  thou  revengeful  man, 
does  it  allow  thee  to  hope  ftill  frequently  to  wreak 
thy  fury  on  thine  adverfary,  and  (till  frequently  to 
(hew  by  fafts  thou  art  not  to  be  affronted  with  im- 
punity :  each  of  them  flatters  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  (liU  for  a  long  time  to  indulge  his  propenfities, 
and  to  walk  in  the  luds  of  his  heart,  and  the  delight 

of  his  eyes. But  are  thefe  profpefts  now,  thefe 

hopes,  I  will  not  fay  grand  and  noble,  I  will  not  fay 
worthy  of  a  rational,  an  immortal  creature,  I  will 
only  fay,  are  they  certain  and  fure  ?  May  one  fafely 
rely  on  them  ?  Are  they  not  juft  as  mutable  and 
peridiable,  as  the  mutable  and  peri(hable  objeds  oa 
which  they  are  built,  and  which  are  one  while  thus, 
then  otherwife^  and  prefently  not  at  all  ?  Arid  what 

entirely 
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entirely  different  profpefls  then  open  upon  thee 
againft  thy  will,  and  to  thy  perdition,  o  thou  who 
leaded  a  finful  life  ?  What  feeft  thou  in  the  hours 
of  ferioufnefs  and  confideration,  which  thou  canft 
not  always  avoid,  what  feeft  thou  then  before  thee  ? 
An  unrelentmg  death,  accompanied  with  all  the  hor- 
rors of  anxiety  and  remorfe !  A  tribunal,  from  the 
righteous  feverity  whereof  nothing  can  defend  theeL 
Retributions,  which  allow  thee  to  expefl:  nothing 
good,  but  to  dread  the  greateft  calamity,  the  moft 
grievous  puniftiment !  A  ftate  of  total,  everlafting 
deftitutbn  of  all  thy  former  happinefs,  and  the  appre- 
henfion  of  an  unutterable,  long-continued,  viewlefs 
traft  of  mifery  !  —  And  if  thefe  profpefts  now  alarm  * 
and  terrify  thee,  o  man,  what  hope  has  thy  unchrif- 
tian,  finful  life  left  for  thee?  Perhaps  the  hope 
fometime  hereafter,  in  the  laft  years  or  days  of  thy 
life,  of  altering  thy  life  for  the  better,  and  fo  of 
efcaping  future  perdition  !  Perhaps  the  hope,  if  thou 
wouldft  dare  to  call  it  fo,  of  being  utterly  annihilated 
by  death,  and  thereby  of  avoiding  all  punifhment ! 
But  how  uncertain,  how  fallacious  is  that  hope  of 
amendment !  As  infecure  as  thy  life,  which,  like  the 
grafs,  to-day  flourifhes,  and  to-morrow  fades !  As 
fallacious  as  fo  many  other  good  refolutions,  which 
thou  hafl  conceived  in  circumftances  far  more  pro- 
pitious, with  far  greater  liberty  and  ftrength,  and  not 
yet  put  in  praftice!  And  how  melancholy,  how 
horrible  is  this  hope  of  annihilation !  How  deeply 
muft  the  man  be  immerfed  in  depravity,  how  defpe- 
VOL.  IT.  P  rately 
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rately  "wicked  and  miferable  mud  he  be,  who  builds 
his  tranquillity  and  his  confolation  on  the  poflibility 

of  lofing  confcioufnefs  and  life  for  ever ! — 

And  what  are  now,  on  the  other  hand,  o  man,  the 
profpefts  in  futurity,  the  hopes,  of  which  an  un- 
chriflian,  finful  courfe  of  life  deprives  thee,  and 
which  are  the  property  of  the  devout,  the  real 
chriftian  ?     Oh  how  mamfold,  how  glorious !    The 
profpeft  of  a  longer  or  fliorter  fpace  of  life  here 
on  earth,  in  which  we  may  hope  to  become  ever 
wifer,  ever  better,  and  of  approaching  ever  nearer 
to  perfeftion ;  the  profpeft  of  doing  and  of  effeft- 
ing  more  and  more  good,  and  thereby  of  continually 
accumulating  additional  treafures  for  eternity ;  the 
profpeft  of  \valking  fafely  and  quietly  the  ways  of 
innocence  and  virtue  under  the  protedUon  of  the 
Almighty,  and  in  full  aflfurance  of  the  divine  conu 
placency,  in  confcious  rectitude,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
circumftances  to  have  grounds  of  ferenity  and  com. 
fort,  fources  qf  fatisfadion  and  joy;  the  profpeft  of 
never  being  attacked  unprepared  by  death,  and  by  it 
to  gain  infinitely  more  than  tojofe  ;  *  the  profpeft,  in 
fliort,  of  an  everlafting  fupremely  happy  life,  where 
all  want,  defefl:,  and  fuflFering  are  no  more,  where 
every  fuperior  capacity  has  to  expert  developement, 
every  generous,  chriftian  difpofition  the  moft  glori- 
ous aliment,  every  virtuous  aptitude  a  proportionate 
fphere  of  operadon,  every  good  and  humane  adion 
its  reward  and  praife.     What  profpeds !     What  * 
hopes,  my  dear  friends !    How  irreparable  muft  be 
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the  lofs  fuftained  by  thofe  from  whom  they  are  ra- 
vifhed,  to  whom  they  are  obfcured  by  Hd,  whom  it 
deprives  of  thefe  hopes,  who  have  every  thing  to  fear 
from  it  in  futurity ! 

And  now,  o  thou,  who  flill  leaded  an  unchriftian, 
a  finful  courfe  of  life,  whofe  ruling  fentiments  and 
affections  are  flill  wicked  and  vain,  and  who  had: 
now  contrafled  the  happinefs  which  thou  enjoyed 
with  that  which  thou  foregoeft,  the  troubles  and  fuf- 
ferings  which  thou  avoided  with  thofe  which  thou 
beared,  the  profpe£ts  and  expectations  which  thou 
had  with  thofe  which  thou  art  prevented  fix)m 
havings  deny  it  if  thou  cand,  that  the  end  of  thefe 
things  is  death,  that  thy  life  upon  the  whole,  and 
compared  with  the  life  of  the  chridian,  is  a  wretch- 
ed and  miferable  life,  and  yet  only  the  commence- 
ment of  a  far  more  wretched  and  miferable  life 
in  the  world  to  come :  and  if  thou  cand  not  deny 
it,  if  thou  feeled  the  truth  of  it,  and  the  defire, 
the  fervent  defire  of  becoming  better  and  happier, 
is  excited  in  thy  bread,  oh  let  not  that  con- 
vidion  and  that  defire  immediately  die  away,  let 
them  accompany  thee  to  thy  dwelling,  follow  thee 
into  retirement,  and  there  grow  up  into  reality  and 
a£Hon«  A  finful  condud  is  inimical  to  man,  is  a 
public  nuifance ;  for  never  can  we  fin,  without  wad- 
ing and  abufing  the  faculties  and  property  and  time, 
which  we  might  and  ought  to  have  employed  in 
promoting  the  welfare  both  of  ourfelves  and  others. 
Bid  adieu  then  to  fin,  which  is  thy  dedru£tion,  re- 
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fufe  It  thy  fervice,  thy  obedience  for  ever.     Watch, 

pray,  contend,  labour  and  perfevere,  and    become 

progreffively  more  zealous,  till  thou  haft  mattered 

thyfelf,  conquered  thy  bafe  lufts,  and  correded  and 

improved  thy  temper  and  conduft  by  the  precepts 

of  wifdom  and  the  gofpel  of   Chrift,      Confider 

the  magnitude  of  the  concern :  it  is  about  avoiding 

uttermoft  mifery,  it  is  about  happinefs,  real,  abiding 

happinefs,   and    thefe   thou  canft   never  purchafe 

too  dearly,  never  too  early  enjoy,  and  yet  thou 

canft  nowhere,  nowhere  find  them  but  on  the  path 

of  chriftian  virtue  and  piety !     Blefled  is  he  who 

walks  that  path  and  perfeveres  in  it  to  the  end ! 

Satisfaftion  and  hope  will  accompany  him  upon  it, 

and  its  iflue  is  joy  and  felicity. 


■»   ■       -    »  » 
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SERMON  XLliL 


The  Wifdom  of  a  religious  and  virtuous  Courfe  of  Life. 


/^OD,  eternal,  inexhauflible  fountain  of  intel- 
^^  led  and  wifdom,  lo,  we,  thy  creatures,  thy 
children,  come  into  thy  prefence  in  prayer  to  thee, 
the  giver  of  all  good  gifts,  for  that  underftanding 
and  that  wifdom,  which  we  are  in  want  of  for  the 
accomplifliment  of  thy  will  and  the  promotion  of  our 
own  happinefs.  Thou  addreflfeft  us  thyfelf  by  one 
of  thy  minifters :  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom  let  him 
a/k  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and 
upbraideth  not,  and  it  (hall  be  given  him.  Yes,  we 
feel  our  want,  o  Father  of  Mercies !  It  is  great,  it 
is  urgent,  it  occafions  us  too  frequently  to  decline  far, 
far  from  the  paths  of  reflitude,  ofvirtue,  and  of  hap- 
pinefs !  Ah  do  thou  fupply  our  want.  Grant  us 
the  light  and  the  warmth,  the  juft  perceptions  and 
the  good,,  religious  fentiments  in  which  we  are  ftill 
deJFeftive,  in  order  to  be  thoroughly  intelligent  and 
wife  in  heart  and  life.  Give  us  thoroughly  to  un- 
derftand,  what  real  wifdom  is,  on  what  path  we 
are  to  feek  and  to  find  it,  how  we  may  fecure  to  our- 
felves  its  poffefTion  for  ever,  and  grant  that  we  may 
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then  diligently  fet  about  and  profecute  our  refearches 
after  it.  untill  we  haTe  found  it  and  made  it  our  own, 
Ainft  us  alfo  now  in  reflecting  calmly  and  ferioufly 
on  this  fubjed,  and  beftpw  a  blefling  on  our  reflec- 
tions ;  that,  in  this  as  in  all  our  works,  begxm,  con? 
tinned,  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify  thy  holy 
name,  and  finally  by  thy  mercy  obtain^everlafting 
life,  which  thou  halt  promifed  u$  as  the  confeflbr^ 
and  votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  in  whofe  name,  and 
in  firm  reliance  on  thofe  promifes,  we  further  call 
upon  thee;  faymg.  Our  father,  &c* 


JOB,  xxvuu  28. 

And  onto  man  he  faid  :  Behold,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is 
wifdom  J  and  to  depart  from  evU  U  underftanding. 

T^VERY  one,  my  devout  audience,  would  gladly 
be  reckoned  wife ;  and  though  every  one  does 
*  not  eftimate  the  praife  of  wifdom  according  to  its  full 
value  and  prefer  it  to  every  other  praife,  yet  no  one 
is  abfolutely  indiiFerent  to  it.  Even  he  who  ads  fooU 
iflily,  would  feem  to  be  wife.  To  this  end  he  either 
^deavours  to  conceal  his  foolifli  undertakings  and 
aftions  from  the  eyes  of  the  intelligent,  or  to  impute 
to  them  fuch  grounds  and  views,  as  may  give  them  a 
certain  colouring  of  wifdom.  This  is  founded  in 
our  nature,  my  pious  hearers.  We  refpeft,  we  love, 
whatever  is  refpeftable  and  amiable,  when  once  we 
know  it.    Whoever  therefore  calls  our  attention  to 

what 
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what  Is  eminently  refpe^bble  and  amiable,  whoever 
teaches  us  to  know  and  to  efteem  wifdom,  who- 
ever fhews  us  wherein  it  confifts,  whereby  it  is 
feen,  how  we  way  juftly  bear  and  maintain  the  ap» 
pellation  of  wife  perfons,  we  fliould  take  for  a  friend 
who  means  us  well,  for  a  benefador  to  whom  we 
owe  much  gratitude.  Religion,  my  pious  hearers, 
will  perform  the  office  of  fuch  a  friend  and  benefac- 
tor, (he  will  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  and  to  the 
pofleffion  of  true  wifdom,  (he  will  make  us  wife 
both  for  the  prefent  and  the  future  life.  And  for 
this  flie  is  perfectly  qualified.  The  wifdom  which 
the  teaches  us,  is  not  vain,  idle  fpeculation,  not  pom-, 
pons  pedantry,  not  the  fcience  of  objefts  that  are 
above  our  comprehenfion,  or  beyond  our  fphere  of 
operadon  and  are  by  no  means  conneded  with  our 
happinefs.  No,  it  is  entirely  practical,  applicable 
to  all  fituations  and  occurences  of  our  ordinary  courfe 
of  life,  conneded  with  all  our  aflfairs  and  tranfa6\ions, 
not  calculated  to  render  us  learned,  but  intelligent, 
good,  contented  and  happy.  He  that  ftudies  and 
pradifes  this  wifdom,  may  not  be  able  indeed  to  an- 
fwer  numberlefs  quefUons  of  curiofity  or  imperti- 
nence, to  folve  many  difficulties  in  the  material  and 
the  intelleftual  world,  but  every  truth  that  is  necef- 
fary  and  ufefiil  to  him  he  will  eaiily  difcover  and  re- 
tain, he  will  fafely  chufe  between  good  and  ill,  do 
in  every  cafe  what  is  befl;  and  moft  expedient,  and 
every  ftep  he  takes,  will  carry  him  nearer  to  the  true 
^nd  of  his  being.    In  ihort,  the  wifdom  which  reli- 
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gion  recommends  and  imparts  to  us,  is  a  virtuou9» 
godly  courfe  of  life,  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  to 
the  fpirit  of  chriftianity.  He  who  leads  fuch  a  life, 
18  truly,  is  eminently  intelligent  and  wife,  even  though 
his  perceptions  and  knowledge  in  all  other  refpeds 
be  ever  fo  confined,  even  though  he  fhould  be  to- 
tally deftitute  of  whatever  elfe  is  called  wifdom,  fd- 
ence  and  erudition.  The  fear  of  the  lord,  fays  reli« 
gion  to  us  in  our  text  and  in  feveral  other  places,  the 
fear  of  the  lord,  that  is  vdfdom,  and  to  depart  from 
evil  is  underftanding ! 

Let  us  therefore  from  thefe  words  confider  the 
wifdom  of  a  virtuous  and  godly  life,  or  fhew,  that  the 
perfon  who  leads  fuch  a  life,  thinks  and  ads  with 
true  wifdom.  A  confideration,  which  may  prove 
the  xxiore  falutary  to  u$  and  free  us  from  the  more 
baneful  prejudices,  as  we  are  fo  apt  to  take  fuch  an 
one,  who  in  his  judgments  and  in  his  condu£i  flridly 
adheres  to  the  precepts  of  religion  and  chriftianity, 
for  a  fool,  and  to  laugh  at  him  as  one  difordered  in 
mind.  Let  us  therefore  m  a  few  particular  inftances 
fee  what  wifdom  is,  and  whether  it  fuits  the  charac^ 
ter  of  the  man  who  is  a  chriftian  in  heart  and  life« 
Each  of  yoi;i,  my  pious  hearers,  after  having  granted 
any  degree  of  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  will  be  qua- 
lified to  judge  of  it,  whether  he  be  learned  or  un- 
learned, wife  or  unwife. 

It  i$  in  the  firft  place  wifdom,  this  you  will  all  al- 
low, it  is  wifdom,  to  judge  rightly  of  what  we  are 
highly  interefted  in  knowing  j  to  take  every  objeft 
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for  what  it  is,  and  for  nothing  elfe  ;  to  expefl:  from 
any  objed  no  more  than  what  it  is  able  to  afford,  to 
hope  or  to  fear  fix)m  any  objeft  no  more  than  it  can 
profit  or  hurt ;  to  view  and  to  treat  every  objefl: 
agreeably  to  its  real  quality,  its  intrinfic  worth,  its 
proper jA^ignation.  It  is  therefore  wifdom  to  take 
the  good  for  good,  the  bad  for  bad,  the  little  for 
little,  the  great  for  great,  the  tranfitory  for  tranfk 
tory,  the  undecaying  for  undecaying,  femblance  for 
femblance  and  reality  for  reality,  and  then  to  treat 
what  we  hold  to  be  bad,  to  be  little,  to;  be  tranfi- 
tory, to  be  femblance,  altogether  differently  from 
that  which  we  know  to  be  good,  to  be  great,  to 
be  undecaying,  to  be  reaL  But  can  ye  refufe  to 
allow  this  wifdom  to  the  man  who  regulates  his 
thoughts  and  conduft  by  the  diftates  of  virtue  and 
the  precepts  of  chriftianity  ?  Who  judges  more 
juftly  of  the  worth  of  things  than  he  ?  Whofe  af- 
feftions,  efforts,  a£Kons  are  more  agreeable  to  it 
than  his  ?  Who  feeks  and  avoids,  who  loves 
and  hates,  who  hopes  and  fears,  who  rejoices  and 
grieves  upon  firmer  and  jufter  grounds  than  the 
friend  of  virtue,  than  the  chriftian  ?  In  his  eyes  no- 
thing is  good,  nothing  great,  nothing  refpeftable 
and  covetable  but  what  is  fo  likewife  in  the  fight  of 
God,  what  God  alfo  wills  and  approves,  what  con- 
duds  us  to  God,  approximates  us  to  him,  and 
renders  us  more  fufceptible  and  worthy  of  his  com- 
placency and  his  fcUowfhip.  In  his  eyes  however 
likewife  nothing  is  bad,  nothing  little,  nothing  odi- 
ous 
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ous  or  deteflable,  except  what  is  at  (Irife  with  the ' 
eternal  laws  of  truth  and  order,  with  the  laws  of 
God  and  his  ambaflador  Jefus  Chrift,  what  under- 
inines  and  deftroys  real,  intrinfic  perfeftion,  per- 
manent happinefs  in  himfelf  and  others.  —  Virtue, 
progreffively  purer,  fuperior  virtue,  fimilaity  with 
Chrift,  fimilarity  with  God,  is  the  foverwgn  good 
^er  which  he  ftrives.  Sin,  vice,  moral  fervitude, 
and  the  mifery  thence  flowing  is  the  only  real  evil 
that  he  knows  and  fliuns.  Juftice  and  beneficence,  to 
conceive,  to  intend,  to  contrive,  to  eSe&uate  good, 
is  his  greatefl:  delight.  To  be  furprized  into  feults, 
to  be  hurried  away  by  pafTion,  to  mifs  or  to  let  flip  or 
to  mifemploy  the  opportunity  and  lofe  the  ability  for 
doing  good,  is  what  grieves  and  troubles  him  more 
than  the  privation  of  ever  fo  many  wordly  goods  and 
outward  advantages.  —  To  difpleafe  God  and  to  re- 
cede from  him,  is  what  of  all  things  he  mod  dreads  ; 
to  pleafe  him,  to  fecure  his  approbation,  to  keep 
always  near  him,  is  that  for  which  he  mod  fervently 
longs  and  on  which  he  principally  builds  his  hopes. 
—To  him  wealth,  honour,  rank,  ftation,  power 
and  authority  are  never  ultimate  objefts,  never  pof- 
feflions,  that  on  their  own  account  deferve  to  be  ef- 
teemed  and  fought.  To  him  they  are  only  means 
and  incentives  and  inftruments,  for  putting  tiimfelf 
?ind  others  in  adion,  for  levelling  to  himfelf  and 
others  the  road  to  fuperior  perfedion  and  happinefs. 
Truth  and  virtue  are  to  him  in  any  ftation,  in  any 
dwelling,  under  any  garb,  in  any  ihape  refpedable ; 

and 
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iand  no  elevation,  no  palace,  no  external  fplen^ 
dpvr,  no  borrowed  luftre  can  fcreen  foljiy  and  vice 
from  his  contempt,  —  —  Never  does  he  in  ihort 
promife  himfelf  from  tranfitory  objeds  unfailing 
advantages,  never  from  terreftrial,  crumbling  po& 
feffions  |lkre  and  unmingled  delights,  never  confider 
what  is  lent  him  for  only  a  fliort,  precarious  time, 
as  his  property,  never  rely  on  objefts  that  cannot 
avail  him  any  thing  in  death  and  after  death,  ne- 
ver prefer  the  temporal  to  the  eternal,  that  which 
endures  but  a  moment,  tp  that  which  never  ends, 
never  expe£t  from  the  creatures,  what  is  only  in  the 
power  of  the  creator.  But,  from  him,  the  Eternal, 
the  Immutable,  he  expe£ls  pure  good,  all  the  good 
of  which  he  is  fufceptible ;  him  will  he  truft  for 
all  things,  for  far  more  than  at  prefent  he  can  de- 
fire  or  comprehend.  Thus  does  the  virtuous  man, 
the  chriftian,  think  and  judge  concerning  the  va- 
lue of  things.  Thus  is  he  difpofed  towards  them^ 
And  muft  not  this  inward  ftate  of  mind  be  real 
wifdom  ? 

To  proceed.  It  is  wifdom,  my  pious  hearers,  to 
z&  upon  well-tried,,  found  and  jfirm  principles ;  to 
have  a  definite  and  worthy  aim  and  refolutely  to  pur« 
fue  it ;  to  know  the  proper  end  of  our  being,  to  have 
it  conftantly  before  our  eyes,  and  to  judge  and  treat 
jail  elfe  in  reference  to  its  fituation  towards  it.  While 
the  fool  or  the  finner,  for  whoever  is  the  one  is 
alfo  the  other,  while  therefore  the  fool  or  the  finner 
is  inclined  one  day  thus  and  the  next  odierwife :  fol- 
lows 
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lows  now  thefe  and  then  different  maxims  and  ruiea 
of  condudy  is  one  while  aiming  at  thefe^  and  (hortly 
afterwards  at  quite  oppofite  purpofesj  ads  now  like 
a  rational,  immortal  being  and  prefently  like  a  mere 
fenfual,  animal  creature :  the  wife  man  is  always 
confident  with  himfelf,  has  always  the  fame  ftand^ 
ard  in  his  hand,  always  the  fame  objefk  in  view  and 
walks  always  the  fame  way,  in  order  that  he  may  ar- 
rive at  it.  And  fuch  a  wife  man  is  undoubtedly  he 
who  in  thought  and  life  purfues  the  didates  of  virtue 
and  chriftianity.  He  is  not  the  puppet  dtber  of  his 
own  or  other  men's  paffions,  not  a  reed  that  is  fliaken 
to  and  fro  by  every  wind,  not  a  weak,  blind  re- 
peater and  imitator  of  what  others  fay  and  do,  not 
the  flave  of  accident,  adopting  the  tone  as  it  were  of 
every  book  that  falls  into  his  hands,  of  every  compa- 
ny in  which  he  happens  to  be,  of  every  fafluon  that 
comes  out,  of  every  fortunate  or  unfortunate  event 
that  occurs  to  him,  and  is  thus  perpetually  betrayed 
into  errors  and  inconfiftences.  No,  he  has  efpoufed 
the  party  of  virtue  and  chriftian  re£Htude  on  mature 
deliberation  and  from  inward  convi^on,  and  ad- 
heres immoveably  to  it ;  let  the  judgments  that 
others  pafs'  upon  it,  and  the  changes  in  his  outward 
drcumftances  be  what  they  may.  The  brilliant  goal 
to  which  God  by  Jefus  Chrid  has  called  him,  the 
bleffed  immortality,  the  everlailing  rewards  which  he 
holds  out  to  him  by  this  his  ambaffador,  are  in  his  eyes 
fo  grand,  fo  glorious,  focovetable,  that  he  never  en- 
tirely lofes  fight  of  them,  and  all  that  may  draw  him 
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backwards  from  them  he  accounts  as  lols,  whereas 
all  that  may  help  him  on  his  progreis  towards  them, 
he  reckons  as  gain  and  felicity.  He  has,  from  free 
choice  and  clear  perception,  taken  the  path  of  chrif<> 
tian  reftitude,  as  the  4tfe&  and  fureft  way  to  that 
goal,  and  walks  along  it  boldly  and  fteadily,  whe- 
ther he  be  accompanied  by  many  or  by  few.  As  he 
goes  however  he  difcems  the  footfteps  of  his  captain 
and  anteceiTor  Jefus  Chrift,  which  aflfuredly  will  not 
lead  him  aftray,  which  muft  infallibly  guide  him  to 
the  fummit  of  perfection  and  happinefs.  To  follow 
him,  to  acquire  perpetually  a  nearer  refemblance  to 
him  ;  to  exercife  himfelf  here  in  virtue  j  to  learn  to 
think  and  ad  more  and  more  ufefully  to  mankind ; 
to  evolve  and  ftrengthen  his  faculties  and  endow- 
ments by  the  bed,  the  faithfulefl  application  of  them, 
and  thus  to  become  capable  of  a  fuperior,  a  better 
life  and  a  greater  adivity  :  he  holds  to  be  his  true, 
his  proper  deftination,  to  this  he  has  a  conftant  regard 
in  whatever  he  does  and  forbears  to  do,  acquires  and 
abandons,  enjoys  and  facriiices ;  and  thereafter  he 
judges  of  progrefs  and  refiftance,  elevation  and 
meannefs,  wealth  and  poverty,  health  and  ficknefs, 
life  and  death.  Thus  is  he  conflantly  true  to  his 
principles,  is  ftedfaft  and  immoveable,  and  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  he 
knows  that  his  labour  will  not  be  in  vain. 

It  is  thirdly  wifdom,  my  pious  hearers,  not  to  ex- 
ert one's  powers  in  vain  or  on  a  bare  venture,  not 
tQ  think  of  attaining  one's  ends  i^ithout  ufmg  the 
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prroper  means,  much  lefs  to  ufe  fuch  means  as  have 
a  contrary  tendency  and  put  us  farther  from  that  at- 
tainment ;  therefore  to  feek  perfcfUon,  fatisfedion^ 
liappinefs  where  they  are  really  to  be  found,  there  to 
feek  them  in  that  degree  atld  proportion,  in  which' 
we  may  reafonably  hope  to  obtain  them  ;  to  accept 
therefore  with  gratitude  the  good  that  we  may  have 
and  enjoy,  cheerfully  to  enjoy  it  and  faithfully  to  ufe  it, 
though  it  be  imperfeft  and  might  be  better.  —  And 
likewife  this  wifdom,  my  dear  friends,  certainly  be- 
longs to  the  man  who  regulates  his  life  by  the  pre- 
cepts of  virtue  and  chriftianity.     He  works  not   at 
random.  He  knows  in  whom  he  may  believe,  whom 
he  may  truft,  on  whom  he  may  rely,  of  whom  he 
may  look  for  aid  and  relief,  from  whom  he  may  ex- 
.peft  approbation  and  reward.     He  never  employs 
his  abilities  in  vain,  as  long  as  he  employs  them  as 
duty  and  confcience  enjoin,  bccaufe  his  grand  con- 
cern is',  not  fo  much  the  external  benefit  he  acquires, 
or  the  greater  effeSs  he  produces  around  him,  as 
Bbout  the  beft  ufe  of  his  faculties  and  about  the  ac- 
compHfhment  of  the  divine  will.     If  he  fulfil  the 
will  of  his  heavenly  father  by  the  praftice  of  juf- 
tice  and  beneficence,  he  has  no  reafon  to  account 
any  pains,  any  labour,  any  expenfe  of  time,  any 
exertion  of  his  powers,  to  be  thrown  away,  let  the 
prefent  and  vifible  confequences  be  what  they  may. 
For  he  feeks  his  perfeftion  and  happinefs  not  in  the 
tranfitory,  perifliing  objefts  that  are  without  him, 
which  belong  not  to  himfelf  and  cannot  always  con- 
tinue 
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tinue  his,  not  in  wealth,  not  in  the  honour  of  men, 
not  in  a  luxurious,  voluptuous  life ;  but  he  feeks 
them  in  himfelf,  in  the  dictates  of  his  immortal 
mind,  in  the  virtuous  and  devout  fentiments  of  his 
heart,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  good  a^ons,  in  his 
clofer  connexion  with  God,  the  original  fountain  of 
life  and  felicity,  in  his  intimate  fellowfhip  with  Jefus, 
the  chief  and  lord  of  all  the  pure  in  heart :  and  there 
he  may  ccHitinually  find  and  af^ually  does  find  it, 
whether  moreover  he  be  rich  or  poor,  high  or  low, 
perform  much  or  little  in  the  world,  produce  greater 
or  lefs  alterations  and  effefts  around  him.  He  withal 
expefts  no  fuperhuman  perfe£Kon,  no  entirely  pure 
and  uninterrupted  happinefs  ;  but  only  the  perfec- 
tion and  happinefs  that  is  adapted  to  his  prefent  ftate : 
and  thus  he  accepts  and  enjoys  that  advantage 
which  he'  receives,  that  fatisfaftion  which  God 
grants  him,  that  fuccefs  with  which  he  crowns  his  ef- 
forts, with  a  glad  and  grateful  heart,  and  never  allows 
the  thought  that  it  might  be  ftill  greater,  ftill  purer, 
(HU  more  perfeft,  to  obftruft  him  in  the  enjoyment 
ofit. 

?He  is  fourthly  by  every  man's  confeffion  wife,  who 
has  the  art  of  adapting  himfelf  to  all  circumftances, 
of  conforming  to  all  events,  of  being  content  in  all 
vicifStudes  :  he  therefore  who  beholds  the  objeds, 
the  perfons,  he  is  connefted  with,  the  events  and 
accidents  that  befall  him,  as  they  really  are,  and  takes 
and  treats  them  accordingly,  and  not  as  he  wifhes  or 
as  others  wifh  they  might  be,  and  not  as  he  iraagines^ 
or  as  others  imagine  they  ought  to  be*  And  who,  my 
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dear  friends,  who  thinks  and  a£b  fo  wifely,  if  the 
virtuous  man,  the  chriftian  does  not  ?     Will  he  fret 
and  fume  and  be  excited  to  impatience  and  murmur- 
ing about  objeds  that  are  not  in  his  power,   which 
depend  on  fuperior  laws  unknown  to  him  ?    Will 
he  require  that  the  great  (hould  be  regulated  by  the 
little,  the  whole  by  one  particular  inconfiderable 
parr,  thoufands  by  one,  that  all  the  viciffitudes  which 
happen  in  the  world  or  even  only  among  his  ac- 
quaintance and  friends,  fhould  coincide  with   his 
vifhes,  that  they  (hould  revolve  round  him  as  their 
centre,  all  relate  to  him,  all  be  at  his  command,  all 
refped  his  perceptions  and  his  inclinations  as  their 
rule  and  (landard  ?    Will  the  virtuous  man,  will  the 
chriftian,  I  fay,  require  fuch  incongruities  ?  He,  who 
deems  all  the  circumftances,  all  the  connexions  in 
which  he  is,  to  be  confequences  of  divine  arrange- 
ments and  difpenfations,  and  confiders  all  that  hap- 
pens and  does  not  happen,  in  its  dependence  on  the 
will  of  the  fovereign  ruler  of  the  univerfe  ?     He, 
who  fo  fenfibly  feels  the  narrow  limits  of  his  percep- 
tions and  powers,  who  thinks  fo  modeftly  of  him- 
lelf  and  of  his  merits  and  claims,  and  is  animated 
by  fuch  an  univerfal,  difinterefted  benevolence,  fo 
generous  and  cordial  an  affedion  for  all  mankind  ? 
He,  who  with  fuch  convidion  perceives  and  thinks, 
that  in  the  (late  of  difcipline  and  probation  in  which 
he  lives  at  prefent,  ^11,  the  evil  as  well  as  the  good, 
the  adverfe  as  well  as  the  agreeable,  may  be  profita*- 
ble  and  falutary  to  him  ?    No,  even  in  thefe  refpeds 
he  palpably  (hews  that  virtue  and  religion  have  made 

him 
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bim  wife.  He  will  acquiefce  in  whatever  depends 
not  on  him,  but  on  God  and  on  the  order  of  things 
eftabliihed  by  him ;  corred  and  amend  himfelf, 
when  he  cannot  corred  and  Miend  that  which  is 
without  him  and  atomid  him ;  had  rather  regulate 
himfelf  by  othen  and  prevent  them  by  kindnefs  and 
complaifance,  than  from  pride  and  itifolence  and  af- 
ter all  in  vain,  require  them  to  do  fo  by  him.  In  a 
word  he  will,  in  whatever  befalls  himfelf  and  others, 
revere  the  difpofal  of  the  All-wife  and  All-bountiful, 
will  confefs  that  whateyer  God  decrees  concerning 
him,  is  righteous  and  proper  and  be  iatisfied  with  all 
bis  arrangements  and  difpenfations.  Thus  will  he 
be  able  to  boaft  with  the  apofUe :  *'  I  have  learnt,  in 
whatfoeveir  ftate  I  am  therewith  to  be  content :  I  know 
both  how  to  be  abafed,  and  I  know  how  to  abound : 
every  where  and  in  all  things  I  am  tnftru&ed  both 
to  be  full  and  to  be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to 
fufPer  need.  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  which 
fbengtbeneth  me." 

It  Is  fifthly  wifdom,  my  pious  hearers,  to  be  ready 
to  fuffer  a  petty  lofs  in  order  to  prevent  a  greater, 
readily  to  relinquifh  a  fmaller  tranfient  pleafure, 
readily  to  let  flip  an  inferior  advantage,,  in  order 
thereby  to  fecure  a  greater  and  more  durable  plea- 
fure or  advantage  ;  therefore  to  look  not  only  at 
the  prefent,  but  alfo  at  the  future,  to  endeavour 
even  now  to  render  ourfelves  fufceptible  and  worthy 
of  the  benefits  that  we  defire  and  ezpeA  hereaf- 
ter, and  rather  to  prevent  the  evil  which  we  dread^ 
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than  allow  it  firft  to  arife,  to  fprea^  and  eftablifh  it* 
felf,  and  then  be  forced  to  ftruggle  againft  it,  un* 
certain  whether  we  (hall  ever  get  the  better  of  it. 
And  likewife  here  that  perfon  who  thinks  and  lives 
virtuouily  and  chriftianly,  ads  with  particular  vidf- 
dom.  He  looks  more  at  the  inviiible  than  at  the  vi* 
fible,  more  at  the  future^  which  endureth  for  ever^ 
than  at  the  pre^t,  which  is  of  fo  precarious  and 
ihort  a  dursltion.  Ready  to  relinquifli  any  temporal 
advantage,  any  fenfual  gratification,  any  outvirard 
pre-eminence,  whenever  fummoned  to  it  by  duty 
and  confcience,  he  would  rather  iofe  all,  rather  let 
them  all  flip  by  him,  than  fuffer  damage  in  his  foul^ 
than  forfeit  the  complacency  and  the  favour  of  his 
God  and  his  pretenfions  to  the  felicity  of  the  future 
world.  No  (acrifice  that  he  makes  to  God  and  vir- 
tue, is  lofs  in  his  eyes,  however  expenfiye  in  itfelf. 
He  with  Mofes  has  refpefl:  unto  the  recompenfe  of 
the  reward  and  knows,  that  the  fufferings  of  this 
prefent  time  come  into  no  confideration  if  compared 
with  the  glory  that  hereafter  awaits  the  vidon  This 
glory,  this  real,  permanent  advantage  he  feeks  al- 
ready to  fecure,  to  render  himfelf  even  now  con- 
tinually more  capable  and  worthy  of  their  future  en« 
joyment,  and  even  at  prefent  to  confirm  himfelf  in 
thofe  fentiments  and  affedions,  and  to  acquire  thofe 
good  habitudes  which  are  fuitable  to  that  fuperior 
ftate.  —  —  On  the  other  hand,  my  pious  hearers^ 
he  waits  not  till  fm  has  cheated,  enervated,  over- 
come him,   till  it  has  brought  him  to  the  brink  of 
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rain,  before  bethinks  of  contending  with  it,  and  of 
liberating  himfelf  from  the  calamities  it  has  brought 
upon  him.     No,  he  avoids  iniquity  in  its  firft  com- 
mencement,  fliuns  the  fource  of  the  calamity  he 
dreails,  and  expofes  himfelf  to  no  danger  which  it  is: 
more  eafy  for  him  to  avoid  than  to  conquer.     He 
therefore  poftpones  not  his  amendment,  becaufe  he 
knows,  that  it  becomes  daily  more  difficult ;  allows 
no  bad  cuftom  and  paffion  to  prevail  over  him,  be- 
caufe he  knows,  how  uncertain  it  is,  whether  he 
Ihall  ever  quit  or  controul  it  when  once  it  has  ac- 
quired a  certain  degree  of  force,  and  is  on  his 
guard  againft  the  firft  ftep  towards  vice  and  bondage, 
becaufe  he  can  eafily  forefee,   that  it  would  be, diffi- 
cult for  him  to  ftop  (hort  at  this  firft  ftep,  and  that  he 
who  once  enters  on  that  flippery  path,  is  never  fure 
whether  and  when  he  fliall  get  out  of  it  again.  — 
When  fin  holds  out  to  him  profit  and  pleafure,  he 
immediately  thinks  on  the  far  greater  lofs,  on  the 
far  longer  torment,  on  the  diftrefs  and  pain  which 
foon  or  late  are  the  wages  of  its  infamous  drudgery. 
Whereas  when  virtue  and  religion  demand  facrifices 
of  him,  impofe  fome  burdens  on  him,   chaften  him 
by  affliftions,  he  reprefents  to  himfelf  the  honour 
and  the  glorious  confequences  of  perfevering  reflti- 
tude  and  the  greater  refemblance  with  his  chieftain 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  thus  the  profpeft  of  the  future  al- 
ways  determines  him  in  the  choice  of  the  prefent, 
and  never  permits  him  to  chufe  anything  that  does 
not  en  the  whole  tend  to  his  greateft  advantage,  ne- 
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ver  to  do  any  thing  that  he  fhall  ever  have  caufe  to 
lament.  And  muft  not  fuch  a  condud  be  judicious, 
be  wife? 

No  lefs  aiTuredly  is  it  laftly  fagadty  and  wifdom, 
my  pious  hearers,  when  a  man  determines  to  be  and 
to  do  no  more  than  he  can  and  (hould  be  and  do, 
and  when  he  readily  and  cheerfully  is  and  does  that 
which  he  can  and  (hould  be  and  do ;   when  he  there* 
fore  at  every  time,  in  every  office,  in  every  fituation, 
in  every  place  does  and  eSeGts  that  good,  which  at 
that  time,  in  that  office,  in  that  (ituadon,  in  that 
place  he  can  do  and  effe&,  and  never  is  idle  or  dif- 
pirited  becaufe  perhaps  in  other  drcumftances,  in 
another  poft,  in  another  place,  at  another  time  he 
could  do  more  good.  And  likewife  this  wifdom,  my 
dear  friends,  particularly  belongs  to  the  man  who  is 
a  truly  pious  chriftian  in  thought  and  life.    The 
fentiment  of  his  dependence  on  God,  and  filial  obe- 
dience towards  his  heavenly  father  govern  his  incli* 
nations,  as  well  as  his  afHons.     How  then  can  he 
ever  think  of  being  and  doing,  any  thing  but  what 
God,  his  father  and  his  lord,  determines  that  he 
(hould  ^  and  do  ?  No,  it  is  God,  thinks  he  to  him- 
felf,  the  All-wife,  the  All-gracious  it  is,  who  has  allot- 
ted the  meafure  of  my  capacities  and  powers,  affigned 
me  the  poft  which  I  occupy  in  his  dominion,  and 
placed  me  in  the  connexions,  in  the  circumftances, 
which  are  favourable  or  not  favourable,  which  keep 
me  back  or  impel  me  forward ;  it  is  God,  who  caufes 
me  now  to  meet  with  the  affiftance  and  relief,  now 
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the  oppofition  and  obftru3ions»  whereon  the  better 
or  the  worfe  fuccefs  of  my  efforts  and  exertions  de- 
pends. He  has  fixed  the  fcope  and  limits  to  my 
fphere  of  operation,  fettled  my  relations  towards 
others^  and  the  relations  of  others  towards  me,  and 
the  relations  of  all  towards  the  whole,  and  deter- 
mined the  influence  which  I  fhould  have  or  not  on 
the  welfare  and  the  fortunes  of  all.  Muft  not  he  be 
the  beft  judge  of  what  I  am  fit  or  not  fit  for,  how 
much  or  how  little  he  may  commit  and  entruft  to 
me,  to  what  purpofes  he  can  employ  or  not  employ 
me  ?  No,  it  is  childiih  petulance  to  cavil  at  his  wife 
adminillration,  to  affe£t  to  be  more,  to  do  more,  to 
operate  more,  than  my  faculties,  my  poft,  my  dr- 
cumftances  will  allow.  Would  he,  the  fovereign 
ruler  of  the  univerfe,  that  thefe  or  thofe  remarkable 
alterations  and  improvements,  which  I  wifh  to  effed 
and  yet  cannot  effed,  among  mankind,  my  brethren, 
Ihould  take  place,  he  never  is  deficient  in  means  and 
inftruments  to  (hat  end,  whenever  the  beft,  the  pro- 
pereft  time  for  it  is  arrived.  Of  me  he  requires  no 
more  than  that  I  deal  faithfully  in  thofe  tranfadions 
which  he  has  entrufted  to  me,  that  I  labour  in  full 
af&ance  in  his  providence,  and  leave  to  him  the  refult 
of  my  labour.  If  I  execute  the  bufinefs  which  he  has 
commiffioned  me  to  do,  if  I  be  that  which  he  defigns 
that  I  ihould  be,  I  am  fure  of  his  good  pleafure,  I 
advance  progreffively  to  fuperior  perfection,  he  will 
hereafter  entruft  more  to  me,  and  then  fhall  I  plain- 
ly perceive,  that  I  even  at  prefent  have  not  laboured 
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in  vain.  Thus  thinks  the  virtuous  man,  the  chriftian ; 
and  is  not  this  to  think  fagacioufly  and  wifely  ? 

Yes,  my  dear  friends,  let  us  confider  the  matter 
on  whichever  fide  we  will,  the  declaration  in  our 
text  fhines  to  our  eyes  as  an  undeniable,  a  divine 
truth :  God  himfelf  has  faid  to  man,  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  that  is  wifdom,  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  un- 
derflanding!     Yes,  it  is   certain,  that  a  virtuous, 
godly,  chriftian  life  is  an  eminently  wife  and  intelli- 
gent life  \  certain,  that  he  alone  deferves  the  appel- 
lation of  a  real  fage,  who  adopts  fuch  a  temper  and 
condud !   Happy  he,  who  inwardly  feels  and  firmly 
believes  this  truth,  and,  being  now  inflamed  with  the 
moft  ardent  afpirations  after  this  mfdom,  implores 
it  of  him  who  alone  can  give  it,  and  who  freely  be- 
(tows  it  on  every  one  who  is  earneftly  folicitous  about 
it !     Thrice  happy  the  man,  who  finds  this  wifdom, 
the  man  who  acquires  this  underftanding !     "  The 
merchandife  of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandife  of 
fjver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold.    Length 
of  days  is  in  her  right  hand  ;  and  in  her  left  hand 
riches  and  honour.    Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs ;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.     She  is  a  tree  of 
life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her :  and  happy  is 
every  one  that  retaineth  her !"    Oh  may  ye  all,  my 
dear  friends,  prize  according  to  her  real  worth,  this 
heavenly  wifdom,  feek  her  with  unremitted  ardour, 
happily  find  her,  and  in  her  poffeflion  enjoy  that  en- 
tire  felicity  which  (he  procures  to  her  friends,  both 
in  the  prefent  and  in  the  future  world !     Amen. 
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SERMON     XLIV. 

T/je  Beauty  and  Honour  of  a  cbrijiian  Temper  and 

Conduct. 


T\/[ OST  gracious  God,  bountiful  parent,  humble 
"^       as  may  be  the  ftation  which  we  occupy  among 
thy  intelligent  creatures  capable  of  felicity,  yet  our 
deftination  is  fublime.    We  are  not  to  remain  at  this 
inferior  ftage,  are  never  to  go  backwards,  but  always 
to  advance,  continually  to  become  more  perfect  and 
happy,  and  thereby  continually  to  approach  nearer  to 
thee,  the  primeval  fount  of  perfeftion  and  felicity.  In 
thy  benignity  thou  haft  made  us  capable  of  a  perpetu- 
ally progreflive,  an  everlafting  growth  in  knowledge, 
in  vvifdom,  in  virtue,  in  generally  ufefiil  activity,  in  re- 
femblance  with  thy  image  and  reprefentative  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  what  motives,  what  encouragements  to 
perpetual,  unwearied  progrefs  on  the  paths  of  chrif- 
dan  perfedion  haft  thou  not  given  us!     Security, 
repofe  of  mind,  pure  pleafure,  fuperlativc  delight, 
fubftantial  honour,  undecaying  renown  are  our  fure 
attends^nts  on  thefe  paths ;  the  aflurance  of  thy  fu* 
perintendance  and  thy  loving  kindxiefs,  and  the  con- 
folation  of  a  good  confcience  render  our  coarfe  on 
them  eafy  and  pleafant ;  and  at  the  end  of  our  carreer 
the  crown  of  the  conqueror  fparkles  before  us,  the 

C  4  prize 
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prbe  of  everla^fting  Kfe^  Oh  that  we  were  aU  of  ut 
perpetually  mindful  of  our  grand  deftination,  and  in- 
flamed by  a  noble  ambition,  ftrove  conftantly  more 
completely  to  obtain  it !  Do  thou  thyfelf,  o  God,  by 
thy  good  fpirit,  dire&  our  ambitbn  to  the  bed,  the 
worthieft  obje£b,  to  wifdom  and  virtue,  to  intrinfic 
fpiritual  perfe£doA,  to  tha^  which  is  and  will  for- 
ever continue  to  be  honourable  in  heaven  as  well  as 
upon  earth.  Blefs  in  thi3  view  the  confideiaticms 
that  are  now  to  employ  us,  and  grant  that  they  may 
contribute  fomewhat  to  jdie  refinement  of  awr  fisnti? 
ments  and  to  the  amendment  of  our  co;idu£l.  For 
thefe  things  ^e  pray  thee,  in  firm  reliance  on  the 
promifes  given  us  by  thy  fon  Jefus,  and  adore  thee 
farther  in  his  name  and  compreheniive  form  of 
words  :  iaying.  Our  fitther^  &c. 


PHiLiPjp*  iv.  8j. 

I  ■  * 

If  there  be  any  yirtue,  and  if  there  be  any  pralfet  ^huik  on  thcfe 

things. 

AMBITION  is  natural  to  us  all ;  as  natural  as 
the  endeavour  after  fuperior  perfection,  after 
the  enlargement  of  our  fphere  of  a£Uon,  after  greater 
influence  on  the  whole.  We  are  defirous  that  others 
fiiould  entertain  a  good  opinion  of  us,  place  great 
confidence  in  us,  have  a  high  efteem  for  us;  be- 
caufe  we  know,  how  much  influence  their  judgment 
concerning  us  and  their  difpofition  toward  us  have 

upon 
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Upon  our  welfare,  upon  our  ufefulnefe  and  upon 
our  happinels.    Even  the  judgment  of  more  di& 
Unt,  unknown  perTons  and  otherwife  unconnefled 
with  us  in  any  bond  of  fnendfhip,  is  not  indifferent 
to  us.    The  very  idea,  that  people  will  fpeak  well  of 
us  after  our  death,  will  make  mention  of  our  deferts 
in  behalf  of  fodety ,  will  recoiled  our  good  example, 
will  enjoy  with  gratitude  the  fi-uits  of  our  labour,  and 
will  perhaps  more  than  once  wi(h  for  us  back  again 
in  bur  terreftrial  fphere  ;  even  this  idea  how  pow- 
erfully does  it  not  operate  on  numbers  of  perfons ! 
Tq  what  facrifices,  to  what  achievements,  to  what 
ads  of  heroifm  has  it  not  frequently  impelled  them ! 
What  dangers  has  it  not  taught  them  to  deffufe  1 
With  what  ardour  has  it  not  inflamed  them  for  the 
caufe  of  truth,  or  of  liberty,  or  otherwife .  for  the 
public  good  i  —  As  furely  however  as  ambition  is 
natural  to  us,  fo  furely  is  it  harmlefs  in  itfelf :  for, 
whatever  is  natural  to  us,  proceeds  from  God,  and 
whatever  proceeds  from  God,  is  right  and  proper. 
Here,  as  in  fo  many  other  cafes,  my  pious  hearers, 
every  thing  depends  on  the  diredion  of  our  natural 
inftinds  and  aSe£tions,  on  the  means  whereby  we 
feek  to  gratify  them,  and  on  the  ufe  that  we  make  of 
them.  — :  Ambition  may  abfolutely  bteome  an  ex- 
cee(^ng)y  corrupt  and  deffaru£Hve  paflion,  —  and 
how  often  has  it  not  becpme  fo,  how  often  does  it 
.  not  daily  become  fo  !  -r-  namely,  when  we  feck  our 
honour  in  imaginary,  fnvolous,  empty,  tranfient 
^Uljndionsj^  when  we  (eek  it  by  the  yioladon  of  our 

duty 
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duty  and  our  confcience,  when  we  facrifice  to  it  the 
tranquillity,  the  welfare,  the  legitimate  fatisfaflion  of 
our  brother,  when  we  purloin  it  by  lies,  by  flattery, 
yi/hen  we  acquire  it  not.  by  fair  means,  not  by  real 
merit  in  behalf  of  the  community,  but  by  artifice 
and  knavery,  or  when  we  make  ufe  of  it,  to  the  an? 
noyance  of  our  neighbour,  to  the  advancement  of 
felfifh  and  covetous  projedts  and  defigns.  It  is  then 
a  corrupt  and  criminal  paffion :  we  then  feek  our 
honour  in  our  (hame,  and  employ  that  which  might 
and  fhould  have  rendered  us  extraordinary  bene- 
factors to  mankind,  to  their  detriment  and  ruin.  — 
Far  be  it  from  us,  my  dear  friends,  to  cry  up  fuch 
^  ambition !  But  juft  as  far  be  it  from  us,  entirely 
to  rejedt  that  appetite,  the  abufe  whereof  we  are 
cenfuring !  No,  generous  ambition  is  neither  difap- 
proved  by  found  reafon,  nor  condemned  by  chriA* 
ianity  rightly  underftood*  On  the  contrary,  chriitian- 
ity  would  likewife  excite  and  refine  this  inflin£k  of 
our  nature,  evolve  and  fruftify  this  germ  of  good 
fentiments  and  great  a£tions.  It  promifes  to  ^'  them 
who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for 
glory  and  honou):  and  immortality^  eternal  life."  It 
calls  to  us  by  the  apoftle  in  our  text :  "  If  there  be 
any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe 
things,"  flrive  after  thefe  things.  And  in  faft,  my 
friends,  he  that  follows  the  precepts  of  chriftianity, 
he  that  fubmits  to  be  actuated  and  governed  by  its 
fpirit,  walks  the  way  which  leads  to  real,  lafting  ho- 
nour, to  the  pinnacle  of  fame. 

And 
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And  thac  is  the  very  thing,  my  pious  hearers, 
whereof  I  wifh  to  convince  you  at  this  time,  and 
thereby  to  fupply  found  aliment  and  the  fitted  direc- 
tion to  your  natural  ambition.  As  I  lately  extolled 
to  you  the  wifdom  of  a  virtuous  and  chriftian  tem- 
per and  conduft,  it  is  my  intention  to-day  to  repre- 
fent  and  delineate  to  you,  the  honour^  the  beauty 
and  the  glory  of  fuch  a  temper  and  conduft.  In  this 
view,  I  fliall  firft  fhew  you,  that  the  temper  and  con- 
duft  of  the  chriftian  friend  of  virtue  is  effentially 
beautiful,  honourable,  glorious ;  and  then,  that  it 
aftually  procures  honour  and  renown. 

In  order  to  perceive  the  inherent  beauty  and  ho- 
nour of  a  virtuous,  chriftian  temper  and  conduft, 
we  need  only  to  confider  fome  particular  parts  of 
it,  and  compare  it  with  our  inborn  fentiment  of  what 
is  beautiful,  what  is  honourable  and  glorious. 

It  i§  firft  indifputably  beautiful,  honourable,  glo- 
rious to  be  concentric  with  onefelf  and  with  the 
laws  of  truth  and  order,  and  to  lead  a  life  harmoni- 
ous  in  all  its  parts.  Who  does  not  honour  the 
man  of  found  and  folid  principles,  of  judicious  and 
unchangeable  fentiments  ?  The  man  of  whom  we 
know  with  certainty  beforehand,  how  he  will  view, 
judgef,  treat  this  or  that  matter,  how  he  will  aft  in* 
this  or  that  fituation ;  the  man  of  whom  we  can 
confidently  predifl: :  this  he  will  not,  cannot  ap- 
prove, will  riot  do,  will  not  negleft ;  or,  that  muft, ' 

that  will  he  infallibly  dp  ! And  fuch  an  one 

is  the  virtuous  man ,  the  chriftian !     As  he  thinks, 

7  fo 
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fo  he  fpeaks ;  as  he  means,  fo  he  ads ;  he  follows 
always  the  fame  principles,  has  always  the  fame  ob* 
]e£ts  in  view,  is  always  governed  by  the  fame  temper 
and  fpirit,  walks  always  the  fame  path  of  inno- 
cence and  reftitude.    The  love  towards  God,  the 
love  towards  Jefus,  the  love  towards  all  mankind^ 
which  a&uates  him  to^ay,  aftuated  him  alfo  yefter* 
day,  and  will  adnate  him  alfo  to-morrow.   The  fin- 
cere,  blithe,  adive  devotion,  that  brings  him  into  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  there  fills  him  with  filial  reve^ 
rence  for  him,  with  hope  and  aflfurance,  and  confirms 
him  in  every  good  purpofe,  accompanies  him  like« 
wife  at  home,  in  the  companies  he  frequents,  in  his 
occupations  and  pleafures.     The  fentiment  of  his 
dependence  on  the  fupreme  being,   with  which  he 
accepts  every  benefit,  every  comfort  from  the  hand 
of  his  heavenly  father,  animates  him  likewife  when 
misfortunes  befall  him,  and  teaches  him  to  receive 
every  afHiftion,  every  evil  with  humble  fubmiflion 
from  him  who  gave  him  the  good.     That  confdent 
tioufnefs  which  guides  him  in  the  mofl  important 
affairs  of  bis  flation,  of  his  ofiice,  of  his  vocation, 
guides  him  alfo  in  every  other  however  apparently  un- 
important tranfa^on  with  his  neighbour.  That  juftice 
and  bene^cence  which  to-day  is  his  joy,  is  alfo  tomor- 
row and  every  day  of  his  life  the  delight  of  his  heart 
and  the  rule  of  his  condi^ft.  Never  can  or  would  he 
approve  folly  and  vice :  they  are  fhocking  \o  him  at 
one  time  as  at  another,  in  one  place  as  in  another, 
ip  one  fhape  as  in  another ;  always  and  everywhere 

the 
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the  degradation  and  corruption  of  mankind*     Never 
can  and  will  wiTdom  and  virtue  be  indififerent  to  him : 
he  reveres,  he  loves  them  at  all  times,  in  every 
place,  in  every  fliape,  under  every  garment ;  they 
are  conftantly  to  him  the  only,  the  true  nobility,  the 
higheft  diftindion  of  human  nature.    Thus  is  he  al- 
ways at  unity  widi  himfelf,  always  even  tempered ; 
his  mind,  his  heart,  his  behaviour,  his  inclinations, 
his  adions,  his  words  and  his  works,  his  inlide  and 
his  outfide,  all  are  in  perfed  unifon,  all  regulated 
by  the  fame  principles,  governed  by  the  &me  fpirit, 
direded  to  the  fame  ends.     Can  ye,  however,  my 
dear  friends,  can  ye  poflibly  conceive  any  moral 
beauty  fuperior  to,  this  ?    Can  ye  refrain  from  ac- 
knowledging the  perfon  of  whom  this  pidure  is  a 
true  likeneis  to  be  honourable  ? 

It  is  fecondly  beautiful,  honourable,  glorious,  to 
liubdue  one's  lufls  and  paiGons  and  to  have  the  maf- 
tery  of  onefelf ;  for  this  prefuppofes  a  juft  and  no- 
ble way  of  thinking,  and  demands  courage,  vigour, 
fortitude.  *^  He  that  ruleth  his  fpirit,  fays  the  wife 
man,  is  ftronger  than  he  that  taketh  a  city,''  — 
ftronger,  greater  than  the  hero,  who  conquers 
^countries  and  fubdues  nations.  For  the  former  has 
more  powerful  enemies  to  contend  with  than  the 
latter,  muft  carry  on  the  conflid  by  himfelf  and  not 
by  others,  expofe  himfelf  to  every  hardfhip,  to  every 
danger,  muft  generally  make  his  aflaults  in  fecret, 
often  renew  the  combat,  and  is  not  like  the  latter 
fiimmoned  to  the  battle  by  outward  ciccumftances. 
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by  prefent  fignal  advantages,  by  imminent  danger 
of  death,  by  inevitable  neceffity,  and  not  equally 
encouraged  in  it  by  the  hopes  of  a  near,  decisive  vic- 
tory to  crown  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  praife 
and  glory.     No,  to  the  virtuous  man,  to  the  chrift- 
ian,  who  truly  anfwers  to  that  name,  to  him  unquef- 
tionably  belongs. the  precedence  over  every  other 
hero,  and  his  glory  is  better  founded  and  more  dura- 
ble than  the  fame  of  the  conqueror  of  nations*  Pow- 
erful as  the  afliftance  is  which  he  may  promife  him- 
felf  from  his  father  in  heaven  and  from  his  lord  and 
leader  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  conteft  againft  himfelf  and 
fin,  yet  this  ailiflance  does  not  ftrike  the  fenfes, 
feems  often  to  be  dubious,  is  often  long  delayed, 
and  only  fupports  and  flrengthens  him,  who  already 
with  all  his  heart  relies  upon  the  Almighty,  and 
trufts  as  firmly  to  what  he  does  not  fee,  as  if  he  ac- 
tually faw  it.     However  glorious  the  praife  of  his 
vidory,  yet  is  it  (till  invifible,  ftill  afar  off,  ftill  ra- 
ther the  objed  of  hope  than  of  enjoyment ;  and  fo 
long  as  be  has  not  yet  finilhed  his  courfe,  has  not 
yet  fought  out  the  tedious  warfare,  never  is  he  en- 
tirely free  from  folicitude,  never  perfedly  fafe  from 
lofmg  the  victor's  wreath.    With  all  this,  he  is  fted- 
faft,  intrepid,  perfeveres  in  the  conflid,  looks  more 
at  the  invifible  than  at  the  vifible,  more  at  the  fpark- 
ling  objed  that  is  before  him,  than  at  the  diflance 
he  has  yet  to  run  through.     He  watches  over  all 
the  irregular  movements  that  arife  within  him,  ob- 
ferves  the  feveral  outward  temptations  that  threaten 

him. 
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him,  endeavours  to  fupprefs  the  former  in  their 
birth,  combats  the  latter  as  foon  as  they  appear, 
and  thus  he  overcomes  the  world  and  gains  the 
maftery  over  himfelf.     His  moral  chriftian  liberty, 
the  propenfity  and  the  ability  to  follow  his  correft- 
ed  perceptions  and  fentiments  and  in  every  inftance 
to  do  that  which  he  himfelf  knows  to  be  right  and 
proper  and  for  the  beft,  that  he  prizes  above  all 
things,  that  he  holds  to  be  the  greateft  diftinftion  of 
the  man  and  the  chriftian,  that  he  therefore  aflerts 
and  maintains  with  all  poflible  diligence,  and  of  its 
inviolate  cuftody  he  is  in  the  nobieft  fenfe  of  the 
word  jealous.     Nothing  is  in  his  eyes  more  degrad- 
ing, nothing  more  difgraceful  than  thraldom,  and 
no  fpecies  of  it  more  than  the  thraldom  of  vice  and 
fin.     That  virtue  and  chriftianity  have  refcued  him 
from  their  cruel  yoke,  that  he  is  become  free  by 
chriftian  truth,  is  his  glory  and  his  joy  ;  and  now 
he  would  rather  bear  the  rjaod.  oppreffive  burden  of 
poverty  and  fcom,  rather  endure  torment  and  death, 
than  take  upon  him  again  thofe  ilavifh  chains.   And 
muft  not  fuch  a  frame  of  temper  and  mind  redound 
to  the  honour  of  the  man  ?    Shall  not  the  vidory 
which  he  has  gained  over  himfelf  and  the  world,  be 
extremely  glorious  to  him  i    If  ye  know,  my  pious 
hearers,  —  and  who  is  there  that  has  not  had  fome 
experiences  of  this  fort  ?  —  if  ye  therefore  know, 
how  great  the  violence  with  which  fenfual  lufts  and 
paflions  aft  upon  mankind,  under  what  various 
forms,  with  how  many  different  weapons,  in  what 

favour- 
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favourable  circumftances,  with  what  various  aozifiau 
ries  from  without  and  £rom  within  they  make  thar 
attacks  and  purfue  their  hoftilities,  and  how  frequent- 
ly even  when  they  feem  to  be  entirely  overpowered 
and  defeated,  they  again  raife  their  head  and  renew 
the  conflift  between  the  fpirit  and  the-  flefh ;  if  ye 
confider  this,  how  honourable  muft  the  man,  the 
chriftian  appear  to  you,  who  has  maintained  this 
warfare,  routed  tbefe  enemies,  obtained  his  liberty 
from  the  conqueft,  and  now  can  rejoice  in  the  com- 
mand over  himfelf ! 

it  is  thirdly  beautiful,  honourable,  glorious  to 
lead  a  truly  beneficent,  gmerally  ufeful  courfe  of 
life,  and  willingly  to  facrifice  every  thing,  however 
coftly  and  dear  it  may  be  to  us,  to  virtue,  to  the 
public  weal,  to  the  welfare  of  his  brethren.  What  ex* 
tenfive,  lafting  renown  have  not  fome  of  the  fages, 
heroes  and  lawgivers  of  antiquity  acquired  by  fuch 
lacrilices !  —  How  much  greater  renown,  re-echoing 
through  the  vaults  of  heaven,  has  Jefus  Chrift  acquir- 
ed, who  ventured,  abandoned,  facrificed  all  for  us  and 
gave  himfelf  up  for  us  to  the  mofl  painful  and  igno- 
minious death,  whdie  whole  life,  whofe  fufferings 
and  deceafe  were  one  continued  ad  of  bounty  and 
blefiing  to  mankind  I  And  how  beneficial,  how  ge- 
nerally ufeful  is  not  alfo  the  life  of  every  virtuous 
man,  of  every  real  chriftian !  What  a  manifold  influ- 
ence muft  not  his  fentiments,  his  difcourfes,  his  ac- 
tions, his  example  have  upon  human  happinefs,  how- 
ever mean  his  ftation,  however  limited  his  fphere  I 

And 
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Artd  how  many  generous,  magnanimous  facrifices, 
cfpecially  whetf  providence  affigns  him  a-  fomewhat 
fuperior  ftation,  mark  the  whole  tenor  of  his  con- 
dud  !  In  what  numerous  inftances  does  he  Hot  ne* 
jgled  his  repofe  and  convenience,  how  oftea  his  plea* 
fure^  how  oft^n  honour  and  refpeft,  how  often  his 
property,  how  often  the  moft  enticing  opportuni- 
ties of  revenge,  whenever  he  is  called  forth  by  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  virtue  and  the  bed  interefts  of  his 
brethren  !  —  He  could  now  perhaps,  without  appre*i 
hending  either  difgrace  or  punifliment  from  man- 
kind, enrich  himfelf  or  force  his  way  to  honours,  by 
particular  artifices  thought  allowable  by  almoft  ail 
men,  or  in  purfuance  of  certain  falfe,  though  ex- 
tremely current  rules  of  prudence  gratify  his  fen- 
fual  lufts  and  lead  a  foft,  luxurious  life ;  and  he  gives 
up  this  wealth,  thefe  diftinftions,  this  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  this  foft  luxurious  life,  reje£ls  them  with  ab- 
horrence, becaufe  they  are  at  enmity  with  the  dic- 
tates of  virtue  and  with  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity.  — 
— Now  he*  might  acquire  much  honour  and  refpeft 
from  the  World,  were  he  to  adopt  certain  maxims, 
purfbe  certain  plans,  join  certain  undertakings,  fall 
m  with  the  temper  of  the  times  or  of  his  countrymen 
or  of  his  acquaintance  ;  and  he  voluntarily  forgoes 
this  honour,  expofes  himfelf  to  cenfure,  to  fufpicion, 
to  contempt,  becaufe  his  confdence  cannot  approve 
thofe  maxims,  thofe  plans,  tbofe  undertakings,  that 
temper,  and  he  greatly  prefers  the  teftimpny  of  a 
good  confcience  tp  the  loudeft  burfts  ^f  applaufe 
■■'  vol.  lu  R  that 


rthact  arife  from  error  and  vice.  — >  —  •-  Now  he 
might  recompenfe  evil  with  evil ;  and  repays  evU 
with  good :  might  now  make  his  enemy  who  •  f<Nr- 
merly  injured  him^  feel  the  weight  of  his  refentment ; 
and  caufes  him  to  experience  his  fuperiority  in  power 
only  by  greater  liberality,  -r-  —  —  He  might  now, 
after  working  fo  long  and  fet  fo  much  good  in  mo- 
don,  pads  the  remainder  of  his  days  in.eafe  and  re* 
tirement ;  and  this  eafe  he  cheerfully  refigns  whene- 
ver  the  benefit  of  his  brethren  demands  his  exertions, 
whenever  opportunities  offer  for  doing  more  good.  — ^ 

—  — He  might  now  employ  the  property  he  has 

earned  by  indufby  and  application,  or  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  poft  and  rank  which  he  fo  worthily  occu- 
pies, in  procuring  himfelf  finer  cloaths,  making  a 
grander  appearance,  diftinguiihing  himfelf  by  pomp 
and  magnificence,  in  caufmg  himfelf  to  be  more  mi- 
niftered  unto,  than  to  minifter  to  others ;  and  lo, 
he  employs  the  greater  part  of  his  affluence  in 
works  of  beneficence,  remains  modeft  and  humble, 
boafts,  like  his  lord  and  mailer,  of  no  outward  dillinc- 
tions,  rather  conceals  them,  whenever  they  might 
offend  or  dazzle  others,  and  had  rather  ferve,  tbaa 
be  ferved.  —  —  —  Now  he  might  enjoy  pure  intel- 
ledual  pleafure,  extend  his  knowledge,  employ  him- 
felf in  filent  exercifes  of  devotion,  elevate  himfelf 
by  meditation  into  the  future  world,  which  he  fo 
remarkably  approaches ;   and  yet,  as  foon  as  any 
duty,  any  call  of  humanity,  any  hope  of  being  ufe- 
ful  to  others  fummons  him  away,  he  inmiediately 

rends 
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rends  bimfelf  from  thefe  pureft  of  pleafures,  thefeno* 
bleft  occupations,  to  go  and  do  that  which  he  is  bid  to 
do  by  duty  and  affe£tion  and  public  utility.  Thus  is  he 
always  ready  to  facrifice  everything  to  virtue,  to 
chri(Uanity,  to  the  will  of  God  and  his  redeemer,  to 
the  general  intereft  of  his  fellow-creatures,  however 
dear  it  might  otherwife  be  to  him.  Thus  does  he 
prefer  the  glory  of  imitating  Jefus  and  of  being  like 
him  a  benefador  to  his  brethren,  to  every  advan- 
tage, to  every  pleafure,  to  every  other  glory.  And 
(hall  not  this  be  fubdantial  honour,  {ball  not  this  be  a 
venerable  charader,  a  venerable  conduS  ? 

It  is  laftly  in  the  confeffion  of  every  one,  beautiful, 
honourable,  glorious,  to  ftruggle  with  adverfity,  with 
afflidions  and  tribulations,  and  not  to  be  overcome 
in  that  conflid.     Even  a  heathen  philofopher  was  in 
this  refped  compelled  to  fay  :  the  virtuous  man  con- 
tending with  adverfity,  and  coming  off  unconquered 
is  a  fpeSacle  worthy  of  the  contemplation  and  com- 
placence of  the  deity !  —  And  this  glorious  fpeftacle, 
if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  is  prefented  by 
the  virtuous  man,  the  chrifUan,  not  only  to  his  in- 
telligent fellow-chriftians,  not  only  to  fpirits  of  a 
fuperior  order,  not  only  to  his  lord  and  chieftaia 
Jefus  Chrift,  hut  to  the  omnipotent  creator  and  fo-' 
vereign  of  the  univerfe  !     And  in  reality,  my  dear 
friends,  unmerited  afflifUons,  to  which  we  patiently 
fubmit,  which  we  bear  without  murmuring,  ia 
which  we  refolutely  hold  out,  which  we  do  not  en- 
deavour to.  throw  off  by  any  iniquitous,  bafe  com* 

R  2  pliances. 
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pliailces,  which  we  revere  as  difpenfaticms  of  ftt-' 
•preme  wifdbm  and  benignity  and  as  means  of  prompt- 
ing our  perfection^  and  employ  them  as  fuch  to  our 
improvement :  what  a  dignity  muft  not  this  confer' 
upon  the  man,  upon  the  chriftian  !  What  exercifes, 
what  proofis  are  they  not  of  his  faith,  of  his  confi- 
dence, of  his  integrity,  of  his  hope !  How  far 
muft  they  not  elevate  his  virtue  and  his  devotion 
above  all  fufpicion  of  hypocrify  or  of  mean  felf- 
intereft  !  What  indubitable  teftimonies  do  they  not 
afford  to  hnnfelf  and  to  others,  that  he  loves  God 
above  all  things,  entirely  acquiefces  in  his  will,  holds 
his  complacency  for  his  fupreme  happinefs,  and  is 
driving  after  fpiritual,  eternal  perfedion,  with  a 
zeal  and  ardour  that  nothing  can  abate  !  How  muft 
he  not  thus  refemble  Jefus,  his  great  exemplar  and 
forerunner,  how  capable  muft  he  thus  become  of 
his  nearer  fellowfhip  and  his  more  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  in  a  better  world  !  —  And  what  light, 
what  a  refplendent  luftre  muft  not  all  this  difiufe 
over  his  entire  charafter,  over  the  whole  tenour  of 
his  conduft,  even  in  the  deepeft  abafement  and  in 
the  darkeft  night  of  mifery !  A  light,  a  luftre,  which 
indeed  thoufands  and  thoufands  of  fenfual,  wordly 
people  entirely  overlook,  but  which  no  wife  man 
and  no  chriftian  can  view  without  delight,  without 
admiration  and  profound  reverence,  and  which  the 
Omnifcient  himfelf  obferves  with  complacency !  And 
likewife  you,  my  dear  friends,  when  ye  hear  the  fuf- 
fering  chriftian,  inftead  of  breaking  out  into  impa- 
tience 


CHRISTIAN  TEMPER  AND  CONDUCT.         245'. 

tience  and  bitter  complaints,  faying :    We  glory  iir 
tribulations  alfo  ;   knowing  that  tribulation  worketh. 
patience ;  and  patience,  experience  j  and  experience, 
hope  ;  and  hope  maketh  not  afhamed  :  when  ye  hear 
the  fufFering  chriftian,   the  chriftian  difciplined  by 
afllicUons,  inftead  of  refigning  himfelf  to  defpond-: 
ency  and  corroding  grief,  exuhingly  exclaim  :  Who 
fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?     Shall  tri- 
bulation,  or  diftrefs,  or  perlecution,  or  famine,  or^ 
nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword  ?    Nay,  in  all  thefe 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  us.     When  ye  hear,  I  fay,  the  chriftian* 
in  the  midft  of  affliftions  holding  this  language,  and 
fee  him  confirm  the  veracity  of  it  by  feds :  can  ye 
well  refufe  him  your  efteem  and  refpefl:,  can  ye  he-** 
fitate  in  owning  his  temper  and  his  condud  to  be 
honourable  ?  —  And  now  judge  from  thefe  few  parti- 
culars as  from  fo  many  examples,  whether  a  virtuous, 
chriftian  life  be  not  be^^utiful,  honourable,  glqrious* 

This  however  is  not  all.  Such  a  difpofition  and 
fuch  a  life  likewife  confer  real  honour  on  the  man, 
tend  aftually  to  his  fame,  procure  him  adually  the'^ 
efpecial  refpefl:  of  all  the  wife  and  good  ;  and  that 
as  well  in  the  prefent  as  in  the  future  world. 

Generally  ^ven  in  the  pref(?nt  world.  Only  in  an 
age  entirely  corrupt  and  among  thoroughly  depraved- 
perfons  can  contempt  be  the  ordinary  attendant  oa 
virtue  ;  and  in  better  times  and  among  perfons  lefs 
corrupt  it  is  only  fo,  either  when  we  firft  begin  trf 
glter  our  temper  and  conduft  by  the  precepts  of  reli.* 

R  3  gion 
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gfon  and  chriftianity,  and  others  do  not  yet  rightly 
underftand  what  to  make  of  us,  and  what  they  are  to 
think  of  our  converfion,  or  particularly,  if  ftriking 
weakneifes,  glaring  defe£ks  arifing  from  temperament 
and  education  obfcure  the  luftre  of  our  virtues, 
give  them  a  gloomy,  forbidding  afpeft  and  fo  im- 
pede or  contrad  their  beneficial  eflfefts.  In  all  other 
points  let  the  man,  who  is  truly  virtuous  and  chriC* 
tian  in  heart  and  life,  but  ftrenuouily  perfift  in  his 
Gourfe,  let  his  works  only  fpeak  a  few  years  in  hia 
behalf,  let  his  inflexible  re&itude  do  away  all  fufpicioa 
of  hypocrify,  his  meeknefs  and  candour  all  fufpidon 
of  pride  and  the  lufl  of  domination,  his  humanity 
and  condefcenfion  all  fufpicion  of  exceilive  feverity^ 
his  beneficence  all  fufpicion  of  felfifhnefs,  his  mo^ 
defty  all  fufpicion  of  falfe  ambition  and  vanity ;  who, 
my  dear  friends,  who  whether  good  or  bad,  whe- 
ther his  friend  or  his  foe,  who  will  not  then  highly 
efteem,  not  honour  him,  not  (land  in  awe  of  bis  cen- 
fure,,  not  covet  his  approbation,  not  refpeft  his  ad- 
vice, not  court  his  friendihip  ;  who  would  not  wi(h 
to  be  like  him  ?  What  fuperiority  will  not  his 
temper  and  condud  give  him  in  the  judgment  of  all 
that  know  him,  over  the  man  who  in  fentiments  and 
condud  is  vicious  and  unchriflian,  though  the  latter 
fliould  be  never  fo  rich,  never  fo  powerful,  never  fo 
great,  never  fo  learned !  -^  — 

But  let  him  even,  as  an  exception  to  the  general 
yule,  be  at  prefent  deftitute  of  thefe  advantages,  let 
bim  by  unimputable  infirmities  of  mind  or  body. 
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by  unfavourable  conneftions  with  the  reft  of  the 
world,  by  a  conftitutional  propenfity  to  heavmefs/ 
and  aufterity,  by  a  fituation  that  holds  him  in  ob* 
fcurity  and  narrows  his  adtivity,  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
his  beft  and  worthieft  efforts,  let  him  by  all  thefere* 
main  unhonoured,  unregarded,  unknown:  how 
greatly  will  he  not  hereafter,  in  the  future  world,  v 
be  indemnified  for  thefe  privations !  How  great  will 
there  be  the  honour,  the  glory,  the  pre-eminence  of 
every  virtuous  perfon,  of  every  genuine  chriftian ! 
There,  where  nothing  but  virtue  and  integrity  will 
avail,  where  everything  will  appear  in  its  native 
form,  and  be  judged  according  to  its  inherent  worth ; 
there,  where  the  judge  of  the  world  will  bring  to 
light  concealed  and  unacknowledged  goodnefs  as  well 
as  fcreened  and  difguifed  iniquity,  as  well  difplay  mo- 
deft,  baOiful  virtue  in  all  her  majefty  and  beauty,  as 
{hew  infolent,  oftentatious  vice  in  all  its  bafenefi  and 
deformity:  there,  where  he  will  publicly  honour 
the  upright  with  his  approbation,  r^e  them  for  ever 
above  all  fufpicion,  award  the  palm  of  vidory  to 
every  faithful  combatant  and  conqueror,  recompenfe 
every  good  adion  and  treat  as  accomplifhed  every 
fincere  intention  and  endeavour,  that  without  any  fault 
of  ours  could  not  be  brought  to  effed ;  there,  where 
he  will  allign  a  fo  much  higher  ftation  to  him  who 
has  faithfully  managed  what  was  committed  to  him, 
commit  to  him  fo  much  the  more,  and  place  him 
over  fo  many  more  important  concerns  in  his  king- 
dom \    How  auguft  will  thare  be  the  triumph  of  vir« 

R4  tue. 
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tue,  how  refplendent  the  glory  of  the  chriftian ! 
Who  then  will  not  wifh  to  have  regulated  his  heart 
and  life  by  the  diftatcs  of  chriftianity  and  virtue  ? 
Who  then  will  not  value  all  other  diftinftipns,  how- 
ever extolled,  as  nothing  in  comparifon  of  this  ?■ 
Who  then  will  doubt  that   virtue  and  piety  are 
the  fole  nobility  of  man,   which  furvives  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  his  body,  as  well  as  all,  the  viciilitudes  and  re- 
volutions of  vifible  things  ;  and  that  nothing  is  more 
beautiful^  nothing  more  honourable,  nothing  more 
glorious,  than  to  do  the  will  of  God  and  to  govern  one- 
felf  entirely  by  the  precepts  and  example  of  Jefus  ?  , 
If  this  be  a  true  ftatement,  my  dear  friends,  oh 
be  ye  never  afhamed  of  a  virtuous,  z  chriftian  tern-, 
per  and  condud.      Imagine  not   that   fuch  a  life 
lowers  the  fpirit  of  man,  that  it  renders  him  con- 
temptible, that  it  is  not  compatible  with  a  generous 
ambition.     Believe   ms,  it  is  the  fureft,  the  only 
road  to  fubftantial  honour,  to  unfading  renown.     It 
is  no  lefs  beautifiil  in  itfelf  than  honourable  in  the 
fight  of  God  and  of  all  the  intelligent  inhabitants 
of  his  immenfe  domain.  And  this  honour,  this  fame 
ye  may  acquire  in  every  ftation,  in  every  calling,  in 
every  legitimate  condition  of  life.     To  this  end  ye 
need  neither  be  heroes  nor  conquerors,  nor  rulers, 
nor  legiflators,  nor  reformers.     Ye  need  only  be 
obedient  fubjecls  of  God,  faithful  adherents  and  fol- 
lowers  of  Jefus ;  ye  need   only   be  truly   virtuous, 
truly  chriftian  in  though  t  and  deed  ;  only  always  do 
that,  -and  with  an  honeft  and  devout  heart  do  that, 

which 
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■■^ich  is  really  beautiful  and  honourable  and  glori-' 
ous,  and  then  ye  may  reft  affured,   that  fooner  or 
later,  here  or  there,  honour  and  glory  will  be  your 
reward.   If  then,  my  dear  friends,  any  generous  am- 
bition be  ftirring  in  your  breafts,  oh  give  it  this  only, 
this  true,  this  facred  direftion,  ftrive  after  this  only 
folid  permanent  glory,  after  the  glory  of  a  truly  vir- 
tuous and  chriftian  temper  and  conduft,   after  the 
glory  which  God  alone  can  beftow,  that  glory  which 
will  ftand  the  teft  at  the  day  of  judgment  and  retribu- 
tion and  be  then  ftill  more  refulgent.  This  glory,  but 
no  other,  is  worthy  your  moft  ftrenuous,  moft  ftedfafl; 
exertions,  is  worth  the  moft  arduous  conflifts,  the 
moft  patient  perfeverance  in  doing  and  in  fuffering  j 
this  glory  ye  can  never  buy  too  dear,  never  lay  its 
foundations  too  firm,  never  tqo  diligently  guard  it, 
IJoj  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praife 
of  this  nature,  think  on  thefe  thiqgs,  Arive  after 
them  with  all  your  might ! 


I 
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SERMON   XLV. 

The  Felicity  of  a  virtuous  and  chrifiian  Temfer  and 

Conduil. 


f^  Ot)f  thou  art  happy,  ancj  the  eternal  and  never 
^"^  failing  fource  of  all  felicity,  and  haft  decreed 
that  we  alfo  (hould  be  happy,  and  become  happier  in 
continued  progreflion.  To  this  end  didft  thou  create 
us ;  to  this  end  aflign  us  an  abode  adorned  with  in* 
numerable  beauties,  and  inftances  of  thy  bounty ;  to 
this  end  haft  defigned  us  for  focial  life,  for  the  delights 
of  aflfeftion  and  beneficence ;  to  this  end  haft  thou 
made  us  capable  of  knowledge,  of  virtue,  of  gene- 
rally ufeful  adti^dty,  and  by  thefe  feveral  means  of 
numberlefs  kinds  of  fatisfa£tion  and  pleafure.  To 
this  end  haft  thou  manifefted  thyfelf  to  us  by  thy 
works,  informed  us  by  thy  fon  Jefus  of  thy  will^ 
and  given  us  through  him  the  faireft  profpefts  in 
a  better,  an  eternal  world.  And  certainly  we  ihould 
all  be  happy  if  we  only  with  filial  docility  followed 
thy  gracious  paternal  intentions,  if  we  faithfully  em- 
ployed thefe  preparatives  and  inftitutions  of  thy  wife 
benignity,  thefe  means  and  fources  of  joy  and  felicity. 
Yes,  the  road  to  happinefs  is  open  to  us  all,  is  hr 

m 

fmoother  and  eafier  to  us  than  to  thoufands  and 
thoufands  of  other  perfons  and  chriftians ;  and  if 

not- 
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notwithftanding  we  mifs  that  rosd,  and  continue 
wretched,  we  have  only  ourfelves  to  accufe  as  the 
authors  of  our  error  and  our  mifery.  .  Ah  God, 
merciful  God,  grant  us  clearly  and  convincingly  to 
perceive  this  truth ;  affift  us  in  feeking  bur  felicity 
on  that  way,  where  alone  it  is  to  be  found  ;  teach  us 
to  confider  virtue  and  godlinefs,  and  joy  and  felicity 
as  infeparable  objects,  as  objects  which  always  in 
equal  paces  advance  and  increafe,  Blefs  to  this  end 
the  leffons  of  truth,  the  confideration  whereof  is  now 
to  employ  us.  Let  not  their  efficacy  be  weakened 
in  us  by  any  prejudices  and  lower  aflfedions,  but 
grant  that  they  may  produce  permanent  effefts  on  our 
hearts.  Thus  much  we  now  aik  of  thee  as  thy  chiU 
dren,  trading  in  the  promifes  given  to  us  by  Jefus, 
and  fum  up  all  our  petitions  in  that  form  of  words 
which  thy  well-beloved  fon  did,  fram^  himfelf,  and 
has  direded  all  his  difciples  to  ufe  when  they  pray 
unto  thee.     Our  father,  &c, 

FROV.  xi.  1 8,  19, 

To  him  that  foweth  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  a  Aire  reward;  as 

rightcourpcfs  tendcth  to  life. 

HTHAT  virtue  and  godlinefs  render  their  votaries 
happy  in  the  world  to  come,  is  doubted  of  by 
nob(5dy  who  believes  in  a  future  ftate.  But  that  they 
do  fo  likewife  in  the  prefent  life,  and  neceffarily  muft, 
is  what  comparatively  but  very  few  chriftians  think 
and  believe.    And  yet  no  fa£t  is  more  certain  than 

this, 
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this,  my  pious  hearers.  Though  fometimes  they  ■ 
who  would  live  godly  muft  fulFer  perfecution; 
though  fometimes  the  fincere  adherents  of  Jelus  muft 
through  many  tribulations  enter  into  his  kingdom ; 
though  at  particular  times  and  to  certain  perfons  the 
gate  is  ftraight  and  the  way  narrow  that  lead  to  life : 
yet  thefc  are  fo  many  exceptions  to  the  general  rule ; 
or  exercifes  and  trials,  which  render  mankind  out- 
wardlyj  but  not  in  reality  miferable,  or  deprive  them 
pf  fercnity  of  mind ;  or  in  (hort  obftacles,  that  no- 
vizes  in  virtue  cannot  without  much  difficulty  fur* 
mount,  but  which  do  not  retard  the  expert  chriflian 
on  his  courfe.  No,  virtue,  religion,  chriftianity  are 
calculated  to  render  us  happy,  and  do  actually  render 
us  happy,  as  foon  as  we  properly  underftand  and 
praftife  them,  and  fubmit  to  be  governed  entirely  by 
their  fpirit.  Not  knowledge,  not  beh'ef,  not  amend- 
ment, but  happinefs,  prefent,  fubftantial  happinefs  is 
that  to  which  all  their  doftrines,  all  their  precepts, 
all  their  directions  and  promifes  tend.  We  arc  tq 
acquire  knowledge,  not  merely  for  the  fake  of  hav- 
ing  it ;  we  are  to  believe,  not  merely  for  believing  ; 
we  are  to  becorr^e  better,  not  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  better :  but  all  this  we  arc  to  do,  for  the 
fnke  of  becoming  happier  ourfelves,  and  for  rcndcr-r 
ing  others  fo  likewife.  Yes,  even  improvement  and 
virtue  are  not  ultimate  ends,  but  means ;  not  the 
]>rizr,  but  the  way  to  the  prize.  He  therefore  who 
thinks  himfelf  always  improving  and  continually  pd- 
vancing  in  virtue,  always  becoming  more  truly  clirif- 
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tian  in  his  temper,  and  yet  remains  alike  wretched, 
and  yet  is  never  the  more  placid,  never  the  more 
contented,  never  the  happier,  and  never  renders 
others  tnore  happy,  he  either  deceives  faimfelf,  by 
imagining  himfelf  better,  without  really  being  fo ; 
or  muft  bear  about  with  him  a  fickly  and  much  dif- 
ordered  body,  or  is  ftill  under  the  dominion  of  feve- 
ral  prejudices  and  errors,  which  he  has  imbibed  in 
his  infancy  and  childhood  concerning  God,  concern- 
ing duty,  concerning  virtue,  concerning  chriftianity, 
concerning  felicity.  Subtrafting  the  inftances  of  fuch 
diftempers,  fuch  prejudices  and  errors,  allowing  for. 
the  times  of  cruel  perfecutions  and  extraordinary 
trials,  my  pious  hearers,  we  may  fafely  affirm,  that 
he  who  in  this  world  knows  and  enjoys  no  ferenity 
of  mind,  no  fatisfaftion,  no  pleafure,  no  felicity,  is 
alfo  not  fufceptible  of  them  in  the  world  to  come. 
Only  we  muft  take  care  not  to  confound  profperity 
and  happinefs,  a^verfity  and  mifery  together.  The 
former,  profperity  and  adverfity,  relate  folely  to 
outward  objeds,  riches  and  poverty,  elevation  and 
meannefs,  health  and  ficknefs,  and  the  like.  The 
latter,  happinefs  and  mifery,  relate  to  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  mind,  to  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  to  the 
inward  condition  of  the  man,  and  are  not  neceffarily 
aBbciated  with  the  former,  may  as  well  fubfift  with- 
out .them  as  with  them.  According  to  this  true  im- 
port of  the  terms,  that  maxim  fo  commonly  adopted, 
but  fo  di(honourable  to  religion :  the  more  miferable 
here,  the  more  happy  hereafter,  is  in  xaoft  cafes  abk 
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folutely  falfe«  But  the  converfe  of  the  propofitioii 
properiy  underftood  is  always  true :  the  happier 
here  the  happier  hereafter ;  the  mofe  innocent,  vir- 
tuous delight  in  the  prefent,  the  more  capacity  for 
delight  in  the  other  world.  Yes,  my  pious  hearers, 
we  return  to  our  firft  propofidon,  virtue  and  godli- 
nefs  render  mankind,  fome  few  exceptioas  allowed 
for,  already  happy  in  the  prefent  life.  Where  virtue 
is,  there  is  ferenity  and  joy  ;  where  real  chriftianity 
is,  there  is  felicity.  This  is  a  truth  which  has  in  its 
behalf  the  teftimony  of  the  wife  and  upright  of  all 
ages  and  nations,  which  is  prefuppofed  and  afferted 
as  undeniable  in  every  page  of  holy  writ,  and  of 
which  we  ourfelves,  whenever  we  earneftly  defire  it, 
may  be  afTured  by  our  own  experience.  It  wa$  al- 
ready known  to  the  author  of  the  words  of  our  text, 
although  living  long  before  the  world  was  blefled  by 
the  light  and  the  comforts  of  chriftianity.  To  him 
that  foweth  righteoufnefs,  fays  he,  iball  be  a  fure  re- 
ward, he  that  purines  a  virtuous  courfe  of  life  is  an 
exceeding  gainer  by  it ;  as  righteouihefs  tendeth  to 
life ;  as  virtue  leads  to  happinefs. 

Oh  that  I  may  fucceed  at  this  moment  my  dear 
friends,  in  thoroughly  convincing  you  of  it,  and  thus 
teach  you  to  underiland  and  to  prize  religion  and 
chriftianity  on  that  fide  whereon  they  muft  appear 
to  us  all  moft  venerable  and  moft  amiable !  Well 
then,  my  pious  hearers,  let  us  profecute  our  re- 
flexions on  this  momentous  fubjed ;  let  us  contem- 
plate the  felicity  of  a  virtuous  and  chriftian  temper 
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«nd  condud.  This  felicity  is  too  palpable  and  too 
great,  for  reducing  us  to  the  neceffity  of  overcharg- 
ing the  picture,  and  of  imputing  to  it  qualities  which 
it  does  not  po&fs,  or  of  ibading  and  concealing 
from  you  others  which  cannot  by  any  means  be  fe* 
paraled  from  it. 

N09  to  this  felicity  belong  firft  neither  wealth,  nor 
power  and  authority,  nor  rank  and  flation,  nor  the 
enjoyment  of  the  accommodations  and  pieafures  of 
this  terreftrial  life*  If  the  virtuous  man,  the  chriftian, 
be  in  poiTeilion  of  fuch  goods  and  diftinfbions,  he  in- 
deed derives  from  them  much  fatisfa£liou,  far  mofe 
real  liberal  fatisfadion  than  any  other  perfon,  who 
16  not  of  a  virtuous  and  chriftian  temper ;  but  his 
felicity  does  not  abfolutely  depend  upon  them,  it  is 
far  more  firmly  grounded,  flows  from  far  purer 
fources,  he  can  be  d^tute  of  all  thofe  outward 
things^  and  yet  be  happy,  and  far  happier  than  inoft 
pf  their  pofleiTors  are. 

Nor  lefs  on  the  other  hand  does  this  felicity  ex- 
clude the  adverfe  events  of  human  life.  Of  the  feve- 
ral  evils  that  befall  mankind  as  fuch,  the  virtuous 
man  has  his  fliare  in  common  with  his  brethren. 
The  numerous  hardfliips  and  burdens,  that  are  con» 
neded  with  focial  life,  the  one  muft  bear  as  well  as 
the  other,  wd  virtue  and  godlinefs  do  not  always 
ihield  ^en  their  trueft  votaries  from  ppverty  and 
contempt,  from  pain  and  ficknefs,  from  troubles  and 
afBi^Uqns.  But  they  alleviate  to  them  thefe  evils, 
thefe  hardihips^  thd^  foffenngs,  never  allow  them  to 
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Ank  ufldef  them,  arid  teach  them  by  their  means  td 
advance  their  inward  perfedion. 

In  a  word,  this  felicity  is  not  equally  gfeat  with 
every  Virtuous  and  godly  perfon,  and  the  fentiment 
6t  the  confcioufneft  of  it  is  not  always  alike  vivid  and 
ftrong.     The  novice  in  virtue  and  in  chriftianity  in 
feldom  capable  of  that  unclouded  ferenity  of  mind^ 
that  fettled  filial  confidence  in  God,  that  bold  and 
eafy  aflurance,  that  inward  fatisfaftion  in  afts  of 
juftice  and  beneficence j  which  are  the  happy  lot  of 
the  well-trained  and  praftifed  chriflian.     And  even 
he  docs  not  always  triumph  in  his  fuccefs  and  his 
accomplifliments  ;  does  not  at  all  times  difcem  and 
feel  the  whole  of  their  worth  ;  and  the  greater  or  lela 
Vivacity  in  the  fentiment  of  his  felicity  is  fubjefl  ta 
various  alterations  according  to  the  difference  of  his 
temperament,  of  his  ftate  of  health,  of  his  percep- 
tions,  of  his  fenfibility,  of  his  external  fituation,  his 
occupations,  habits  of  life,  natural   contingences^ 
and  the  like. 

In  fhort,  the  felicity  of  the  virtuous  man,  of  the 
genuine  chriftian,  confifts  not  in  a  total  exemption 
from  whatever  falls  under  the  denomination  of  mif- 
fortune  and  pain ;  not  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  only  pure,  unmingled  joy  ;  not  in  one  con- 
tinued lively  fenfation  of  pleafure  and  delight :  but 
it  confifts  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  integrity,  in  the 
aflurance  of  the  divine  complacency,  in  the  content- 
ednefs  of  his  heart,  in  a  progrdlively  eafier  and 
cheerfuUer  and  ufcfuUer  exertion  and  application  of 

his 
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Us  moral  powers,  and  in  the  thence  arifing  prepon- 
derance of  agreeable  ideas,  feniations  and  profpeds, 
¥^hich  gradually  become  greater,  and  ever  more 
and  mote  eclipfe  and  efface  all  difagreeable  ideas, 
fenfations  and  profpedts,  fo  as  that  thefe  at  lad: 
come  into  no  confideration  in  comparifon  with  the 
former. 

And  this  felicity  is  the  indefeafible  property  of 
the  virtuous  man,  the  chriftian  $  which  he  already 
enjoys  in  the  prefent  life ;  which  is  a  certain,  in&Ui* 
ble  confequence  of  genuine  piety  and  virtue. 

Yes,  he  is  happy,  eminently  happy,  for  in  the  firfl: 
place  the  fources  of  trouble  and  mifery  are  (hut  up 
to  him.  He  is  not  opprefled  by  the  yoke  of  fin :  he 
is  not  degraded  and  galled  by  any  fervile  chains. 
No  furious,  infatiable  pafllons  perfecute  him:  no 
wicked  purpofes  that  fliun  the  light  difquiet  him,  no 
undertakings  which  threaten  him  with  infamy  or  pu- 

niihment,  no  a^ons  which  be  dares  not  avow*  Nei- 

• 

ther  covetoufnefs,  nor  ambition,  nor  vanity,  nor 
envy,  nor  jealoufy  have  any  torments  for  him.  His 
pleafure  is  never  embittered  by  the  pleafure  of  his 
brother,  his  profperity  is  never  difturbed  by  the 
greater  fuccefs  of  his  neighbour.  His  afiedions  and 
defires  are  never  direded  to  unattainable  objeds, 
they  never  exceed  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and 
his  confdence  never  fmites  him  with  cutting  re* 
proaches  for  his  innocent  joys.  ^  What  calamities, 
Hrhat  pains,  what  anxious  foUcitudes,  what  trouble 
and  forrow  does  he  howler  efcape  by  having  thefe 
VOL.  II.  s  fources 
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fource8  of  human  mifery  fbreclofed  to  hiniy  by  not 
being  under  the  dominion  of  thefe  enemies  to  hu* 
i^aa  happinefs !  No,  he  is  free,  by  being  mafter  of 
faimfetf'.  Order,  contentment,  ferenity  dwell  in  his 
heart.  Truth,  innocence,  humanity  (lamp  their 
fignets  upon  all  his  projeds,  his  undertakings  and 
adions.  They  can  bear  the  light,  the  bright  efful- 
gence of  noon,  and  ftand  the  examination  both  of 
friend  and  foe.  His  heart  condemns  him  not ;  his 
g^cny  is  the  glory  of  a  good  confdence :  and  how 
adapted  muft  all  this  be  to  confirm  him  in  the  pof- 
feffion  and  enjoyment  of  his  felicity,  and  to  procure 
Inm  perpetually  new  acceffions  of  it ! 

Yes,  he  is  happy,  the  virtuous  man,  the  read 
chriftian,  for  he  is  in  the  beft  intelligence,  in  the  moft 
natural  and  blefled  correfpondence  with  himfel^  and 
with  external  things.   Truth  and  order  rdgn  within 
him  and  without  him.    He  is  in  regard  to  outward 
things,  and  outward  things  are  in  regard  to  him  what 
they  and  he  reciprocally  can  and  (hould  be  together. 
He  is  in  the  beft  intelligence  with  God.  To  him  God 
is  not  an  auftere  mafter,  not  a  terrible  judge  and 
avenger,  but  a  wife,  benign  regent,  a  tender  and 
bountiful  father.    To  him  his  commandments  are 
not  grievous,  are  no  conftraint,  not  burdenfbme  but 
eafy  and  agreeable :  bis  worihip  not  a  hard,  labori- 
ous fervice,  but  a  privilege,  refrefhment,  and  felicity ; 
his  difpen&tions  are  not  unavoidable  and  oppreffive 
burdens,  but  facred  ordinances  of  fuperiative  wifdom 
and  goodneis.    Thoughts  on  Gs>d  infpre  him  not 
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Intfa  dark  forebodings,  with  confufion  and  terror,  but 
with  cheerfblnefs,  afTurance  and  peace ;  thefe 
thotlghts  dillurb  and  affright  him  not  in  his  plea«^ 
fures,  but  exalt  and  refine  them.  He  difcems,  he 
feels,  he  reverences  the  deity  on  all  fides^  and  wher* 
ever  he  dxfcems  and  feels  and  reverences  him,  there 
he  rejoices  in  him  as  the  father  of  mercies,  the  God 

of  all  confoladon. He  is  likewife  in  the  bdft 

intelligence  with  himfelf.  He  can  turn  his  thoughts 
inwards  without  alarm,  and  has  no  caufe  to  conceal 
himfelf  from  his  own  infpe&ion.  His  ferenity  of 
mind  is  not  founded  on  ftupefa£tion  and  the  forget* 
fiilnefs  of  himfelf  and  his  condition,  but  on  the  con- 
fdoufiiels  of  his  rectitude  and  the  good  and  godly 
frame  of  his  heart  and  life.  He  is  not  the  fport  of 
contending  appetites  and  paffions.  His  affedions 
smd  his  behaviour  are  not  at  variance.  He  chufes  to 
do  that  which  he  does,  and  he  does  that  which  he 
chufes  to  do.  He  is  willingly  that  wluch  he  ought 
to  be,  and  requires  to  be  nothing  elfe :  does  vidlling*- 
ly  that  which  he  ought  to  do,  and  wiihes  to  do  no 
otherwife.  He  requires  neither  to  trefpafs  the  bounds 
which  God  has  afEgned  him,  nor  to  quit  the  ftation 
to  which  he  has  appointed  him,  nor  to  diflfolve  the 
ties  by  which  he  has  knit  him  to  the  whole.  ^-*  For 
the  tame  reafons  he  is  in  a  good  underftanding  with 
all  nature.  No  fond  wiihes  that  it  was  differently 
conftituted  and  better,  no  childifh,  proud  demands 
that  it  ihould  be  guided  entirely  by  him,  difquiet  his 
breaft.    All  its  conftitutionsy  ener|;ies  and  ^eSts  tp 
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him  are  right  and  proper :  all  the  combinations  and 
confequences  of  things  to  him  are  regulations  of  the 
mod  perfect  intelligence  and  confummate  goodnels. 
He  rejoices  in  all  animate  and  inanimate  creatures^ 
takes  an  intereft  in  every  advancement  to  perfedion 
and  in  every  pleafure  whereof  they  are  fu(ceptibl«i 
and  praifes  with  them  and  for  them  the  creator 
and  &ther  both  of  them  and  of  hunfelf.  This  he  more 
efpedally  does  in  regard  to  mankind.     With  all  of 
them  he  is  in  a  good  correfpondence  likewife.   They 
are  to  him  all  brethren  and  fillers,  children  of  the 
fame  celeftial  parent,  creatures  together  with  him. 
defigned  £Dr  immortality  and  for  felicity,  who  like 
him  are  capable  of  great  matters,  in  whom  he  per- 
caves,  even  amidft  their  weaknefles  and  corruptions, 
ftill  numerous  good  qualities,  grand,  gloHous  pre* 
difpolitions,  largely  promifing  capacities ;    and  as 
fuch  he  values,  honours,  loves  them  all,  envies 
none,  hates  none,  injures  none  knowingly  and  wiU 
fully,  but  rejoices  in  their  exiftence,  their  deftinatioii, 
thar  abilities,  their  endowments,  their  advantages, 
thar  happinefs,  and  finds  his  pleafure  in  the  contem- 
plation and  promotion  of  it.     And  mud  not  the  vir- 
tuous man,  the  chriftian,  who  (lands  on  fuch  a  good 
footing  with   himfelf,  with  God,  with  all  natureg. 
with  all  mankind,  be  eminently  happy  ? 

Yes,  he  is  happy,  for  he  enjoys  thirdly  all  kinds 

of  pleafure  and  delight  of  which  mankind  is  capa-> 

'  ble ;  and  enjoys  them  all  in  the  due  proportion  to 

their  feparate  value,  fo  that  he  has  no  occafion  to  be 

aihamed 
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afliamed  either  before  God,  or  before  mankind,  nor 
repent  the  enjoyment  of  them  either  in  the  prefent 
or  in  the  future  world.  He  enjoys  fenfual  pleafure 
of  various  kinds  :  and  which  is  pure,  becaufe  it  is 
innocent  and  confined  within  the  bounds  of  prudent 
moderation }  it  is  diverfified  and  great,  becaufe  it  is 
conneded  with  piety,  with  the  love  of  God  and  man, 
becaufe  his  fenfible,  capacious  heart  takes  an  intereft 
in  all  that  is  beautiful  and  good,  and  everything 
is  heightened  and  dignified  in  his  view,  that  comes 
from  God  and  is  an  evidence  of  his  parental  provi- 
dence and  kindnefs.  — -  He  enjoys  intelledual  plea^ 
fare,  and  which  is  no  lefs  manifold  than  inexhauflible, 
as  manifold  and  inezhauftible  as  the  fources  of  know? 
ledge  and  wifdom  which  the  eternal  father  has  difr 
clofed  to  him  in  natqre,  in  the  fcriptures,  in  his  own 
refle&ions  and  thofe  of  other  men,  in  the  fortunes 
and  jevents  that  happe9  to  himfelf  and  to  them.  — r 
He  enjoys  the  felicity  of  an  aftiye  and  ufeful  life, 
fruitful  in  good  confequencea  and  pn^pefts ;  and 
this  felicity  is  renewed  and  auginented  as  often  as  he 
ilrewB  good  feed  among  m^mkind,  in  fome  way  c^ 
other  promotes  truth,  wifdopi,  virtue,  happineft 
^mpng  them,  prevents  fome  wicked  ad,  promoter 
ibme  laudable  defign,  relieves  fome  perfon  in  diftrefe^ 
or  encourages  by  his  example  the  feeble  and  broken 
fpirit,  fets  the  fluggard  in  motion  and  £ui8  the  fpark 
of  life  in  one  that  was  ready  to  perifh.  -—  He  enjoys 
the  felicity  of  love,  love  to  God,  love  to  Jefus,  love 
tQ  all  mankind ;  and  this  enlarge^  and  w^nns  his 
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heart,  alleviates  to  him  the  burdens  of  life,  tender* 
every  duty  a  delight,  every  facrifice  a  gain,  and  gives 
all  that  he  im^^gines  and  beholds,  a  more  pleafing^ 
form,  a  more  fmiling  afped,  —  He  enjoys  domeftic 
comforts ;  and  thefe  are  the  more  various  and  exceU 
lent,  as  he  has  more  tafte  for  artlefs,  fimple  Mature, 
for  uncorrupted  innocence,  for  the  amiable  childlike 
temper,  for  the  frank  and  unreftradned  difplay  of  his 
dioughts  and  feelings,  for  perfeQ  confidence  and  the 
uxumpeded  flow  of  foul-  — *  -—  He  enjoys  fodal  com* 
forts  ;  and  thefe  he  never  enjoys  to  the  violation 
Mr  the  negleft  of  his  duties,  never  at  the  expenfe  of 
lus  brethren,  never  feeks  in  the  confufion  of  thofe 
prefent  or  vn  the  haHh  cenfure  of  the  abfent,  never 
alloirB  it  to  degenexate  into  nototn,  noify  mirth,  and 
always  as  readily  or  even  more  readily  communicates 
tiian  reedves  &tisfadion,  they  therefore  never  bring 
after  them  painful  exhauftion,  never  iatiety  and  bit* 
ter  reflexions,  never  uneafinels,  languor,  difguft^ 
l^iAoHe  apAd  pangs  of  confcieiice.  *—•—- He  enjoys 
hiUy  the  comforts  of  divine  worihip,  th^  comforts 
of  devotion,  the  comforts  of  folemn  adoration,  of 
tttayer  andthaiddgiVing  to  God,  of  eptire  acquie& 
^ence  in'  his  will,  of  filial  confidence  in  his  loving 
Idndilefe  for  the  prefent  and^dl  the  fvcceeding  fcenes 
of  life,  comforts  of  a  (kep-felt  fenfe  of  bk  eziftence 
iad  his  loye }  aod  thefe  comforts  are  peculiar  to  the 
'Hrtuoiis  man, -the  real  ehriftian,  vtdiidh  he  ihires  in 
tbmoibn  witli  "up^ror,  more  blefled  fpirits,  ?with 
^hotti  he  is  already  aeiM'  related  not  cftly  by  his  fpi- 

If  ritual^ 
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ritual,  immortal  nature,  but  aUb  by  his  nobler,  hea^ 
venly  fentiments  and  affedions ;  and  thefe  comforts 
are  to  him  of  more  value  than  all  others,  bring  him 
much  nearer  to  his  deftination,  fweeten  to  him  the 
enjoyment  of  all  thofe  which  duty  and  virtue  permit 
him  to  enjoy,  and  richly  indemnify  him  for  the  want 
of  all  thofe  which  he  could  not  enjoy  without  the 
violation  of  duty  and  virtue.  And  muft  not  the  ea* 
joyment  of  this  fenfual  pleafure,  of  this  intelledual 
pleafure,  of  this  regard  to  an  a£Uve,  generally  ulie- 
ful  life,  the  enjoyment  of  this  love  of  God  and  mai^ 
thefe  domefBc,  focial  comforts,  and  thefe  comforts 
of  divine  worflup,  be  felicity,  eminent,  never-fidling 
felicity  ? 

Ye8»  he  is  happy,  the  chriftian,  who  a&ually  and 
entirely  thinks  and  lives  like  a  chriftian ;  for  his  fe- 
licity is  not  evanefcent,  not  confined  to  dated  £»u- 
fons  and  practices,  not  dependent  on  particular  an4 
diftinft  occupations  and  pleafures  and  drcumftance^. 
It  will  coincide  with  whatever  he  does  and  whatever 
beddes  him,  with  every  condition  in  wbkh  he  hap- . 
pens  to  be ;  and  is  no  kfs  diverfified  than  his  occu- 
pations, his  exigencies,  his  en^^agements,  his  emer- 
gences, and  die  other  viciffitudes,  to  which  be  is.fid>- 
je&  here  below.  Wherever  he  comes  he  brings 
with  him  die  capacity  for  being  happy,  and  every^ 
diing  evolves  it  and  yidds  him  frefli  motives  an4 
means  to  the  aftual  enjoyment  of  felicity.  He  is 
happy,  while  he  is  at  woriL  and  attending  to  his  bu& 
nds,  for  his  bufinds  is  lawful  ^and  profitable  to  his 
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brethren,  and  he  is  fond  of  his  work,  it  is  to  him 
the  ordinance  of  God,  the  incentive  and  opportunity 
to  exercife  and  exhibit  his  faculties  and  talents^ 
fteps  to  higher  perfeftion.  —  He  is  happy,  when  re- 
cruiting his  fpirits  after  his  work,  for  his  recreations 
are  harmlefs  and  liberal,  he  has  eamt  them  by  his 
induftry,  can  enjoy  them  with  a  quiet  confcience, 
with  cheerful  filial  regard  to  God,  and  rejoices  by 
anticipation  in  the  benefits  which  his  renovated 
powers  will  give  him  courage  and  ftrength  to,  pro- 
cure. He  is  happy  when  his  bufinefs  goes  on  with 
fucceis,  for  it  is  God,  his  gracious  father  in  heaven, 
who  thus  (Irengthens  and  bleiTes  him,  and  thereby 
enables  him  to  profper  and  to  blefs  others.  He  is 
however  happy,  when  he  meets  with  reliftance  and 
impediment  to  his  undertakings^  for  he  knows,  diat 
he  is  thus  exercifed  and  by  exercife  becomes  wifer 
and  ftronger,  that  he  muft  likewife  fow  uppn  remote, 
uncertain  expe£bations  and  learn  obedience  and  fub« 
million,  and  that  he  can  never  exert  his  facilities  en- 
tirely in  vain,  even  though  the  proximate  confe- 
qiiences  of  that  exertion  be  not  thofe  which  he  firft 
wifhed  or  endeavoured  to  effed.  He  is  happy,  the 
virtuous  man,  the  chrifUan,  when  he  is  in  foUtude, 
when  all  around  him  is  hufh  and  (till,  for  in  his  foul 
dwells  peace  ;  the  groundwork  of  his  happinefs  is 
within  him  :  God,  the  eternal,  inexhauftible  fource 
of  it,  is  nigh  him  ;  truth  and  wifdom  and  virtue  are 
his  infeparable  companions ;  the  retrofped  on  the 
pad  confounds  him  notj  the  confideration  of  the  pra- 
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fenit  difquiets  him  ndt^  and  the  profped  of  futurity 
alarms  him  not.  He  has  no  need  to  (hun  either 
himfelf  or  his  refledions,  and  never  more  triumphs 
in  bis  own  exigence  and  in  the  exigence  of  his  God 
than  in  fuch  hours  of  folemn  (Uilnefs,  Hq  is  how^ 
ever  likewife  happy  when  he  is  in  company,  for  thi« 
ther  he  carries  with  him  no  wicked  projeds,  no 
views  and  intentions  that  he  has  any  reafon  aniti* 
ouily  to  conceal,  there  he  is  neither  tortured  hj 
envy,  nor  jealoufy,  nor  hatred,  nor  malice,  there  he 
is  aduated  by  pure  benevolence  and  afiedion  and 
candour,  there  he  rather  notices  ii\p  good  than  the 
bad,  and  amidft  all  the  entertainment  and  diverfion 
he  finds  never  entirely  lofes  fight  of  his  own  defti« 
nation  and  that  of  his  brethren.  He  is  happy  when 
in  profperity,  for  it  intoxicates  and  dazzles  him  noty 
js  no  Ihare  to  him,  detains  him  not  from  duty  and 
Tirtue^  entices  him  not  away  from  him  who  beftow* 
ed  on  him  this  property  and  thefe  preferments,  but 
brings  him  ever  nearer  to  that  good  and  gradoys 
bang,  renders  his  obedience  to  the  great  father  of 
all  continually  more  joyful,  s^id  fupplies  frefh  ali- 
ment to  his  zeal  in  doing  good  to  others.  He  is 
however  likewife  happy,  when  afilidions  and  misfor« 
tunes  come  upon  him,  for  he  has  the  fagacity  t<^ 
deem  of  them  aright,  the  piety  to  revere  them  as  the 
will  of  his  almighty  parent,  the  patience  to  bear 
them,  the  courage  and  refolution  to  hold  out  under 
them,  the  ability  and  virtue  to  apply  them  properly, 
|he  wellrgrounded  hope  of  becoming  better  wd 

more 
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more  peiied  b;  them.  Yes^  be  is  then  even  bappy, 
when  the  bom*  is  come  that  he  muft  die,  for  deatk 
to  him  is  not  annihilation,  not  privaticm  of  his  whole 
ftock  of  happinefs,  not  degradation  to  a  lower  ftage 
of  being,  but  the  paffage  into  a  better  life,  progrefs 
to  his  deltination,  the  exchange  of  an  inferior  for  a 
fuperior  felicity,  elevation  to  a  higher  ftage  of  exift* 
ence  and  perfection.  He  is  threatened  by  no  pn- 
niihments  in  the  future  world,  the  moft  glorious  re« 
wards  there  prefent  themfelves  to  his  view.  — >  And 
how  happy,  how  unfpeakably  happy  is  he  tbei, 
when  he  has  ftood  out  the  laft  ftruggle  and  is  gone 
over  into  the  ftate  of  retribution !  Thither  follow 
him  all  his  good,  chriftian  difpofitions  and  works. 
There  will  his  fiiith  be  changed  into  fight,  his  hope 
into  fruitibn.  There  he  reaps  the  fruits  of  his  vic- 
tory,  the  reward  of  his  righteoufnels.  There  he 
proceeds  farther  in  all  that  he  was  here  fo  zealous 
to  attain,  onward  *—  comes  nigh  to  all  that  he  here 
particularly  revered  and  loved,  and  after  which  he 
longed  with  all  his  foul.  There  he  is  at  the  wiihed 
for  fjo^l  of  his  firft,  laborious  career,  and  now  fees 
Ibining  before  him  a  far  fuperior  prize,  to  which  he 
ean  approach  far  more  quickly,  far  more  furely,  on 
a  far  more  even  road,  and  which  when  he  has  once 
attained  it,  will  carry  him  on  to  ftill  greater  perfec- 
tlon.  Thus,  as  he  proceeds  from  virtue  to  virtue, 
fo  likewife  from  joy  to  joy,  from  felicity  to  felicity, 
and  here  already  is  and  enjoys  in  its  commencement, 
what  he  there  will  perfectly  be  and  enjoy. 

And 
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And  now^  my  dear  friends,  can  ye  doubt  if  ye 
would,  that  a  truly  virtuous,  chriftian  life  is  an  emi» 
nently  happy  Kfe,  that  it  fhields  mankind  already 
here  on  earth  from  the  generality  and  the  gretteft  of 
evils,  exempts  them  from  the  generality  and  moft 
diftrefling  of  troubles  and  cares,  and  procures  them 
fatisfa£lions  and  delights  not  lef»  diverfified  than 
pure.  Is  it  not  therefore  true,  undeniably  true, 
-that,  agreeably  to  the  declaration  of  the  wife  man  in 
our  text,  the  righteous  man  is  a  gainer  by  what  he 
fows,  and  that  righteoufnefs  leads  him  dire£Uy  to 
life,  to  hs^^pinefs  ?  Or  can  ye  point  out  to  me  a 
better,  a  furer  way  to  be  and  continually  move  to 
become  happy,  than  the  paths  of  chriftian  re&itude 
and  virtue  ?  Oh  let  us  then  ftrike  into  thofe  paths, 
purfue  our  courfe  and  always  walk  along  them  with 
unwearied  ftep.8  and  increafing  joy  fiilnels  !  We  are 
all  of  us  ftriving  and  panting  after  happinefs,  a^d  on 
thefe  ways  alone  Ihall  we  be  fure  to  find  it,  and  that 
an  abupdant  meafure.  Tes,  my  dear  friends,  truft 
the  declarations  of  God  himf^  by  reafon  and  fcrip- 
ture,  truft  the  experience  and  the  teftimony  of  ^ 
the  wife  and  good :  the  ways  of  wifdom,  and  parti- 
cularly of  chriftian  wifdou),  are  ways  of  pleafant- 
neSs^  and  ^1  her  paths  are  peace.  Felicity,  native, 
ppre,  diverfified  felicity  marks  every  portion  of  this 
rosad,  felicity  fprings  up  beneath  your  fpotfteps  as 
you  proceed,  and  ftill  greater,  ftill  purer,  eternally 
abiding  and  eternally  augmenting  felicity  is  the  end 
ef  it.    Whoibeyer  of  you  underftands  and  beholds 

and 
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and  wiflies  to  attain  this  glorious  prize,  oh  let  .him 
ftrive  and  run  with  unremitted  ardour  towards  it, 
let  him  never  be  weary  in  the  race  till  he  has  laid 
Ills  band  upon  it ! 


••»  -1 


SERMON    XLVI. 

Adjuftment  of  our  Notions  concerning  what  is  called 
High  and  Lowj  Great  and  Little. 


f^  OD,  thou  alone  art  great,  and  thy  greatnefs  is 
^"^  beyond  all  expreifion !  Alone  eternal,  alone 
independent,  alone  perfeft,  the  fountain  of  being, 
of  life,  of  energy,  of  beauty,  of  all  that  is  and  is 
called  great  and  exalted  both  in  heaven  and  on 
earth !  Thee  heaven  and  earth  adore,  angels  and 
men,  thee  alfo  we  in  the  profoundeft  humility 
adore  as  the  Supreme  over  all,  as  the  Infinite,  the 
Only,  the  Matchlefs.  Yes,  we  feel  that  we  are  no- 
thing before  thee,  have  nothing  and  can  do  nothing, 
and  all  that  furrounds  us,  is  only  a  faint,  obfcure 
adumbration  of  thy  grandeur  and  glory.  Might  the 
lentiment  of  this  truth  never  be  effaced  or  weakened 
in  our  minds !  Might  it  continually  teach  us  that 
modefty  and  humility,  which  our  nature  and  our  re- 
lations towards  thee  demand!  Might  it  fecure  lis 
againft  the  illufions  of  that  tinfel  and  falfe  luflre, 
whereby  fenfible,  terreftrial,  evanefcent  objeds  fo 
frequently  dazzle  our  fight  and  feduce  us  into  error 
and  folly!     God,  we  are  here  afiembled  before 

thee. 
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thee,  to  refleft  on  thefe  matters  and  to  learn  to  dif* 
tinguiih  between  femblance  and  reality.  Illuminate 
U8  by  thy  light,  let  the  genial  influences  of  thy  fpirit 
elevate  and  invigorate  our  minds,  and  (hew  us  that 
which  among  men  is  called  great  or  little,  high  or 
low,  in  its  real  aiped*  Grant  that  we  may  properly 
difcem  and  juftly  judge  of  it,  and  never  be  other* 
wife  affe&ed  and  never  otherwife  behave  towards  it 
than  is  adequate  to  it5  real  quality.  Teach  us  to 
think  of  it  as  wife  men  and  chriftians,  and  thus  lead 
us  to  the  path  of  true  perie£tion  and  happinefs» 
For  thefe  graces  we  prefent  our  petitions  at  the  foot- 
ftool  of  diy  mercy-feat  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift 
our  lord,  and  relying  on  his  promifes,  further  ad» 
dbrefs  thee  as  he  taught  us.     Our  fiither,  &c» 
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Ye  are  they  wLtch  juftify  youriUves  before  men  s  but  Goi 
knoweth  your  hearts  x  for  that  which  it  highly  eftetmcA 
among  men  is  abominatloa  in  the  fight  of  God. 

JO  underftand  the  true  worth  of  things,  and  to 
judge  of  them  accordingly,  is  the  foundation  of 
all  wifdom,  of  all  virtue,  of  all  happineb.  Without 
this  knowledge  we  are  a  prey  to  error,  the  fport  of 
our  pal&ons,  and  can  never  be  fafe  from  the  moft 
pernicious  miftakes  and  tranfgreifions.  And  in  fad, 
my  pious  hearers,  why  is  a  man  fo  often  obliged  to 
reverfe  his  judgments  and  fo  often  to  alter  his  con- 
duft  I  why  fo  frequently  to  be  afhamed  of  both  the 

one 
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dne  and  the  other  to  himfelf  and  to  his  felIow*crea» 
ttires  ;  why  does  he  fo  feldom  find  the  pleafure» 
the  advantage,  the  tranquillity,  the  contentment, 
that  he  feeks  ;  why  is  he  fo  frequently  deceived  in 
his  ezpedations ;  why  are  his  moft  flattering  hopes 
lb  feldom  entirely  fulfilled;  why  does  he  fo  fre^ 
quently  deteft  and  avoid  to-day,  what  he  yefterday 
fo  highly  efteemed,  and  after  which  he  fo  ardently 
drove ;  why  is  he  now  fo  anxious  to^obtain,  what  he 
heretofore  difregarded ;  why  elfe  than  becaufe  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  value  of  thefe  things,  did  not 
judge  and  treat  them  according  to  their  true  worth, 
but  took  them  for  fomething  other  than  what  they 
really  are  ?  Tes,  this  is  wifdom,  my  pious  hearers, 
true,  ufeful  wifdom,  wifdom  that  is  indifpeniably  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  proper  condud  of  life  and  to  the  blithe 
enjoyment  of  its  goods,  to  take  every  objed  for 
what  it  is,  the  great  for  great,  the  little  for  little,  the 
exalted  for  exalted,  the  low  for  low,  not  to  magnify 
the  one  nor  diminiih  the  other,  not  exceffively  to  ele- 
vate the  one,  and  not  too  deeply  to  deprefs  the  other. 
He  who  ads  thus  in  every  cafe  and  in  all  refpeds,  ^ivill 
never  be  deceived  and  dazzled  by  femblance  and 
figure  {  will  never  run  after  an  empty  delufive  ihade, 
or  a  beautiful  unattainable  ideal  form;  will  never 
wafte  his  powers  in  vain  exertions,  and  never  have 
caufe  to  complain  of  deceit  and  impoflure,  never  of 
abortive  expedations  and  difappointed  hopes.  His 
judgments  \i  ill  be  as  fure  and  confiftent  as  his  con- 
dud,  and  fatisfadion  and  ferenity  will  be  his  infepar- 

able 
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able  companions  on  the  path  of  life<  Are  vfe  unabte 
to  attain  to  this  height  of  wifdom  and  haqypinefs  ia 
our  prefent  ftate,  my  pious  headers ;  are  we  all  in  this 
refped  more  or  lefs  fubjed  to  error,  fince  fenfualitf 
has  more  or  lefs  authority  over  us :  yet  we  can  and 
fliould  be  continually  approaching  Hearer  to  that 
perfefUon.  We  can  and  ihould  learn  wifdom,  and 
bee  )me  progreffively  more  capable  of  the  happinefs 
that  arifes  from  it*  This  is  our  principal  appoint** 
ment  on  earth ;  and  well  for  us  if  we  hold  it  to  be 
as  grand  and  important  as  in  reality  it  is !  May  I 
contribute  fomewhat  to  this  end  by  my  px^ent  dif- 
courfe !  My  defign  is  to  occafion  you  to  re&eSt 
upon  ibme  notions  that  are  intimately  connefted 
with  numberlefs  others,  and  have  a  mighty  influence 
on  moft  of  our  judgments  and  aftions,  as  well  as  on 
our  peace,  of  mind  and  happinefs.  Tbefe  are  the 
notions  concerning  what  is  and  is  called  high  and 
low,  great  and  little.  What  is  highly  efteemed 
among  men,  fays  Jefus,  i^  abomination  in  the  fight 
of  God.  Thereby  plainly  teaching  us,  that  the 
ideas  and  judgments  of  mankind  concerning  theie 
things  are  frequently  erroneous,  often  totally  falfe^ 
that  they  frequently  take  what  is  low  for  exalted, 

« 

and  what  is  little  for  great,  and  the  reverie. 

Only  one  greatneis^  my  pious  hearers,  is  abfolute 
greatnefs  ;  only  one  height  is  pofitive,  is  unlimited 
and  incomparable  height :  and  that  is  the  greatnefs 
and  the  fublimity  of  God,  who  comprifes  all  reality, 
all  a&uality  in  himfelf,  from  whom  proceeds,  by 

whom 
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whom  fubfiiU  whatever  k  aod  is  called  great  and  ^b*- 
alted^  who  is  the  origin  of  all  tbmgs,  the  energy  c£ 
all  energies^  the  creator  of  all  btifigsi  the  maker  of 
all  bodies,  the  father  of  all  fptrits.  Yes»  in  his  preh 
fence  flirink  into  thy  infignificance,  o  man,  prof* 
trate  thyfelf  before  him  in  the  duft,  and  in  the  pro- 
fotindeft  humility  adore  Um  as  that  which  alone  is 
great,  alone  exalted. 

All  except  God,  is  only  comparatively  great  or 
little,  high  or  low.  All  appears  to  us  one  while  as 
greati  at  another  as  little,  now  as  high,  then  as  low, 
and  deferves  likewife  to  be  denominated  attd  regarded 
by  us  now  thus,  then  otherwife,  according  as  it  ps8<^ 
lents  itfelf  to  us  on  one  fide,  or  on  the  other,  in  cxn^ ' 
nefidon  with  one  fet  of  obje&s,  or  with  another. 
iThe  fun  is  great,  immenfely  great  in  comparifon 
with  the  grain  of  land,  but  juft  as  little  when  com^ 
pared  with  the  unirerfe.  Man  is  exalted  in  compari- 
fon with  the  reptile  crawling  in  the  duft,  but  as  low 
if  compared  with  fomefupendr  fpirit,  perhaps  com- 
prehending worlds  entire.  High  and  low,  grestt 
and  little  are  relative  terms,  that  is,  denoting  ideas 
which  do  not  abfolutely  fuit  the  ob}e£ls  or  perfons 
which  they  concern,  but  in  reference  to  other  objefis 
or  perfons  and  their  coilnparifon  with  them,  whidi 
prefuppofe  a  determimtte  meafure,  by  which  they  am 
meted  and  judged  of. 

For  juftly  appreciating,  or  eftimating,  what  is 
called  high  or  low,  great  or  little,  we  mud  attend 
entirely  to  two  particulars.   Fkft  to  th€  fiandard  to 

VOL.  II.  T  which 
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•vhich  thefe  things  are  applied,  and  then  to  the  me- 
thod in  which  they  are  compared  with  it*  Is  the 
iftandard  true }  and  is  the  companion  with  it  cat^ 
•fully  and  impartially  made :  then  likewile  the  idea 
•which  we  form  of  it  is  true,  and  the  judgment  we 
•pa&  upon  it  juft, 

I   .And  what  is  now  the  ftandard^of  that  which 
among  mankind  is  and  is  called  high  or  low,  great 
or  little  ?  Here  one  ftandard  is  kept  and  ufed  by  the 
ienfual'  man,  the  man  governed  by  his  paffions  : 
.another  by  the  wife  man  and  the  chriftian.    In  the 
eyes  of  the  fenfual  man  all  is  high  and  great,  that 
'^Sts  upon  his  fenfes  more  forcibly  than  ufual,  that 
•excites  obfervation  and  noife,  that  is  conneAed  with 
power  and  authority,  or  implies  power  and  autho* 
lity ;  all  that  fhines  and  glitters,  dazzles  and  con- 
•founds,  all  that  gives  a  man  any  confpicuous  prece» 
-dence  and  fets  him  above  others ;  all  that  his  £iga* 
city  cannot  comprehend,  or  bis  faculties  cannot 
reach ;  all  that  excites  his  a(loni(hment,  or  fpreads 
fear  and  conftemation  aroimd  him.  Therefore  he 
prizes  fo  highly  gold  and  filver,  riches  and  afHuence, 
magnificence  in  drefs  and  equipage,  extenfive  pof- 
;fe(fions,  a  numerous,  brilliant  train  of  attendants  ; 
therefore  he  admires  the  fplendour  of  the  throne,  the 
;.pomp  of  the  court,  the  puiflance  of  the  prince,  the 
exploits  of  the  warrior,  the  trophies  and  ruins  of 
the  wide^wafting  defpot ;  therefore  he  is  fo  apt  to  be 
.  deceived  by  any  unufual  phacnomenon,  by  every  pre- 
tended (acred  obfcurity,  or  impofed  upon  by  impof- 
:  tors 
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tors  who  boaft  of  pofleffing  myfterious  arts  and  oc* 
cult,  fdences.  In  the  eyes  of  the  man  fwayed  by 
his  pailions  all  is  high  and  great  that  foothes  his 
prefent  darling  propenlity^  that  promifes  to  gratify 
his  lufts  and  appetites^  that  can  procure  or  grant  him 
the  fatislafllon  after  which  he  happens  qow  to  be 
flriving  with  all  his  might,  or  the  emolument  he  is 
now  canvailing  for  in  preference  to  every  other* 
Therefore  he  holds  one  and  the  fame  objed  or  per- 
fon  to  be  now  important,  then  unimportant,  now 
great,  then  little,  now  exalted,  then  vulgar,  juft  as 
it  is  favourable  or  unfavourable  to  the  paffion  that 
is  uppermoft,  as  it  is  likely  to  flatter  or  not  his  incli- 
nation or  his  averfion,  his  hatred  or  his  lote,  his 
fears  or  his  hopes.  On  the  other  hand,  to  the  fen* 
fual  man  or  him  who  is  the  fport  of  paifion  all  is  little 
and  low  that  does  not  (Irike  the  fenfes,  that  is  and  is 
done  in  concealment^  that  operates  in  filedce,  that 
gives  the  individual  no  precedence  over  his  equals, 
that  leaves  him  in  obfcurity ;  all  that  neither  at« 
itm&s  obfervation,  nor  procures  honour  send  re« 
nown,  all  that  the  rich  man  has  in  common  with  tho 
poor,  the  (Irong  with  the  weak,  the  mafter  with  his 
fervant ;  all  in  fhort  that  implies  cotifbraint,  limita* 
tion,  exertion,  labour,  or  demands  of  us  fuflFexing 
and  iacrifices*  Therefore  wifdom  and  virtue,  rsli« 
gion  and  piety,  fortitude  of  mind  and  calm  repofe 
of  foul;  therefore  felf-command  and  moderation, 
forbearance  and  placability,  a  retired,  modeft,  noife- 
lels,  but  induftrious  and  ufeful  tenour  of  conduft 
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•re  of  little  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  fenfual 
Biaii^  of  the  man  aduated  by  vtegular.  paffions^ - 

Quite  differently,  my  pious  heaters^  does  the  wife 
man,  the  chriftian,  judge  of  that  which  is  great  and 
little,  what  is  high  and  lo'Kr.   He  know6  that  the  fca^ 
fes  and  the  paflions  are  an  unfafe  and  fallacious  ftand^ 
ard  of  thefe  and  every  other  quality  of  things,  thait 
it  is  their  property  to  maignify  or  to  diminifliy  fO' 
heighten  or  to  deprefs  whatever  falls  under  their  cog^ 
nizance,  and  acre  dazzled  by  every  fpecious  appear- 
ance, deceived  by  every  borrowed  fbrm.   He  knows; 
•that  they  generally  ^ge  and  decide  according  to  the 
iHas  Aey  have  previoufly  taken,  andf  are  extremely 
partial.  Accordingly  be  acfls  in  the  £d  of  feafon  and 
religion ;  they  are  his  ftandard,-  and  they,  even  if 
they  do  not  abfolutely  fecure  hhn  from  every  miftake, 
never  let  him  f^l  into  dangerous  errors,  illumined 
■by  the  light  of  reafon  and  religion,  and  guided  by 
their  mandates  and  dire£Hons,  he  difcriminates  be- 
tween real  and  apparent  greatnefsy  imaginary  and  acf« 
tlua(  ethinence.     He  didinguiihes  between  inwaid 
:^md  outward,  between  phyiical  and  morale  between 
•  tranfitory  and  permanent  grandeur  and  excellence. 
He  never  confounds  the  former  with  the  latter,  nor* 
the  latter  with  the  former*    He  always  -decidedly 
'  prefers  the  inward  to  the  outward,  the  moral  to  the 
•phyfical,  thecondant  to  the  mutable  and  accidentaL 
In  his  eyes  (Irength  of  intelleft  is  of  more  confe* 
quence  than  (Irength  of  body,  beauty  of  mind  than 
beauty  of  perfcm,  wifdom  and  underftanding  than 
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W^th  and  honour,  command  over  onefelf  than 
jcominand  over  pountries  and  nations.  The  former 
IS  ^itriniic ;  the  latter  only  extrinfic  greatnefs.  To 
jbe  content  in  whatfoeirer  ftate,  to  be  patient  and 
firm  undier  the  preflure  of  any  affli&ion,  to  be  £suth^ 
ful  to  duty  and  virtue  under  every  temptation  and 
enticement  to  fin,  to  be  temperate  and  difcreet  in  the 
midft  of  opulence,  and  always  to  nial^e  a  confden^ 
^us,  worthy  ufe  of  our  faculties  and  diftinfUons 
and  endowments^  however  gre^it  or  diminutive  they 
may  be,  is  in  hij^  eyes  infinitely  greater  and  nobler, 
than  to  raife  onefejf  by  rjches  and  pow^  ever  fo  high 
above  others,  than  to  fhove  ever  fo  many  weak^ 
perfons  put  of  one's  way,  and  mal^e  them  feel  our 
iuperiority,  than  ever  fo irrefiftibly  tocarry  through 
9^1  our  plans  and  undertakings,  or  to  rule  ever  fuch 
x^umbers  pf  people  with  an  iron  fceptre.  The  foiv. 
mer  is  moral,  the  latter  only  phyfical  greatnefs  and 
eminence*  To  iiibjed:  our  fentiments  and  afledions 
to  the  laws  pf  truth  and  order ;  always  to  do  what  Is 
right  and  fit  and  iqi  everv  c^e  the  beft ;  always  to 
g&  upon  found  principles  and  to  purfue  worthy  tod^{ 
to  be  confident  in  the  whole  of  our  conduft,  our 
))ehaviour  in  public  ^nd  private  life ;  and  without 
lofty  pretenfipns,  without  nPife  and  oftentation  to 
do  as  mqch  good  as  we  pofiibly  can  in  our  (tation, 
in  oyr  iphere :  this  in  the  eyes  of  the  wife  man,  of 
the  chriftian,  is  Cu*  greater  and  mor^  excellent,  than 
to  conquer  cities,  to  fubjugate  nations,  to  bring  about 
revolutions,  and  to  fpread  the  fame  of  our  acbieve- 
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ments  from  one  extremity  of  the  earth  to  the  othep* 
tndat  the&metimeto  be  the  (lave of  ourluftsand 
paflions,  or  the  fcourge  and  tormentor  of  mankind. 
The  former  is  lafting,  everlafting ;  the  latter  is  tran« 
fitory,  evanefcent  greatnefs  and  eminence.    No, 
according  to  the  judgmait  of  the  wife  man  and  the 
chriftian,  nothing  is  great,  nothing  ezceilent  ex- 
cept what  is  right  and  proper,  what  is  innocent  and 
beneficial,  what  coincides  with  the  will  of  God, 
what  has  his  fandion  and  is  approved  by  him ;  no- 
thing ex<;ept  what  advances  man  towards  his  fupe? 
rior  de(tin^tion,  what  brings  him  nearer  to  the 
deity,  and  gives  him  a  clofer  refemblance  to  that  ori- 
ginal of  all  perfe^on ;  nothing  except  what  retains 
its  worth  in  heaven  as  on  earth,  in  the  future  as  in 
the  prefent  world,  before  the  judgment-feat  of  God 
as  at  the  bar  of  Arid  and  unbiaifed  reafon. 

On  the  other  fide  to  him  nothing  is  little,  nothing 
low,  nothing  defpicable,  that  is  grounded  in  the  na^ 
ture  of  exillence  and  of  man,  what  is  fitted  to  the 
order  of  things  eflablilhed  and  pronounced  to  be 
good  by  the  Eternal  Father,  what  is  fubfervient  to 
his  will,  means  to  the  promodon  of  his  purpofes, 
what  is  in  any  refped  ufeful  and  falutary  to  his 
features,  to  his  children ;  therefore  no  fbdon,  no 
calling,  no  mode  of  life,  no  occupation,  which  in 
^felf  iff  lawful  and  convenient,  and  boiefidal  in  its 
effeds ;  no  difcipline,  no  afflidion,  no  evil,  no  def- 
^tution,  that  tends  to  the  good  of  the  whole  and  to 
the  compl^don  of  its  particular  members.    No,  only 
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felf-imputabie  infirmity  of  mind  and  perverfenefe 
of  heart ;  only  folly  and  fin }  only  crimes  and  vice  i 
only  abufe  or  non-employment  of  our  faculties  and 
endowments ;  only  a  dull,  inert^  unprofitable,  or 
corrupt  and  generally  noxious  coiufe  of  life,  only 
difobedience  to  God  and  rebellion  aganft  the  laws  of 
truth  and  order :  only  this  degrades  and  difgraces  a 
man  in  the  eyes  of  the  wife  man  and  the  chriftian ; 
only  this  occafions  him  to  think  and  a&  contradedly 
and  meanly ;  only  this  deprives  hiiR  of  all  real  ei^ceU 
lence  and  dignify^ 

And  what  now  is  the  upfliot  of  all  this,  what  is 
the  proper  confequence  of  thefe  notions  about  what 
is  high  and  low,  great  and  little  i  How  fhould  we 
apply  them  to  the  confirmation  of  our  judgment  and 
to  the  inftitution  of  our  condud  ? 

Would  we  maintain  the  titles  of  wife  men  and 
chriftians,  we  muft  think  and  judge  concerning  all 
thefe  things  quite  differently  from  the  way  in  \diich 
they  are  thought  and  judged  of  by  the  great  ma&  of 
mankind.  Ma^ms  fuch  as  the  following  muft  be  to 
us  eftabliflied  and  inviolable  principles.  Station  and 
rank,  were  it  even  princely  ftation  and  regal  rank, 
is  in  itfelf  not  real,  permanent  eminence  :  but  the 
generally  beneficial,  generous  ufe  that  we  nuJ&eof  it^ 
is  what  elevates  the  mind  of  the  individual  iltperior 
to  many  others,  what  enlax^s  bis  heart  and  his  orl»t 
of  a£lion,  and  confers  on  him  real,  abiding  excet 
lence.  —  Humble  origin,  low  ftation,  is  in  itfelf 
not  mean,  never  dlfhonburs  the  individual,   never 
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adually  degrades  him  either  in  the  fight  of  God,  at 
m  the  eyes  of  mtelligeat  fpirits,  or  of  wife  mea :  bu( 
a  low  way  of  thinking,  low  fentin^ents,  mean  be* 
haviour,  ieure  really  what  they  are  called,  ^ad  are  iq 
Bi  all  ftations^  and  among  all  claflfes  of  msmkind,  the 
foremoft  as  well  as  the  hindmoft.  —f  Power  and  aur 
thority  are  ziot  real,  permanent  grandeur :  only  the 
wife,  beneficial  ufe  of  them  is  anything  real  of 
the  kind.  little,  contemptibly  little  is  the  mightiefi; 
tyrant,  the  mod  arbitrary  defpot,  who  employs  hi^ 
force  to  defiroy,  his  authority  to  opprefs.  Great^ 
refpe^bly  great  is  the  poor  peafant,  the  day-la« 
bourer,  who  in  his  narrow  circle,  and  with  his  li-. 
xnited  abilities^  does  and  promotes  as  much  goo4 
and  utility,  as  he  poffibly  c^.  *-  Wealth  and  opu- 
lence, magnificence  and  luxury,  u\  themfelves  ren* 
der  no  man  either  great  or  eminent ;  and  poverty  and 
indigence,  retirednefs  and  obfcurity,  in  themfelves 
degrade  and  difgrace  nobody.  The  narrowed  mind 
and  the  moft  contraded,  moft  unfeelii^  heart  may 
be  conneded  with  the  largeft  eftate,  as  well  as  an  af- 
piring,  liberal  mind,  and  s^  capaqous,  tender  heart 
with  penury  and  want.  Seldom  is  that  which  fliines 
«tid  glitters,  which  is  announced  with  oftentation  and 
clamowr,  really  grand  and  excellent.  Txvifi  gnm- 
deur  and  e^icellence  are  much  oftener  feen  ii^  pri* 
Tacy  and  retirement,  than  on  the  great  theatre  of 
the  world,  much  pftener  in  the  humble  retreat  of 
the  fage,  or  in  the  plain  and  fimple  dwelling  of  the 
HMm  of  middling  ftation,  than  in  the  fplendour  of 
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>he  court,  or  on  the  throne  of  the  prinpe.  —  Thus, 
my  pious  headers,  thus  ^e  we  taught  by  wifdom  to 
think  and  to  judge  of  that  whicl^  among  men  is  called 
high  and  low,  great  a^d  little.  Thus  differs  her 
ppinion  and  her  decifion  thereupon  from  the  opinioq. 
and  the  decifion  qf  the  bulk  of  n^ankind.  Let  u^ 
hearken  to  her  voice,  and  fo^m  our  judgment  upon 
ber^s. 

All  thy  grandeur,  wifdom  calls  to  man,  all  thy 
grandeur,  whether  phyfical  or  moral  grandeur,  is 
but  comparatively  fo.  Contraft  thyfelf  with  the 
plants,  with  the  beads  of  the  field,  with  the  entirely 
fenfual  and  depraved  of  mankmd,  and  thou  mufl:  feel 
thyfelf  far  fuperior  to  them,  mud  feel  thyfelf  en*^ 
flowed  with  great  faculties  and  privileges.  Contraft 
thyfelf  with  beings  of  a  higher  order^  contraft  thy- 
felf with  Jefus,  the  grand  exemplar  of  all  human 
perfedion,  and  an  inward,  lively  fentiment  of  fee^ 
Uenefs,  of  defe&s  and  failings  will  humiliate  and 
confound  thee.  Contraft  thyfelf  with  the  deity 
himfelf,  and  everything  apparently  great  and  excel- 
lent vaniihes  from  thy  view,  and  thou  entirely  lofeft 
fight  of  thyfelf  with  all  that  thou  spt  and.  haft. 

Boaft  not  thyfelf,  continues  wifdom  in  her  addrefs  ta 
man,  hpaft  not  thyfelf  of  thy  grandeur  or  thy  emi^ 
nence,  when  they  are  founded  merely  on  accidents 
and  externals;  on  the  privileges  of  thy  birth,  of  thy 
form,  of  thy  ftation,  thy  office,  thy  revenues,  or  on 
a^ons  that  rather  attra&  the  eyes  of  the  crowd  and 
^cite  their  acclamations,  than  diffufe  real  happinefs 
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around.  All  this  is  fpurious,  borrowed,  tranfitory, 
iulfe  greatnefs  and  eminence,  that  will  not  ftand  the 
ted  of  reafon  nor  refift  the  force  of  time,  and  are 
apt  to  fade  and  wither  away  as  fuddenlv  as  they 
^rung  up. 

Biufli  not  on  the  other  hand,  o  man,  blu(h  not- 
at  thy  meannefs,  thy  limitations,  and  the  obfcurity 
which  furrounds  thee  if  they  are  merely  the  confe*^ 
quences  of  thy  parentage,  dF  thy  birth,  of  thy  fitu- 
ation,  of  thy  want  of  fortune,  if  they  be  not  tha 
fruits  of  thy  folly  or  thy  criminal  condud.  A  found 
underftanding,  a  mind  perpetually  driving  after  highr 
er  perfeftion,  a  generous  heart,  aflfeftionate  towards 
God  and  man,  confer  on  thee  greater  intrinfic,  per- 
manent worth,  lead  thee  farther  on  the  fcale  of  be- 
ings, and  aflign  thee  a  fuperior  rank  among  them, 
than  all  other  outward  diftinftions,  than  crowns  and 
iceptres,  placed  on  the  heads  and  in  the  hands  of 
fools  and  profligates.  Here  may  be  very  often  ap- 
plied the  aflfertion  of  Jefus  in  our  text :  that  which  is 
highly  e(leeme4  among  n^en,  is  abomination  in  the 
fight  of  God. 

No,  to  be  well-pleafing  to  God,  thy  creator  and 
lord,  to  do  his  will  and  to  have  communion  with  him, 
to  be  wife  and  good,  and  truly  ufeful  to  thy  brethren : 
herein  and  herein  alone  feek  thy  real  grandeur  and 
eminence,  o  man.  All  outward,  fenfual,  earthly 
grandeur  and  eminence  are  fooner  or  later  over^ 
whelmed  in  the  night  of  the  grave  and  oblivion. 
Where  are  the  great  heroes,  the  great   monarch?, 
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Ae  great  emjares  of  antiquity?  VSThere  is  their  gran* 
deur  and  eminence  ?  Thofe  lie  buried  in  the  dull, 
^hefe  are  go^e  to  ruin,  ^  hiftory  h^  fcarcely  pre^ 
ferred  their  names.  No,  only  greatnefs  of  mind, 
only  grandeur  of  foul  atode  for  ever,  and  accompany 
the  man  who  poflefles  them,  out  of  one  world  into 
the  other,  from  one  Ilage  of  his  exigence  to  another, 
.^er  this  grandeur,  after  mQTc  eminent  i^dom, 
after  more  excellent  virtiie  and  piety,  let  us  ftrive, 
my  dear  friends,  if  we  would  pot  purfue  an  empty 
piadow  and  hereafter  be  afiupied  of  our  cbildifh  ef- 
forts, but  refolye  really  to  become  as  perfed  and  as 
happy  as  according  to  our  nature  apd  deftinadon  we 
^y  become. 


SERMON  XLVD. 


Tbc  reHgicus  Behaviour  of  Mankind  in  Profferiiy  amf 

in  jidverfity* 


/^  OD,  to  thee  belong  m^efty  and  power,  glory,^ 
^"^  praife  and  thankfgivmg !  All  that  is  in  heaven 
and  on  earth  is  thine ;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  thou 
reignefl;  over  allj  thine  are  riches  and  honour,  ai^ 
thee  alone  it  depends  that  any  one  can  be  great  and 
mighty.  Profperity  and  adverfity,  life  and  death  are 
in  thy  hand,  and  are  difpenfed  by  thee  according  to 
the  laws  of  confummate  ivifdom  and  benignity 
among  all  thy  creatures.  We  too,  thy  children  upon 
earth,  can  experience  neither  evil  nor  good  that  does 
not  depend  on  thee,  that  is  not  adapted  and  dire^ed 
by  thee  to  the  fitted  purpofes.  Thou  furyeyeft,  thoi| 
comprehended,  and  ordered  all  our  fortunes,  an4 
governed  them  in  fuch  manner  as  is  mod  condudye 
to  our  benefit,  and  to  the  perfection  of  the  wholef 
All  that  comes  from  thee  is  blefling  and  bounty ;  aU 
has  perfection  and  happinefs  in  view.  Oh  that  we 
perceived  this  truth,  with  conviction  perceived  it,  ii^ 
profperity  as  in  adverfity,  in  the  afflictions  no  lefs 
than  in  the  fatisfaCtions  of  life,  and  in  every  fituatiou 
behaved  confidently  with  this  knowledge!  How 
humble,  how  grateful,  how  beneficent,  how  mode- 
rate, how  heavenly-minded  fhould  we  be  in  profpe- 
rity, 
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rity,  and  tow  patient,  how  intrepid,  how  confident^ 
and  hopeful  in  adverfity !     How  tolerable  and  eafy 
fhbuld  we  thus  render  to  oUrfelves  the  aifli&ions, 
and  how  much  fweeter  and  fatisfadory  the  joys  of 
life !     May  thetl  wifdOm  and  virtue,  religion  and 
piety  be  our  conftant,  infeparable  companions  and 
guides,  along  whatever    path,    whether  daiic  or 
ihining,  whether  rugged  or  fmooth,  thou  callelt  ua 
to  go,  and  by  which  thou  wouldft  lead  us  to  the 
glorious  prize !    May  therefore  the  confiderations 
which  we  are  now  entering  upon,  fix  our  attention 
to  their  precepts  and  directions,  and  foufe  us  to  a 
willing  and  faithful  obedience  to  them!      Grant 
that  they  may,  by  thy  grace,  be  fo  grafted  inwardly 
in  our  minds,  and  in  our  hearts,  that  they  may  be 
ever  prefent  to  us,  when  we  are  in  want  of  their 
counfel  and  encouragement.    We  implore  of  thee 
thefe  mercies,  as  the  votaries  of  Jefus,  the  great 
captain  of  our  falvation,  who,  through  his  whole  life, 
tharked  out  the  path  which  leads  to  the  heavens, 
and  in  his  name  conclude  our  fupplications,  faying, 
as  he  taught  us :  Our  father,  &c« 

JAMES  V.  13. 

Is  aiiy  amozig  you  afflided  ^  let  him  pray..    Is  any  merry  ? 

let  him  fmg  pfalms. 

PROSPERITY  and  adverfity,  in  this  life,  gene- 
rally  by  turns  precede  and  follow  each  other. 
That  fucceeds  to  this,  and  this  to  that,  in  regular 
vidilitude.  Seldom,  extremely  feldom,  does  mther 
the  former  or  the  latt^  uniformly  accompany  a  man 

through 
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thrcragh  the  whole  of  his  tenreftml  earner,  from 
the  begiimmg  to  the  end  of  it.  Seldom,  extremely 
(eldom,  can  ve  point  out  a  perfon,  who  has  not  al- 
tematelr  experienced  them  both,  who  has  not  at  one 
time  been  attended  by  profperity,  and  at  another  by 
adreriity.  The  magnitude  and  the  duration  oi  each 
may  be  Taiious ;  but  their  empire  over  man,  and 
their  influence  on  the  events  of  bis  life,  are  unrrar« 
fid.  And  this  mixture  of  good  and  evil,  this  inter- 
change of  profperity  and  adverfity,  is  perfeCUy  wdi 
fuked  to  the  ftate  of  education  and  difcipline  in 
which  we  now  tive.  Without  it,  the  prefent  Ii& 
would  not  be  to  us  a  fchool  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  a 
preparation  to  a  fuperior  ftate ;  and,  at  the  coib> 
clufion  of  it  we  fliould  Bad  ourfelves  juft  ftandiog 
where  we  were  at  our  entrance  upon  iL  At  our 
death  we  Oiould  be  nearly  the  lame  (enfual,  animal 
creatures,  the  fame  imriwial,  unwife  beings  we  were 
at  our  birth.  But  (hould  this  mixture  of  good  and 
ill,  this  vidflitude  of  agreeable  and  di^reeable  ac- 
cidents and  evoits  jffocure  us  all  the  benefit  which 
they  may  and  ought  to  procure  ui  j  fliould  we  fay 
them  become  wife  and  Tirtuotn  m  a  higher  degree, 
and  be  capable  of  a  higher  degree  of  hap{unefs: 
it  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  indifference  bow  w» 
bdiave  "f^f  ^"  Providence  places  us  all  in 
dn  ***n|^^^fc"  >n<l  virtue  :  but  ve  do  not 
it  in  s^'^re  do  not  all  ply  our 
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diligent,  plodding  fcholars,  having  conftantly  in 
view  the  fole  ^id  for  which  they  are  placed  in  it^  and 
(hiving  continually  more  fully  to  attain  it.  There-* 
fore  profperity  and  adverfity  do  not  always  produce 
in  mankind  thefe  eSe&s  which  they  are  defigned  to 
produce ;  therefore  they  fo  frequently  abufe  them 
both,  to  the  detriment  of  themfelves  and  others ; 
therefore  we  fo  frequently  remain,  with  al!  the  means 
of  education  and  exercife  we  have,  on  fo  low  a  form 
of  underftanding  and  moral  perfe£tion.  Let  us,  my 
chriftian  friends,  in  order  that  we  may  avoid  this  fad 
deviation,  liften  attentively  to  the  infbrudions  given 
us  in  this  particular  by  wifdom  and  religion.  Let  us, 
in  purfuance  of  their  direction,  confider  the  virtuous 
and  pious  behaviour  of  mankind,  both  in  profperity 
and  in  adverfity. 

Is  any  among  you  afHided  ?  fays  the  apoftle  in  our 
text,  let  him  pray.  Is  any  merry  ?  let  him  fing  pfalms. 
Whether  a  man,  would  he  fay,  be  profperous  or 
unfortunate,  forrowful  or  joyful,  whether  things  go 
well  or  ill  with  him ;  let  him  take  religion  for  his 
companion,  his  counfellor  and  his  comforter.  Let  her 
lefibns,  her  precepts,  her  promifes  enhance  his  prof- 
perity, and  alleviate  his  misfortunes ;  let  them  render 
both  (he  one  and  the  other  harmlefs  and  beneficial 
to  him ;  let  them  teach  him  modefly  and  mode- 
ration  in  the  former ;  and  in  the  latter  infpire  him 
with  confidence  and  courage.  —  Come  then,  my 
pious  hearers/  let  us  hearken  to  the  voice  of  this 
teacher  and  guide,  commiilioned  to  us  by  God,  and 

endea- 
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endeavour  to  profit  by  her  fUggeftioiis  and  oitttbiisi 
What  fays  fhe  to  us  in  j[>rolperity  ?  What  does  flief 
teach  us  in  adverfity  ?  In  profperity  fiie  preaches  td 
us  humility^  moderation,  love,  heavqily»mindedneft : 
in  adverfity  patience,  fortitude,  refigoation,  and  troft 
in  God,  cheerful  views  into  the  future  world,  and 
carefiil  preparation  for  it« 

Fares  it  well  with  thee^  o  man,  ihe  thus  addreffisi 
us,  art  thou  in  poffefGon  of  a  variety  of  outward  en« 
dowments  and  diftinaions,  doft  thou  enjoy  bkffings 
of  various  kinds,  have  thy  affairs  and  undertakings 
fucceeded  to  thy  wifh :  be  not  proud  of  thefe  bene^ 
fits,  of  thefe  di{tin£tions,  of  thefe  bleilings,  of  this 
fuccefs.  Boaft  not  of  them,  as  though  they  wei^ 
thy  procuration,  as  if  thou  hadft  none  but  thyfelf 
to .  thank  for  thy  wifdom  and  thy  accomplxfhment& 
Bethink  thee  how  feldom  the  race  is  to  the  fwift, 
how  feldom  the  battle  is  to  the  ftrong,  how  feldom 
dexterity  and  ikill  fuffice  to  the  acquifition  of  wealth, 
how  all  depend  on  time  and  chance,  on  a  thou&nd 
favoiirable  circumflances,  and  on  the  will  of  him 
who  regulates  all  thefe  circumflances  according  to 
his  good  pleafure,  and  caufes  them  all  to  concur  to 
thy  benefit.  Never  forget  the  abfolute  dependency  of 
thyfelf  and  all  things  upon  the  fovereign  ruler  and 
governor  of  the  world.  Forget  not,  that  health  and 
ficknefs,  riches  and  poverty,  elevation  and  depref- 
fion,  profperity  and  adverfity,  life  and  death  are  in 
his  hand;  that  he  diftributes  light  and  darkneis, 
good  and  evil  in  the  world,  and  among  mankind,  as 
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is  moft  confiftent  with  the  furtherance  of  his  exalted^ 
and  generally  occult  defigns.  Rely  not  therefore  on 
thine  outward  goods  and  diftindions,  reckon  not 
upon  them  as  upon  thy  real,  lading  property.  Hold 
not  the  moft  unftable  and  fluduating  of  all  things, 
I»rofperity,  for  fecure  and  unalterable.  Thou  canft 
not  tell,  whether  after  a  few  days  or  years,  whether 
to«morraw  thou  may  ft  ftill  be  and  have  and  be  able 
to  do,  what  to  day  thou  art  and  haft  and  art  able 
to  do.  How  foon  may  thy  bright  and  fhining  path 
be  ovexfpread  with  clouds,  how  foon  may  the  deceit^ 
ful  luftre  of  thy  golden  hours  be  tanuflied  1  How 
foon  may  thy  riches  leave  thee,  thy  friends  deiert 
thee,  the  refpeft  in  which  thou  art  held  be  obfcured, 
thy  faculties  and  thy  fpirits  decline,  and  thy  body 
fbnd  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the  grave !  And 
where  are  then  the  frail  fupports  on  which  thou  lean-i 
edft,  the  flattering  profpe£ts  of  an  uninterrupted^ 
perennial  wel&re  in  which  thou  thoughtft  thyfdf  fy 
fecure  ?  No,,  confefa  and  feel  in  the  midfl  of  plenty, 
in  die  full  enjoyment  of  prafperity,  thy  weaknei^, 
thy  caducity^  thy  dependency,  and  the  inftalxSity, 
the  dreamlike  nature^  the  infufHdency  of  all  terref« 
trial  goods  and  diftinfHons,  and  let  this  teach  thee 
modefty  and  hmnility. 

Liveft  thou  in  affluence,  thus  wifdom  and  reI^;ion 
addrefe  tliee  £urtber,  art  diou  and  are  thine  eater* 
priiies  crowned  with  pro^erity  and  fucceis :  be  mo- 
derate in  tht  ufe  of  this  plenty  and  of  this  profperity. 
Let  nothing  of  all  that  beloi^  to  them  get  the 
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afcendant  over  thee,  and  bring  thee  into  bondage ; 
let  nothing  of  itbecome  fo  neceilary  and  indifpen£ip 
ble  to  thee,  as  that  the  want  or  the  privation  of  it^ 
which  may  happen  to  thee  fo  foon,  to-day  or  to« 
morrow,  fhould  render  thee  unhappy.     Let  not  thy 
ftation  and  thy  rank,  nor  thy  goods  and  di(tin£tion85[ 
nor  thy  friends  and  favourites,  ever  be  fo  ciofely,  fo 
infeparably  aifociated  with  the  idea  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thy  fatisfa£tion,  that  with  the  former  thou 
muft  alfo  lofe  the  hitter*  Ufe  all  that  providence  gives 
thee  to  poiTefs  and  to  enjoy  beyond  c  thers  of  the 
the  beautiful  and  good,  the  convenient  and  agreeable,: 
with  a  cheerful  mind,  but  abufe  it  not.     Beware  of: 
giving  free  courfe  to  thy  lufls  and  appetites,  and  of 
gratifying  them,  even  when  they  incline  towards  in- 
nocent objeds,  fo  frequently  and  fo  fully,  as  thy  or* 
cumflances  and  fortune  will  allow.     Beware  of  en- 
joying the  fuavities,  the  pleafures  and  amufements 
of  this  life,  its  goods  and  fatisfadtions,  in  fuch  full 
meafure  as  is  poflible  to  thee,  for  fear  led  thy  en-, 
joyment  f^.ould  prefently  turn  into  furfeit  and  difguft. 
Employ  ndther  thy  bodily,  nor  thy  mental  Acuities 
fo  as  if  they  could  never  be  exhaufted,  and  ufe 
neither  thy  power,   nor  thy  authority,    nor   thy 
friends,  as  though  thou  couldft  not  lofe  them*     Let 
neither  ambitioa  and  the  luft  of  domineering,  nor 
fenfuality  and  the  propenfity  to  voluptuouihefs,  fe-  : 
duce  thee  to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  which  the  lawB 
of  truth,  of  order,  of  jultice,  of  equity^  of  humani- 
ty, have  pxi&ribed  even  tp  the  mightxeft  and  mofl 
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profperous,  and  which  none  can  tranfgrefs  with  im- 
punity. Exercife  thyfelf  continually  in  abftinence 
and  felf-command,  in  the  voluntary  abnegation  and 
dereliftion  of  the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  in  the  intentional 
difufe  of  outward  advantages,  if  thou  wouldft  main- 
tain thy  freedom,  if  thou  wouldft  vindicate  the  dig- 
nity of  man.  Never  facrifice  fpiritual,  lading  per- 
feftion,  never  wifdom  and  virtue,  to  thy  profperity ; 
but  be  ever  ready  to  purchafe  thofe  by  the  dimi- 
nution and  the  lofs  of  this. 

Art  thou  profperous ;  liveft  thou  in  the  enjoyment 
of  affluence,  continue  wifdom  and  religion  thirdly, 
make  a  truly  chriftian  and  beneficial  ufe  of  it.     Let 
love,  the  love  of  God  and  man,  aduate  thy  conduft 
and  direft  thee  in  the  employment  of  it.     Art  thou 
merry  ?  as  our  text  recommends,  fing  pfalms.  Raife 
thyfelf  in  fpirit  from  the  ftreaiu  that  fupplies  thee 
with  joy,  to  the  fource  from  which  it  flows,  to  the 
firft,  eternal,  independent  caufe  of  thy  exiftence  and 
thy  welfere,  to  God,  to  the  fupreme  difpenfer  of  joy, 
from  whom  every  good  gift  and  every  perfeft  boon  . 
proceeds,  and  who  is  inceflantly  fhedding  life  and 
energy,  and  fatisfeftion  and  felicity,  upon  the  whole  o£. 
his  immenfe  creation.   Sweeten  and  ennoble  to  thee  . 
whatever  of  agreeable,  of  beautifuj  and  good,  thou 
haft  and  enjoyefl,  by  confiderlng  and  enjoying  it  as . 
the  gift  of  thy  father  in  heaven,  as  a  proof  of  his, 
overruling  wifdom  and  providence,  as  an  earnefl  of; 
yet  greater  beniefits  and  blefQngs.    Learn  to  fol^ce . 
thyfelf  in  God,  in  all  his  works  and  benefactions,  in 
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the  little  as  well  as  in  the  great,  refign  thyfelf  to  his 
guidance  and  conduct  the  more  calmly  and  confident- 
ly,  and  hearken  to  all  his  commands  with  the  more 
willing  and  cheerful  obedience.  From  what  God 
has  done  and  (liil  does  for  thee  in  this  terref* 
trial  life,  on  this  inferior  ftage  of  thy  exiftence,  draw 
conclufions  touching  what  thou  mayft  expeft,  in  a 
better  life,  on  higher  ftages  of  thine  exiftence  from 
him  who  is  pure  benignity  and  love.  Let  not  the 
enjoyment  of  profperity  ever  entice  thee  from  him, 
the  author  and  upholder  of  it,  but  ftrive  by  its  means 
to  be  ever  approaching  nearer  to  him,  the  Father  of 
lights,  by  employing  all  that  thou  haft  received  from 
him  in  conformity  to  his  will,  and  to  the  furtherance 
of  his  defigns.  Therefore,  let  the  moft  univerfal,  the 
fincereft,  the  moft  aftive  love  towards  thy  brethren, 
the  children  of  thy  father  in  heaven,  aftuate  thee  in 
the  ufe  of  it.  Take  heed  that  thou  flight  not,  that 
thou  treat  not  with  fcom,  fucb  as  are  lefs  fuccefsful, 
lefs  powerful,  lefs  great,  lefs  wealthy  than  thyfelf. 
Rather  conceal  thy  advantages,  and  refrain  even 
from  their  innocent  ufe,  than  boaft  of  them  infult- 
ingly  to  them,  or  difplay  them  in  a  manner  that  may 
hurt  or  affront  them.  Be  fo  much  the  more  conde» 
icending,  the  more  kind  and  friendly  towards  thy 
inferiors,  by  how  much  the  more  fortune  has  raifed 
thee  above  them.  Be  ib  much  the  more  ready  and 
2ealous  to  help  and  to  ferve  others,  diffeminate  fo 
much  the  more  refrefhment  and  comfort  around 
ttej^  by  how  much  the  more  means  thereto  thou. 
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haft  in  thy  power.  Take  up  the  caufe  of  the  inno- 
cent, the  oppreffed,  the  perfecuted  fo  much  the  more 
warmly,  by  how  much  the  greater  thy  confequence 
and  thy  influence  may  be.  Give  to  the  neceflitous 
of  every  defcription  fo  much  the  more  abundantly 
and  cheerfully,  by  how  much  the  more  thou  art  able 
to  give.  Make  the  principal,  the  higheft  value  of  thy 
profperity,  of  thy  honour,  of  thy  authority,  of  thy 
riches,  and  the  like,  to  confift  in  this,  that  thou  canft 
do  and  promote  fo  much  the  more  good,  and  thereby 
be  ever  gaining  a  nearer  refemblance  to  God,  thy 
heavenly  father,  who  from  everlafting  to  everlafting 
is  eflfefling  pure  good  and  perpetually  the  beft. 

Wouldft  thou  laftly,  o  man,  (thus  wifdom  and 
religion  addrefs  thee  farther)  wouldft  thou  poflefs 
and  enjoy  thy  profperity  as  a  wife  man  and  a  chrif- 
tian:  poiTefs  and  enjoy  it  with  a  heavenly  mind. 
Poflefs  and  enjoy  it  as  a  creature  whofe  defires  and 
endeavours,  whofe  profpefts  and  hopes  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  few  years  and  days  of  this  terreftrial  life  j 
as  a  creature  that  is  deftined  to  immortality,  to  ever 
increafmg  perfedion  and  happinefs.  Let  not  the  ad- 
vantages, the  goods  and  latisfadions  of  this  life,  how- 
ever fplendid  and  covetable  they  may  be,  ever  eclipfe 
from  thy  view  the  far  greater  and  better  goods  and 
joys  and  advantages  of  the  fuperior  life.  Never  let 
the  pofleflion  and  enjoyment  of  thofe  make  thee  in- 
different towards  the  acquifition  and  the  enjoyment 
of  thefe.  Never  fhould  the  prefent  and  the  vifible 
take  entire  poHeffion  of  thy  foul  and  employ  all  thy 
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capacities  and  powers.  Never  (houldft  thou  on  their 
account,  forget  thy  future  glorious  appointment, 
never,  for  them,  forget  what  thou  art  defigned  here- 
after to  be  and  to  become  in  a  better  world.    Often 
compare  the  inftability  and  the  tranfitorinefs  of  all 
the  pomp  and  fplendour  that  furrounds  thee  here, 
the  fhort,  the  momentary  life  of  all  the  joys  that 
flutter  round  thee  here,  with  the  effential  wants, 
with  the  infatiable  defires  of  thy  immortal  fi^rit ; 
compare  them  with  the  fubftantial,  permanent  goods 
and  advantages  which  futurity  allows  thee  to  hope 
for.    Look  more  to  thefe  than  to  thofe ;  drive  more 
after  thefe  than  after  thofe.     They  lafl  only  for  a 
fhort  period  ;  thefe  are  of  endlefs  duration.     They 
are  the  airy  forms  and  figures  of  a  dream,  which  are 
difperfed  at  ihe  break  of  day  :  thefe  remain  to  thee 
after  thou  art  awake  from  that  dream,  and  compofe 
the  joy  and  the  happinefs  of  that  blifsful  day   to 
which  no  night  fucceeds. 

Thus,  my  dear  friends,  do  wifdom  and  religion 
addrefs  us  in  profperity.  Oh  well  for  us,  if  we 
attend  to  their  voice  and  follow  their  diredlions  !  So 
fhall  we  be  not  only  profperous,  but  happy  alfo ;  and 
by  a  worthy  ufe  of  profperity  render  ourfelves  ever 
more  and  more  capable  of  a  purer  and  higher  fell- 
city.  And  what  leflbns,  what  comfort,  what  flrength, 
do  thefe  celeftial  monitors  give  us  in  adverfity  ? 

Bear  thy  misfortunes,  fay  they  to  man,  bear  thy 
misfortunes  with  patience  and  refignation.  This  is 
the  beft,  the  only  means  of  alleviating  thy  burden 
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and  rendering  it  fapportable  to  th^e.  lAt  not  thy 
afHiftions,  thy  pains,  thy  troubles  weigh  thee  down, 
act  render  thee  dirprrited,  not  plunge- thee  in  the 
abyls  of  defpair.  Think  not  thatall  is  loft^  onloling 
temporal  goods  and  outward  advantages.  Deenv 
not  thyfelf  wretched  and  unhappy*  becaufe  tbou  arT 
unfortunate.  Never  let  go  the  hope  of  again  per- 
ceiving light  after  darknefs,  and  of  ch»iging  thy' 
rough  and  dreary  path  for  one  more  bright  and 
even.  Think  not  that  adverflty  is  more  conftanf 
and  unchangeable  than  profperity.  They'  irs  both 
equally  undable  and  fleedng,  both  fubjeft  to  a  va- 
riety of  changes.  Art  thou  affUded  ?  pray,  as  our 
text  recommends.  Bear  thy  affliSion  in  the  fenti- 
meM  of  thy  dependance  on  God,  if  thou  wilt  brar  it 
with  patience.  Forget  not  that  it  is  he  who  bring- 
eth  tow  and  lifteth  up,  who  wounds  and  heals,  who 
tnaketh  poor  and  maketh  rich,  who  layeth  in  the 
grave  and  bringeth  out  of  it  again.  Confider  alt 
adverfe  events  that  befall  thee  as  decrees  and  dif- 
penfations  of  thy  father  in  heaven,  and  never  forget 
t^at  he  loves  his  children  even  when  he  caufes 
them  to  fuffer  and  correds  them  by  fufFerings,  and 
ttiat  he  can  neither  intend  nor  efied  any  thing  but 
their  lienefit.  Never  therefore  murmur  againft  him, 
the  Holy  One  and  the  JuH,  the  All-bountiful,  never 
think  thyfelf  call  off,  forgotten  and  neglected  by  him 
who  Icnows  all,  who  fupports  and  animates  all,  who 
rules  and  governs  all  by  the  laws  of  fovereign  wif- 
u  4  dom, 
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dom,  who  purpofes  the  good  of  all  his  creatures^ 
and  has  compaifion  on  the  works  of  his  hands.  Ra» 
ther  revere  his  wife  benignity  even  then  with  filial 
fubmiiEon  when  thou  canft  not  fearch  out  and  com- 
prehend his  ways,  becauie  their .  ultimate  iffue  is 
veiled  in  obfcurity. 

Bear  thy  misfortunes  with  firmnefs ;  thus  far« 
ther  do  wiidom  and  reUgion  addrefs  the  unfortunate^ 
]^war^  of  employing  bafe,  nefarious  means,  means 
that  are  at  variance  with  the  will  of  God  and  with 
thy  duty,  for  liberating  thyfelf  from  thy  fuflFerings. 
Caft  not  the.  load  that  opprefles  thee,  infolently  and 
peeviibly  from  thee.  Bear  it  firmly,  untill  it  ihall 
pleafe  him  who  laid  it  on  thee,  to  free  thee  from  it. 
He  has  balanced  the  burden  and  the  (Irength  it  re- 
quires  with  the  nicefl:  predfion,  and  will  never  lay 
more  upon  thee  than  thou  art  able  to  bear.  Is  thy 
ftrength  exhaufted ;  be  fure  the  moment  of  help  and 
deliverance  is  nigh.  Never  then  defpair  of  thy  (Irength 
how  Umited  foever  it  be ;  he  who  gave  it  thee  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  increafe  it.  His  power,  which 
worketh  all  things  in  all,  is  mighty  in  the  weak, 
and  can  do  more,  and  very  often  does  far  more  than 
we  can  either  defhe  or  conceive.  Hold  out  there- 
foxe  undifmayed,  though  thy  fufferings  continue 
ever  fo  long,  and  fucceflive  misfortunes  threaten  thee 
with  deftruftion  and  ruin.  The  man,  the  chrifUan, 
contending  with  adverfity,  and  refolutely  maintain- 
ing the  conilid,  is  a  fight  on  which  the  ruler  of  the 

world 
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world  looks  down  vith  lingular  complacency,  and 
he  may  promife  himfelf  everything  from  the  fruit 
of  his  ftruggle  and  triumph* 

Unite  with  thy  fortitude,  thus  thirdly  do  wifdom 
and  rdigion  addrefs  the  unfortunate,  unite  with  thy 
fortitude  an  unfhaken   confidence  and  inviolable 
truft  in  God.    All  the  attributes  that  can  infjnre 
thee  with,  truft  and  affiance  eflentially,  unlimitedly 
belong  to  the  Supreme,  the  Infinite,  thy  creator  and 
£ither.    He  is  the  Omnifcient,  who  knows  exadly 
and  with  infallible  certainty,  all  thy  neceifides,  all 
thy  imperfections  and  afflifiions,  and  all  the  means 
and  methods  for  relieving  and  removing  them.    He 
18  the  Almighty  who  has  all  things  in  his  power ;  to 
whom  all  creatures,  all  accidents,  all  occurrences  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  are  fubjedl ;  without  whofe 
permifiion  no  misfortune  can  overtake  thee ;   at 
whofe  command  the  darknefs  gives  place  to  light, 
and  even  calamities  are  ihade  fubfervient  to  thy  be- 
nefit.    He  is  the  All-bountiful,  who  wills  and  pro- 
motes nothing  but  perfection  and  happinefs,  and 
wills  and  promotes  them  even  when  all  things  Teem 
combined  to  our  deftrudion.    Do  honour  to  him, 
the  Omnifcient,  the  Almighty,  the  All-bountiful,  by 
ezpeding  of  him  nought  but  good  and  conftantly 
the   befl.     Never  defpair  of  his  fuccour,  never 
doubt  that  he  will  grant  it  thee  at  the  proper  eft  time, 
in  the  fitteft  drcumftances,  in  the  way  beft  adapt- 
ed to  thy  real  happinefs ;  and  put  thy  truft  in  him, 
the  wife  and  gracious    ruler  of  the  world,   thy 
bountiful  and  loving  father,  fure  that  he  will  never 

forget 
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forget  theC)  never  forfake  or  negled  thee ;  but  will, 
fooner  or  later,  in  this  way  or  in  that,  infalliUy  lead 
thee  to  the  pitch  of  perfedion  of  which  thou  art 
capable. 

Look  therefore,  thus  laftly  do  wifdom  and  re- 
ligion addrefs  the  unfortunate,  look  to  the  glorious 
prize  that  is  fet  before  thee ;  look  to  the  future 
world  that  awaits  thee,  and  to  the  abundant  recom- 
penfe  and  rewards  that  thou  there  mayft  hope  for 
from  the  loving-kindnefles  of  God.     Whether  the 
way  that  leads  thee  to  this  pri^e  be  fomewhat  ob* 
fcure  or  bright,  fomewhat  toilfome  or  fomewhat  eafy 
to  purfue;   whether  thefe  few  days  and  years  of 
thy  firft  nurture  and  difcipline  have  caufed  thee 
more  forrows  or  more  joys  j  that  need  not,  this 
iurely  will  not  difturb  thee,  fo  thou  doll  but  attain 
that  glorious  prize,  fo  thou  art  formed  in  the  fchool 
of  this  life  to  wifdom  and  virtue,  and  thereby  ren- 
dered fit  for  the  better,  the  life  everlafting.     What 
are  all  the  afflidions  of  this  prefent  time,  compared 
to  the  glory  which  fhall  be  thy  portion  if  thou  haft 
borne  thofe  affliftions  as  a  chriflian,  and  ufed  them 
to  thy  improvement  ?     Yes,  my  dear  friends,  to  be- 
come  conftantly  better,  conflantly  more  perfeft,  by 
forrows  as  well  as  by  joys,  by  adverfity  as  well  as  by 
profperity,  at  this  let  us  all  unweariedly .ftrive,  fo 
will  none  of  us  mifs  of  his  aim,  fo  (hall  we  all  be 
ever  advancing  towards  it  on  every  road,  in  every 
ftiition,  and  hereafter  rejoice  in  all  the  good  and  all 
the  evil,  all  the  profperity  and  all  the  adverfity  by 
which  we  attained  it. 


SERMON    XLVIII. 


Why  there  is  not  more  Happlnefs*  among  us. 


y^^OD,  thou  haft  defigned  us  all  for  happinefs, 
made  us  all  fufceptible  of  it,  infpired  us  all 
with  the  moft  ardent  afpirations  after  it,  and  grant- 
ed us  the  moft  various,  moft  efficacious  means  for 
obtaining  it :  and  yet  we  are  not  all  happy,  and 
many  of  us  are  far  lefs  fo  than  they  might  be.  Lord, 
thou  art  righteous,  thou  art  eflential  benignity  and 
love ;  to  do  good  and  to  blefs  is  thy  fole,  thy  eter- 
nal occupation  ;  from  thee  continually  proceeds 
pure  bounty,  and  the  greateft  poflible  meafure  of 
good,  of  which  thy  creatures  at  every  time  and  in 
every  combination  of  things  are  capable.  No,  not 
of  thee,  the  All-gracious,  but  of  ourfelves,  of  oiu: 
thoughtleffnefs,  our  levity,  our  negligence,  our  indo- 
lence, fhould  we  complain,  if  we  recede  from  the 
golden  prize  of  happinefs,  or  but  very  imperfeS- 
ly  and  defeftively  enjoy  it.  Ah  but  too  often  do  we 
feek  it  where  it  is  not  to  be  found,  and  wafte  our 
noblefi  faculties  in  vain  and  fruitlefs  endeavours. 
But  too   often  do  we  ftiut  up  our  fenfes  and  our 

hearts  againft  the  beautiful  and  the  good  which 

thou 
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thou  oflFereft  to  our  enjoyment,  pafs  by  iwA  indif- 
ference  the  pureft,  richeft  fources  of  pleafure  and 
delight,  or  draw  fo  negligently  from  them,  that  we 
tafte  not  their  fweetnefs,  nor  experience  their  ani- 
mating and  vivifying  power.  But  too  feldom  do 
we  fubmit  to  be  guided  by  wifdom  and  virtue  and 
piety,  and  therefore  how  can  we  be  fafe  from  innu- 
merable miftakes,  from  dangerous  deviations  and 
tranfgreffions  ?  Ah  God,  teach  us  thyfelf  to  per- 
ceive our  failings  and  errors,  and  bring  us  back  from 
our  wanderings.  Grant  that  we  may  walk  with 
more  attention  and  care,  with  more  fure  and  firm 
fteps  on  the  path  of  happinefs,  and  let  our  way  b^ 
cheered  by  the  light  of  truth.  Blefs  even  now  our 
refle£kions  on  this  fubjeft.  Teach  us  more  clearly 
to  perceive,  what  we  fhould  avoid  and  do  in  order  to 
become  happy,  and  let  this  knowledge  be  a£tive  and 
lively  in  our  hearts.  We  befeech  thee  to  grant  our 
requefls,  in  the  name  of  our  lord  and  faviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  as  his  votaries  conclude  our  petitions^ 
laying  :  Our  father,  &c. 


LUKE  xii.  15. 

Take  heed  and  beware  of  covetoufnefs  ;  for  a  man's  life  coa- 
fifteth  not  in  the  abuodancc  of  the  things  which  he  pof- 
fclFcth. 

TTAPPINESS,  my  pious  hearers,  as  I  lately  ob« 

ferved,  and  as  every  one  of  us  experimentally 

knows,  without  my  information,  happinefs  is  the  ob- 

jea 
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jea  after  whkh  every  man  is  panting  and  flriving. 
Every  one  diftinguUhes  between  agreeable  and  dif- 
agreeable  ideas  and  feelings ;  feeks  to  excite  and 
cheri(h  the  former,  and  to  efface  and  to  obviate  as 
much  as  poffible  the  latter ;  dwells  with  pleafure  on 
the  former,  never  furrenders  himfelf  to  the  latter 
Vidthout  refiftance  and  conflif^ ;  and  is  ever  defirous 
that  the  former  ihould  greatly  overbalance  the  lat- 
ter. Every  man  is  therefore  capable  of  a  certain 
degree,  higher  or  lower,  of  happinefs ;  and  thefe 
degrees  are  as  various,  as  the  faculties,  the  temper, 
the  culture,  the  morals,  the  religion,  the  connexions 
and  (ituations  of  mankind.  They  differ  in  regard 
of  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  ^ood,  of  tafte  and 
choice,  as  widely  as  men  differ  from  one  another. 
We,  my  pious  hearers,  we,  as  men  and  as  chriftians, 
belong  to  the  clafs  of  rational  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  who  are  capable  of  a  higher,  of  an  eminently 
great  felicity.  We  have  attained  to  a  confiderable 
ftage  of  culture.  Our  intelleflual  faculties  are  fet 
in  greater  adion.  Our  underftanding  is  cultivated ; 
we  are  trained  to  refleflion.  We  know  and  pof- 
feis  many  fources  of  fatisfaflion  and  pleafure,  and 
of  the  nobleft  fatisfaftion  and  of  the  pureft  pleafure, 
which  are  hidden  and  unknown  to  very  many  per- 
£bns,  perhaps  to  the  greater  part  of  mankind.  The 
light  of  chriftianity  has  diminifhed  the  force  of  many 
hurtful  prejudices  and  errors  among  us,  called  our 
attention  to  many  important  objefls,  and  given  us 
jttfter  notions  and  greater  certainty  of  many  others. 

12  We 
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We  more  clearly  underftand  what  happinefs  is, 
and  on  what  way,  by  what  means  it  is  attsunable. . 
But  arc  we  in  faft  more  happy  than  others  ?  As 
happy  as  in  our  fituation,  by  our  abilities,  with  our 
affiftances,  we  might  be  ?  Is  the  degree  of  our 
happinefs  proportionate  to  the  degree  of  our  culture, 
of  our  knowledge,  and  the  favourable  circumftances 
in  which  we  live  ?  Could  the  former  be  judged  of 
from  the  latter  ?  Does  more  fatisfaftion  than  diffa- 
risfoftion,  mofc  joy  than  forrow  prevail  among  us  ^ 
Do  more  fongs  of  thankfgiving  and  praife,  afcend  to 
heaven  from  among  us,  than  fighs  and  complaints  ? 
Ah,  my  dear  friends,  every  day's  experience  I  fear 
would  contradi£t  us  were  we  to  aiTert  this  in  general 
to  be  the  cafe.  But  may  not  the  fault  of  this  defi- 
ciency  of  happinefs  lie  with  ourfelves  ?  Let  us  re- 
fleft  on  it,  my  pious  hearers.  Let  us  fearch  out  the 
caufes,  why  among  men,  fuch  as  we,  among  men  of 
our  kind  and  in  our  fituation,  not  more  true  hap- 
pinefs  is  to  be  found.  By  tracing  out  thefe  caufes, 
and  taking  them  for  what  they  are,  it  will  be  the 
eafier  for  us  to  furmount  or  to  obviate  the  obftacles 
to  our  happinefs.  Oh  may  my  prefent  difcoOrfe 
contribute  fomewhat  to  the  promotion  of  thfs  falu- 
tary  defign,  to  the  advancement  of  your  happinefs ! 
The  firft  caufe  why  not  more  happinefs  is  found 
among  us,  among  people  of  our  fort  and  in  our  fitu- 
ation, is  this :  We  do  not  cherifh  and  employ  the 
capacity  for  being  happy  with  fufficient  care.  And 
wherein  confifls  this  capacity ;  this  fufceptibility  for 
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iadsfadlion  and  pleafure  ?  By  what  means  is  it  to 
be  cherifbed  ?  It  confifts  in  this,  and  is  thus  che- 
riihed :  that  our  fenfes  and  our  heart  are  open  to 
whatever  of  beautiful  and  good  is  to  be  found  in  the 
World  and  among  mankind  and  in  our  peculiar  (itua- 
tion  ;  that  we  are  attentive  to  it ;  that  we  eagerly 
fearch  for  it  everywhere,  willingly  contemplate  it, 
dwell  longer  and  rather  upon  it,  than  9pon  its  oppo- 
fite.  It  conflfts  in  this,  and  is  cheriflied  thus ;  this 
capacity  for  being  happy :  that  we  do  not  harden 
ourfelves  againft  the  impreflions  which  the  beautiful 
and  good  make  upon  us,  by  a  life  of  too  much  difTi- 
pation,  or  by  inattention  and  levity ;  that  we  excite 
asQd  nouriih  the  natural  and  moral  feelings  by  the 
propereft  means,  refine  and  dignify  our  taftc,  exer- 
cife  ourfelves  in  refleftions  on  whatever  we  fee  and 
experience,  and  thereby  form  ever  clearer  and  jufter 
conceptions  of  the  nature  and  quality  ofobjeds,  of 
their  defignations,  their  appointnient,  their  relations 
and  connections.  This  point  once  gained ;  the 
man  mud  have  a  tranquil  heart,  free  from  all  inor- 
dinate, violent  paflions  :  he  muft  have  his  attention 
under  command ;  .he  muil  readily  and  frequently 
eniploy  himlelf  in  the  contemplation  of  nature,  in 
the  confideration  of  its  numberlefs  beauties  and 
goods }  mtift  feek  his  pleafure  in  the  filent  enjoyment 
of  them ;  and  folitary  meditation  and  converfe  >\'ith 
wife,  fentimental  perfons  muft  be  his  darling  recrea- 
tion. If  therefore,  my  pious  hearers,  you  hurry 
along  the  path  of  life,  as  it  were  with  your  oyes 
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fliut  and  vfith  unfeeling  hardened  hearts,  amidft  all 
the  beauties  and  bleflings  that  furround  you  ;  or»  if 
Ihackled  by  fome  paflion,  you  direft  your  whole  at* 
tention  folely  to  the  gratifying  of  it,  and  to  all  elfe 
be  indifferent  and  infenftble  ;  if,  driven  to' and  fro^ 
either  by  a  multiplicity  of  affairs  or  by  an  eadleis 
round  of.  diverfions,  ye  never  addid  yourfelves  to 
thought,  never  to  filence  and  repofe ;  if  ye  view  all 
things  only  on  the  fur£itce,  judge  of  them  only  by  their 
outward  form,  and  learn  to  know  nothing  juftly  by 
continued  refle£tion  upon  it :  then  the  capacity  and 
the  difpofition  for  happinefs  which  is  proper  to  you. 
by  nature,  remains  within  you  for  the  moft  part  un- 
developed and  UHufed,  and  it  is  your  own  £aLuIt  if 
you  be  lefs  happy  than,  from  your  &culties  and  i^ 
your  fituation,  you  might  be.  Ufe,  exerdfie  thefe 
powers,  profit  by  this  fituation,  give  your  attention 
its  due  dire£Uon,  yield  your  mind  and  your  heart  to 
every  impref&on  of  the  beautiful  and  good,  and  learn 
to  know  and  feel  the  worth  of  it  by  refledion.  Hap- 
pinefs, my  pious  hearers,  will  not  obfequioufly  ob^^ 
trude  itfelf  upon  us,  come  without  folidtation  on  our 
part;  it  mud  be  fought  for  and  acquired  by  attention, 
by  ferioufhefs,  frequently  by  exertion,  always  by- 
the  diligent  ufe  of  all  conducive  means. 

Another  caufe,  intimately  conne£ted  with  die  fore^ 
going,  why  not  more  happinefs  is  found  among  us,  vL 
this :  we  have,  we  poffefs,  we  experience,  we  enjoy  w 
great  deal  of  good  without  confdoufhefs,  without  con^ 
^deration,  and  therefore  alfo  without  reiiih  and  ^^itk* 

out 


MORE  KAPpiNfiSS  AMOKQ  US.  305 

out  pleafure.  Sometimes  it  is  long  pofleflion  and  habi( 
that  deprives  the  good  of  its  charms  and  its  wortl^ 
in  our  eyes ;  fometimes  it  is  the  reftlefs  endeavour 
after  fome  other  precarious,  and  perhaps  very  de« 
ceitful,  or  however  fome  very  unneceflary  good,  that 
mS^es  us  infenfible  towards  every  other ;  fometime$ 
it  is  jnattention  and  levity,  which  allow  us  to  ob- 
serve nothing,  to  flop  ;^t  nothing,  to  taf-ry  at  nothing, 
but  caufe  all  things  to  pafs  by  us  like  fleeting  fhar 
dows  and  viiionary  form$.  But  how  tinjuftly  do  we 
a^  in  this  refpeft  againft  divine  providence,  and  how 
inimically  towards  purfelves  !  What  day,  what 
hour  of  our  lives  is  not  marked  by  various  inftance^ 
of  providential  c^re  and  kindnefs  ?  What  benefits, 
what  comforts,  wliat  ^commodations,  wh^t  f^dvan« 
Cages,  for  our  body  and  our  mind,  do  we  pot  daily  and 
hourly  enjoy  ?  Or,  is  the  fentiment  of  our  life, 
the  fentiment  of  our  faculties  and  our  health ;  is 
the  manifold,  profitable  ufe  we  make  and  may 
make  of  them }  is  the  fatisfying  of  our  various  ur- 
gent wants ;  is  the  idea  of  our  fuperior  nature  and 
defUnation,  the  idea  of  pur  immortality,  the  eleva* 
tion  of  our  mind  to  God,  and  the  profpeft  into  a 
better  world  to  come :  are  not  all  thefe  fuch  goods  a$ 
may  daily  exhilarate  and  blefs  us  in  the  enjoyment 
of  ?  And  how  much  beautiful  and  good  may  we  not . 
fjaily  fee  and  experience  in  nature  and  in  Ibcial  life  ? 
If  we  now  carefully  obferved  all  this,  if  we  engoyed 
all  this  with  confcioufaefs  and  confideration ;  if  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it  we  raifed  ourfelves  to  the  firfl, 
VOL.  II.  X  eternal 
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eternal  fource  of  the  beautiful  and  good,  and  thence 
drew  conclufions  of  our  connedion  with  it  and  of 
bur  future  expeftations:  how  much  fhould  we  there- 
by  increafe  the  fum  of  our  agreeable  ideas  and  fen* 
fations,  the  fum  of  our  happinefs !  What  a  great 
preponderancy  would  the  good  have  over  the  bad, 
even  by  our  own  judgment  and  by  our  own  fenfa« 
tion!  With  how  many  advantages  and  benefits, 
with  what  variety  of  delight  would  not  every  greater 
and  fmaller  fe£Hon  of  our  lives  be  marked  in  our  own 
eyes!  Would  ye  theh  augment  your  happinefs,  my 
dear  friends;  reprefent  to  yourfelves  frequently  at  your 
uprifmg,  frequently  at  your  downlying,  frequently 
in  the  hours  of  filent  meditation,  all  the  beautiful 
and  good  that  furrounds  you,  and  that  you  your- 
felves have  and  poflefs,  or  may  do  and  enjoy  ;  all 
the  energies  and  endowments  of  your  mind  and 
your  body,  all  the  means  of  illumination,  of  im- 
provement, of  pleafure,  all  the  comforts  of  do- 
meflic  and  of  focial  life,  all  that  ye  now  are,  and 
that  ye  may  hope  to  become  hereafter.  Then  reck- 
on up  the  whole  amount  of  your  true  riches,  and  then 
ufe  and  enjoy  them  as  reafonable  creatures,  with  clear 
confdoufnefs  and  grateful  fentiment  of  their  worth. 

A  third  caufe,  my  pious  hearers,  why  not  more 
happinefs  is  found  among  us :  is,  we  require,  we  ex- 
ped  but  too  often  impoffible,  incompatible  things, 
and  hold  them  for  necef&ry ,  clTential  parts  of  our 
happinefs.  Vain  defires  and  deceitful  expedations 
always  make  us  more  or  lefs  miferable,  and  not  un- 
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freqiiehtly  deprive  even  the  good  that  neither  be- 
guiles our  defires  nor  our  expedations,  of  its  whole 
value  in  our  eyes.  If  therefore,  my  pious  hearers,  as 
men,  ye  have  a  human,  that  is,  an  earthly,  frail, 
deftrudible  body,  and  yet  would  experience  no  dif- 
agreeable  impreffions  from  outward  things,  and  yet 
would  remain  free  from  all  infirmities,  from  all 
pains  and  fickneffes ;  if  ye  be  conne&ed  with  frail, 
mortal  men,  and  love  frail,  mortal  men,  and  yet 
would  never  lofe,  and  never  be  parted  fix>m  them  j 
if  ye  lead  a  focial  life,  and  enjoy  the  various  com- 
forts and  advantages  of  it,  and  yet  for  its  lake  would 
bear  nothing,  fufFer  nothing,  forego  nothing,  do 
nothing ;  if,  as  men,  ye  have  limited  powers,  and 
yet  require^  that  they  ihould  never  be  relaxed  or 
cxhaufted  by  labour  and  exotion  ;  if,  as  citizens  of 
the  world,  as  links  of  the  infinite  chain  of  things,  ye 
can  occupy  but  a  certain  place  among  mankind,  can 
be  only  in  a  particular  and  determinate  fituation,  and 
yet  Complain  of  the  limitations  and  difficulties  necef- 
farily  conneded  with  it,  as  of  real  evils,  and  yet 
covet  at  once  the  advantages  and  accommodations 
of  other  places  and  (ituations ;  if  ye  now  live  in  a 
itate  of  education,  exercife,  and  preparation,  and 
yet  fhun  whatever  is  laborious  and  requires  exertion, 
and  yet  would  reap  before  ye  have  fown :  then  in- 
deed your  wifhes  cannot  be  fatisfied,  your  expecta- 
tions cannot  be  fulfilled,  then  mufl  ye  indeed  mifs 
the  objeft  after  which '  ye  are  ftriving,  becaufe  it 
belongs  not  to  the  adual  world,  but  is  merely  an 
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illufion  of  your  fanqr*  No,  would  ye  be  happy; 
require  no  other  goods,  no  other  fatisfadions  and 
pleafurcs,  than  are  fuitable  to  you,  in  your  place^ 
in  your  conne£tions,  in  your  prefent  ftate ;  require 
neither  the  happinefs  of  inferior  nor  the  happinefe 
of  fuperior  creatures,  neither  the  grofs,  fenfual 
pleafure  of  the  brutes,  nor  the  purer,  fpiritual  en- 
joyment of  angels,  neither  unmingled  and  uninter- 
rupted, Dor  pure  extatic  joys.  To  moderate  and  to 
controul  our  defires,  and  to  require  and  to  exped  no- 
thing ih^t  is  inconfiftent  withthe  nature  of  things  and 
with  our  ftate  of  being,  is  the  dired  road  to  happinefs. 
A  fourth  caufe,  why  not  more  happinefs  is  found 
among  us  is  this :  we  mifunderftand  many  kinds  of 
happinefs  and  many  of  the  means  of  being  fo,  and  do 
not  fuffici^tly  prize  and  leek  others.  Every  one 
wKhes  to  be  happy,  and  every  one  looks  put  for 
fome  mtons  of  becoming  fo.  Who  holds  not  health, 
ftrength  of  body,  fuccefs  in  his  affairs,  a  good  re- 
putation, a  fuffident  income,  an  unfolicitous,  con- 
venient life,  fortunate  connections  with  his  fellow- 
creatures,  who  holds  not  riches,  reipedl  and  ho- 
nour, for  defirable  goods  ?  Who  drives  not  after 
them,  more  or  lefs,  as  means  to  happinefs  ?  But 
how  many  other  fources  of  it  do  we  not  heedlefsly 
pafs  by,  efteem  them  not  for  what  they  are,  or  draw 
far  lefs  fatisfaftion  and  pleafure  from  them,  than 
might  be  drawn !  The  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
of  nature,  the  participation  in  whatever  is  beautiful 
and  good  in  the  world  and  is  and  happens  among 
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manlund ;  the  confcioiifneis  of  having  a&ed  right 
and  weir ;  tjtie  ibntiment  of  real  progrefs  on  the 
way  of  improvement  and  of  perfe£iion  ;  meditatioa 
on  important  objeds ;  the  extenfion  and  re6lification 
of  our  knowledge  and  perceptions ;  the  comforts  of 
domefHc  life  ;  iUent  converle  with  onefelf  and  with 
z  few  honed  and  intelligent  friends }  the  pleafures  of 
beneficence ;  the  joys  of  piety :  what  rich  inexhauf- 
tiUe  fources  of  happinefs  are  thefe  for  fuch  as  un- 
derftand  them  and  know  how  to  ufe  them !  Whajt 
pure  fatis&iSion,  what  red,  lading  pleafure  does  not 
the  iage  and  the  chriftian  draw  from  them !  How 
much  more  fatisfaSaon,  how  much  more  pleafure 
than  aU  others  are  able  to  procure  him !  Do  you 
alfo  underiiand,  do  you  revere,  do  you  ufe  thefe 
fources  of  iiappinefs,  my  dear  friends  ?  Do  you 
give  them  the  preference  to  all  others  ?  Do  you 
tarry  with  them  rather  and  longer  than  with  others  ? 
Is  their  reftorsitive,  their  invigorating  e^cacy  known  - 
to  you  from  ei^rience  ?  Alas,  if  ye  thoughtlefsly 
^nd  wantonly  j^al^  them  by }  if  ye  hold  them  to  be 
rather  iburces  of  irkfomenefs  and  difguft  than  of 
iatisfaftion  and  pleafure ;  or  if  ye  think,  that,  fo 
.long  as  ye  are  fsivoured  by  youth  and  fortune,  ye 
.may  dilpenfe  with  them  without  prejudice  :  then 
indeed  ye  cannot  be  happy,  or  can  be  fo  only  in  a 
.vexy  inferior  degree.  No,  that  your  complaints,  o 
mex^  o  chxiftians^  that  your  fad  complaints  of  the 
want  of  happinefs  may  ceafe  to  be  as  unjuft  as  they 
.are  criminal  i  ufe  at  leaft  all  the  fources  of  fads&c- 
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tion  which  nature  and  religion  open  to  you,  and 
ufe  them  with  that  attention,  with  that  care,  with 
that  unremitted  induftry,  which  the  greatnefs  of  their 
value  deferves.  How  foon  would  then  the  genera- 
lity of  your  complaints  be  filenced !  How  much 
more  rich  in  means  would  you  find  yourfelves  than 
you  ever  thought !  And  how  much  happier  would 
you  aAually  be  than  you  are  at  prefent ! 

A  fifth  caufe  of  the  deficiency  in  happihefs  is  this : 
We  feek  it  more  without  us  than  witlun  us,  more 
in  what  we  have  than  in  what  we  are ;  more  in  what 
we  perform  and  bring  to  effed  than  in  what  we  do  ; 
more  in  what  others  think  and  believe  of  us  than  in 
what  we  really  are.  —  This  is  not  the  way  to  hap- 
pinefs  ;  at  leaft  it  leads  but  rarely,  but  accidentally, 
only  by  various  turns  and  windings  to  the  poffeffion 
and  enjoyment  of  it.  That  which  we  have  and  pot 
fefs,  belongs  not  at  all  to  ourfelves,  is  extremely 
fleeting  and  unliable,  and  juil  as  unftable  and  fleeting 
is  the  fatisfa£Hon  that  is  built  upon  it.  Only  that 
which  we  are  is  really  ours,  belongs  eflentially  to 
felf,  and  if  we  have  caufe  to  be  fatisfied  with  it  then 
is  our  fatisfadion  built  on  a  foh'd  foundation.  That 
which  we  perform  and  bring  to  effeft  with  our  abili- 
ties, frequently  depends  more  on  favourable  circum- 
ftances  than  on  our  ingenuity  and  on  our  merit ;  and 
rarely  fliould  we  be  entirely  latisfied  with  what  we 
have  done,  with  the  employment  of  our  powers,  if 
we  were  to  judge  of  them  folely  by  the  cflPeas :  but 
never  fliould  we  hold  them  for  loft,  or  employed 
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in  vain  if  we  fought  more  to  make  the  bed  ufe  of  them, 
and  thereby  to  exercife  and  ftrengthen  them,  than 
to  perform  great  matters  with  them.  LafUy,  the 
opinions  of  mankind  are  as  changeable  as  themfelves, 
and  he  that  builds  the  ftru£lure  of  his  happinefs  upon 
them,  builds  it  on  a  quickfand.  Only  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  our  increafmg  intrinfic  perfedHon  and 
the  approbation  of  our  own  heart,  are  la(Ung  goods 
are  never-failing  fources  of  calm  delight.  Would 
ye  then  be  happy,  my  dear  friends ;  you  muft  feek 
your  happinefs  more  within  than  without  you.  Be 
and  become  all  that,  on  the  prefent  flage  of  your 
exiftence,  in  your  prefent  connedion  with  the  whole, 
you  may  be  and  become  ;  be  and  become  as  intelli- 
gent, as  wife,  as  good,  as  virtuous;  learn  to  acquire  as 
complete  a  command  over  yourfelf,  and  to  employ 
and  to  apply  your  abilities  in  as  rational  and  ufeful  a 
manner .;  learn  as  cordially  to  love  both  God  and 
man,  and  to  fulfil  what  ye  hold  to  be  your  duty  as 
willingly  and  punctually ;  learn  as  unremittingly  to 
flrive  after  higher  attainments  in  wifdom  and  per« 
fe£tion,  and  to  render  yourfelves  as  capable  of  the 
enjoyment  of  purer  delights,  as  it  is  poflible  for  men 
and  chriflians  in  the  prefent  flate  to  do :  fo  will  your 
happinefs  reft  on  a  folid  foundation.  Ye  will  be  fa^ 
tisfied  with  yourfelf  and  with  your  condition,  be^ 
caufe  ye  will  be  and  do  that  which,  by  means  of 
your  nature  and  yoiu:  connexions  and  according  to 
the  will  of  God,  you  are  defigned  to  be  and  to  do ; 
smd  becaufe  it  is  conformable  to  your  condition,  your 
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^efent  and  future  appoiiitment,  and  renders  yoa 
fit  for  a  better^  a  fuperior  (late,  in  which  ye  may  ex- 
pe6t  the  richeft  amends  for  every  lofe  ye  have  fttf- 
iaihed,  and  the  moil  glorious  fruits  of  your  labour 
Imd  pains. 

A  fixth  caufe  why  not  more  happinefs  is  found 
among  us^  is :  becaufe  misfortune  and  unhappinefs 
are  fo  often  confounded  together  in  words  and  ezpref- 
lions,  and  the  difference  between  them  is  feidom  re» 
marked  with  fufficient  precifion.  Undoubtedly  there 
fs  and  happens  much  misfortune  in  the  world ;  but 
air  misfortune  does  not  increafe  the  fum  of  unhappi- 
nefs or  of  mifery.    Mudh  misfortune  may  befall  us, 
t¥ie  may  meet  with  many  adverfe  accidents  and  oc- 
currences, without  being  thereby  unhappy  or  infe- 
rable.   The  former,  misfortune,  is  without  us : '  the 
latter,  unhappinefs,  or  mifery  is  within  us.    The 
former  has  not  always,  not  neceflarily,  the  Is^er 
for  its  confequence.    Happinefs,  that  is  founded 
merely  on  profperity,  on  outward  well-being,  va^ 
nifhes  indeed  immediately  with  it.     But  happinefs 
that  reds  principally  on  wifdom  and  virtue  and 
piety,  oh  intrinfic  goodnefs  and  perfedion,  may  in- 
deed be  fhaken  by  adverfe  events,  but  cannot  be 
deftroyed.     Do  we  lofe  outward  goods  and  advan- 
tages, friends  and  favourites,  health  and  abilities ; 
do    our  undertakings  mifcarry;   are  our  defigris 
fruftrated ;  do  difappointmfents  attend  our  expeda^ 
tSons :  we  certainly  are  not  fortunate,  midbrtune 
befklls  us.    But,  if  we  hold  thefe  matters  for  what 
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they  are ;  if  we  confider  them  in  thdr  connexion 
vdth  the  will  of  Ood  and  with  the  laws  of  order  $  if 
we  connad:  the  prefent  with  the  pad  and  with  the  fu« 
ture ;  if  we  have  conftantly  in  view  the  whole  of 
our  conditioQn^  the  whole  of  our  ^efignation,  and 
judge  partially  neither  of  the  one  nor  the  other  j  if 
bftly  we  regard  and  ufe  all  as  means  to  our  im- 
.provement  and  completion:  fo  fhall  we^  even  when  we 
meet  with  misfortune,  not  ceafe  to  be  happy.  We 
iliall  not  fail  of  perceiving  the  great  good,  the  d"* 
fential  good  that  ftitl  remains  to  us,  we  fhall  feel  in 
a  lively  manner  the  great  preponderance  of  it  to 
the  evil,  and  be  fatisfied  in  the  grateful  enjoyment  of 
it.  » Hold  not  therefore  every  misfortune  for  unhap« 
pinefs  ;  complain  not  of  a  deficiency  in  happineft 
immediately  on  undergoing  a  deficiency  in  the  goods 
of  fortune  ;  by  no  means  rank  every  unfortunate 
perfon  in  the  clafs  of  the  unhappy ;  accurately  dif- 
criminate  between  them  in  your  own  condition,  and 
in  the  condition  of  mankind  in  general,  if  ye  would 
avoid  committing  the  mofl  pernicious  errors  in  this 
moral  flatement. 

To  conclude  \  the  lafl  caufe,-  my  pipus  hearers, 
why  not  fo  much  happinefs  is  to  be  found  among  us, 
as  might  be,  is  this :  we  judge  of  mofl  matters  too 
Ipaitially ;  throw  every  thing,  as  it  were,  out  of  the 
combination  in  which  it  flands,  and  whereby  it  is 
'that  which  it  is ;  and  thus  deprive  many  goods  of 
thdr^greatefl  value,  and  many  ev^s  of  the  utility 
imd  Ae  confequences  whereby  they  ceafe  to  be  evii 
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We  confider,  we  enjoy,  we  ufe  the  things  of  this 
world  not  fufEciently  in  their  connection  with  the 
whole,   in  their  connexion  with  the  will  and  the 
views  of  the  creator,  in  their  connedion  with  the 
nature  and  deftination  of  nian,  in  their  connedioa 
with  the  all-unfolding  and  all-completing  futurity. 
We  judge  of  the  whole  immenfe  fabric,  by  fmali 
diftinA  fragments  of  the  whole  of  the  infinitely  ex- 
trading  chain  of  human  events  and  fortunes,  by  the 
firft  link  of  it  alone.  Whereas,  did  we  but  accuftom 
ourfelves  to  fee  farther  and  to  contemplate  farther  ; 
to  feparate  nothing  that  belongs  to  fomething  elfe ; 
to  force  nothing  out  of  its  natural  combination ;  and 
to  confider  everything,  as  much  as  poffible,  in  its 
varied  connexion,  according  to  its  different  relations 
and  effeds  and  confequences  :  how  many  obje£U 
would  then  aflume  a  totally  different  afpeft,   how 
rnany  fad  and  difmal  appearances  would  then  put  on 
a  brighter  Ibrm,  how  many  agreeable  circumfian- 
ces  wear  a  flill  more  agreeable  complexion  !     How 
many  difquieting  doubts,   how  much  forrow  and 
trouble  would  then  be  quite  removed !     How  very 
much  would  the  amount  of  our  agreeable  ideas  and 
fenfations,  the  fum  total  of  our  happinefs  be  aug- 
mented ! 

Ye  know  now,  my  pious  hearers,  the  principal 
caufes  that  diminifh  and  confume  your  happinefs. 
Let  it  be  your  care  to  remove  them,  and  to  avoid 
their  baleful  influence.  Improve  therefore  —  that 
I  may  comprife  all  that  has  been  faid  in  few  words 
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•—  Improve  therefore  carefully  your  capacity  for  be- 
ing happy :  enjoy  all  the  good  that  ye  have,   and 
that  befalls  you,  with  more  confcioufnefs  and  confi- 
deration  :  require  and  expeft  not  things  impoflible 
and  incompatible:  heedlefsly  pafs  by  no  fpurce  of  true 
fatisfa£Uon  and  of  pure  pleafure,  but  draw  from 
them  all :  feek  for  happinefs  more  within  you  than 
without  you  :  diftinguifh  carefully  between  adverfi- 
ty  and  unhappinefs ;  and  judge  of  particulars  in  their 
connexion  with  the  whole,  the  evil  in  its  conne£Hon 
with  the  good,  the  prefent  in  its  connedion  with 
the  future.     So  will  you  infallibly  not  ftrive  in  vain 
after  happinefs,  but  perpetually  be  advancing  from 
one  degree  of  it  to  another. 
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Caufes  of  the  Failure  of  Happinefs  among  Mankind. 


f^ODy  thou  haft  formed  all  thy  q-eatures  for 
V^  happinefs,  and  leaveft  none  of  them  deficient 
hi  the  neceflary  means  of  attaining  the  proper  end 
of  their  being.     Sooner  or  later,  in  this  way  or  in 
that,  thou  wilt  condud  them  all  to  their  objed,  and 
glorify  thyfelf  in  all  as  the  God  of  love.    To  us, 
whom  thou  haft  favoured,  both  as  men  and  aschrit 
tians,  with  fo  many  advantages,  to  us  thou  haft 
greatly  facilitated  and  fmoothed  the  path  to  happi- 
nefs, and  rendered  us  thereby  capable  of  a  much 
fuperior  degree  of  it.     The  more  we  underfland  of 
thee,  our  father,  and  thy  gracious  difpofitions  to« 
wards  us ;  the  more  we  are  acquainted  with  our 
nature  and  our  deftination :  the  more  contented  and 
happy  might  and  ought  we  to  be  even  in  the  prefent 
life.     And  if  we  are  not  fo,  if  we  complain  of  a 
want  of  happinefs,  it  is  certainly  our  own  fault.  In- 
ftead  of  fearching  for  truth,  and  following  her  fafe 
and  fteady  light,  we  allow  ourfelves  to  be  deceived  by 
prejudices,  dazzled  by  errors,  and  purfue  a  variety 
of  deceitful  and  fugacious  fantoms,  glittering  before 
vs  like  the  falfe  fires  which  embarrafs  the  benighted 

traveU 


CAUSES  OF  THE  FAILURE  OF  HAPPINESS,  &C.    317 

traveller ;  ftill  we  advance,  and  flill  the  meteor  flies  ; 
in  vain  we  double  our  fpeed,  and  reach  after  what 
is  not ;  the  gay  delufion  (till  mocks  our  toil  atid 
eludes  our  grafp ;  yet  we  ftlll  purfue.  At  laft,  hav- 
ing fufEciently  fported  with  our  credulity,  it  vaniihes 
at  once,  and  leaves  us  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice* 
We  form  wrong  conceptions  of  thee  and  of  our- 
felves,  .of  our  prefent  and  future  deflination :  and 
how  then  can  we  fail  of  being  difcontented  and 
wretched !  Do  thou,  almighty  parent,  lead  us  back 
from  our  deviations,  by  caufing  the  light  of  truth  to 
illuminate  us  with  a  brighter  beam,  and  to  lead  us  oa 
a  fafer  path.  Graiit,  that  we  may  continually  ad- 
vance in  the  knowledge  of  thee  and  of  ourfelves^ 
and  more  and  more  willingly  and  faithfully  live  up 
to  that  knowledge*  Blefs  to  this  end  the  conii- 
derations  in  which  we  are  now  to  engage.  Let  them 
render  us  thoroughly  attentive  to  the  caufes  of  our 
deficiency  in  happinefs,  and  continually  more  care* 
fill  to  avoid  and  remove  them.  In  filial  confidence 
we  afk  this  of  thee  as  the  votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus, 
and  trufting  in  his  promifes  we  farther  addriefs  thee : 
Our  father,  &c. 

PROV.  iii.  21. 

My  fon»  let  not  them  depart  from  thine  eyes :  keep  found  wif- 

dom  and  difcretioo. 

PXPERIENCE  but  too  well  informs  us,  that 

numbers  of  people  are  far  lefs  happy,  than, 

according  to  their  natural  difppfitions  and  capacities^ 

they 
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they  might  be.  How  were  it  otherwife  poflible  that 
almoft  all  men  fhould  be  more  panting  and  ftriving 
after  happinefs,  than  rejoicing  in  the  pofleiQon  of 
it  ?  Whichever  way  we  turn  our  eyes  we  fee  hope, 
expectation,  ardent  defire ;  but  fcarcely  anywhere 
fedate  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful  and 
good.  And  yet  of  what  diverfified,  pure,  exalted 
pleafure,  congenial  and  fatisfaCbory  to  the  mind  and 
heart,  is  man  fufceptible !  What  delights  are  of- 
fered him  by  nature  and  religion,  by  the  fenfes  and 
the  underftahding,  the  vifible  and  the  invifible,  the 
prefent  and  the  future  world !  To  what  height  of 
perfe£Uon  may  he  not  in  his  quality  both  of  man  and 
of  chriftian,  attain !  How  wife  and  how  virtuous 
may  he  not  become,  and  what  fources  of  fatisfadion 
open  to  himfelf  thereby !  But  how  feldom  does  he 
enjoy  that. pleafure !  How  rarely  attain  to  thi6  per« 
fe&ion !  What  is  more  common  among  mankind 
than  difcontent,  than  bitter  complaints  of  the  want 
of  happinefs !  And  how  much  real  mifery  is  feen 
among  them !  How  comparatively  fmall  is  the  num- 
ber of  the  happy,  to  that  of  thofe  who  are  not  fo,  or 
who  account  themfelves  unhappy  !  All  this  is  mat- 
ter of  experience,  and  therefore  needs  no  farther 
proof.  But  what  now  may  be  the  reafon  of  thefe 
melancholy  appearances  ?  Let  us  once  for  all,  my 
pious  hearers,  circumftantially  inveftigate  the  fub- 
jedt.  Let  us  fearch  out  the  caufes  why  fo  many 
perfons  are  lefs  happy,  than,  according  to  their  natu- 
ral difpofitions  and  capacities,  they  might  be.     The 

detedion 
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detection  of  thefe  caufes  will  perhaps  render  us 
more  circumfped^  and  therefore  more  fufceptible  of 
happinefs. 

Let  not  wifdom  and  difcretion  depart  from  thine 
eyes,  fays  our  text,  and  it  follows  in  the  original :  fo 
fhalt  thou  be  happy.  Deficiency  in  wifdom  is  there- 
fore the  principal  reafon  of  the  deficiency  in  happi- 
nefs.  And  fo  it  is,  my  pious  hearers  ;  if  we  form 
wrong  notions  of  the  mod  important  objefts,  and 
do  not  behave  towards  thefe  objefts  agreeably  to 
their  real  nature  and  quality,  we  cannot  poffibly  be 
happy.  Let  us  enter  more  deeply  into  particulars. 
Falfe  notions  of  the  deity ;  falfe  notions  of  man  and 
his  appointment ;  falfe  notions  of  the  worth  of  out- 
ward things :  are  three  no  lefs  common  than  fenile 
fources  of  the  deficiency  of  happinefs  among  man- 
kind. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  falfe  notions  of  the  deity 
are  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  deficiency  of 
happinefs  among  mankind.  The  idea  of  a  God,  of 
a  fupreme,  all-governing,  all-ruling  fpirit  is  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  to  our  happinefs.  All  our  feelingvS 
and  conceptions  oblige  us  to  recur  to  this  idea,  and 
without  it  we  are  unable  to  explain  anything  fatif- 
fadorily,  to  find  any  ftay  for  our  afFeftions,  any 
tranquillity  and  confolation  for  our  heart.  But  how 
different  muft  the  influence  of  this  idea  be  upon  our 
happinefs,  according  as  it  is  diflferently  raifed,  ac- 
cording as  it  is  agreeable  to  truth,  or  repugnant  to 
it !   And  how  rare  are  juft  conceptions  of  the  deity, 

not- 
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notwithftanding  all  the  information  impaitec}  to  us  on 
that  head  by  nature  and  experience,  by  reafon  and 
fcripture !  Indeed,  if  thou  reprefent  to  thyfelf,  my 
chriiUan  brother,  God,  as  a  man,  who  ^is  exalted 
above  us  merely  by  power  and  authority  ;  if  thou 
afcribe  to  him  human  weaknefles  and  paf&ons ;  if 
thou  take  him  for  an  auftere  mailer  and  judge, 
prompt  to  take  umbrage,  to  be  oflFended  and  in* 
cenfed,  but  difficult  to  be  appeafed  and  pacified,  for 
an  jurbitrary  being,  judging  and  a£Ung,  not  by  fixt 
principles,  not  by  immutable  laws,  but  by  mere 
caprice  and  accidental  impulfe ;  if  thou  fee  thy  def- 
potic  fovereign  arrayed  in  all  his  terrors,  raging  and 
punifliing  and  hurling  his  vindi£tiye  bolts  in  every 
unufual  appearance  of  nature,  in  every  misfortime 
that  alights  on  thee  or  others ;  if  thou  believe  that 
he  prefcribed  us  laws,  and  obliged  us  to  his  worlhip 
and  to  his  fervice  on  his  own  account ;  if  thou  ima^ 
gine,  that,  like  men,  and  as  if  aduated  by  their  hur 
mours,  he  is  captious  about  his  honour,  and  leaves 
no  fault,  no  trefpals  that  we  commit  againft  him, 
unrevenged  ;  if  thou  thus  think  of  God  :  then  in* 
deed  this  fentiment  cannot  advance,  cannot  confirm 
thy  happinefs,  it  muft  rather  very  often  fhake  the 
fabric  of  it  to  the  very  foundation,  and  keep  it  al- 
ways in  a  tottering  (late.  Fear  and  hope,  terror  aivd 
prefumption  muft  ever  alternately  have  pofleffion 
of  thee.  And  how  can  lafting  tranquillity  then 
abide  in  thy  breaft  ?  How  canft  thou  love  fuch  a 
God  with  filial  afie£i!ion  ?    How  heartily  rejoice  in 

his 
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his  e^ence^  and  in  all  that  he  difpofes  and  does  ? 
How  entirely  rely  upon  him,  and  place  thy  complete 
and  unihaken  confidence  in  him  ? 

No,  in  order  that  the  fentiment  of  deity  may  have 
thefe  effeds  upon  thee.;  may  eftablifh  thy  happine&y 
and  preferve  the  itrufture  qf  it  from  demolition  or 
decay;  that  this  fentiment  may  be  ever  welcome 
and  defirable  to  thee,  that  whenever  it  prefents  it- 
felf  to  thy  mind,  it  may  diffufe  light  smd  ferenity 
and  content  throughout  thy  foul ;  that  it  may  alle- 
viate thy  afHidions,  fweeten  thy  pleafur^,  refine 
thy  (atisfadions,  and  open  to  thee  iburces  pf  yet 
purer,  yet  fuperior  joys :  thou  muft  form  to  ^hyfi^lf 
jufter  and  more  confolatory  notions  of  the  deity. 
Thou  muft  learn  to  know  and  to  revere  thy  God  as 
the  father  of  thee  and  of  all  mai^kind,  as  the  wifeft, 
the  moil  kind  and  gracious  parent,  who  knows  and 
loves  thee  and  all  his  children  on  earth,  provides  for 
them  all,  and  intends  and  promotes  the  happinefs  of 
all ;  as  a  father  who  never  ceafes  to  be  tenderly  in- 
clined towards  us,  whether  he  chaften  or  reward  us, 
whether  he  difpenfe  to  us  profperity  or  adverfily, 
life  or  death ;  as  a  father,  whofe  ordinances  and 
ftatutes,  whofe  difpenfations  and  corredions,  whqfe 
laws  and  commandments  have  nothing  in  view  but 
the  wel&re  of  his  children,  and  the  bed  that  is  pof- 
fible  in  every  particular  inflance.  Thou  muft  learn 
to  revere  God  as  a  being  who  is  by  no  means  in 
need  of  our  fervices,  whofe  perfe^on  our  behaviour 
can  neither  increafe  nor  diminiih,  who  on  our  ac- 

VOL,  II.  Y  count 
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count  alone  requires  to  be  loved,  honoured,  and 
feared  by  us,  and  who  finds  his  fupreme  felicity  in 
imparting  happinefs  to  his  creatures  that  are  fufcep- 
tible  of  happinefs ;  as  a  being  who  is  eflential  love, 
and  in  the  emanations  of  his  wife  aflFe£tion,  ordains, 
decrees,  commands,  permits  and  does  whatever  is 
and  what  fhall  be.  If  thou  conceive  of  God,  as 
nature  and  the  chriftian  dodrine  fo  audibly  pro- 
claim him  to  us,  this  fentiment  will  be  the  richeft 
fource  and  the  firmeft  fupport  of  thy  happinefs.  Re- 
ligion will  not  be  a  burthen,  but  a  pleafure  to  thee ; 
the  law  of  God  will  not  be  a  har(h  obligation,  but 
an  affectionate  caution  againft  mifery  and  folly ; 
jnety  wiU  not  be  a  troublefome  reftraint,  but  the 
higheft  didindion  and  the  noblefl:  employment  of 
thy  rational  fpirit.  Everywhere  wilt  thou  find  thy- 
felf  furrounded  with  evidences  of  the  fatherly  pro- 
vidence and  love  of  thy  God,  but  nowhere  wilt  thou 
difcover  traces  of  an  auftere  tyrannical  will  or  of  a 
defpotical  fway.  Nothing  of  all  that  is  and  happens 
in  the  world  will  perplex,  amaze,  or  inordinately 
affright  thee.  To  him,  the  All-wife  and  All- 
gracious,  thou  wilt  calmly  refign  thyfelf  and  all  thy 
fortunes,  and  the  fortunes  of  all  thy  brethren,  and 
for  them  and  for  thyfelf  wilt  expeft  nought  but 
good,  and  conftantly  the  beft.  And  how  contented, 
how  happy  will  and  muft  this  make  thee ! 

Wrong  notions  of  man  and  his  deftination  are 
a  fecond,  no  lefs  fruitful  fource  of  the  deficiency  of 
happinefs  among  mankind.  In  order  to  be  happy,  I 

fhould 
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fhould  know  myfelf,  (hould  underftand  my  powers, 
I  (bould  learn  duly  to  eftimate  both,  and  neither 
take  them  for  greater  or  lefs,  neither  for  better  or 
worfe  than  they  really  are.  I  ihould  know  who  i  am, 
what  place  I  occupy  among  the  creatures  of  God, 
what  I  may  and  can  perform,  to  what  end  I  am  here, 
and  what  (hall  become  of  me  hereafter.  How  fhall 
I  otherwife  properly  ufe  my  powers,  and  worthily 
fill  my  ftation  ?  How  enjoy  with  confcioufnefs  the 
benefits  that  are  connefted  with  the  ufe  of  the  former 
and  with  the  poffeffion  of  the  latter  ?  How  become 
that  for  becoming  which  I  have  the  materials  and 
the  capacities  ?  How  feek  and  find  the  pleafures, 
the  fatisfa^ions  that  are  adapted  to  my  nature,  and 
avoid  the  mifery  of  which  it  warns  me,  and  from 
which  it  would  proteft  me  ?  But  are  indeed  juft, 
perfpicuous  notions  of  thefe  interefting  and  impor- 
tant objeds,  very  common  amongft  mankind  ?  What 
is  man  lefs  acquainted  with  than  with  himfelf,  and 
what  does  he  lefs  refleft  upoi^  than  the  proper  end 
of  his  being  ?  No  wonder  if  he  miftake  the  road 
to  happinefs,  and  wander  about  in  a  thoufand  de- 
viations. Indeed,  o  man,  if  thou  take  thyfelf  for 
a  creature  that  has  no  effential  advantages  over  the 
beads  of  the  field,  that,  like  them,  is  entirely  tran- 
fitory,  entirely  duft,  and  will  foon  return  again  for 
ever  to  the  duft  from  whence  he  derives  his  origin ; 
if  thou  art  blind  to  thy  reafon,  thy  liberty,  thy  re- 
femblance  to  deity,  the  fpecial  prerogatives  of  thy 
nature ;  if  thou  fondly  dream  that  thou  art  here  with- 
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out  defign,  without  a  proper  defignation,  or  marelf 
defighed  for  fenfual  occupations  and  fenfual  enjoy- 
inents,  and  therefore  think  all  thy  defires  and  hopes 
and  profpeSs  confined  within  the  narrow  circle  of 
labours  and  recreations,  of  forrows  and  joys  allotted 
thee  in  this  life  ;  how  canft  thou  be  happy  ?     How 
defend  thyfelf  from  difcontent  and  defpondence  ? 
How  foon  wouldft  and  mud  thou  be  fatiated  even 
to  furfeit,  of  all  the  charms  of  animal  voluptuouf- 
nefs  and  refined  fenfuality,  even  till  life  itfelf  with  all 
its  round  of  deceitful  and  fugacious  joys,  became  a 
burden  !     What  could  incite  thee  to  the  cultivation 
of  thy  mind,  to  generous  deeds,  to  public  fpirited  un- 
dertakings, to  drive  after  higher  degrees  of  virtue 
and  perfeftion,  and  by  the  pure  and  divine  pleafure 
conneded  with  it,  alleviate  and  fweeten  all  the  trou- 
bles and  forrows  of  thy  prefent  date  ?  No,  true,  fub- 
dantial  happinefs  is  not  for  the  man  who  in  imagina- 
tion degrades  himfelf  to  the  level  of  the  beads  of 
the  field,  and  in  death  expeSs  no  better  fate  than 
theirs.     But  the  road  to  happinefs  is  no  lefs  difficult 
to  thofe,  who,  by  falfe  conceptions  of  the  prefent 
date  of  man  and  of  the  relations  in  which  he  dands 
towards  God,  allows  himfelf  to  be  perplexed  and 
confounded.     Yes,  my  chridian  brother,  if  byfalfe 
interpretation  of  certain  paffages  of  fcripture,  thou 
take  man  for  a  creature,  who,  from  his  very  birth, 
lies  under  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  is  an  ob- 
jeft  of  divine  difpl(  af are,  for  a  creature  who  muft 
look  upon  all  the  trouble,  all  the  labour,  all  the 

ficknefles 
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fickneflies  and  pains,  all  the  forrows  and  fufferings 
that  are  connected  with  his  prefent  ftate,  as  the  pu« 
nifliment  due  to  his  tranfgreffions  and  the  tranfgref- 
(ions  of  his  original  parents ;  for  a  creature  corrupt 
throughout,  that  has  no  ability  to  goodnefs^  but  a 
decided  propeniity  to  whatever  is  iniquitous  and  evil ; 
for  a  creature  that  is  tied  down  to  various  and  im* 
portant  duties,  and  yet  is  not  able  to  difcharge  them  ; 
for  a  creature,  in  Ihort,  that  is  deftined  here  to  one 
continued  round  of  diftreffes  and  fufterings,  that 
ought  to  confider  this  earth,  in  fome  fort,  as  a  place 
of  condemnation,  that  (hould  ftudioufly  ihun  all  the 
joys  it  offers  him,  and  flrive  after  future  happinefk 
by  the  way  of  tribulation  and  the  moft  auftere  fett- 
denial ;  if  thou  form  fuch  conceptions  of  man  and 
his  defignation  :  how  difficult,  how  impofiible  muft 
it  feem  to  thee  to  be  truly  happy!     How  canft 
thou  thus  be  fenlible  to  thy  moral  dignity  ?    How 
think  and  aft  conformably  to  it  ?    How  cheer- 
fully and  unweariedly  exert  thy  powers,  and  per- 
form any  good  with  them  ?     How  canft  thou  thus 
love,  and  out  of  love  obey,  thy  creator  and  fa- 
ther ?     How  exult  in  thy  prefent  life  and  be  happy 
in  the  glad  expeftation  of  the  future  ?     No,  wouldft 
thou  enjoy  this  happinefs  ;  form  to  thyfelf  jufter  no- 
tions of  man  and  of  his  deftination.     Hold  thyfelf  to 
be  that,  which  thou  art ;  do  honour  to  thy  nature ; 
be  fenfible  to  thy  powers ;  miftake  not  the  place 
which  the  creator  has  affigned  thee  m  his  kingdom, 
and  the  dignity  by  which  he  has  diftinguifhed  thee, 
^eafon  and  freedom  are  the  patent  of  thy  nobility  \ 
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by  them  thou  art  of  divine  defcent,  art  formed  after 
the  likenefs  of  'God,  had  refemblance  with  the  ftu 
premely  perfe^  mind  and  canfl:  be  ever  approaching 
nearer  it  by  wifdom  and  virtue.  Art  thou  withal 
a  weak  .and  very  limited,  a  iinfiil  creature  ;  yet  are 
there  great  materials,  great  capacities  in  thee,  which 
may  be  wrought  and  unfolded  to  an  amazingly  high 
degree  of  perfedion.  Yes,  thou  canft  and  mayfl: 
do  much,  not  indeed  by  thy  own  ftrength,  but  the 
power  bf  the  creator  is  ever  operative  in  thee,  and 
his  aid  is  as  certain  to  thee,  -as  thou  art  fincerely  defi* 
rous  and  really  in  want  of  it.  Thou  art  not  entirely 
duft,  not  entirely  fubjeft  to  corruption :  thy  fpi- 
rit  is  immortal,  thou  art  advancing  to  a  fuperior 
ftate ;  here  thou  wilt  not  be  all  that  thou  mayd  and 
art  defigned  to  become ;  here  thou  often  foweft, 
without  reaping ;  here  thou  canft  neither  do  nor  epjoy 
much  of  that  beautiful  and  good  which  thou  art  de- 
firous  of  doing  and  enjoying.  But  there  are  eter*. 
nities  before  thee,  where  thou  mayft  hope  to  raife 
thyfelf  from  one  ftage  to  another,  and  to  become 
continually  more  perfeft  and  happy.  The  God  who 
formed  thee,  has  formed  thee  to  happinefs,  to  ever 
increaiing  happinefs.  He  is  and  everlaftingly  re- 
mains  thy  father,  and  loves  thee  and  cares  for  thee 
on  every  ftep  of  thy  prefent  and  future  exiftence. 
And  if  thou  thus  agreeably  to  truth  conceive  pf  thy- 
felf  and  thy  deftiaation,  my  ct^riftian  brother,  how 
greatly  wilt  thou  thus  promote  thy  happinefs !  What 
a  bleffed  feniiment  of  thy  dignity,  of  thy  celeftial 
origin  and  of  thy  grand  deftin^tion  wiU  pervade  tiff 

foul ! 
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foul !  How  gladly  wilt  thou  employ  thy  powers, 
and  how  much  pleafure  wilt  thou  find  in  the  employ- 
ment of  thepi !  How  uuweariedly  fulfil  thy  duty 
and  work  at  thy  improvement,  and  how  cheerfully 
await  the  fruits  of  it  in  a  fuperior  (late  of  being !  How 
light  will  be  the  burdens,  and  how  fupportable  the 
fufferings  of  this  life !  How  much  more  important 
to  thee  will  be  all  that  thou  art,  that  thou  haft,  that 
thou  doft  and  enjoyeft.  Since  nothing  will  be  un- 
attended by  the  greateft  variety  of  confequences  to 
thee,  and  thou  feeft  before  thee  an  everlafting  du- 
ration! And  what  light  muft  this  profped  diiRife 
over  all  the  events  that  befal  thee  and  thy  brethren, 
what  doubt  muft  it  not  difpel,  what  trouble  not  hulh 
into  peace !  Yes,  he  that  has  conftantly  in  view 
his  affinity  with  God,  and  his  appointment  to  im- 
mortality,  cannot  be  otherwife  than  happy. 

Wrong  notions  of  the  worth  of  outward  things 
^e  a  third  fource  of  the  deficiency  of  happinels 
among  mankind.  Innumerable  objeds  furrpund  me 
on  all  fides,  which  may  give  me  pleafure  or  ^ifplea- 
fure,  which  may  be  ufeful  or  injurious  to  me. 
Here  fliine  before  me  honour  and  authority,  there 
riches  and  opulence  glitter  in  my  view ;  here  a  va- 
riety of  pleafures  and  amufements,  there  eafe  and 
conveniency.  All  promife  me  pleafure  and  happi- 
nefs ;  all  may  even  more  or  lefs  contribute  to  it. 
But  liow  many  wretches,  how  many  viftims  of  dif- 
appointment  do  I  perceive  an^und  me,  who  have 
not  been  able  to  find  in  ihefe  goods  what  they 
fought  for  in  them,  and  what  they  expe&ed  from 
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them !  How  many  murmurs  of  difcontent  do  I  hear 
from  the  circle  of  the  rich  and  great,  of  the  power- 
ful and  mighty,  of  thofe  that  are  called  the  favou- 
rites of  fortune !     Would  I  not  join  my  voice  in 
thefe  murmurs,  and  increafe  the  number  of  the  dif- 
appointed  ;  I  mud  form  a  jufl:  ellimate  and  judg- 
ment of  the  value  of  thefe  things  ;  I  muft  learn  to 
take  them  for  what  they  really  are,  and  not  expeA 
more  from  them  than  they  are  able  to  yield.     And 
indeed  on  this  uncommonly  much  depends  in  regard 
to  our  happinefs.   And  yet  how  felfe  is  the  point  of 
Iriew  whence  the  generality  of  men  behold  thefe  ob- 
jefts !   How  exaggerated  the  value  they  attribute  to 
them  !  Wealth,  honour,  authority  and  power,  pleisu- 
lures  of  fenfe,  an  eafy,  voluptuous,  thoughtlefs  life, 
uninterrupted  health  and  vigour,  tumultuous  diver- 
fions,  a  fplendid  train,  how  highly  are  thefe  goods, 
thefe  diftin£lions,  ufually  prized !     In  the  judgment 
of  but  too  many  perfons,  they  conftitute  the  moft 
important,  the  moft  material  part  of  human  happi* 
nefs.     Objeds  that  are  worthy  of  our  moft  ardent 
defires,  our  unremitted  indeavours,  the  moft  affidu- 
ous  labour,  the  moft  ftrenuous  exertions ;  objeds 
which  we  cannot  difpenfe  with,  cannot  lofe,  without 
being  more  or  lefs  wretched ;  objefts  in  comparifon 
whereof  all  the  advantages  of  mind  and  heart,  all 
the  pleafures  of  refleiStion  and  piety,  all  the  joys  of 
virtue  and  beneficence  come  into  no  coniideration. 
But  are  they  really  fo,  my  dear  friends,  and  can  we 
poflibly  be  happy,  fo  long  as  we  take  them  to.  be  fo  ? 
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Are  then  thefe  things  in  our  power  ?  Can  we  always 
acquire  and  pofTefs  them  in  the  proportion  or  the  de« 
gree  we  could  wifh  ?  Does  the  pofleffion  of  them 
foothe  and  fatisfy  the  affedions  of  our  heart  ?  Is  it 
liable  ndther  to  alteration  nor  decay  ?  Can  it  by 
nothing  be  raviihed  from  us  ?  Is  it  equally  eftimable 
and  equally  fatisfying  at  all  times,  in  all  circum^ 
fiances,  in  age  as  in  youth,  in  days  of  ficknefs  as  in 
days  of  health,  in  folitude  as  in  fociety  ?  Does  it 
accompany  us  in  the  grave  and  in  the  future  world  ? 
And  if  it  do  not  this,  if  the  poifeflion  of  outward 
diftindions  do  not  this  ;  if  all  thefe  objedls  are  ex- 
tremely fleeting  and  evanefcent ;  if  numberleis  acd* 
dents  may  embitter  them  or  {hatch  them  away ;  if 
jhey  leave  the  heart  empty,  and  will  all  be  buried 
with  us  in  death :  how  frail  and  tottering  mufl:  be 
ithe  &brie  of  happinefs  that  is  built  upon  them ! 
How  eafily  may  it  be  fhaken  to  its  foundations,  how 
foon  be  entirely  deftroyed  1  No,  wouidft  thou  be 
happy,  o  man  j  learn  to  know  better  the  worth  of 
thefe  things  ;  learn  to  treat  them  as  means  and  not 
as  ends,  to  confider  them  as  things,  that  lawfully 
acquired  and  wifely  employed,  may  promote  thy 
happinefs  and  that  of  thy  brethren,  but  never  can 
really  compofe  it ;  as  things  which  thou  mayft  have 
or  not  have,  poffefs  or  lofe,  without  being  therefore 
wifer  or  more  unwife,  better  or  worfe,  without 
caufmg  the  le^ft  detrimetit  to  the  perfedion  of  thy 
fpirit,  the  oQly  bafis  of  all  true  and  lading  happinefs ; 
prize  thefe  things  only  p  as  inuch,  feek  and  love 
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them  only  in  as  much,  as  they  may  expand  thy  in* 
telleftnal  powers,  fet  thee  in  ufeful  motion,  improve 
and  exercife  thee,  and  fumiAi  thee  with  means  and 
opportunities  for  beneficence.  Learn  greatly  to 
prefer  the  inward  to  the  outward,  what  is  really  thy 
own  to  what  is  borrowed,  and  what  remains  with 
thee  for  ever,  and  accompanies  thee  on  every  ftage 
of  thy  being,  to  all  that  endures  but  a  moment,  or 
vairifhes  in  death.  Thinkeft  thou  thus  of  the  value 
ci  earthly  things ;  feekeft  and  ufeft  thou  them  to 
fuch  noble  purpofes  :  then  will  they  never  deceive 
thee,  never  deftroy  thy  content,  and  thou  wilt  never 
fail  of  thy  objeft,  fubftantial  happinefs,  whether  thou 
be  poor  or  rich,  live  in  fplendor  or  in  obfcurity,  fill 
this  or  the  other  ftation  among  thy  bretljren,  and 
whether  thy  courfe  be  rugged  or  plain,  (hort  or  Icnig. 
He  who  makes  wifdom  and  virtue  the  ultimate  ob* 
je£fc  of  all  his  defires  and  aims,  and  regards  and  ufes 
all  outward  goods  and  advantages  only  as  means 
thereto,  mufl:  and  will  as  certainly  be  happy,  as  he 
is  fufeeptible  of  happinefs. 


'!     t 


SERMON    L. 


Caufes  of  the  Failure  of  Happinefs  among  Mankind. 


/^  OD,  thou  haft  formed  us,  Ay  creatures,  Ay 
children,  for  happinefs.  Of  this  neither  nature 
nor  religion,  reafon  nor  experience  will  allow  us  to 
doubt.  Happinefs  is  the  ultimate  aim  of  all  that 
thou  difpofeft  and  doft,  that  thou  decreeft  and  per- 
mitteft.  None  of  us  therefore  are  wanting  in,  ca^ 
pacities  and  means  for  preponderant  pleafure,  if  we 
do  but  employ  thefe  capacities  and  means  with  pro- 
per care  and  fidelity.  But  in  this  we  indeed  too 
often  fiail.  We  negled  to  do  what  might  make  us 
contented  and  happy,  or  we  do  it  not  with  fufficient 
continuance  and  zeal,  we  foon  grow  weary  of  the 
attention,  the  prudtoce,  the  exertion  which  it  re- 
quires, and  then  complain  of  the  want  of  fatisfadion 
and  happinefs.  The  prize  indeed  we  would  heartily 
wifli  to  obtain,  but  the  way  to  it  feems  too  difficult 
and  toilfome.  Inftead  of  hearkening  to  thy  parental 
call,  the  didates  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  we  lend  a 
willing  ear  to  the  clamours  of  inordinate  lufb  and 
paffions,  blinded  by  them  we  roam  in  various  devi- 
ations, and  recede  ever  farther  and  farther  from  the 
glorious  prize  wluch  thou  haft  fet  before  us.   God, 

we 
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vre  are  fenfible  how  fboHfhly,  how  culpably  we  often 
z&y  and  how  unjuft  are  our  complaints.  Yes,  we 
are  ourfelves  to  blame,  if  we  be  not  happy.  Oh 
may  we  perceive  this  truth  with  inward  convi£don, 
may  we  fee  the  nuftakes  which  prevent  us  in  the  enp 
joyment  of  happinefs  in  their  proper  light  and  know 
them  to  be  fuch,  and  then  in  perfed  eameflnefs  fet 
about  freeing  ourfelves  from  them !  Blefs  to  th^ 
promotion  of  thefe  ends,  the  refle£Hons  we  are  now 
about  to  begin  on  thefe  important  fubjeds.  Grant 
tha^  we  may  deal  with  Arid  impartiality  towards 
ourfelves,  and  direft  the  whole  of  our  attention  to 
our  own  fituation.  We  requeft  it  of  thee  as  chrif- 
tians  with  filial  boldnefs,  and  addrefs  thee  farther 
in  then  ame  and  in  the  prayer  of  our  lord.  Our 
father,  &c. 

PROV.  iii.  21. 

My  foot  let  not  them  depart  from  thine  eyes  ;  keep  founj 

wifdom  and  difcretion. 

YHE  more  plainly  we  fee  into  the  caufes  of  a  de* 
ficiency  in  anything,  the  eafier  it  is  to  be  re* 
medied,  if  in  general  it  admit  of  a  remedy.  We 
often  languifli  under  the  preflures  of  a  want,  only 
becaufe  we  do  not  rightly  perceive  whence  it  arifes, 
on  what  it  is  founded,  and  from  what  fources  we  may 
and  fhould  draw  the  fupply  we  are  in  need  of.  Thus 
it  is  in  regard  to  human  happinefs.  We  often,  but 
top  often  complain  of  the  want  of  it,  and  yet  have 

only 
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only  obfcure  or  confufed  iJeas  of  what  thefe  com- 
plaints are  founded  on,  and  of  the  caufes  why  we 
fuflfer  this  want.  To  reflefl  frequently  on  this  fub- 
jed,  and  to  examine  feriouily  into  it,  fhould  be  of  as 
much  moment  to  us  as  happinefs  itfelf ;  and  it  is 
doubtleis  one  inftance,  among  numberlefs  others^  of 
the  (hameful  inconfiftency  of  man,  that  he  is  apt  fo 
frequently  to  complain,  and  yet,  from  levity  and  in* 
dolence  will  do  little  or  nothing  for  coming  at  the 
true  ground  of  thefe  complaints,  and  for  applying  a 
remedy  to  them.  To  call  your  attention,  my  dear 
friends,  to  this  matter,  was  the  defign  of  my  lad  dif- 
courfe,  as  it  is  alfo  of  the  prefent.  We  lately  difco- 
vered  three,  no  lefs  common  than  fruitful  fources 
of  the  deficiency  of  happinefs  among  mankind: 
falfe  notions  of  the  deity  ;  falfe  notions  of  man  and 
his  appointment ;  falfe  notions  of  the  value  of  ex* 
traneous  objeds.  Let  us  to-day  proceed  in  thefe 
refearches,  and  difcufs  fome  other,  perhaps  lefs  re* 
marked,  but  no  lefs  efficient  and  pernicious  caufes  of 
our  deficiency  in  happinefs. 

We  often  require  impoflibilities ;  we  overlook 
a  great  deal  of  the  beautiful  and  good  in  the  world ; 
we  feek  our  happinefs  more  without  us  than  within 
us ;  we  do  not  fet  eamellly  enough  about  it  :  we 
negled  the  grand  art  of  enjoyment ;  and  think  too 
partially  concerning  ourfelves  and  all  that  is  without 
us.  Six  faults  that  inuft  be  extremely  injurious  to 
our  purfuits  and  exertions  after  haj^inefs.  Let  us 
examine  them  more  particularly. 

We 
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We  not  unfrequently,  then,  require  impo(nbi& 
ties  in  order  to  be  happy ;  and  how  can  we  thus 
obtain  our  end  ?  In  our  prefent  (late  we  are  cafed 
in  a  body,  frail  in  its  texture,  and  artificially  con- 
trived, very  eafily  hurt  and  injured,  equally  dif- 
pofed  to  procure  and  to  caufe  us  difagreeable  as 
agreeable  fenfations,  and  to  the  diifolution  and  de- 
molition whereof  a  thoufand  things,  both  within 
and  without  us,  are  conftantfy  at  work :  and  we 
requh-e,  that  this  our  body'  fliould  never  be  in- 
jured and  hurt,  that  we  fhould  feel  no  pain,  that  we 
fhould  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  health,  and  even  in 
age  poffefs  the  vivacity  and  the  vigour  of  youth.  Is 
not  this  to  be  called,  requiring  fomewhat  contradic- 
tory, fomewhat  impoiCble  ?  We  here  dwell  upon 
an  earth,  where  all  the  great  as  well  as  the  little,  the 
good  as  well  as  the  evil,  is  fubjed  to  incoiiflancy  and 
decay,  where  all  is  in  a  perpetual  ebb  and  flow,  and 
alternately  blooming  and  fading,  increafing  and  de- 
clining, arifing  and  pafllng  away,  living  and  dying, 
where  nothing  is  ultimate  end,  but  all  is  means  to 
higher  ends  :  and  we  require  that  we  fiiould  pre^ 
ferve  our  goods,  our  poffeflions,  our  advantages,  at 
one  time  as  well  as  at  another,  that  we  fliculd  lofe 
nothing  of  them,  that  we  fhould  be  difturbedby  no- 
thing in  the  poffeflion  and  enjoyment  of  them,  that 
our  fortunate  circumftances,  amidft  all  the  change- 
able things  that  furround  us,  fhould  be  alone  un- 
changeable. Is  not  this  to  be  called,  requiring 
fomewhat  contradiftory,  fomewhat  impofSble  ?  Wc 
here  live  among  men,  who  have  the  fame  wants,  the 
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fame  appetites  and  paffions  that  we  have,  who  are 
feeking  the  fame  pleafures  and  advantages  that  we 
feek ;  who  are  purfuing  the  fame  objeds  that  we 
purfue :  and  we  require,  that  no  one  fhould  crols 
us  in  our  way,  that  nothing  (faould  hinder  or  retard 
us  in  our  endeavours,  that  all  our  projeds  ihould 
fucceed,  that  we  fhould  conftantly  atrain  the  tnarkat 
which  we  run,  and  at  which  fo  many  others  are  run- 
ning alfo.     Is  not  this  to  be  called,  requiring  forne* 
what  contradiftory,  fomewhat  impoilible  ?     We  are 
in  fhort  very  limited  beings,  are  at  the  firft  ftage  of 
our  human  exiflence,  have  our.vifible  horizon  as 
contrafted  as  our  fphere  of  a&ion,  can  furvey  and 
comprehend  only  little  individual  parts  of  the  whole 
to  which  we  belong,  and  (tumble,  like  children,  iat 
every  ftep  we  take  :  and  we  require  never  to  err, 
never  to  miftake,  but  to  penetrate  all,  to  fathom  all, 
to  imveil  the  hidden  myftcries  of  nature,  to  look 
into  the  depths  of  the  divine  decrees,  and  to  operate 
around  us  as  far  as  we  can  reach  in  our  imagination. 
Is  not  this  to  be  called,  requiring  fomewhat  incom- 
patible with  our  nature,  fomewhat  impoffible  ?  And 
if  we  allow  a  requeft  that  has  fuch  matters  for  its  ob- 
jeS  to  become  clamorous,  how  can  we  be  contented 
and  h^py  ?  —  No,  would  we  be  fo,  my  dear  friends ; 
let  us  require  no  other  than  human  happinefs ;  happi- 
nefs  fitted  for  men,  for  inhabitants  of  this  earth,  for 
creatures  like  us;  happinefs  adapted  to  our  nature,  to 
our  capacities  and  powers,  to  our  fituation,  to  our  or- 
cttxnitances,  to  our  conne£Uons  with  outward  objects 

and 
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and  with  the  reft  of  mankind.  Let  us  refped  all  the 
limits  which  a  wife  providence  has  fet  to  them  and 
to  us  in  all  thefe  regards,  and  never  think  as  if  we, 
imperceptibly  fmall  particles  of  the  aggregate,  were 
the  aggregate  itfelf,  or  as  if  we,  of  all  the  children 
of  God  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  were  alone  deferr- 
ing of  his  providence  and  love. 

Want  of  attention  to  the  beautiful  and  good  that 
is  in  the  world  and  among  mankind,  is  another 
caufe  of  our  deficiency  in  happinefs.     There  is  cer- 
tainly much  beautiful  and  good  in  the  world  and 
among  mankind,  that  even  the  inattentive  cannot 
entirely  overlook,  and  not  perceive  without  pleafmg 
fenfations.     They  are  ftriking  to  every  eye ;   they 
exhilarate  and  rejoice  every  man,  and  their  charms 
are  irrefiftible.     Such  undeniably  are  many  phaeno- 
mena  and  fcenes  in  inanimate  nature,  fuch  are  many 
occurrences  and  pleafures  in  focial  life.     Who  can 
remain  infenfible  and  not  pleafed  at  the  fight  of  a 
beautiful  morning,  of  a  plentiful  harveft,  of  a  good 
and  generous  adion  ?    But  not  all,  not  the  genera* 
lity  of  what  is  beautiful  and  good,  is  of  this  kind. 
The  inattentive,  the  carelefs,  not  unfrequently  walk 
among  thoufands  of  beauties  in  the  natural  and  the 
moral  world,  immoved,  neither  obferve  nor  fee  the 
moft  beautiful  difpofitions,  the  moft  promifing  capa- 
cities, the  moft  amiable  qualities,  the  moft  virtuous 
actions  of  thdlr  fellow-creatvu'es ;  perceive  neither 
bloflbm  nor  fruit,  neither  commencement  nor  com* 
pletion  i  and  then  complain  of  the  want  of  food 

for 


HAPPIK£SS  AMONG  MANKIND*  ^^Ji 

fbr  their  mind  and  heart.     Thus  they  thirft  amidft 
the  moft  abundant  fources  of  pleafui'e,  and  pine 
with  hunger  at  a  fumptuous  banquet.     Matter  for 
happinefs  furrounds  them  on  all  fides,  but  they 
wantonly  rejed  it,  from  thoughtleflhefs  and  levity* 
And  who  but  themfelves  is  to  blame  for  their   de- 
ficiency  of  happinefs  ?     Would  we  fupply  it  in  re- 
gard to  ourielves,  my  dear  friends^  let  us  not  walk, 
with  hoodwinked  eyes  and  with  contrafted  hearts, 
through  a  world  full  of  beauties  and  blefCngs.    Let 
us  rather  open  them  both  to  their  various  impreflions, 
and  even  be  attentive  to  the  beautiful  and  good  that 
has  nothing  perhaps  inviting  or  alluring  in  its  out- 
ward afpe£t,  and  which  only  the  more  praflifed  ob« 
ferver  is  capable  of  difcovering  and  enjoying.     How 
greatly  fhould  we  thus  enlarge  the  theatre  of  our 
pleafure,  and  multiply  the  means  of  our  fatisfa^tion 
and  happinefs !     How  often  would  labour  and  toil^^ 
limitations  and  difficulties,  afflidions  and  pain,  put 
on  a  quite  different  fhape !     How  often  would  unex<* 
peded  beams  of  light  iiTue  forth  from  the  thickeft 
darknefs !     How  often  fhould  we  then  difcover  the 
precious  bloffoms  of  fruit,  of  improvement,  of  per- 
fedion,   the  wifeft  preparatives  to  pleafures  and  joys 
of  various  kinds,  where  before  w^  fancied  we  faw 
nothing  but  effeds  and  caufes  of  want  and  of  mifery ! 
Yes,  the  more  attentive  we  are,  the  lef$  fhall  we  be 
able  to  mifcalcul^te  the  great  preponderance  of  the 
beautiful  ^and  good  that  is  in  the  world  and  amongft 
fiumkind,  and  with  fo  much  the  more  confidence 
VOL*  n,  z  fhall 
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fliall  we  expedl  the  (till  greater  fuperiority  of  it  ia 
futurity ;  and  what  fources  of  fatisfadion  and  plea- 
fure  would  and  mufl:  this  open  to  us.  If  God,  the  fu« 
premely  perfed  fpirit,  beholds  with  complacency  all 
that  he  has  made,  finds  all  right  and  good,  and 
builds  thereon  his  fovereign  felicity,  then  muft  alfo 
ours  increafe  according  to  the  degree  in  which  we 
are  fenfible  to  the  beauty  and  goodnefs  of  all  his 
works. 

A  third  caufe  of  the  deficiency  in  happinefs  among 
mankind  is  :  that  we  feek  it  more  without  us  than 
within  us,  and  take  more  concern  about  the  ap* 
pearance,  than  about  the  real  poflfeffion  and  en- 
joyment of  it.  However  abfurd  this  error  may  feem 
and  adually  is,  nothing  is  yet  more  common.  Surely 
happinefs  is  fomewhat  that  is  entirely  and  abfolutely 
within  us  ;  it  is  a  particular  ftate  of  our  mind  ;  il 
confifls  in  what  we  are,  and  not  in  what  we  feem 
to  be,  in  the  agreeable  ideas  and  fenfations  which 
we  have,  and  not  in  thofe  which  men  attribute  to 
us.  If  all  the  world,  at  the  time  when  I  am  fick  and 
in  pain,  fhould  hold  me  to  be  in  health,  I  fhould 
not  therefore  be  in  health,  nor  lofe  the  fentimeni 
of  my  pains.  Undeniable  as  this  is,  yet  we  but  too 
frequently  think  and  ad,  in  regard  to  happinefs^  as 
if  the  reverfe  of  it  were  true.  We  do  not  take  half 
the  pains  to  awaken  within  us  agreeable  ideas  and 
fenfations  concerning  what  we  are  and  have  and  do^ 
and  to  regale  ourfelves  upon  them,  as  to  give  others 
great  or  good  opinions  of  it.     We  will  abfolutely 
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be  accounted  by  numbers  of  people  for  intelligent, 
for  virtuous,,  for  wealthy,  for"  gx'eat,  for  important, 
for  beautiful  and  ftroiig,  we  will  be  looked  upon  and 
praifed  by  them  as  eminently  fortunate^  and,  though 
we  even  wei'e  all  thiis,  biit  not  held  to  be  fo  by  otharsi 
we  fllould  think  ourfelves  more  or  lefs  unhappy^ 
Thus  we  are  ever  feeking  to  be  happy  in  the  judg*' 
ment  of  others,  more  than  in  deed  and  in  truths 
Thus  we  very  often  deny  ourfelves  the  aftual  en* 
joyment  of  many  pleafures  and  fatisfa£Hons,  and  for6A 
go  the  ufe  of  various  accommodations  and  comfort^ 
of  life,  merely  in  order  to  keep  up  the  appearance 
of  thefe  or  of  (till  greater  advantages  and  means  of 
pleafure,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  But  how  defect 
(j^e,  how  variable  mud  the  happineis  be  that  is  built 
on  fuch  foundations!  Do  we  not  then  pafs  the  greatei* 
part  of  our  lives  remote  from  other  men,  and  left  to 
ourfelves  ?  Shall  we  therefore  lefs  feel  the  defedis  of 
our  mind,  of  our  heart,  of  out  body,  of  our  whole 
condition,  will  our  wants  be  lefs  urgent  and  painftil^ 
becaufe  we  conceal  them  from  others  ?  Will  their  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  us  a£hially  give  us  the  underftand-^ 
ing,  the  talents,  the  abilities,  the  ingenuity^  the  peace^ 
the  content,  the  ftrength,  we  are  in  want  of?  And  ihall 
we  be  always  able  to  deceive  and  to  blind  them  ?  Will 
nomovements  of  envy,  of jealoufy,  of  partiality,  of  tomi^ 
lice,  weaken  or  alter  the  good  opinicm  they  entertain 
of  us  ?  What  is  more  flu£hiating  than  the  judgment 
of  mankind,  and  what  is  more  fiiail  than  the  hap- 
pineft  that  is  founded  on  it«    No,  let  us  feek  this 
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happinefs  in  ourfelves,  in  what  we  really  are  and 
ht^^  and  do,  and  not  without  us,  not  in  the  opinion 
entertained  of  us  by  others. 

But  let  us  alfo  a£):ually  feek,  eameftly  feek  this 
happinefs.  For  here  too  lurks  an  important  caufe 
of  the  failure  of  it.  We  do  not  ftrive  eameftly  enough 
about  it.  We  but  too  often  hold  happinefs  to  be 
fomewhat  accidental,  fomewhat  that  falls  to  a  man's 
lot  without  his  concurrence,  fomewhat  that  is  not  to 
be  acquired,  that  we  fhould  wait  for,  and  when  it 
comes  to  us  fliould  accept  and  enjoy.  With  th« 
goods  of  fortune  this  is  indeed  the  cafe,  my  pious 
hearers,  but  not  with  happinefs.  We  may^  certainly , 
by  our  birth,  by  our  outward  fituation,  by  advan- 
tageous connexions  with  others,  by  favourable  ac* 
ddents,  become  rich,  great,  powerful,  but  all  thefe 
things  cannot  make  us  happy,  cannot  give  us  peace 
of  mind,  cannot  render  us  pleafed  or  fatisfied. 
This  we  can  only  be  by  eamefl,  perfevering  ef- 
forts* If  however  we  do  not  refign  the  bufinefs  en- 
tirely to  chance,  yet  we  but  too  often  imagine,  that, 
in  order  to  be  happy,  we  have  only  to  afk  it  in  prayer 
of  God,  at  the  fame  time  taking  care  to  obferve 
certain  holy  ceremonies  and  rites  of  worfhip.  God 
is  indeed  the  author  of  all  good,  the  fountain  of  all 
-  happinefe,  and  fervent  prayer  is  an  excellent  means 
for  rendering  us  capable  of  it.  But  everything  in 
its  own  «order.  Happinefs  is  a  flate  of  our  mind, 
z  mode  of  thinking  and  feeling,  which  does  not 
arife  in  us  at  OAce,  but  by  little  and  little^  and  is 
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not  the  fruit  of  an  immediate  infpiratbn  of  Ood^ 
but  of  the  proper  ufe  of  the  faculties  granted  is^hj 
him,  and  of  the  predifpofals  which  his  wife  goodnefe 
has  to  that  end  made  in  nature  and  in  religioou :  Let 
us  therefore  exert  our  abilities,  and  make  ufe  of 
the  inftitutions  eftablifhed  by  God,  if  ^  we  would  dbe 
happyl  Let  us  expeft  nothing  from  chance,  but  iH 
from  our  a£Uvity  and  from  our  induftry  and  from 
the  bleiEng  that  God  has  annexed  to  it.  Eve^  t6' 
think  more  adequately  of  ourfelves  and  of  <Mir  de& 
dnation ;  ever  to  judge  more  juftly  of  the  value  of 
things ;  above  all,  ever  more  carefully  to  watch 
over  our  affedions  and  appetites ;  ever  better  to  v6> 
gulate  all  our  inclinations ;  to  be  ever  more  com* 
pletely  becoming  mafter  of  ourfelves ;  to  conned  the 
prefent  ever  more  intimately  with  the  future ;  and  to 
let  the  love  of  God  and  man  become  continually  more 
predominant  in  us :  in  thefe  employments  we  fhpuld 
unweariedly  exert  all  our  faculties  and  all  the  hdlps 
that  God  has  given  us ;  and  this  fhould  be  ourino(| 
zealous,  unintermitted  endeavour,  if  we  would  b^ 
happy  and  be  ever  becommg  happier. 

Neither  fhould  we,  fifthly,  negled  the  art,^  the 
grand  art  of  enjoyment,  if  we  would  not  haverea^ 
Ibn  to  complain  of  a  deficiency  in  hapi»nef&  Fc|f4 
feffion  and  enjoyment  are  two  very  different  things^ 
The  former  is  far  more  common  than  the  latc^«  A& 
ter  the  former  every  oneftrives,  while  but  too  ipaxkf 
entirely  negled  the  latter.  Every  one  won)d  have 
and  poiTefs  a  great  deal  of  the  beautiful  and  good^ 
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iDod  contumally  more  and  more  oi  the  beautiful  and 
good,  yet  comparatively  there  are  but  £ew  who 
righdy  know  how  to  eujoy  the  beautiful  and  good 
which  they  a£hially  have  and  poflefs.   This  requires 
t  feriouihefs,  an  attention,  an  aptitude  in  refleftioii, 
i  a  repofe  and  ferepity  of  mind,  a  natural  and  unvi<- 
dated  tafte,  that  byt  few  men  can  boaft  of.  Which 
of  OS  does  not  pofleis  a  variety  of  intelleQual  and  fen- 
fible  faculties  and  endowments  and  goods  f    To 
^hich  of  us  do  not  various  fources  of  pleafure  and.  joy 
jftand  open  ?  Which  of  us  is  abfolutdy  deftitute  of  all 
capacity  to  draw  from  them,  and  to  aiTuage  his  diirfl 
after  happinefs  ?     And  wherefore  do   we  not  ? 
Wherefore  do  we  it  fo  feldom  f    Becanfe,  in  the 
tmremitted  endeavour  after  pofleffion,  we  forget  to 
attend  to  enjoyment.    We  intend  gladly  to  ufe  our 
fij^cnhies  when  we  have  performed  this  or  that  mat* 
ter  with  them ;  we  intend  peaceably  to  enjoy  our 
l^oods  when  we  have  increafed  them  to  a  certain  dot 
gree ;  we  intend  to  rejoice  in  our  underihoding, 
in  our  virtue,  in  our  hop^  of  immortality,  wheii 
the  former  have  reached  their  perfe^on,  and  we 
vce  become  partakers  of  the  latter.    No,  my  dear 
ftlend$,  would  we  not  only  be  happy  in  future,  but 
Iftewife  be  fo  now :  let  us  not  content  ourfelves  widi 
the  means  to  happinefs,  but  a£hially  employ  them. 
Let  us  cheerfully  and  thankfully  enjoy  all  the  abit 
VlSeBy  1^1  the  endowments  that  God  has  granted  os, 
all  ^epleafures  and  delights  which  nature  and  re- 
)^g||i6lio^  us,  and  endeavour  by  idltbe  foeans  xm 
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can  devife,  to  fweecen^  to  enhance^  to  multiply 
their  enjoyment.  And  this  we  ihall  do  if  we  enjoy 
with  inward  confcioufnels  all  the  beautiful  and  good 
which  we  perceive  within  us  and  without  us  >  if  w^ 
frequently,  with  a  ferene  and  quiet  mind,  re&eOt 
upon  it,  and  figure  to  ourfelves  in  a  lively  afianpar 
its  great  value,  its  various  and  clofe  conne£Hon  witfi 
our  wel&re  and  the  wdfare  of  our  brethren ;  if  w^ 
confider  all  in  reference  to  God,  as  teftimonies  of 
his  providence  and  love,  as  pledges  of  his  continual 
grace  and  favour ;  if  we  fecure  our  hearts  from  iiv- 
ordinate  violent  paflions  and  at  tbe  fame  time  take 
pains  to  preferve  our  tafte  unvitiated  and  free.  So 
ihall  we,  even  with  a  very  inferior  portion  of  talents 
and  endowments,  of  means  to  pleafiire  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  enjoy  more  real  happinefs,  than  a  thoufand 
others  who  have  a  fuperfluity  of  all  thefe  things. 

Tet  one  more  caufe  of  our  deficiency  in  happinefs  is 
laftlythis:  We  think  on  all  things  and  concerning  all 
things  too  partially*  Our  thoughts,  our  fanfations,  our 
profpeds  and  hopes  comprehend  too  little;  they  uni- 
formly adhere  to  fingle  objeds,  to  detached  particles 
and  circumftances.  We  think  not  frequently  enough 
on  the  coofequences  of  things,  and  on  their  dole  and 
indiflbluble  conne£Uon  and  concatenation  with  each 
other.  Indeed  if  we  think  folely  on  the  labours  and 
toils  of  this  life,  but  not  on  the  various  and  noble  fruits 
of  them;  (blely  on  the  pains  and  fuflferings  that  befall 
us,  but  not  on  thehr  falutary  influence  on  our  moral 
improvement  and  perfection ;  if  we  look  folely  on 
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the  bad,  but  not  on  the  good  fide,  folely  on  the  adverfe 
fortunes,  but  not  on  the  glorious  deflination  of  our 
feUow*creatures;  if  we  confider  the  evil  independently 
of  its  connedion  with  the  good,  and  the  prefent  in- 
dlependently  of  its  conne£tion  with  the  future;  clouds 
imd  thick  darknefs  mud  encompafs  us  on  all  fides, 
we  mud  find  on  all  fides  occafions  for  diifatisfaftion 
and  complaint.  But  why  then  do  we  divide  in  our 
thoughts,  what  in  its  nature  and  in  the  defign  of  God 
is  fo  infeparably  conne^ed  ?  Why  do  we  fo  con- 
trad  our  mind  smd  our  heart,  fince  both  of  them 
are  capable  of  furveying  and  of  embracing  fo  much  ? 
No,  let  us  rather  Expand  both  the  one  and  the  other, 
not  always  dwell  on  the  detached  parts  of  thefe  things, 
but  remark  their  adherence,  and  conned  the  parts 
with  the  whole  to  which  they  belong,  the  prefent 
with  the  future,  time  with  eternity.  This  will  clear 
up  much,  unravel  much,  caufe  us  to  find  many 
things  far  more  beautiful  and  far  better,  than  they 
apparently  were ;  it  will  change  many  of  our  forrows 
into  joys ;  the  faireft  hopes  and  profpeds  will  be 
the  infeparable  companions  of  our  life  ;  and  fo  fhali 
we  far  more  exultingly  enjoy  the  prefent,  and  far 
more  comfortably  exped  the  future  j  we  ihall  ther?* 
fpre  befar  more  happ  y t 
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Caufes  of  the  Deficiency  in  Social  Pleafure. 


/^  OD,  thou  haft  formed  us  for  focial  life :  and 
how  abundant  the  fources  of  happinefs  which 
thou  haft  thus  opened  to  us  !  The  more  intimately 
thou  haft  connefted  us  together ;  the  more  depend- 
ent thou  Tiaft  made  us  on  each  other ;  the  more  re- 
ciprocal duties  thou  haft  enjoined  us :  the  greater  is 
the  pleafure  which  we  may  procure  to  each  other 
and  mutually  enjoy.  Wants,  imperfedions,  infirmi* 
ties,'  failings,  propenlities,  forrows  and  joys,  labours 
and  employments,  all  draw  us  nearer  together,  and 
communicate  to  us  motives  and  means  to  ferve,  to  af- 
fift;,  to  gratify  one  another,  and  mutually  to  render 
the  journey  of  life  more  eafy  and  pleafant.  With  the 
pradice  of  every  focial  duty  thou  haft  aflbciated  fatif- 
fadtion  and  felicity,  and  only  vice  can  render  our 
connexions  and  intercourfe  irkfome  and  pernicious. 
Oh  that  we  were  fenfible  to  thy  gracious  defignsj 
and  endeavoured  always  more  completely  to  anfwer 
them !  That  focial  life  might  be  and  afibrd  to  us 
all  that  according  to  thy  benign  ^purpofes  and  by 
means  of  our  capacities  it  might  and  fhould  be  and 
l^ord !    Oh  that  cordial  benevolence  and  chriftiaa 
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philanthropy  always  aduated  us,likewife  in  this  re* 
fped  and  regulated  all  our  words  and  anions !  How 
fecure  and  contented  fhould  we  live  among  our  bre- 
thren, and  carry  on  our  dealings  with  them  !  How 
much  fatisfadlion  (hould  we  mutually  enjoy  and 
promote !  It  is  our  intention  at  prefent  to  meditate 
€)n  this  important  branch  of  human  happinefs.  Do 
thou  beftow  a  blefling  on  thefe  our  meditations ; 
that  they  may  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  of  our  fail- 
ings  in  this  particular,  and  to  the  diligent  corre&ion 
of  them.  Thefe  our  petitions  we  otkr  up  to  thy  di- 
vine majefty  with  filial  confidence  as  th(^  votaries  of 
Jefus ;  and  in  firm  reliance  on  his  promite  conclude 
them  in  the  form  of  words  which  he  vouchfafed  to 
give  u$«    Our  father,  &c. 


PROV.   m.    21. 

My  foiiy  let  not  them  depart  from  thine  eyes ;  keep  foond 

wifdom  and  difcretion* 

C  OCIAL  life  and  its  pleafures  are  unqueftionablf 
a  very  produSive  fource  of  human  happinefs. 
Here  one  man  communicates  to  anothec^his  agree- 
able ideas  and  fenfations,  his  views,  his  hopes,  his 
fatisfadions,  and  thus  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
multiplied  and  brought  into  more  general  circula- 
tion. Here  all  participate  in  the  beautiful  and  good, 
which  each  in  particular  poflefies  and  does  and  en- 
joys, and  in  fome  meafure  make  them  their  own. 
Here  every  one  forgets  what  is  difagreeable  and 
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troublefome  in  his  ftation  and  calling,  the  cares  and 
fatigues  of  a  bufy  and  laborious  life/  and  enjoys  tht 
fruits  of  his  diligence  and  indufby.  Here  ej^ertion 
gives  pUce  to  reUxation^  labour  to  reft,  prepsu 
radve  to  enjoyment.  Here,  in  free  and  eafy  coOk 
verfe,  without  profefled  defign  we  reciprocally  teich 
and  learn,  give  and  receive*  Here  the  individual 
feels  himfelf  lefs  weak,  lefs  ignorant,  lefis  defedive 
in  conjunction  with  bis  brethren ;  their  perc^tions 
and  abilities  to  him  feem  rather  the  common  bank 
and  capital  of  human  perceptions  and  abilities,  than 
the  private  property  of  their  owner.  Here  greater 
fprightlinefs,  greater  liberty,  greater  franknefs  and 
confidence  reign  than  in  the  circle  of  ordinary  affiurs. 
So  many  advantages,  my  pious  hearers,  which  are 
doubtlefs  highly  calculated  to  promote  human  plea^ 
fure  and  happinefs.  But  do  they  in  reality  pro^ 
mote  them  to .  that  extent  which  they  might  and 
ought  ?  Do  they  come  up  to  the  expectations 
which  we  commonly  and  juftly  form  from  them  i 
Is  and  affords  fodal  life  to  us  all  that  it  might  and 
ihould  be  and  afford  to  us  ?  How  often  do  we  hear 
complaints,  of  the  want  of  focial  pleafure,  of  the 
want  of  focial  hai^nnefs !  Thefe  complaints  indeed 
are  feldom  loud ;  they  are,  generally  ftifled  by  falfe 
fliame ;  they  are  however  intelligible  enough  to  the 
humane  and  affedioq^te  obferver  of  what  pafles 
among  I^  brethren.  He  fees  on  all  hands  forced 
jovialty,  feigned  mirth,  deceived  expedadons,  dif« 
appouited  hopes ;  parfons  who  pretend  to  fatis&^pn 
tad  pleafure,  where  they  ha?e  enjoyed  neither  th» 
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one  nor  the  other.  Therefore  a  general  defe£k  of 
Ibcial  happinefSy  and  fuppreflfed  or  checked  com- 
plaints of  this  defeat;.  And  what  may  be  the  rea* 
fons  of  this  defed  and  of  thefe  complaints  ?  We 
will  now  proceed  to  take  them  into  confideration, 
my  pious  hearers.  The  better  we  are  acquainted 
with  the  fources  of  an  evil,  the  eafier  it  will  be  for 
us  to  ftop  them.  Having  recently  in  two  difcourfes 
inveftigated  the  more  general  caufes  of  the  defe£l  of 
happinefs  among  mankind,  we  will  now  proceed  to 
inquire  into  the  particular  caufes  of  their  failure  in 
fodal  happinefs. 

We  bring  into  fociety  too  little  capacity  for  plea- 
fure  ;  we  exped;  too  much,  or  quite  incompatible 
things  from  it ;  we  allow  prejudice  and  fafhion  to 
deprive  us  of  the  true  and  proper  enjoyment  of  it : 
thefe  are  the  three  primary  caufes  why  focial  life  is 
and  yields  not  more  to  us,  why  it  procures  us  not 
more  happinefs. 

We  bring  therefore  firft  too  little  capacity  for 
pleafure,  and  particularly  for  more  refined  pleafure, 
into  fociety.  Every  one  feeks  and  expeds  pleafure 
from  the  focial  intercourfe  with  others ;  the  want  of 
it  and  the  impof&bility  of  fully  enjoying  it  alone,  is 
the  principal  motive  that  brings  mankind  nearer  to- 
gether, and  affociates  them  with  one  another :  but 
every  one  is  not  capable  of  tjj^s  pleafure.  Of  fuch 
pleafures  indeed,  as  merely  diftrad  and  ftun,  but 
leave  the  heart  void  and  occafion  fhame  and  pain  in 
the  recoUeftion,  every  one  is  capable  :  but  how  fre- 
quently, bow  lamentably  will  he  be  deceived,  who 
#  con- 
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confines  himfelf  to  them  and  feeks  his  happinefs  in 
them  !     How  completely  does  he  mils  of  his. aim! 
But  more  refined  pleafures,  which  occupy  not  only 
the  fenfes,  but  alfo  the  heart  and  the  mind,  imply 
capacities  and  aptitudes,  which  are  by  no  ^  means 
common.     To  the  participation  in  fuch  pleafures 
and  to  the  promotion  of  them,  virtues  and  know- 
ledge of  various  kinds  are  requifite.  —  In  the  firft 
place  knowledge.     By  this  term  I  mean  not  fcien- 
tific  knowledge,  not  properly  erudition.     This  may 
indeed  fupply  the  nobleft  entertainment  among  in- 
timate  friends  who  have  it ;  yet  in  mixed  focieties 
it  no  otherwife  appears  than  incidentally  to  corre£t 
fome  pernicious  error,  or  to  bring  fome  generally 
uiefiil  maxim  into  greater  circulation.    But  what  I 
require  of  all  who  would  truly  enjoy  focial  pleafure, 
are  clear  and  perfpicuous  ideas  of  innumerable  qb- 
jeds  relating  to  man,  his  nature,  his  deflination,  his 
affairs,  his  mod  impoitant  concerns.     He  who  is 
deilitute  of  thefe  parts  of  knowledge,  who  is  com* 
pletely  ignorant ;  who  at  lead  brings  not  into  com- 
pany an  inquifitive  mind  fufeeptible  of  information ; 
who  can  abfolutely  underftand  and  difcourfe  of  no- 
thing except  fubjeds  that  are  fo  trite  and  fo  worn 
out,  that  fcarcely  anybody  elfe  can  hear  them  and 
think  of  them  without  irkfomenefs  and  difguft ; 
who  from  pure  ignorance  is  indifferent  to  every  fub- 
]eQ,  in  which  mankind  fhould  be  mod  interefted : 
how  foon  mufl:  hs  feel  tired  and  occafion  laflitude 
in  others !    How  completely  idle  and  difengaged  is 

he. 
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he,  when  his  fenfes  are  no  longer  occupied !  ttcnt 
totaltv  tDc^able  is  he  of  that  noble  fatisfadion  which 
the  matnal  and  familiar  communication  of  thdr  f^n- 
timents  thdr  obfen'ations  and  remarks,  their  experi- 
ences and  opinions,  procure  to  the  intelligent  and  at- 
tentive i  Wit,  intelligence,  fagacity,  fcience,  art,  all 
is  lofl  upon  him ;  and  how  great  his  lofs  !  What  pleat* 
fares  of  fenfe  alone,  or  amuTements  can  compen- 
fate  it  to  him  ?  —  A  variety  of  virtues,  my  pious 
hearers,  are  no  lefs  effentially  requifite  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  nobler  pteafures  of  fociety,  and  he  who 
does  not  bring  the  former  with  him,  vainly  flatters 
himfelf  Avith  the  latter.  Inordinate,  violent  paflions  : 
what  enemies,  what  deftroyers  of  fodal  pleafurea  ! 
llieir  breath  is  poifon  to  them  all,  and  they  are 
very  often  inftantaneouily  blafted  and  killed  by  their 
looks.  And  under  how  many  deceitful  forms,  un- 
der how  many  fallacious  difguiles  do  thefe  monflers 
find  means  to  fteal  into  fociety  and  fill  it  with  defo- 
lationand  nufery  ?  How  can  the  Iree  and  eafy  en- 
joyment of  pleafure  exift  where  envy  and  jealoufy 
regard  every  excellent  quality  of  another  with  an 
evil  eye,  where  conceitednefs  and  vanity  are  attentive 
only  to  themfelves  and  their  own  perfonal  dillinc- 
tions,  where  the  revengeful  man  is  feeking  to  injure 
and  to  ruin  his  brother,  where  malice  or  calumny  is 
lying  in  wait  to  catch  any  word,  any  gefture,  any  ac- 
tion that  may  render  innocence  fufpeded,  or  coiu 
firm  the  fufpicion  already  raifcd !  Eftranged  from 
all  free  and  eafy  enjoyment  of  pleafure  mufl:  that  fo  . 
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ciety  be,  into  which  fuch  hateful  paflions  have 
found  admilBon.  —  The  mereabfence  of  thefe  vices 
however  will  not  render  mankind 'capable  of  enjoy- 
ing the  nobler  kinds  of  pleafure  in  fociety.  Like- 
wife  the  inattentive,  the  frigid,  the  infenfible,  the  in< 
dlHerent  are  excluded  from  it.  Whoerer  comes  not 
with  fiacere  benevolence  into  the  company  of  his 
brethren ;  whoerer  does  not  obferve  with  compla- 
cency and  fatisfadion,  whatever  of  beautiful  and 
good  they  have  and  do  and  enjoy  ;  whoever  does  not 
rejoice  in  their  inteUeftual  and  corporeal  excellen- 
cies as  well  as  in  his  own  ;  whoever  does  not  per- 
cave  and  feel  in  all  this  the  inexhauftible  goodae& 
of  God  and  the  worth  and  the  dignity  of  man :  to 
him  the  g^ieratity,  the  purell  fources  of  focial 
pleafure  wilt  be  inacceflible.  And  how  foon  will 
they  fail  to  him,  who  brings  not  with  him  for  focial 
conrerfe,  a  liberal  mind  and  an  open  heart ;  who 
retains  the  gloomy  ideas  and  cares  of  intricate  tranf- 
anions  or  untoward  incidents  ;  who  is  cold  and  re- 
ferved,  ndther  opening  himfelf  to  others  nor  taking 
much  intereft  in  what  is  and  happens  around  him. 
No,  my  dear  friends,  in  order  that  the  company  of 
our  brethren  and  converfe  with  them  may  procure 
us  pleafure  of  a  refined  and  elevated  fpecies  :  good, 
virtuous  fentiments  and  affeflions  mull  accompany 
JS  to  them,  and  aduate  our  condud  among  them. 
We  muft  efteem  every  man  as  fuch  without  regard 
to  his  rank  and  fiadon ;   his  looks  and  his  prefence 
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mud  never  be  odious  to  us ;  his  fhining  qualities  muft 
never  be  offenfive,  but  always  refpedable  to  us.  No* 
thing  of  all  that  relates  to  man  fhould  be  foreign  and 
indifferent  to  us ;  we  (hould  take  part  in  his  forrows 
as  well  as  in  his  joys ; '  neither  be  afhamed  of  his  na^ 
tural  weakneffes  and  defeats  nor  our  own,  frequently 
put  ourfelves  in  his  place,  in  his  drcumftances,  and 
always  judge  and  treat  him,  ju(t  as  we  ourfelves  in 
that  (ituation  and  thofe  circumftances  would  wiih 
to  be  judged  and  treated.  We  (hould  in  a  manner 
forget  ourfelves  and  live  folely  in  others  and  for 
others ;  and  inflead  of  difplaymg  our  excellencies  or 
our  pretentions  to  their  difadvantage,  we  (hould  in 
whatever  we  fay  and  propofe  and  do,  have  nothing 
in  view  but  the  general  entertainment  and  the  fatisfac- 
ion  of  all.  The  more  we  promote  this  aim,  the  more 
fatisfa£Uon  and  pleafure  (hall  we  ourfelves  enjoy. 

Another  reafon  of  the  failure  of  focial  happinefs  isr 
this :  we  expefl:  too  much,  or  even  inoompatible 
things  from  focial  life.  We  exped  too  much,  if 
yre  promife  ourfelves  from  it  unmterrupted  pleafure^ 
or  entirely  pure  and  free  from  all  defers  and  imper« 
fedtions.  In  fo  doing  we  forget  that  man  is  by  nature 
a  limited,  frail  and  defe&ive  being,  and  that  we 
live  and  enjoy  our  life  among  creatures  juft  as  li- 
mited, jufl:  as  .infirm  and  frail  as  ourfelves.  We 
forget,  that  almoft  every  focial  pleafure  muft  be  pur- 
chafed  by  feme,  greater  or  fmaller,  facrifice^  and 
entirely  pure  and  unmingled  fatisia^on  is  not  iha^ 

lot 
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lot  of  mortals.  Thus  we  ezped  too  much  from  fa- 
cial life,  when  we  make  ourfelves  the  central  point 
of  all  beiides,  or  fet  up  our  prefent  humour  as  the 
ftandard,  by  which  the  worth  of  every  pleafure  is 
to  be  calculated,  and  by  which  all  others  are  to  re- 
gulate their  focial  occupations  or  amufements,  di- 
vert themfelves  or  not,  in  one  manner  or ^  another. 
How  can  that  be  called  focial  pleafure,  generally 
communicated  and  generally  enjoyed,  if  all  aflemble 
only  for  the  fake  of  one,  and  mult  abfolutely  move 
and  ad  according  to  his  difpofition,  and  (imply  for  his 
gratification  ?  What  a  contradi&ion,  to  require  fo- 
cial pleafure,  without  fociability,  or,  to  enjoy  alone 
in  common  with  others !  Yes,  but  too  frequently 
we  exped  in  this  regard  downright  contradidtory  ef- 
feSts  from  focial  life ;  and  how  can  it  otherwife  be, 
than  that  we  are  cheated  in  our  expedations !  One 
will  merely  receive,  be  entertained  and  amufed,  but 
give  nothing  for  it  in  return,  contribute  nothing  to 
the  entertainment  and  diverfion  of  the  reft ;  will 
merely  learn,  or  colled  information,  but  commu- 
nicate neither  his  perceptions  nor  his  experiences  to 
the  company.  Another  will  only  teach,  only  give 
and  impart  from  his  abundance,  play  the  part  of  a 
rich  man  among  the  poor,  or  of  a  mafter  among  his 
fcholars,  engrofs  the  whole  of  the  converfation,  or 
arbitrarily  didate  the  tone  of  it,  or  if  he  have  coUh 
fequence  or  audacity  enough,  impofe  a  reftraint  on 
every  mind  and  every  heart.  Are  not  thefe  contra- 
didory  requifitions,  abfurd  expedations  i  Can  fo- 
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cial  pleafure  exifl;  without  a  mutual  exchange  of  the^ 
knowledge  and  abilities  of  each,  or  of  the  beautiful 
and  good  which  he  pofTciTes  in  an  eminent  degree  ?• 
Does  it  not  eflentially  confift  in  reciprocally  giving 
and  receiving,  teaching  and  learning  ?  And  can  we 
form  any  conception  of  it  without  perfect  eafe  and  a 
rational  ufe  of  one's  natural  liberty  ? 

LaRly,  my  pious  hearers,  we  allow  prejudice  and 
fafhion  to  deprive  us  of  the  true  and  proper  enjoy- 
ment of  fecial  life,  and  this  too  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal reafons  of  our  complaining  with  fo  much  juf- 
tice  of  the  fcarcity  of  this  pleafure.  On  what  part  of 
our  happinefs  do  not  prejudice  and  fafhion  fpread 
their  baleful  influence  ?  What  fources  of  it  do  they 
not  poifon  ?  And  how  tyrannically  do  they  reign 
over  focial  pleafure !  In  company  it  is  a  rare  thing 
for  mea  to  judge  from  their  own  perceptions  and  feel- 
ings of  what  is  agreeable  or  difagreeable,  proper  or 
improper.  They  generally,  in  oppofition  to  their 
own  fentiments,  agree  in  opinion  with  thofe  who 
in  virtue  of  their  ftation,  their  rank,  their  opulence, 
or  of  fome  accident  or  other,  take  upon  them  to 
prefcribe  the  rules  of  fafliion.  They  abjure  their 
own  ideas  of  tafte,  that  they  may  be  thought  people 
of  tafte  by  others.  In  the  choice  of  their  amufe- 
ments  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  them  they  feldom  con- 
fult  their  real  wants,  or  the  prefent  frame  of  heart 
and  mind.  But  what  is  polite,  what  are  called  po- 
liflied  manners,  what  has  in  its  favour  the  exampb 
and  the  praflice  of  perfons  in  high  life,  decides  on, 
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both  with  the  force  of  fafcinatioiu     Only  that  plea- 
fure  is  held  to  be  real,  covetable  pleafure  which  is 
marked  with  the  authoritative  ftamp  of  fafhion.  One 
would  frequently  be  tempted  to  think,  that  mankind 
were  not  fo  intent  on  the  purfuit  of  pleafure  as  upon 
the  reputation  of  having  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of 
pleafure,  and  of  being  abundantly  provided  with  the 
means  of  it.     And  who  can  be  blind  to  the  manifold 
conftraint,  who  feels  not  himfelf  at  times  the  con- 
ftraint,  we  thus  put  upon  ourfelves  ?     This  being 
the  cafe,  how  can  we  refign  ourfelves  with  eafe  and 
careleffifiefs  to  our  natural  fenfations  ?    How  feldom 
appear  and  communicate  ourfelves  to  others  as  we 
really  are !     What  folicitous  attention  mud  we  ge- 
nerally exert  to  all  our  judgments,  words,  geftures, 
to  our  moft  trifling  actions !     How  feldom  are  the 
tempers  and  fentiments  of  the  company  in  fuch 
perfeft  unifon,  that  they  have  no  need  to  conceal  or 
difguife  their  opinions  from  each  other !     And  how 
often  is  the  enjoyment  of  focial  entertainment  incum- 
bered or  embittered  by  the  laborious  and  expenfive 
preparations  that  are  made  for  it  in  purfuance  of  the 
orders  of  fafliion !     How  much  oftener,  how  much 
more  purely  and  completely  might  we  enjoy  thefe 
pleafures  if  they  required  no  great  trouble  or  ex- 
penfe,  no  extraordinary  preparation,  but  their  whole 
worth  was  determined  by  fincere  goodwill  and  cor- 
dial friendfliip ! 

However  well-founded  therefore  the  complaints 
of  the  want  of  focial  pleafure  and  happinefs  may  be, 
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it  is  no  lefs  manifeil  that  the  caufcs  of  them  liewithitt 
us,  wd  that  properly  we  have  none  but  ourfelves  to 
accufe  on  that  account.  Would  you  then  i-emedjr 
thefe  complaints,  my  pious  hearers,  would  ye  enjoy 
more  fecial  fatisfadion  ;  would  ye  enjoy  it  more 
pure  and  complete :  avoid  the  eiTors  which  have 
hitherto  deprived  you  of  it.  Set  in  earneft  about 
s^cquiring  thofe  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  which 
may  render  you  capable  of  it.  Cultivate  your  un- 
clerftanding  with  care  j  exercife  yourfelves  in  refleft- 
ing  on  whatever  ye  fee  and  hear,  and  thus  colled  a 
(tore  of  knowledge,  various,  ufeful  and  entertaining, 
which  ye  may  exchange  with  your  brethren  againft 
theirs.  Never  make  your  appearance  in  their  com- 
pany without  being  accompanied  and  animated  by 
all  the  focial  virtues.  Shut  up  the  avenues  to  your 
heart  againft  thofe  inimical  paflions  which  difturb 
the  peace  and  kill  the  pleafure  of  fociety,  againft 
envy,  jealoufy,  pride  and  vanity.  Learn  to  efteem 
and  honour  your  fellow  creatures  as  men,  with- 
out regard  to  outward  diftinftions  ;  learn  fincerely 
to  rejoice  in  whatever  is  beautiful  and  good,  let 
who  will  be  the  poffeffor  and  the  doer  of  it  j  learn 
to  turn  your  attention  more  on  what  is  good  and 
excellent,  than  on  what  is  bad  and  defective  in  your 
companions.  Let  benevolence  and  humanity  be  the 
foul  of  all  your  difcourfes  and  aftions,  the  rule  of  your 
judgments,  the  ftandard  of  your  pretenfions.  Take 
a  real  intereft  in  all  the  concerns  of  others.  Re- 
joice with  the  joyful,  weep  with  the  mourner ;  ne- 
ver 
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ver  be  abfent  and  referved,  expand  your  heart  to 
every  fenfation  of  humanity  and  generous  affe£Hon, 
and  likewife  impart  your  fentiments  without  anxious 
refervation  to  others.  —  Never  expe&  from  men 
and  among  mankind  perfectly  pure  and  unmingled 
pleafure  ;  expert  from  no  one  more  than  according 
to  his  capacities,  in  his  circumftances  and  in  his 
Ctuation  he  is  able  to  afford,  and  if  you  yourfelf 
It  and  in  need  of  indulgence  and  candour,  let  others 
experience  the  fame.  Never  require  only  to  receive, 
without  giving  anything  in  return  ;  never  pretend 
to  be  the  principal  perfonage  of  the  company,  or  to 
perform  the  capital  part  in  it ;  never  ufurp  exclu- 
fively  to  yourfelf  all  the  means  of  entertainment  and 
pleafure.  Receive  and  give,  learn  and  teach  alter- 
nately, and  do  and  enjoy  all  things  in  common.  — 
At  the  fame  time,  try  and  eftimate  the  value  of  things, 
not  by  the  reigning  prejudices,  but  by  juft  percepti- 
ons. In  the  feleclion  and  enjoyment  of  your  plea- 
fures  be  not  fwayed  by  the  laws  of  a  fickle  and  often 
tyrannical  fafliion,  but  by  the  laws  of  found  fenfe, 
and  your  own  experience.  Seek  rather  to  be  con- 
tented and  pleafed  than  to  appear  fo.  Be  not  afhamed 
of  preferring  the  care  for  the  health  of  your  mind 
and  your  body  to  every  other  care,  and  even  of  fa- 
crificing  to  it  the  reputation  for  good  breeding  and 
polilhed  manners.  And  if  it  fo  happen  that  you 
jftiuH  after  all  comply  with  the  prevailing  cuftoms 
and  manners,  never  do  it  fo  blindly  and  uncondition- 
ally^, as  to  become  a  flave  to  them.    Maintain  your 
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native  fiberty  with  prudent  moderation,  and  never 
moleft  others  in  the  ufe  oF  theirs.  If  ye  follow  thefe 
precepts  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  my  pious  hearers, 
certainly  many,  nay  mod  of  the  complaints  of  the 
deficiency  in  fodal  pleafure  will  be  remedied,  and  ye 
will  draw  real  happinefs  from  this  fource  alfo. 


«p^rs 


SERMON  LII. 

Caufes  of  the  Deficiency  in  Dcmejiic  Pleafure  and 

Domejiic  Happinefs. 


TT 


/^  OD,  thou  haft  caufed  us  all  to  proceed  from 
one  blood  j    we   compofe   but   one   family, 
whofe  father  and  provider  thou  art.     What  obliga- 
tions to  mutual  efteem  and  afFeclion  arife  from  this 
alliance  !    And  what  fources  of  focial  pleafure  and 
of  focial  happinefs  are  opened  to  us  by  it !     May  we 
fulfil  thefe  duties  with  ever  increafing  fidelity  and 
care,  and  thereby  render  ourfelves  capable  of  en- 
joying in  continually  greater  purity  and  perfe£Uon 
this  pleafure  and  this  happinefs!     Do  thou  teach 
us  thyfelf,  o  compaffionate  father,  ever  better  to  un- 
(Jerftand  thy  defigns  upon  us,  our  neceflities  and 
our  deftination,  and  to  feek  our  happinefs  where, 
according  to  thy  paternal  will,  we  ought  to  feek, 
^nd  certainly  (hiall  find  it.     Teach  us  'always  more 
rightly  to  chufe  between  the  various  pleafures  that 
offer  themfelves  to  us^  and  preferve  us  from  the 
illufions  of  fenfuality  and  prejudice.     Let  our  tafte 
for  whatever  is  beautiful  and  good  be  continually 
more  purified  and  refined  by  the  light  of  truth,  fo ' 
tjiat  we  may  never  quit  the  fafe  path  of  nature  and 
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innocence.  Xiet  wifdom  and  virtue  and  real  piety  be 
our  infeparable  companions  and  guides  on  the  jour- 
ney of  life ;  let  their  precepts,  their  admonitions,  their 
declarations  be  ever  facred  to  us,  and  our  approxi- 
mation to  that  perfedion,  to  which  they  are  adapted 
to  conduft  us,  our  weightieft  concern.  Bellow  thy 
gracious  heavenly  benediftion  in  this  refpeft  alfo 
on  the  confiderations  we  are  now  entering  upon. 
Let  us  inwardly  digeft  their  truth,  have  a  powerful 
fenfe  of  their  importance,  and  become  better  and 
happier  by  them.  For  thefe  things  we  implore  thee, 
the  author  and  difpenfer  of  every  good  and  perfeQ: 
gift,  with  filial  confidence  as  becomes  the  votaries 
of  Jefus,  and  conclude  our  petitions  in  the  form 
which  he  prefc^ibed  :  Our  father,  &c. 

pROV.  iii.  2 1 « 

Let  not  them  depart  from  thine  eyes ;  keep  found  wifdom 

and  difcretion. 

"pvOMESnC  life  is  of  all  the  fources  of  human 
^'^  pleafure  and  human  happinefs  the  moft  copious 
and  abundant ;  and  yet  it  is  that  fource  perhaps, 
which,  at  leafl  in  the  middling  ^nd  higher  claffes  is 
the  feldomefl  and  mofl  fparingly  drawn  from.  It  i$ 
conflantly  open  to  mankind  \  the  ufe  of  it  is  con- 
fined to  no  particular  time ;  neither  toilfome  pre- 
paratives nor  previous  expenditure  are  neceffary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  it.  The  more  pleafure  the  wife 
man  draws  from  this  fource,  the  more  copious  and 

over- 
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overflowing  it  is ;  the  oftener  he  ufes  it^  the  more 
agreeable  it  becomes  to  his  tafte.     Its  enjoyment  is 
not  followed  either  by  iatiety  or  difguft,  and  though 
it  feldom  procures  us  tranfporting  delights,  yet  it  is 
never  deficient  in  mild,  innocent^  and   therefore 
more  durable  fatisfadions.     Adverfe   events  may 
doubtlefs  difturb  and  extenuate  this  fource  of  plea- 
fure,  but  never  can  it  entirely  fail  unlefs  by  our 
own  mifcondud.    All  circumflances,  however  great 
or  fmall,  however  important  or  unimportant,  whe- 
ther they  fignify  much  or  little  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  all  fupport  and  nourifh  it,  all  contribute  to 
fwell  its  {beams,  all  enhance  and  fweeten  their  fla« 
vour.     It  accompanies  and  refreQies  us  in  every 
condition,  in  every   fituadon,  in  every  fcene  and 
every  period  of  life.   It  alone  compenfates  the  want 
of  very  many  other  fources  of  happinefs,  and  with- 
out it  the  enjoyment  of  all  would  foon  grow  infipid, 
or  at  leaft  lofe  much  of  its  value.    Certain  however 
as  all  this  is,  my  pious  hearers,  it  is  no  lefs  fo,  that 
comparatively  but  few  derive  fo  much  pleafure  and 
happinefs  from  this  fource  as  they  might.     But  too 
frequently  is  domeftic  life-  converted  into  a  no  lefs 
fertile  fource  of  trouble  and  mifery.     And  though 
it  Ihould  not  proceed  to  this  extremity,  yet  all  real 
pleafure  is  baniflied  from  it  by  fatiety,  languor, 
coolnefs  and  averfion.    Accordingly  complaints  of  a 
deficiency  in  domeftic  pleafure  are  both  common 
and  various.     Indeed  we  conc^pl  and  fupprefs  as 
much  as  poffible  tb^e  compla^ts,  becaufe  they  al- 

moft 
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moft  always  imply  defers  and  failings  of  whidi 
we  ought  to  be  afhamed.  But  the  difeafe  is  not 
thereby  remedied ;  it  only  becomes  the  more  inve- 
terate and  is  at  laft  incurable.  It  is  unqueftionably 
far  better  to  inveftigate  the  grounds  and  caufes  of 
It,  and  to  confider  of  the  proper  means  to  remove 
it.  And  this  we  will  now  do,  my  dear  friends. 
We  will  inquire  into  the  principal  caufes  which  oc- 
cafion  that  defeft  of  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic 
happinefs  whereof  fo  many  complain. 

The  principal  caufes  of  this  defed  lie  in  feveral 
other  defedte  :  in  the  defefl:  of  mutual  efteem  and 
affeftion ;  in  the  defefl:  of  a  certain  degree  of  partici- 
pation ;  in  the  defeft  of  a  tafte  for  fimple  and  inno- 
cent pleafures ;  in  the  defeft  of  refources  of  enter- 
tainment and  of  enjoyment  5  laftly  in  the  defeft  of 
neceflary  quiet  and  retirement.  Five  fpecies  o£ 
defefts,  which  muft  all  more  or  lefs  be  attended 
with  a  defed  in  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  hap- 
pinefs. 

Defeft  of  mutual  efteem  and  affeftion  is  therefore 
the  firft  and  certainly  one  of  the  leading  caufes  of 
the  defeft  in  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  happi- 
nefs.    Would  1  court  the  fociety  and  the  converfe^ 
could  I  be  briflc  and  gay  in  the  fociety  and  converft; 
of  one  of  whom  I  entertain  an  ill  opinion,  to  whom 
I  afcribe  no  good  qualities,  no  honeft  fentiments, 
no  merits  in  regard  to  myfelf  or  others,  whom  I 
think  incapable  of  teaching  me  anything,  of  helping 
and  affifting  me  in  anything,  or  of  contributing  any 

thing 
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thing  to  my  h24)pine&  ?   And  how  frequently  is  not 
this  the  cafe  between  relatives  and  merpbers  of  fa- 
milies !     How  frequently  is  it  not  fordid  interefl  or 
blind  pailion  that  knits  the  mod  facred  and  indif- 
foluble  of  all  ties !     And  when  once  the  charm  of 
the  purchafed  or  inveigled  prize  has  loft  its  novelty, 
when  paiBon  gives  way  to  calm  refledion,  how  foon 
muft  that  connexion   be  weakened  or    diffolved 
which  was  only  cemented  by  lucre  or  paflion !  This 
gro&  deception  however  out  of  the  cafe,  how  fre- 
quently do  we  build  our  domefHc  happinefs  on  ex- 
pedations  that  are  contrary  both  to  the  nature  of 
wan  and  of  things !  We  expeO:  from  human  beings 
fuperhuman  perfis£tion :  capacities  without  limita- 
tion, virtues  without  a  flaw,  light  without  (hade. 
We  exped  pleafure  without  any  trouble,  joy  with- 
out any  appendage  of  forrow  and  care.     Is  the  ex- 
pe£btion,  as  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  unfulfilled ;  we 
imagine  ourfelves  deceived,  defrauded  :  overlook  all 
the  beautiful  and  good  that  really  exifts  in  the  ob- 
jeft  of  our  difappointment ;  efteem  it  not  accordinp* 
to  its  intrinfic  worth,  but  according  to  the  extrava- 
gant, fantaflical  image  which  we  had  previoufly 
formed  of  it ;  enumerate  all  the  real  and  imaginary 
blemiihes  of  it  with  the  utmoft  accuracy,  and  com- 
plain of  unmerited  misfortime.     How  can  mutual 
eflieem  and  aflfe&ion  be  there,  and  how  without  it 
domefUc  happinefs  be  enjoyed !     Confequences  not 
lefs  pernicious  frequently  attend  on  imprudence.  We 
fliould  be  led  almoft  to  imagiae  that  domeflic  life, 

that 
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that  the  nuptial  tie  exempts  us  from  the  obligation 
of  obferving  the  rules  of  propriety  and  decorum* 
We  therefore  entirely  ceafe  from  keeping  a  guard 
over  ourfelves  and  preferving  a  clear  confdoufhefs 
of  our  a£Uons,  refign  ourfelves  without  referve  to 
our  natural  or  aflumed  infirmities  and  feilmgs,  make 
no  fcruple  of  fhewing  ourfelves  in  an  unfavourable 
or  difgufling  Iight>  abufe  the  rights  of  familiarity 
and  franknefs  even  to  infult,  and  are  apt  to  perfuade 
ourfelves,  that  perfons,  who  are  fo  intimately  con- 
neded  together,  have  no  need  of  reciprocal  in- 
dulgence and  candour.  How  very  much  however, 
by  fuch  imprudent  behaviour,  mqft  efteem  and  af- 
fedion,  thofe  two  main  columns  of  domeftic  happi*- 
nefs,  be  ihaken !  How  much  more  frequently  mud 
this  fort  of  condufl;  alienate  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
are  guilty  of  it,  than  unite  them  more  completely 
together !  How  much  oftener  difturb  and  embitter 
their  union  and  their  intercourfe,  than  alleviate  and 
fweeten  it !  No,  my  pious  heaters,  would  ye  enjoy 
domeftic  happinefs,  raife  it  on  the  folid  bafis  of  ten- 
demefs  and  efteem.  Never  expeft  more  of  one  an^ 
other,  than  either  party,  according  to  your  feveral 
capacities,  endowments,  education,  circumftances 
and  fituation  is  able  to  afford.  Expeft  not  from  one 
another  faultlefs,  perfect  and  uninterrupted  fatifr 
faftion,  but  always  a  variety  of  imperfeflions  and 
frailties,  a  variety  of  troubles  and  uneafinefs.  Ac- 
cuflom  yourfelves  therefore  to  reihark  rather  the 
good  and  excellent,  than  the  bad  and  defeftive,  that 

either 
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either  of  you  pofiefles,  and  be  as  careful  to  hold  up 
to  the  light  and  to  rgoice  in  the  former,  as  to  ex- 
cufe  and  conceal  the  latter.  Shew  either  to  other 
the  greater  tendemefs  and  indulgence,  the  greater 
opportunity  and  means  you  have  of  more  clearly  per«  . 
ceiving  the  proximate  and  remoter  occafions  of  your 
mutual  infirmities  and  failings.  At  the  fame  time 
never,  never  lofe  fight  yourfelf,  of  what  is  pro- 
per and  decorous;  let  reciprocally  the  other  per- 
ceive as  little  as  poflible  your  fulings  and  defeds } 
let  neither  be  indifferent  to  the  judgment  and  ap- 
probation of  the  other,  but  each  of  you  take  pains  to 
convey  to  the  other,  by  the  ufe  of  all  legitimate  and 
allowable  means,  a  good  opinion  of  yourfelf,  or  to 
confirm  it  if  already  entertained.  Thus  alone  can 
you  be  animated  by  mutual  efteem  and  tendernefs, 
and  when  you  are  animated  by  them,  what  fources  of 
domefUc  pleafure  will  they  not  open  to  you !  Where 
will  it  be  poffible  for  you  to  feek  and  find  greater 
fadsfaftion  and  felicity,  than  where  you  may  fafely 
reckon  upon  mutual  tendemefs  and  efteem  ? 

Want  of  mutual  participation  is  another  caufe  of 
a  deficiency  in  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  hap» 
pinefs.  Living  and  converting  with  perfons  to 
whofe  concerns,  occupations,  undertakings,  views 
and  expe&ations,  to  whofe  forrows  and  fatisfadions 
we  are  totally  indifferent :  how  foon  muft  the  fource 
of  entertainment  and  pleafure  fail!  How  infipid 
muft  be  the  intercourfe,  how  dull  the  conver- 
iations,  where  each  purfues  his  own  meditations, 
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broods  over  his  own  cares  and  troubles,  entertains 
himfelf  with  abfent  perfons  and  objeds,  or  rumi- 
nates on  the  execution  of  his  private  fchemes! 
What  a  painful  conftraint,  what  an  unnatural  fitu- 
ation,  to  have  fo  many  important  concerns  in  com- 
mon, and  yet  not  view,  confider,  regulate,  pro- 
vide for  and  tranfa£t  them  together !  No,  without 
the  moft  diverfified  and  fincere  participation  in 
whatever  relates  to  perfons  fo  clofely  united,  no 
domeilic  pleafure,  no  domeftic  happinefs  is  poilible. 
The  more  concerns  they  have  in  common;  the 
more  intimately  and  infeparably  their  welfare  is 
bound  together ;  the  lefs  one  can  be  eafy  and  con- 
tented without  the  other :  fo  much  the  lefs  fhould 
anything  that  they  propofe  and  do  be  foreign  and 
indifferent  to  them.  It  is  not  however  my  meaning, 
that  one  fhould  interfere  in  the  bufmefs  of  the 
other,  that  one  fhould  trouble  the  other  with  formal 
direftions  about  aflfairs,  without  competent  know- 
ledge, or  that  one  ought  to  deliver  an  account  of 
them  to  the  other  as  to  his  judge  and  fuperion 
But  if  they  would  be  bleffed  with  union  and  af- 
feftion,  in  how  many  other  matters  may  and  fhould 
they  not  take  a  warm  and  lively  interefl !  .  How 
much  eafier  is  that  grief  to  be  borne,  which  a  man 
fliares  with  the  friend  of  his  heart !  How  much 
more  charming  is  eveiy  pleafant  profpefl:,  on  which 
we  can  expatiate  in  common  with  one  who  takes  an 
equal  interefl  in  it !  How  much  fweeter  does  that 
fatis&£tion  tafle,  which  we  enjoy  in  common  with 

him! 
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him!  And  when  is  an  opportunity  wanting  for 
gi\dng  encouragement,  confolation,  advice,  relief  to 
each  other,  and  thus  alleviating  the  troubles  and 
hardihips  of  life  ?  How  much  more  juftly  in  gene- 
ral do  we  judge  of  objeds,  when  we  coniider  them 
in  company  with  fome  other  perfon,  whom  we  have 
no  need  to  diftruft,  on  whofe  candour  and  efteem 
we  may  fafely  rely,  even  in  our  failings  and  mif- 

takes. Would  ye  therefore  enjoy  domeftic 

pleafure,  domeftic  happinefs,  my  pious  hearers ;  be 
not  fullen  and  refer^'ed  towards  each  other.  Com- 
municate together  your  fentiments,  your  feelings, 
your  intentions,  your  folicitudes,  your  fufferings 
and  fatisfadions  in  amicable  confidence.  Nothing 
that  concerns  the  other,  trifling  and  infignificant  as  it 
may  be  or  appear,  fliould  be  ftrange  or  indiflferent 
to  you.  The  more,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
and  your  mutual  flrength  or  weaknefs  admit,  the 
more  ye  reciprocally  bear  and  forbear,  in  common  ' 
do  and  enjoy,  the  lighter  that  burden  will  be  to 
you,  the  more  agreeable  this  pleafure.  With  united 
powers  we  can  bear  a  great  deal  without  finking 
beneath  it,  and  of  the  good  that  we  enjoy  in  common 
we  Ihall  not  eafily  be  cloyed. 

Want  of  tafte  for  innocent  and  fimple  pleafures 
is  a  third  caufe  of  the  failure  of  domeftic  pleafure 
and  domeftic  happinefs.  The  pleafures  of  domeftic 
life  are  indeed  not  riotous,  not  ftupefying ;  they 
tranfport  us  not  into  a  new  and  ftrange  world ;  they 
are  not  attended,  like  many  of  the  focial  pleafures, 

with 
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with  a  total  forgetfulnefe  of  ourfelyes^  of  the  re* 
htions  in  which  we  are  placed^  and  of  our  condition : 
they  are  mild  and  retired  ;  they  imply  a  clear  con-> 
fdoufhefs  of  our  conneftions  and  rational  reflexion 
upon  them ;  they  are  confined  to  a  narrow  circle  of 
perfons  and  things,  and  are  then  moft  harmlelii  and 
delicious  when  we  quit  them  the  lead.  But  fuch 
pleafures  are  not  to  the  tafte  of  every  one.  Pleafure 
and  diilradion,  ftupefa£tion,  oblivion  of  onefelf  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  too  many,  fynonymous  terms. 
They  feek  the  former  there  alone,  where  they 
hope  to  find  the  latter.  Domeftic  life  therefore  has 
but  little  charms  for  them.  What  they  fee  and  hear 
in  that  fociety  feems  too  uniform,  too  dull,  and  has 
too  few  attradions  for  their  faflidious  minds  and 
their  depraved  tafte.  They  have  no  defire  to  live 
at  home  and  to  themfelves,  but  to  be  and  think  and 
live  in  the  obfervation  and  opinion  of  others.  The 
Iphere  of  entertainment  and  fatisfaftion  afligned 
them  by  nature,  is  too  narrow  for  them  ;  they  con- 
ceive thefe  falutary  rcftriftions  to  be  grievous  bonds, 
and  go  to  look  for  greater  liberty  or  licentiouIheii» 
in  the  arms  of  real  bondage  and  flavery ;  they  mfli 
into  what  is  ftyled  the  great  world,  in  queft  of  what 
they  might  far  more  furely  and  completely  find  in 
the  little  circle  of  their  family.  And  in  fo  doing 
how  much  they  lofe  !  How  numerous,  how  pure, 
how  fatisfying  are  the  fimple,  innocent  pleafures  of 
domeftic  life !  Every  found  opinion,  every  proper 
cxpreffion,  every  generous  fentiment,  every  virtu- 
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t^  amotion,  that  is  ther^  uttered ;  erery  juft  and 
liatudable  adion^  which  is  the  topic  of  difcourfe  ; 
every  inftance  of  efteem  and  approbation^  every  en* 
couragement  to  good,  every  word  of  confolation  in 
fuSering  that  is  there  adminiftered ;  every  friendly 
and  familiar  converfation  that  is  there  carried  on  ; 
every  mutual  expanfion  and  exundation  of  the  heart : 
how  delightful  to  the  uncorrupted  tafte !  And  then, 
xny  pious  hearers,  the  equal  participation  in  traiiling 
the  young  fufceptible  fouls  to  wifdom  and  virtue^ 
to  be  ufeful  citizens  and  rational  chrifUans ;  the  care 
to  fow  none  but  good  feed^  in  their  hearts ;  the 
view  of  every  opening  bloflbm  of  their  intellefl  and 
their  good  difpofidons;  the  obfervation  of  every 
progreffive  (lep  they  make  on  the  path  chalked  out 
to  them ;  the  profpeft  of  their  future  worth  and 
ufefulnefs:  what  fources  of  the  moft  refined  do- 
meftic  pleafure  muft  this  open  to  thofe  who  know 
how  to  prize  it  according  to  its  value !  How  greatly 
fuperior  are  the  fadsfa£Hons  of  this  nature  to  all  the 
far-famed  pleafures  of  the  faihionable  world !  How 
much  more  fubftantial,  how  much  more  pure,  how 
much  more  farisfying  both  in  the  enjoyment  and  in 
the  recollection  are  thofe  than  thefe !  And  how 
much  nearer  they  lie  to  us  !  How  much  more  freely 
and  fully  may  we  enjoy  them !  How  much  more 
food,  how  much  founder  nourifhment  do  they  yield 
to  the  mind  and  the  heart !  — ^  Would  ye  therefore 
enjoy  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  happineiTs,  my 
pious  hearers ;  corred  and  refine  your  t^fte.  Learn 
VOL.  11.  B  £  to 
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to  prefer  the  natural  to  the  artifidal,  the  fimple  to 
the  complicated ;  learn  to  prefer  reality  to  appear* 
ance ;  to  prefer  your  own  to  borrowed  riches.  In 
the  choice  of  your  pleafures  have  greater  regard  to 
ihe  wants  of  your  nature  and  to  your  proper 
deftination,  than  to  the  reputation  in  which  they  are 
held.  Remark  the  decided  influence  which  thefe  or 
the  other  pleafureis  have  upon  your  health,  on  the 
peiace  and  fatisfaftim  of  your  mind,  and  judge  oi 
their  worth  accordingly.  Tour  principal  mazini 
herein  fhould  be  this :  the  more  innocent,  the  more 
natural  and  fimple  any  pleafure  is,  the  more  durable 
and  honourable  will  it  be. 

Defed  of  refources  or  means  of  entertainment 
and  of  enjoyment  is  a  fourth  cau&  of  a  deficiency  in 
domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  happinels.  To  the 
fumifhing  of  entertainment,  and  particularly  of  en- 
tertainment in  a  contraded  circle,  a  variety  of  ma- 
terials is  requifite  to  prevent  the  fource  of  it  firom 
fpeedily  drying  up  and  giving  place  to  dullnefs  and 
infipidity,  and  the  enjoyment  fiiould  be  diverfified 
by  liberal  and  refined  fentiments,  to  prevent  its  pro- 
ceeding to  fatiety  or  degenerating  into  languor.  He 
who  brings  with  him  into  domeftic  life  an  empty 
head  and  a  cold  heart ;  he  who  can  abfolutely  find 
no  entertainment  in  any  but  the  moft  trivial  fub- 
je£ts,  and  can  only  be  moved  or  agitated  by  (farong 
.  fenfible  imprefiions :  fhould  not  indeed  promife 
himfeif  much  pleafure,  much  happinels  firom  this 
mode  of  life.    He  is  deficient  in  the  principal  re- 

ources 


fources  for  both  the  one  and  the  other.  The  mere 
pleafures  of  fenfe  are  prefently  eiiJiaufted^  as  well  as 
the  trifling  occurrences  and  events  of  ti^  day.  But 
when  perfons  thus  nearly  allied  bring  mto  the  union, 
a  reflecting  mind  and  a  well  regulated'  heart  {  when 
they  have  a  decided  tafte  for  whatever  is  tru^  and 
beautiful  and  good ;  when  they  poiTefS  the  inclina:> 
don  iuid  the  capacity  for  inftruding  and  being  in« 
ftrufted }  when  the  reading  of  a  good  inllrudive 
book  together  fupplies  the  place  of  fafhionable  vifits ; 
when  they  take  a  hearty  intereft  in  whatever  con- 
jcems  mankind  and. the  events  of  their  lives.;  when 
they  ftrive  with  combined  forces  after  fuperior  at-* 
lainments  in  wifdom  and  virtue;  after  farther  pro<* 
grefs  in  moral  perfedion ;  when  in  fhort  they  hold 
religion  for  their  mod  important  concern,  and  to« 
gether  enjoy  the  fatisfaftions  of  an  enlightened  piety 
and  a  rational  devotion :  will  they,  can  they  ever  be 
.wanting  in  abundant,  inexhauftible  fources  of  plea* 
fure  and  ha4)pinefs  i  Would  ye  therefore  partake 
in  this  pleafure  and  this  happine&,  my  devout  audi* 
tors,  ftudy  to  underftand  and  to  ufe  thofe  fources* 
Study  to  acquire  thofe  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
which  will  render  you  fufceptible  of  that  pleafure, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Study  to  know  yourfelf 
.  and  the  true  end  of  your  creation,  and  to  prize  and 
revere  whatever  may  conduce  to  the  attainment 
of  it.  Learn  to  hold  wifdom  and  virtue  for  what 
they  are,  and  rejoice  more  in  every  ftep  you  ad- 
vance towards  human  and  chriftian  per£edion  than 
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h  the  mod  ihining  accomplifhments  and  the  mod: 
fplendid  gifb  of  fcntune.  Let  reHgion  be  your  coiu 
ftant  companiony  and  the  fentiment  of  God  and  fti- 
turitj  the  foul  of  yomr  harmlefs  pleafures.     So  will 

r 

flxey  moft  afluredly  have  variety,  novelty  and  at- 
tra&ions  enough  for  you,  and  fatiety  and  languor 
\frill  be  totally  unknown  to  you. 

To  conclude,  my  devout  audience,  the  want  of 
Heceflary  quiet  and  retirement  is  likewife  a  caufe  of 
the  failure  of  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  hap- 
pinefs.  He  who  is  driven  to  and  fro  at  the  mercy 
of  any  inordinate  paflion,  be  it  avarice,  or  ambition^ 
or  vanity,  or  envy  and  jealoufy  j  he  who  is  tied  to 
his  work  and  his  affairs  with  anxious  folidtude,  and 
allows  thefe  cares  to  attend  and  perfecute  him  every- 
where ;  he  who  thinks  and  zGts  not  upon  found 
principles,  but  as  chance,  caprice  and  humour  di* 
red,  lives  in  perpetual  contradi&ion  with  himfelf, 
never  rightly  knows  what  he  would  or  would  not, 
and  is  almoft  always  diiTatisfied  with  himfelf,  and 
with  the  world  around  him :  that  man  is  not  capable 
of  domeftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  happineis.  His 
temper  would  rather  poifon  every  pleafure  and  de- 
ftroy  every  kind  of  happinefs.  Such  a  wretched 
being  as  this  may  run  from  one  fcene  of  revelry  to 
another,  from  one  ftupe£aidive  amufement  to  an- 
other, in  queft  of  that  tranquillity  which  every- 
where eludes  his  fearcb,  becaufe  he  feeks  it  not 
there  where  it  is  only  to  be  found.  Would  ye  find 
this  precious  reft,  and  with  it  the  capacity  for  do- 
meftic 
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meftic  pleafure  and  domeftic  happinefs ;  fed&  it  ia 
your  heart.  Impofe  filence  on  your  clamorous  lufts 
and  afFe£Hons.  Break  the  fetters  in  which  vile  paf- 
fions  keep  you  bound.  Dired  all  your  appetites  to 
the  ends  for  which  they  were  implanted.  Work 
with  unabating  diligence  at  the  correction  of  your 
temper  and  the  amendment  of  your  life.  Study  to 
acquire  a  tafte  for  calm  exercUes  of  meditation  and 
prayer.  Study  conflantly  to  think  and  a6l  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  you  may  be  fatisfied  with  God^  with 
yourfelf  and  with  all  your  fellow-creatures,  aikl 
need  neither  blufh  for  the  prefent,  nor  anxiouily 
dread  the  future.  Never  entirely  lofe  fight  of  your- 
felf and  the  relations  in  which  you  are  placed ; 
avoid  carefully  whatever  may  drown  reflexion  or 
difturb  your  inward  compofure;  and  then  com^ 
with  a  liberal  mind  and  a  tranquil  heart  into  the  cir- 
cle of  your  family  and  friends,  where  you  will  infal- 
libly not  feek  for  pleafiire  and  happinefs  in  vain» 


»J^3 


SERMON    Lin. 

Frudential  Rula  to  be  obferved  in  judging  of  the  Haf* 

fine/i  of  other  Perfons* 


/^OD,  thou  doeft  good  to  all,  and  thy  mercy  is 
over  all  thy  works.  Happlnefs  is  the  end  to 
which  thou  haft  created  and  deftined  all^  and  never 
canft  thou,  the  Omnipotent  and  Omnifcient,  fail  of 
thy  purpofe.  But  happinefis  the  moft  diverfified  in 
kind,  the  moft  various  in  degree  1$  the  mark  and 
the  prise  which  thou  haft  fet  before  us*  Every  ftage 
of  our  eiiftence  determines  our  temporary  capacity 
and  our  behaviour  its  nature  and  its  magnitude. 
One  thou  condu£teft  fooner,  another  later,  one 
along  a  fmooth  and  eaiy  way,  another  by  toilfome, 
thorny  paths,  one  already  in  the  prefent,  another 
not  until  the  future  life,  to  the  enjoyment  of  it.  At 
prefent  we  judge  concerning  the  means  whereby 
thou  attaineft  thy  defign,  as  fhort-fighted  ignorant 
mortals,  judge  often  faUely  of  them,  do  not  always 
perceive  the  juftice  and  benignity  of  thy  wife  oeco* 
nomy  on  earth,  and  many  times  lament  and  com- 
plain, where  there  is  no  a£tual  reafon  for  it.  For- 
give us,  thy  frail,  thy  feeble  children,  and  teach  us 
ynih  ever  greater  impartiality  to  view  and  to  judge  of 

our 
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our  condition  and  that  of  our  brethren,  to  confider 
the  true  end  and  deftiniation  both  of  them  and  us 
continually  more  in  their  whole  extent,  and  thus 
continually  open  to  us  new  fources  of  (atisfitdioa 
spd  of  gratitude  towards  thee,  the.  erer-flowing 
fountain  of  ben^nity  and  love.  Blefs  in  this  view 
the  contemplations  we  are  now  to  commence.  Let 
them  be  inftrumental  in  thy  holy  hand  to  extend  our 
perceptions,  to  corred  our  judgments,  to  ihew  us  the 
inftitutions  and  ordinances  which  thou  haft  eftablifh« 
ed  among  mankind  in  an  adorable  light,  and  furniibi 
us  with  new  arguments  for  content  and  acquief* 
cence.  As  the  votaries  of  thy  beloved  Jefus  we  put 
up  thefe  our  prayers  to  thee  in  childlike  boldnds, 
and  invoke  thee  further  in  his  iacred  name.  Our 
father,  &c. 

PSALM  cxlv.  1 5. 

Tboa  openeft  thine  hand,  and  fatisfieft  the  defire  of  eTery 

living, thing* 

1)ROPERLY  to  eftimate  and  determme  of  the 
happinefs  of  our  fellow-creatures,  is  of  greater 
^confequence  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine,  my  devout 
aodknce.  How  otherwife  could  we  entertain  fuch 
fentiments  and  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  towards 
God,  the  Ibverdgn  ruler  of  the  world,  and  towards 
mankind,  our  brethren,  as  truth  and  our  duty  re- 
quire ?  Does  not  the  judgment  that  we  pafs  on  the 
t>n}inance6  md  inftitutions  of  Qod,  on  liis  over-ruling 

B  B  4  provi- 
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providence  and  the  adminiftration  of  his  govern- 
ment  in  human  afiairs  greatly  depend  on  the  right 
er  wrong  eftimates  we  form  of  human  happinefs  ? 
Do  not  the  efteem  and  affedion,  or  the  coolnefs 
^nd  contempt  with  which  we  regard  and  treat  otheiy^ 
in  a  great  meafure  depend  on  it ;  does  not  the 
complacency  or  the  diflatisfadicm  with  which  we 
iive  and  walk  among  them  and  converfe  with  them, 
depend  upon  it  ?  This  due  eftimation  of  human 
bappineis  is  indeed  attended  with  great  difficulties* 
Appearances  are  here  extremely  fallacious.  •  Hap- 
pinefs is  an  affair  of  fentiment.  It  refides  and  is  feen 
more  in  domeftic  than  in  fodal  life,  more  in  fUllnefe 
and  retirement,  than  in  the  tumult  of  company  and 
in  the  fiace  of  the  world.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  feen 
in  a  great  diverfity  of  ways  ;  it  prefents.  itfelf  hi  a 
vaft  variety  of  forms  ;  it  is  as  different  as  the  confli- 
tution,  the  temper^  thcj  education,  the  culture,  the 
habits  of  life,  the  connexions  of  mankind.  Its  mag- 
nitude is  not  abfolutely  fixed  and  determined,  and 
cannot  in  all  men  be  meafured  by  one  and  the 
lame  flandard.  It  is  always  analogous  to  the  par-^ 
ticular  cirumftances,  fituations,  capacities,  aSe^ons, 
wants,  habits  of  the  individual.  We  may  however 
preferve  ourfelves  from  many  prevailing  errors  and 
prejudices  in  this  refpeft,  and  learn  in  general  to 
judge  more  jufUy  on  this  head»  by  exercifmg  our- 
felves in  refleftion  upon  it.  This  we  will  now  do, 
my  devout  hearers.  We  will  namely  employ  Qur- 
ielves  in  the  contemplation  of  a  few  prudential  rules 

to 
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to  be  obferved  ia  judging  of  the  happinefs  of  others. 
This  contemplation  will  at  once  iiluflrate  the  decla- 
ration of  the  plalmift  in  our  text :  God,  thou  opened 
diine  hand,  and  fatisfieft  the  defire  of  every  living 
thing,  and  fupply  us  vith  convincing  arguments  of 

Wouldft  thou  then,  my  chriilian  brother,  propeilj 
eftimate  and  judge  of  the  happinefs  of  others ;  mea- 
fiire  not  the  wants  of  thy  brother  by  thine  own. 
Every  (lation,  every  clafs,  every  generation,  every 
age  of  man,  every  individual  has  its  peculiar  wants. 
The  countryman  and  the  townfman ;  the  youth  and 
the  hoary  head ;  the  rich  and  the  poor  y  the  learn- 
ed and  the  unlearned ;  he  who  is  brought  up  in  the. 
lap  of  eafe  and  luxury,  and  he  who  is  hardened  by 
labour  and  toil }  the  man  refined  by  arts  and  fci« 
ences,  and  the  rude  uncultivated  child  of  nature : 
how  great  the  difference  that  in  this  refped  fubfifts 
between  them !  How  various  their  wants !  How 
numberlefs  and  infatiable  with  the  one ;  how  confined 
and  eafily  fupplied  with  the  others !  Thou  haft  per* 
haps  a  thoufand  wants  in  regard  to  thy  body,  to  thy 
mind,  to  thy  dwelling,  thy  drefs,  the  whole  of  thy 
external  condition,  which  millions  of  perfons  know 
nothing  of,  of  which  th,ey  have  never  once  heard,  the 
gratification  whereof  they  therefore  neither  feek  nor 
defire ;  and  wants  which  we  know  not,  feel  not,  by 
which  we  are  not  preffed,  are  in  h6t  not  wants.  They 
may  it  is  true  be  defirable  goods,  real  advantages; 
t>ut  fo  long  as  they  are  not  held  to  be  fuch  and  not 

required 
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required  by  fome  one,  the  abfence  of  them  cannot 
produce  mifery  id  him.  He  may  be  as  happy,  per« 
haps  happier,  more  contented  and  pleafed,  than  thou 
art.  The  fewer  wants  he  has,  and  the  more  fimple 
and  natural  they  are,  the  more  eafily  and  furely  he 
can  fupply  them  :  as  on  the  other  hand  thy  cares^ 
diy  troubles,  thy  defers,  thy  difappointments,  are. 
increafed  in  proportion  as  thy  wants  increafe.  Clafe 
therefore  no  one  among  the  number  of  the  unhaj^y, 
pty  therefore  no  one  as  miferable,  becaufe  he  is  not 
lodged,  not  fed,  not  apparelled,  not  waited  upon,  as 
thou  art ;  becaufe  he  poflefles  not  and  knows  not 
a  thoufand  things,  which  by  thee  are  deemed  ne« 
ceflary  ingredients  of  propriety  and  convenience, 
without  which,  in  thy  opinion,  thou  couldft  not  live, 
at  leaft  not  live  contented  and  pleafed.  Probably  this 
defed  may  be  compenfated  to  him  by  many  more 
efiential  benefits ;  probably  thefe  very  deficiencies 
may  be  the  foundation  of  his  happinefs,  of  his  health 
and  vigour,  of  his  bufy  and  unfolicitous  life,  free 
from  the  languor  of  idteoefs;  free  from  the  fatiety 
which  follows  eafe  and  indulgence,  and  the  difguft 
that  waits  on  the  (ickly  appetite. 

Wottldft  thou  farther,  my  chriftian  friend,  pro^ 
perly  eftimate  and  judge  of  the  happiness  of  others } 
beware  of  poizing  the  troubles  and  burdens  which 
they  bear,  the  afflidions  which  befall  them,  the  wantt 
which  they  feel,  againft  the  weight  with  which 
fimilar  evils  opprefs  or  would  opprefs  thee.  The 
troubles  and  burdens,  under  which  thou  perhaps 

wouldit 
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wouldft  be  cruflied,  are  borne  by  a  thoufand  others 
^th  ereded  heads  and  undaunted  fpirits,  are  per- 
haps not  troubles  and  burdens  at  all  to  them.  Thofe 
affliftions  which  perhaps  would  deprive  thee  of  every 
pleafure  and  comfort  of  life,  which  would  refider 
thee  impatient  and  difconfolate,  thoufands  of  th^ 
brethren  would  endure  without  murmur  and  com- 
plaint, nor  be  prevented  by  them  from  the  blithe  en- 
joyment of  life ;  becaufe  they  meafure  them  by  a 
different  ftandard,  and  experience  them  in  a  different 
fituation,  among  different  people,  in  different  circum- 
flances,  relations  and  habitudes.  The  want  of  this 
pr  that  diftin^on,  fome  augmentation  to  thy  fortune^ 
which  would  perhaps  completely  overpower  thee 
and  plunge  the^  }n  defpondence,  is  to  a  numerous 
clafs  of  thy  fellow-beings  no  real  want,  or  habit  has 
reconciled  them  to  it,  and  deprived  it  of  every 
thing  oppreflive  Or  difgracefiil  in  their  eyes.  Judge 
not  likewife  then  in  this  refpeft  too  haftily  from  thy- 
felf  concerning  others.  Conceive  of  their  happinefs 
or  their  mifery  not  froih  the  panicular  troubles  and  , 
burdens,  from  the  peculiar  fufferings  and  wants,  to 
which  they  are  fubjeft.  Compare  the  whole  of  their 
condition  with  thine,  fet  their  powers  againft  thine» 
and  negled  not  to  take  into  the  account  their  educa- 
tion, their  manner  of  life,  their  habits,  their  way  of 
thinking  Sind  feeling,  their  relations  towards  extrin- 
fic  objects  and  particularly  towards  the  fociety  to 
which  they  belong*  This  will  fave  thee  many  idle 
complaints,  many  anxious  fighs,  much  unreafon- 

able 
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«ble  compailioiiy  perhaps  feveral  doubts  and  per« 
plexities  in  regard  to  the  methods  of  divine  provi* 
dence,  and  enable  thee  to  live  and  to  converfe  with 
naankind,  thy  brethren,  with  greater  fatisfadion. 

A  third  cautionary  rule  in  judging  of  the  hap* 
pmefs  of  other  perfons  is  this  :  make  not  thy  fehfi- 
Inlity  and  thy  tafte  the  (landard  of  theirs.     Think 
Bot  that  they  are  equally  afFe£ked,   equally  rejoiced 
or  diitrefied  at  whatever  befalls  them,  with   thee. 
Nor  that  they  all  have  the  fame  fenfe  for  the  beautiful 
and  good,  or  for  the  contrary,  as  thou  haft.    No,  all 
objefts,  good  or  evil,  agreeable  or  difagreeable,  make 
not  the  iame  impref&ons  on  all  mankind  as  they 
make  on  thee,  neither  are  they  fo  rapid,  nor  fo  ftrong, 
nor  fo  lafting  with  one  as  with  another.     If  with  one 
they  do  no  more  than  glide  as  it  were  over  the  fur-- 
face  of  his  body  or  his  mind,  yet  they  deeply  affed 
and  wound  another.     If  they  fcarcely  excite  the  at- 
tention of  one,  another  will  be  ravi(hed  and  trans- 
ported by  them.  If  they  accompany  one  at  all  times 
and  perfecute  him  without  intermiffion,  with  another 
ihey  quickly  pafs  away  and  leave  not  a  trace  behind. 
Here  much  depends  on  the  natural  texture  of  the  or- 
gans of  .fenfe,  on  the  fuperior  or  inferior  cultivation 
of  the  mind  and  tafte,  and  the  method  that  has  been 
purfued  in  fo  doing,  on  the  intercourfe  with  perfons  of 
this  or  th3  other  organization  and  temper,  on  habtt 
and  mode  of  life,  and  the  like.    As  various  as  thefe 
feveral  qualities  are  among  mankind  :  fo  various  is 
the  degree  of  their  fenftbility,  and  therefore  likewife 
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of  the  influence  which  it  has  on  their  happinefs  or 
their  mifery.     Never  therefore  canft  thou,  my  chrif- 
tian  brother,  from  the  effe£b  which  certain  agreea«- 
able  or  difagreeable  accidents  have  upon  thee ;  draw 
any  lafe  inferences  concerning  the  effefls  which 
they   produce  in  others.  —  Thou,    for  example^ 
art  extremely  fcnfible  to   every  change  of  wea- 
ther, to  the   feveral  viciflitudes  of  heat  and  cold : 
while  a  thoufand  others  feel  nothing  of  all  thefe  al« 
terations  and  viciflitudes,  or  at  lead  have  no  difagree- 
able and  no  injurious  feeling  of  them.  —  —  Probably 
thou  art  alarmed  at  every  trifling  fenfation  of  pain, 
terrified  and  confounded  at  every  attack  of  difeafe : 
whereas  he  who  is  lefs  tender  and  delicate,  can  bear 
acuter  pains  without  perturbation,  and  fuftain  a  dan- 
gerous malady  without  violent  agitation  or  alarm. 
Perhaps  thou  art  oflended  at  any  little  breach  of  or- 
der or  harmony  which  thy  fliarpfighted  eye,  thy 
pra£tifed  ear,  thy  delicate  tafte  perceives,  and  this 
leflens  and  difturbs  many  fenfual  and  intelledual 
pleafures,  which  otherwife  rhou  couldfl  enjoy,  and 
which  he  who  has  lefs  delicate  organs  of  fenfe,  or  a 
lefs  irritable  palate,  or  a  lefs  fafUdious  tafte,  tho-^ 
roughly  and  completely  enjoys.  —  Thou  art-perhaps 
ftartled  at    every  doubt  that  arifes  on  matters  of 
religion.     In  thy  mind  it  may  fometimes  deprive 
the  moft  important^  mod   confoling  truth  of  all 
its  energy,  and  occafion  thee  to  complain  of  the 
lamentable  lot  of  mankind,  in  having  fo  little  light 
and  certainty.     But  this  complaint  relates  only  to 
thyfelf  and  thofe  of  tliy  ftamp,  not  to  the  majority 

or 


3S2         RULES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IK  JUDGIKG   « 

or  the  generality  of  thy  brethren.    The  great  bulk 
of  them  find  light  and  certainty  where  thou  per- 
ceived only  a  feeble  fpark  and  unfubftantial  grounds 
of  conjefture.     The  great    bulk  of  them  foothe 
and  gladden  their  hearts,   with   what  can  fcarcely 
preferve   thee   from    abfolute   defpondence.  —  — 
To  thee  perhaps  every  fentiment,  every  fpecch, 
every  adMon,  every  purpofe  of  mankind  is  extreme- 
ly   offenfive,  which  does   not  exaftly  tally  with 
the  laws  of  truth,  of  order,  of  fterling  virtue,  be- 
caufe  thou  haft  an  acute  and  lively  feeling  of  whatever 
is  good  and  bad,  whatever  is  beautiful  and  not  beau- 
tiful, whatever  is  becoming  and  unbecoming ;  and 
ibis  occafionally  extorts  from  thee  grievous  lamen- 
tations on  the  corruption  of  thy  brethren  and  def- 
troys  thy  peace.    But  few  of  them  have  the  fame 
nice  moral  fenfe,  fo  prompt  to  take  offence  and  fo 
^fficult  to  be^  fatisfied,  and  fee  and  hear  innumera- 
ble things  of  that  nature,  without  the  flighteft  dif- 
turbance  to  their  fatisfa£tion  and  inward  repofe. 
Imagine  not  therefore,  that  whatever  difturbs  thy 
peace  and  happinefs,  difturbs  likewife  the  peace  and 
happinefs  of  others ;  that  whatever  affronts,  pains, 
troubles  thee,  affronts,  pains,  troubles  others  like- 
wife  ;  that  they  view  with  thy  eyes  and  feel  with  thy 
fenfations  whatever  thou  deemeft  imperfedion  and 
defed.  As  6very  individual  has  his  peculiar  organs  of 
fenfe,  which  are  in  one  more  acute,  in  another  more^ 
obtufe  than  thine,  fo  each  individual  has  likewife  his 
peculiar  degree  of  fenlibility,  which  alters  feveraliy  in 
them  in  a  vaft  variety  of  ways  the  impreflions  of  out- 
ward 
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ward  objefts  ;  and  the  higher  and  fuperlatiYe  de- 
gree of  nervous  irritability,  of  delicacy  of  ta(te  and 
fenfibility  of  foul  comparatively  belong  only  to  a 
few.  But  few  perfons  therefore  are  expofed  to  the 
corporeal  and  mental  fufferings  and  pains,  which  oc- 
cafioaally  thence  arife. 

Wouldft  thou  fourthly  form  a  true  eftimate  of  the 
happinefs  of  others,  my  chriftian  brother ;  judge  of 
the  good  which  they  have  and  enjoy  and  do,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  worth  which  it  has  or  would  have  to 
thee,  fince  thou  perhaps  had  and  enjoyed  andcanft 
do  fo  much  more  good.    That  which  in  the  eyes  of 
the  rich  is  of  little  or  no  confequence,  in  the  elli- 
mation  of  the  poor  is  of  exceeding  great  value.  That 
which  thou,  who  lived  in  affluence,  fcarcely  heedeft, 
^ttrads  perhaps  the  utmofl  attention,  the  mod  vehe- 
ment cupidity  of  th^  needy.     The  little  lucky  inci- 
dents that  fcarcely  intered  thee,  the  profperous  man, 
pervade  the  heart  of  the  unfortunate  with  the  livdied 
joy.  The  marks  of  edeem  and  affection,  which  may 
perhaps  be  troublefome  to  thee,  the  nobleman,  the 
fcholar,    are  fo  many  real  and  reviving  cordials 
to   the  man  of  humble  dation.      If  the  various 
kindncfles  that  are  (hewn  to  thee,  the  podeflbr  of 
.opulence  or  power,  are  no  longer  of  any  value  to 
thee,  yet  every  piece  of  civility,  every  aft  of  relief, 
every  kind  office,  which  the  infirm,  the  wretched, 
the  poor  man  receives,  is  an  actual,  a  great  boon  to 
him.     If  thou  by  long  habits  of  indulgence  and  de« 
.licacy  had  lod  all  relifh  for  plain  and  fimple  diet,  for 
.innocent  and  natural  pleafures,  yet  thoufands  and 
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thoufands  of  perfons  there  are,  who  tafle  ia  full  mea« 
fure  the  comfort  and  refrelhment  of  it,  and  who 
with  a  far  inferior  proportion  of  goods,  with  for 
fcantier  fources  of  amufement,  enjoy  far  more  and 
far  fincerer  pleafure  than  thou«  If  thou,  in  thy 
grand,  roomy  fphere  of  action  perhaps  feldom  at- 
tained thy  end  and  performed,  what  thou  art  defi- 
rous  to  perform ;  if  thy  bed  deeds  and  exertions  are 
rarely  attended  with  that  fuccefs  which  thou  expe£t- 
edd  from  them  :  yet  probably  thoufands  and  thou- 
fands of  thy  brethren  in  their  contraSed  circle  ad 
far  more  unimpededly  and  furely,  effeduate  perhapa 
more  good,  and  enjoy  the  fatisfadion  which  eviery 
fuccefsful  termination  of  the  daily  labour,  the  de« 
firable  completion  of  every  tafk,  of  whatever 
kind  it  be,  procures  to  the  indudrious.  Never 
therefore  meafure  things,  the  worth  and  magni- 
tude whereof  depend  on  fuch  different  circum- 
dances,  capacities  and  habitudes,  by  one  and  the 
fame  dandard,  and  fancy  not  that  thy  manner  of 
thinking  and  judging  of  them,  is  common  to  all 
mankind. 

Wouldft  thou  in  the  fifth  place  rightly  edimate 
and  judge  of  the  happinefs  of  others,  negled  not  to 
bring  into  the  account  thofe  advantages  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  them  and  are  entirely  foreign  to  thee.  Com- 
pute not  folely  thy  own  riches,  but  alfo  the  riches  of 
thy  brother,  and  calculate  not  the  value  of  thefe  by 
the  value  of  thofe.  Deem  neither  thyfelf  nor  any 
particular  clafs  of  people,  to  be  the  only,  the  princi- 
pal favourites  of  nature,  or  rather  the  author  of  na- 

2  ture. 
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tuf  e,  and  fuppofe  not  that  the  father  in  heaven  is  fo 
partially  affected  towards  his  children  on  earth,  as  to 
care  folely  for  the  one,  and  not  for  the  other,  and 
to  withhold  all  from  the  one,  that  he  may  heqp  on 
the  other  a  profufion  of  bounty.  No,  every  clafs, 
every  flation  of  mankind,  every  age  poffeffes  and 
enjoys  the  advantages  proper  to  it ;  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  the  low  as  well  as  the  high,  the  un- 
learned as  well  as  the  learned,  the  fer\''ant  as  well  as 
his  maftcr,  the  child  and  the  ftripling,  the  man  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  him  that  is  in  the  vale  of  years : 
each  has  his  peculiar  projefts,  defires,  hopes,  ex* 
pe£tations,  the  profecution  and  promotion  whereof 
agreeably  employs  his  mind,  and  he  is  more  or  lefs 
gratified  in  the  accomplifhment  of  them.  Trifling 
and  degrading  as  the  pleafures  and  amufements  of 
the  childifli  and  puerile  age  may  probably  appear  to 
thee,  they  are  great  and  important  to  thofe  who 
enjoy  them.  Infipid  and  difagreeable  as  the  diver- 
fions  of  the  ruftic  would  be  to  thee,  no  lefs  infipid 
and  difagreeable  would  tliine  be  to  him.  Difficult  and 
oppreffive  on  the  other  hand  as  many  of  his  labours 
and  occupations  would  prove  to  thee,  they  are  vfi 
lefs  eafy  and  pleafant  to  him.  Every  bufinefs  that 
is  beneficial  to  fociety,  every  ufeftil  timde,  every  law- 
ful adion  and  exertion  that  is  conducive  to  the  gene« 
ral  welfare,  tarings  with  it  in  fome  fort  its  own  reward, 
the  worth  and  comfort  whereof  however  can  otdy  be 
known  and  felt  by  him  who  has  eamt  tod  deferved 
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It,  Enjoyeft  thou  therefore  in  thy  (lation  and  pro- 
feflion  advantages,  fatisfaftions,  comforts  which  num- 
berlefs  others  are  obliged  to  forego,  forget  not,  that 
they  in  return  enjoy  various  advantages,  fatisfaftions 
and  comforts,  which  to  thee  are  totally  foreign  and 
unknown ;  and  for  properly  weighing  them  both 
againft  each  other  and  comparing  them  together,  it 
requires  in  general  far  deeper  perceptions  and  know- 
ledge p{  the  aggregate  condition  of  the  individual 
than  ufually  fall  to  our  lot. 

Wouldft  thou  in  fhort,  my  chriftian  brother, 
rightly  eftimate  and  determine  of  the  happinefs  of 
others,  in  thinking  of  it  flop  not  fliort  at  their  pre- 
fent  ftate,  cdnfider  it  always  in  its  connexion  with 
the  future,  confider  their  expanfion,  their  perfection, 
their  happinefs,  as  perpetually  increafmg  and  infi- 
nitely progreflive.  The  life  of  man  on  earth  is  fhort, 
is  a  tranfient,  fleeting  dream,  but  the  man  himfelf 
Ihall  continue  for  ever,  fhall  never  ceafe  to  be.  The 
wants,  the  troubles,  the  burdens  of  this  life  cannot 
long  opprefs  him  who  bears  them  ^  his  griefs  are 
as  fleeting  and  momentary  as  his  outward  goods  and 
diflin£tions.  The  happinefs  and  mifery  of  a  few  days 
or  years  come  into  no  conlideration  at  all  when  fet 
againfl  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of  revolving  ages, 
of  whole  mundane  epochas,  and  even  the  mofl  view- 
lefs  trads  of  time,  when  contrafted  with  abfolute, 
endlefs  etemitj  is  as  a  fingle  drop  of  water  to  the 
immenfe  depths  and  extent  of  the  ocean.     The 

firfl 
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firft  fcene  can  by  no  means  be  the  whole  of  the  drama^ 
the  elucidation  of  the  plot,  but  only  the  remote  pre- 
arrangement  and  preparadon  to  it.  The  gradadons, 
by  which  man  attains  to  his  mark,  to  perfe£Hon,  are 
innumerable.  Here  he  {lands  on  the  lowermoft,  the 
firft  ftep  of  human  exiftence.  Be  cautious  how  you 
judge  by  this  of  all  the  reft  which  he  has  to  afcend. 
Confound  not  his  troublefome  entrance  into  the 
world  and  his  firft  tirefome  years  of  education  with 
the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  that  life  to  which  he 
is  approachmg.  No,  here  in  this  nether  world  man 
is  not  all  that  he  can  and  is  defigned  to  be  and  to  be- 
come. His  profpeds  are  unbounded,  his  capacity 
for  becoming  better,  more  perfeft,  more  happy^ 
ftretches  to  infinity.  The  futurity  that  awaits  him 
can  and  will  fupply  to  him  all  the  deficiencies  of  the 
prefent.  God  has  unnumbered  means,  there  are  in- 
numerable worlds  in  being,  where  he  can  more 
than  repay,  and  moft  certainly  will  repay  creatures, 
nations,  who  at  prefent,  for  the  fake  of  the  beft 
combination,  for  the  fake  of  the  fitteft  order  of 
things,  are  obliged  to  forego,  to  bear,  to  fuffer  any- 
thing. Yes,  the  goods,  the  delights,  the  privileges 
of  that  fuperior  life  will  foon  caufe  the  man  who  was 
here  unmerited  ly  wretched  and  Unhappy,  to  forget 
his  wants,  his  burdens,  his  fufiferiners,  nay  he  will 
even  blefs  them,  will  rejoice  over  them,  will  praife 
the  All-gracious  for  them,  as  having  fmoothed  to  him 
the  road  to  fiiperior  joys  and  felicities,  as  having 
rendered  him  capable  and  worthy  of  them. 

c  c  2  By 
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By  thus,  my  chrifBan  brother,  conneding  the 
foture  with  the  prefent,  confidering  the  fortunes  of 
mankind  in  their  whole  extent,  and  by  juc^ing  of 
their  condition  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  prudence^ 
with  which  our  refledions  upon  the  fubje£k  have  fiip- 
plied  us,  thou  wilt  afluredly  find  far  more  happinefs 
than  mifery  in  the  world  and  among  mankind,  thou 
wilt  be  forced  to  break  out  with  the  pfalmid  in  the  * 
words  of  our  text,  addrefied  to  the  eternal  father : 
Thou  openeft  thy  hand,  with  the  moft  bountiful  li* 
berality,  and  fatisfiefl  the  defire  of  every  living  thing ; 
thou  doefl  all  things  well,  and  thy  mercy  is  over 
all  thy  works.  And  thus  wilt  thou  alfo  with  greater 
^  complacency  and  fatisfadion  pafs  thy  time  among . 
thy  brethren,  thou  wilt  far  more  highly  prize  their 
intrinfic  worth  and  their  whole  defignation,  and 
learn  to  delight  thyfelf  in  it.  This  however  ihould 
by  no  means  render  thee  more  indifferent  to  human 
mifery  and  human  happinefs.  It  (hould  by  no  meana 
abate  thy  zeal  to  avert  as  much  as  poiEble  the  for« 
mer  and  to  augment  the  latter.  No,  be  fenfible  to 
all  the  good  and  to  all  the  evil  that  befals  thy  brother,  ' 
)uft  as  though  it  befel  thyfelf.  Rejoice  with  them 
that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep.  Do 
thou  operate  and  promote  in  the  fphere  allotted  thee 
by  God,  as  much  good;  do  thou  there  comfort^ 
cheer,  relieve  as*  many  wretched  and  drooping  and 
troubled  fouls  as  ever  thou  canft.  But,  that  done^ 
refign  with  a  tranquil  fpirit  and  faithful  confidence 
the  government  of  the  whole  and  the  approxtmation 
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of  all  to  ever  greater  perfedion  and  happlnefs,  to 
that  being  who  is  the  creator  and  father  of  all^  and 
has  deiigned  them  all  for  perfe^on  and  happinefs. 
Thus  wilt  thou  fulfil  thy  duty  and  in  the  fulfilling 
of  it  be  contented  and  happy. 


c  c  3 


SERMON    WV. 

I 

Adjvjlment  of  the  Notion  concerning  the  Happinefs  of 

the  future  Life^ 


£^  OD,  bountiful  creator  and  father  of  mankind, 
^^^  thou  haft  endowed  the  human  nature  with  great 
capacities  and  powers,  and  made  it  capable  of  great 
things.  Neither  haft  thou  defigned  it  for  the  mo- 
ment of  this  terreftrial  life  alone,  no,  thou  haft  def- 
tined  it  to  an  everlafting  continuance,  to  a  blelTcd 
immortality.  Our  bufmefs  here  is  to  become  intel- 
ligent and  wife  and  virtuous,  and  along  the  paths  of 
wifdom  and  virtue  to  proceed  to  ever  greater  per- 
fedion.  Already  here  we  have  fatisfadions  and  de- 
lights of  various  kinds  to  enjoy,  and  thereby  to  ren- 
der ourfelves  capable  of  fuperior  fatisfaftions  and 
purer  delights  in  a  better  world,  Thou  wilt  here- 
after judge  and  deal  with  every  one,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  is  confiftent  with  his  nature,  his  capacities,  hi$ 
previous  behaviour  on  earth.  If  by  perfevering  in- 
duftry  in  good  works  v(t  ftrive  after  real  honour, 
after  lafting  plcafure,  thou  wilt  exalt  us  to  eternal 
life,  to  an  everlafting,  ever  increafmg  happinefs. 
God,  how  grand,  how  glorious  is  our  deftination  ! 
How  richly  deferving  of  our  moft  ardent  zeal,  our 

uninterrupted 
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uninterrupted  fidelity  in  ftriving  at  the  attainment  of. 
it !  Oh  might  it  be  continually  before  our  eyes,  to 
regulate  and  direft  us  through  every  period  of  our 
lives.  Here  indeed  we  walk  by  iaith  and  not  by 
'light.  Indeed  we  know  but  little  of  what  we  (hall 
be  and  become  hereafter.  Our  paiTage  indeed  from 
the  prefent  into  the  future  life  is  furrounded  with 
dangers  and  obfcifrities.  But  what  ihould  we  not, 
what  may  we  not  afluredly  hope  from  thee,  our  ten- 
der and  gracious  father  ?  How  calmly  and  confi- 
dently may  we  refign  ourfelves  to  thy  guidance  and 
diredion !  What  light,  what  authentic  hope  is  af- 
forded us  in  this  refpeft  in  the  gofpel  of  thy  fon  Jefus ! 
Might  we  only  refled  upon  it  more  frequently,  and 
more  employ  our  thoughts  in  meditations  on  the 
things  that  relate  to  our  future  fuperior  (late  !  Might 
at  lead  the  prefent  and  vifible  lefs  delude  anddncum* 
ber  our  immortal  mind !  Might  even  the  confi* 
derations  we  are  now  about  to  take  in  hand  upon  the 
{ubjefi:,  contribute  fomewhat  to  the  promotion  of 
this  view !  Grant  then  that  thefe  doftrines,  which 
are  fo  intimately  connedted  with  our  peace  and  hapi- 
pinefs,  may  (Irike  us  in  their  full  importance.  Caufe 
them  to  fhed  light  into  our  minds,  and  lead  us  to  a 
more  juft  and  lively  knowledge  of  objeds  that  it  con- 
cerns us  fo  highly  to  know.  Thefe  benefits  we  im-' 
plore  of  thee  in  the  name  of  our  lord  and  £iviour  Je« 
fus  Chrift,  and  call  upon  thee  farther  in  the  full  af- 
iiirance  of  hope  :  Our  father,   &c. 

C  C  4  ROMANS 
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ROMANS  U.    6,   7. 

Who  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds  :  to 
tbem  vho  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feck  for 
glory  and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life. 

/CONCERNING  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life, 
^^  its  occupations  and  delights,  we  are  indeed -una*- 
ble  to  form  any  clear  and  adequate  conceptions.  The 
changes  wrought  in  our  (late  and  condition  by  death ) 
the  feparation  of  our  mind  from  its  body,  by  which 
it  received  its  notices  and  fenfations  from  without, 
and  operated  on  furrounding  objects ;  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  feveral  ties  that  held  us  to  vifible  things ; 
our  tranfition  into  the  unfeen,  the  fpiritual  world : 
all  this  muft  neceifarily  have  fo  various  and  great  an 
influence  on  our  mode  of  exiftence,  of  thought,  of 
fea&tion,  of  a£Uon,  that  towards   acquiring  any 
thing  like  an  accurate  ftatement  of  it,  neither  expe- 
rience, nor  refleftion,  nor  the  method  of  drawing 
concluiions  from  fimilar  caufes  of  fimilar  effefiis, 
will  ena,ble  us  to  proceed  far.  Neither  has  it  feemed 
good  to  divine  providence  to  give  us  any  precife  in- 
formation on  the  fubjed  by  Jefus,  who  has  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  by  his  gofpel.    Any  ad- 
vertifement  of  this  kind  was  indeed   impofTible,  as 
relating  to  objefts  too  remote  from  all  that  we  have 
ever  experierfced  or  conceived,  to  admit  of  its  being 
couched  in  the  terms  and  expreilions  of  human  lan- 
guage. .  And  if  it  had  been  prafticable  to  give  us 
more  light  upon  the  matter^  yet  in  the  prefent  ftate 

it 
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it  IS  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  we  fliould  not  have 
been  able  to  bear  that  light.  It  woiild  probably  have 
rendered  the  troubles  of  it  much  lefs  fupportajble, 
its  occupations  and  concerns  imich  more  trifling 
and  difagreeable,  and  perhaps  frequently  have  in-  . 
flamed  our  afpirations  for  futurity  even  to  impati- 
ence and  difcontent  with  the  prefent. 

Neverthelefs,  by  rational  refledion  on  the  nature 
and  deflination  of  man  and  on  the  connexion  of  the 
prefent  with  the  future,  we  may  reftify  our  notions 
in  many  refpefts  concerning  the  happinefs  of  the  fu- 
perior  life,  and  thereby  render  them  more  efficacious. 
We  may  Icam  to  perceive  what  is  erroneous  and  fal- 
lacious in  fome  of  the  component  ideas  which  dimi- 
ni(h  this  efficacy,  and  change  them  for  others  which 
may  render  the  fentimcnt  of  futurity  much  more  im- 
portant and  gladdening,  than  it  otherwife  could  be» 
And  here  in  hGt  we  defcry  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
fons  how  it  happens  that  the  hope  and  expedation 
of  a  better  life  after  death  has  fo  little  eSoO:  upon 
fuch  numbers  of  perfons  and  chriftians,  and  pro- 
motes neither  their  virtue  nor  their  contentment  iu 
any  remarkable  degree.  They  are  but  too  apt  to 
view  it  on  a  fide,  on  which  it  can  have  but  few  charms 
for  them,  on  which  it  muft  even  be  greatly  repul- 
five  to  them.  Let  us  avoid  thefe  errors,  my  devout 
hearers,  and  endeavour  to  correft  at  lead  our  gene- 
ral notions  of  the  conditution  and  happinefs  of  the  fu« 
ture  life,  though  it  fhould  not  be  granted  us  to  af« 

certain 
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certain  it  in  all  its  parts.     This  is  the  defign  of  my 

prefent  difcourfe. 

God,  it  is  faid  in  our  text,  will  render  to  every 

man  according  to  his  deeds.  Namely  to  thofe,  who 
by  perfeverance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glory,  for 
honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life  or  everlafting 
happinefs.  Though  the  declaration  is  general,  we 
ihall  find  it  not  the  lefs  fruitful  in  juft  confequences, 
if  at  the  fame  time  we  refleft  on  the  nature  of  maii 
and  on  the  cafe  itfelf.  I  fhall  proceed  therefore  to 
avail  myfelf  of  thefe  words  for  prefenting  you  with  a 
few  obfervations  which  may  tend  to  reftify  the  vul» 
gar  notions  concerning  the  happinefs  of  the  future 
Kfe,  and  thereby  furnifli  you  with  matter  for  farther 
jrefleflions  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  firft  obfervation  is  this :  the  happinefs  of  the 
future  life,  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  is  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  man,  therefore  a  human  happinefs  ;  a  hap- 
pinefs, fuited  to  creatures  of  that  kind  and  ipecies 
that  man  is  of,  adapted  to  his  nature,  his  capacities, 
his  efTential  limitations.  The  matter  itfelf  requires 
no  proof.  Whenever  we  think  on  our  happinefs, 
and  fpeak  about  our  happinefs,  we  can  mean  no 
other  than  human  happinefs,  and  fpeak  of  no  other 
than  human  happinefs,  fince  we  are  men,  we  are 
to  furvive  as  men,  it  will,  as  the  text  declares,  be 
rendered  to  us  according  to  our  deeds,  and  we  have 
no  clear  and  diftinft  ideas  of  any  other  kind  of  being 
and  of  well-being,  than  what  is  human.     Thougii 
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this  however  is  fo  plain  and  undeniable  yet  we  fel- 
dom  make  the  proper  application  of  it ;  fre- 
quently conceiving  of  the  future  happinefs  as  of  fonie- 
thing  altogether  fuperhuman,  or  incongruous  with 
the  human  nature.  Few,  too  few  perfons  perceive 
and  feel  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  the  full  worth 
of  their  faculties  and  endowments.  Too  many  form 
fuch  low  and  defpicable  ideas  of  it,  that  they  can 
hardly  afford  to  conned  anything  great,  anything 
defirable,  with  the  words  man  and  human.  Others 
are  fo  dUTatisfied  with  all  that  is  and  haj^ens  among 
mankind,  that  they  are  in  a  manner  afhamed  of  be- 
longing to  their  community,  and  think  they  can  ne- 
arer raife  their  thoughts  high  enough  above  all  that 
is  human,  in  conceiving  of  perfeftion  and  happinefe. 
Thefe  ideas  however  cannot  alter  the  nature  of 
things ;  error  does  not  enhance  truth.  Man  is  man 
and  continues  to  be  man,  and  if  he  is  to  be  and  to 
become  happy,  he  mufl  be  and  become  fo  as  man. 
But  he  may  and  is  defigned  to  be  and  to  become  a 
progreffively  better,  progreffively  perfefter,  pro- 
greilively  happier  man.  This  is  his  deftinatipn.  And 
this  deftination  is  certainly  grand  and  worthy  our  ut« 
moil,  unabated  exertions. 

Think  not  therefore,  my  pious  hearers,  that  on  the 
diffolution  of  your  grofs  corporeal  (hell  you  will  ceafe 
to  be  men,  that  by  death  you  (hall  be  tranilated  into 
a  fuperior  clafs  of  beings  and  as  it  were  deified.  Ex- 
pert not  therefore  a  happinefs  which  you  are  not 
capable  of  enjoying.  Many  infirmities  indeed,  many 

grievances^ 
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grievances,  many  iraperfedions,  which  are  grounded 
in  your  body,  in  your  connedions  with  the  vifible 
world,  in  your  prefent  (late,  will  entirely  fall  away. 
But  the  wants,  the  limitations,  the  imperfedions, 
which  have  their  deeply  feated  caufe  in  your  very 
nature,  will  not  therefore  fell  away.     You  will  not 
therq  any  more  than  here  be  omnifdent,  almighty, 
independent :  accordingly,  there  as  well  as  here  not 
underftand  fome  things,  of  fome  others  have  only 
obfcure  and  incomplete  notions,  not  be  able  to  un- 
dertake and  achieve  fome  things,  fome  others  but 
iraperfeftly  and  defedively.    The  ftation  which  you 
ihall  occupy  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  connections 
in  which  you  will  (land  with  his  other  fubjeds,  the 
particular  views  which  you  are  then  to  attain  and  to 
promote,  will  always  confine  you  to  certain  bounds 
which  you  cannot  exceed.  Your  horizon  and  fphere 
of  adion  will  always  have  its  dated  limits,  though 
you  may  entertain  the  hope,  that  it  will  be  conti- 
nually enlarging  in  proportion  to  your  faculties  and 
your  fidelity.    Neither  can  and  will  all  impediments 
and  diiGculties  in  the  application  of  your  faculties 
fell  away,  though  the  generality  of  thoTe  which  now 
clog  and  encumber  you  will  be  no  more.  How  could 
you  exercife  and  flrengthen  your  human  feculties 
without  obftacles  and  difficulties ;  how  capacitate  and 
qualify  yourfelf  for  greater  things  ?    How  could  a 
limited  creature,  a  man,  imagine  that  he  needs  only 
to  will,  for  bringing  to  efFed  what  he  holds  to  be 
right  and  proper,  and  tlie  fittelt  for  the  prefiHit  oc» 
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CSiCion  ?  This  IS  a  prerogative  of  deity,  which  can  ne- 
ver be  the  portion  of  any  created  being.  No,  even 
in  that  fuperior  ftate  ye  will  employ,  exert  your  fa- 
culties, fometimes  with'  better,  fometimes  with  lefs 
fuccefs,  even  then  ye  will  enjoy  the  fatisfadion  of 
having  furmounted  obflacles  and  vanquilhed  difficul- 
ties, and  thereby  progreffively  become  more  per- 
feSt.  All  this  is  grounded  in  our  nature,  and  cannot 
be  feparated  from  that  happinefs,  if  it  is  to  be  a  hu- 
man happinefs* 

The  happineft  of  the  future  life  however  will  and 
muft  be,  fecondly,  not  only  adapted  to  thq  human 
nature  in  general,  or  to  that  which  is  common  to.  all 
mankind,  and  what  conditutes  them  men,  but  alfo 
to  the  nature  of  each  individual  perfon  in  particular, 
or  to  what  conftitutes  each  individual  that  man  which 
he  is  and  can  be  in  the  combination  of  things.    Hu« 
man  nature  is  a  complex  notion,  a  univerfal  idea,  a 
term  by  which  we  denote  certain  pix)perties  and  fe- 
culties,  which  are  found  more  or  lefs,  thus  or  other- 
wife  in  all  the  creatures  of  that  fpecies.  In  fa£l  there 
are  as  many  human  natures,  as  there  are  individual 
perfons.    No  one  is  abfolutely  and  in  all  refpefts 
exaftly  that  which  another'is.  Each  has  his  peculiar 
meafure  of  intelleftual  and  corporeal  capacities  and 
powers ;  each  his  particular,  thus  or  otherwife  de- 
termined,  mode    of  fenfation,  of  perception,    of 
thought,  of  volition,  of  aflion ;  each  has  his  ap- 
pointed ftation  in  the  world,  whereby  his  horizon  as 

well 
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well  as  his  fphere  of  operation  is  in  numberlefs  ways 
altered,  contrafled  and  enlarged.  Each  is  therefore 
capable  of  only  one  certain  perfedion  and  happinefs, 
peculiar  to  him  and  adapted  to  his  nature,  which 
though  not  in  efientials,  is  yet  in  fcope  and  degree 
extremely  different.  If  we  are  to  lofe  this  peculiarity, 
this  individuality,  in  the  future  life ;  we  fhall  then 
alfo  lofe  the  confcioufnefs  of  ourfelf,'  the  recoUeftion 
of  the  pail,  all  perfonality :  thus  would  no  reward^ 
no  punifhment,  no  retribution  have  place  ;  thus 
would  not  we,  but  other  beings  in  our  place  be  hap- 
py or  mifcrable.  Manifold  and  different  therefore 
as  are  our  natural  and  acquired  capacities,  abilities, 
aptitudes,  our  difpofitions  and  the  cultivation  of 
them  in  the  prefent  life  :  no  lefs  different  and  mani- 
fold will  they  alfo  proportionately  be  in  the  future. 
Each  will  therefore  rife  to  that  perfedion  and  happi- 
i>efs,  of  which  he  is  fufceptible  ;  each  be  and  yield 
and  enjoy,  what  he  perfonally  and  in  his  (lation  can  be 
and  yield  and  enjoy. — Greater  perfeftion,  purer  hap- 
pinefs  will  indeed  be  the  portion  of  all  the  bleffed.  But 
this  perfe£lion,  this  happinefs  will  manifeft  itfelf  in  ex- 
tremely diverfe  forms  by  extremely  diverfe  effefts ; 
and  even  this  will  produce  the  completed  harmony, 
the  moft  admirable  concord  of  the  whole,  and  the 
more  rapid  progrefe  of  every  part  of  it  to  ftill  higher 
perfection.  Envy  and  jealoufy,  which  here  difturb 
this  harmony,  are  pailions  too  bafe  and  fordid,  ari- 
fing  chiefly  from  terreffaial  corporeal  wants,  and 
imply  illufions  and  errors  too  fenfual  and  grofs  for 
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admiffion  into  that  perfed  ftate.  But  univerfal  ap- 
probation and  veneration  of  all  that  is  beautiful 
and  good ;  but  difinterefted,  liberal  communication 
of  all  our  abilities  and  endowments ;  but  mutual  blithe 
enjoyment  of  all  the  good  that  is  poflefled  and  done 
by  each ;  but  generous  emulation  in  (triving  after 
higher  perfection :  thefe  are  the  qualities  which  we 
may  juftly  fuppofe  in  a  fociety  of  virtuous  and  hap- 
py people,  and  which  authorife  us  to  exped  none 
other  than  the  moft  blefled  confequences  even  from 
the  great,  the  infinite  diverfity  of  the  degrees  of 
their  happinefs.  Hence  conclude,  my  pious  hear- 
ers,  that  in  yon  better  life  every  intelligent  and  really 
good  perfon  will  fiind  that  food  for  his  mind  and  for 
hts  heart,  thofe  means  for  extending  and  correcting 
his  knowledge  and  for  refining  his  fentiments,  thofe 
opportunities  and  encouragements  for  the  applica- 
tion and  exercife  of  his  faculties,  thofe  motives  and 
calls  to  great  and  generous  adlons,  thofe  grounds 
of  content  and  fatisfaftion,  thofe  fources  of  de- 
light, which  are  beft  fuited  to  the  degree  of  his 
culture  and  fufceptibility,  and  which  may  there- 
fore lead  him  by  the  moft  natural,  moft  eafy  paths 
to  higher  attainments  of  knowledge,  of  virtue,  of 
diligence  and  aftivity,  of  joy  and  felicity.  As  in 
the  natural  world  all  advances  gradually  to  perfec- 
tion, ftill  more  does  it  in  the  moral.  All  goes  hand 
in  hand  in  bo  h,  all  flows  together  in  mild  com- 
mixtures of  light  and  fliade,  all  marches  onwards, 
quietly,  imperceptibly,   but  infallibly.     No  where 
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can  we  perceive  any  chafms,  no  where  any  thing 
parted  or  broken  off  from  the  reft,  that  is  not  mti- 
mately  connefted  with  it.  All  in  God's  creation  is 
harmony,  and  all  will  even  in  our  eyes  diffolve  into 
pver  greater  harmony. 

This  leads  me  to  a  third  obfervation,  which  is : 
the  happinefs  of  the  future  life  will  exaftly  tally 
with  the  nature  and  conftitution  of  the  paft,  the  for- 
mer life,  the  life  on  earth ;  it  will  not  be  a  ftate 
abruptly  feparated  and  detached  from  it  but  in  clofe 
conjunftion  and  coherence  with  it,  it  will  be  conti- 
nuation, eafier  andfpeedier  continuation,  more  unim- 
peded growth  of  that  perfefUon  and  felicity,  which 
we  have  already  here  poffeffcd  and  enjoyed,  or 
whereof  we  have  here  rendered  ouifelves  capable 
and  fufceptible.  If  we  are  to  enjoy  that  felicity  with 
confcioufnefs ;  if  we  are  to  perceive  and  feel  its  pre- 
ference to  the  former  terrene  life  ;  if  it  is  to  be  really 
a  reward  for  our  integrity  and  virtue ;  if  we  are  to 
learn  wifdom  from  our  trials  and  from  the  confe- 
quences  of  our  aftions,  and  thus  to  mount  to  a 
higher  fpecies  adapted  to  our  nature  :  then  this 
clofe  conjunftion  and  coherence  muft  neceflarily 
fubfift  between  our  prefent  and  our  future  life. 
And  how  big  with  the  moft  important  confequences 
is  this  truth  !  Therefore  all  that  we  here  conceive 
and  intend,  neglcft  and  do,  wherein  we  exercife  our- 
felvcs  or  not,  muft  have  an  influence  on  our  future 
fuperior  ftate.  Therefore  the  degree  of  knowledge, 
of  wifdom,  of  virtue^  of  felicity,  of  capacity  whereto 

0.  we 
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we  here  attain,  mufl  determine  the  degree  of  goods 
and  excellences  to  v^hich  we  fhall  there  attain. 
Therefore  we  fhall  be  fo  much  the  happier  and  more 
blelTed  there,  the  better  and  more  virtuous  we  have 
been  here.  Thiis  (hall  we  therefore  in  the  ftrifteft 
fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  reap  there  what  we  have  here 
fown.  • 

Never  then  in  your  thoughts  and  expeftations 
put  afunder,  what  in  its  very  nature  is  fo  clofely  and 
indiflblubly  joined  together,  Expeft  no  harveft 
where  you  have  not  fown,  no  produce  where  you 
have  not  ploughed,  no  triumph  where  you  have  not 
fought  and  outftood  the  conflid,  no  recompenfe 
where  you  have  not  diftinguilhed  yourfelf  by  faithful- 
nefs  and  integrity,  Expeft  no  pleafures,  no  delights, 
no  felicities,  for  which  you  have  at  prefent  no  tafte, 
and  which  you.  would  not  now  have  enjoyed  in 
their  commencements  and  as  it  were  in  their  firft  ele- 
ments, Promife  yourfelf  no  authority,  no  advantages, 
no  efficacy,  to  which  you  Ihall  not  have  prepared  the 
way,  by  the  fidelity  wherewith  you  (hall  have  main- 
tained your  poft  and  your  dignity.  Think  not  that 
the  deity  will  fupply  by  a  miracle,  by  fupematural 
means,  what  you  have  here  negleded  and  fquan^ 
dered  away  by  carelelfnefs  and  floth.  God  can 
never  view  the  degree  of  your  temporal  goodnefs 
and  perfeflion  otherwife  than  it  afkually  is;  and 
judge  and  treat  you  otherwife  than  truth  de- 
mands, never  impute  to  you  merits,  which  you  do 
not  poffefs  ;  never  promote  you  to  pre-eminences 
and  felicities,  for  which  you  are  not  qualified.     God 

VOL.  II.  DO  will 
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will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds: 
this  is  the  fupreme  immutable  principle  of  his  mo- 
ral government,  proclaimed  to  us  by  all  that  we 
know  concerning  his  perfeftion  and  our  own  nature. 
And  this,  my  dear  friends,  (hould  render  the  pre- 
fent  life,  with  all  its  occupations  and  duties  and  trials^ 
with  all  its  joys  and  fufferings  truly  important  to  you  1 
All  is  linked  with  the  future,  all  has  influence  on  it ; 
nothing  is  in  regard  to  it  abfolutely  indifferent.  All 
is  feed,  pulhing  forth  in  concealment  and  hereafter 
to  bear  fruit,  the  tares  as  well  as  the  wheat,  noxious 
weeds  as  well  as  falutary  and  fragrant  herbs.     All 
contributes  its  properties  to  the  expanlion  and  direc- 
tion  of  our  capacities  and  powers,  to  the  formation  of 
our  mind  and  our  heart,   to  the    refinement  or  to 
the  corruption  of  our  inclination  and  our  tafte,  to 
our  greater  or  inferior  aptitude  in  good.     All  is  pre- 
arrangement  and  preparative  to  our  fuperior  flate, 
jail  commencement  and  preamble  to  what  we  fhail 
then  be  and  become.     In  your  thoughts  therefore, 
always  unite  the  future  with  the  prefent.     Confider, 
judge,  negleft,  do,  bear  and  enjoy  all  in  reference  to 
the  confequences  with  which  it  will  hereafter  be  at* 
tended  to  you.     This  will  give  additional  weight 
and  dignity  to  all  that  you  conceive  and  do ;  this 
will  render  every  facrifice  that  virtue  demands  of 
you,  eafy,  and  every,  even  the  hardeft  duty,  fhe  im- 
pofes  on  you,  a  delight.     Thus  will  you  already  in 
this  nether  world  have  your  converfation  in  heaven^ 
and  think  and  live  as  behoves  men  who  are  ordained 
to  iaceifant,  ever  increafmg  perfection  and  happi- 
nefs. 


-•-—•■Jlp^ 


SERMON    LV. 

Adjujiment  of  the  Notion  concerning  the  Happincfs  of 

the  future  Life. 


^^OD,  what  profpefts  haft  thou  difcovered  to  us 
in  the  remoteft  depths  of  futurity !  What 
hopes  haft  thou  raifed  in  us,  children  of  the  duft  ! 
What  may  we,  what  fhall  we  not  hereafter  be  and 
become,  if  here  we  do  thy  will,  and  capacitate  our- 
felves  for  that  fuperior,  better  life  which  thou  haft 
prepared  for  us !  What  heights  on  the  fcale  of  per- 
fection and  happinefs  may  we  not,  (hall  we  not  then 
afcend !  By  what  important,  noble  occupations  ex- 
ercife  and  ftrengthen  our  faculties!  With  what 
glorious  beings  worfliip  thee,  our  common  creator 
and  father,  and  what  delight  and  blifs  {hall  we  enjoy 
in  the  adoration  of  thee!  What  light  will  then 
break  in  upon  our  darknefs,  what  indefatigable  acti- 
vity and  what  rapid  progrefs  in  good  will  then  take 
place  of  the  feeble  and  often  unfuccefsful  attempts, 
with  which  we  at  prefent  ftrive  to  become  better  I 
Yes,  from  thee,  the  AU-bountiful,  who  haft  given  us 
fuch  promifes  and  already  done  fo  great  things  for  us> 
we  may  and  ought  to  expefl:  all  that  can  render  us 
perfect  and  happy.  Might  but  thefe  expectations  be 
always  as  firm,  as  faithful,  and  as  efEcacious  in  us,  as 
is  confifteat  with  their  magnificence  and  thy  infinite 
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bounty  and  paternal  tendernefs  !  Might  we  in  life 
and  in  death,  in  regard  to  the  prefent  and  to  the  fu- 
ture world,  as  calmly  and  contentedly  refign  our- 
felves  to  thee  as  becomes  children  of  fuch  a  father ! 
Yes,  we  cannot  better  honour  thee,  than  by  confi- 
dently expefting  of  thee  nought  but  good  and  con- 
ftantly  the  bed.  Oh  do  thou  confirm  us  in  thefe 
filial  fentiments  fo  well  pleafing  unto  thee !  Let 
them  particularly  animate  us,  when  we  are  fur- 
rounded  by  darknefs,  and  are  preffed  by  the  limi- 
tations of  our  prefent  (late.  Teach  us  by  faith  in 
thee  and  thy  fon  Jefus  to  vanquifh  the  terrors  of 
death  and  the  grave,  and  with  courage  and  joy  to 
prefs  forward  through  this  fhort  terrene  life,  to  the 
fuperior,  better  flate.  Beftow  thy  blefGng  to  this 
end  on  the  meditations  that  are  now  to  employ  us. 
Caufe  them  to  conduct  us  in  the  paths  of  truth,  and 
ftrengthen  and  cheer  us  on  our  way.  We  a  Ik 
thefe  mercies  of  thee  in  the  name  of  our  lord,  and 
ftedfaftly  trufting  in  his  promifes  addrefj  thee  fur- 
ther, in  the  prayer  which  he  compofed  himfelf  and 
delivered  unto  us.     Our  father,  &c. 

ROM.  ii.  6,  7. 

-Who  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds ;  tty 
them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for 
glory  -and  honour  and  imniortallLy>  eternal  life. 

T  ATELY,  my  pious  audience,  I  delivered  to  you 
"^  a  few  obfervations  adapted  to  correft  fome 
Tulgar  notions,  about  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life, 
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in  order  lo  fumifh  you  with  matter  for  refleftion  on 
that  important  doftrine  of  religion  and  chriftianity. 
Three  leading  principles  at  that  time  employed  our 
attention.  The  happinefs  of  the  future  life,  I  told 
you,  is  the  happinefs  of  man,  therefore  a  human  hap* 
pinefs ;  a  happinefs  fuited  to  creatures  of  that  kind 
and  fpecies  which  man  is  of,  adapted  to  his  nature,  to 
his  capacities,  to  his  effential  limitations.  The  hap- 
pinefs of  the  future  life,  I  farther  faid,  is  and  muft 
be  adapted  not  only  to  the  human  nature  in  gene- 
ral,  or  to  that  which  all  men  have  in  common  toge- 
ther and  what  makes  them  men,  but  alfo  to  the  na- 
ture of  each  individual  in  particular,  or  to  that  which 
makes  each  man  what  he  is,  and  can  be  in  the  com- 
bination of  things.  That  happinefs,  I  in  (hort  told 
you,  will  accurately  correfpond  with  the  quality  of 
the  previous  life,  the  life  on  earth ;  that  it  will  not  be 
a  ftate  entirely  feparate  and  detached,  fubfifting  of 
itfelf  apart,  but  intimately  concatenated  to  it,  a  more 
perfedk  continuation  of  it.  We  will  now  proceed  in 
thefe  inquiries,  my  devout  hearers,  and  take  into 
confideration  three  more  obfervations  of  the  fame 
tendency.  They  are  thefe :  The  happinefs  of  the 
future  life  has  innumerable  fteps  and  degrees,  and 
will  be  always  gradually  increafing  ;  it  is  fecondly  a 
very  adtive  ;  it  is  thirdly  a  focial  life. 

Firft  then :  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life  has 
innumerable  fteps  and  degrees,  and  is  a  gradually 
increafing,  perpetually  growing  happinefs.  This  is  a 
perfeSly  natural  and  necejQTary  confequence  of  our 
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foregoing  obfervadons.     If  this  happinefs  is  to  be 
not  only  adapted  to  the  human  nature  in  general, 
but  to  the  nature  of  each  individual  perfon  in  parti- 
cular J  if  it  is  to  be  intimately  connedted  with  th^ 
Xiature  and  quality  of  his  previous  life  on  earth,  and  a 
confequence,  ^  continuation  of  it,  it  muft  in  its 
ftages  and  degrees  be  as  manifold  and  diverflfied,  as 
mankind  themfelves  and  their  moral  condud  upon 
earth  are  fo.     It  will  be  determined  by  their  greater 
or  lefs  fufceptibility  of  it,  and  this  proceeds  from 
their  greater  or  inferior  cultivation,  from  their  faith-> 
ful  or  lefs  faithful  employment  of  their  capacities 
and  powers,  their  years  of  education  and  difcipline* 
Benefits,  fatisfadions,  felicities,  that  we  are  totally 
ignorant  of,  do  not  efleem,  kaiow  not  how  to  enjoy ; 
which  have  no  analogy  and  connexion  with  what- 
ever elfe  appears  to  us  mofl  covetable  and  defirable ; 
which  are  not  fuited  to  our  inclination  and  our  tafte, 
to  our  feelings  and  ovir  mind :  would  be  no  benefit, 
no  fatisfadion,  no  felicity  to  us,  if  they  fhould  fall 
to  our  lot.     As  various  as  the  capacity  for  enjoy- 
ment and  for  being  happy  is  at  prefcnt  even  among 
intelligent  and  worthy  perfons :  fo  various  will  it 
alfo  be  hereafter.     The  happier,  I  fay  not  the  more 
fortunate,  not  the  more  wealthy,  the  more  powerful, 
the  greater,  no,  the  happier  the  worfhippcr  of  Qod, 
the  chriftian,  has  been  already  here  ;  the  more  fatis- 
fadion  and  the  more  inward  pleafure  he  has  found  and 
enjoyed  in  whatever  is  true  and  beautiful-  and  pro-- 
per :  fo  much  the  happier  will  he  become  there  j  fo 
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much  the  more  pleafure  will  he  find  and  enjoy  in  the 
very  fame  objefts.  Of  this  no  man,  let  him  open 
the  facred  volume  where  he  will,  can  harbour  the 
fmalleft  doubt ;  in  every  page  of  it  that  happinefe 
is  reprefented  to  us  as  a  ftate  of  retribution  and  re- 
ward, as  the  harveft  of  what  we  have  here  fown. 
God,  it  is  faid  in  our  text  and  in  very  many  places 
befides,  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his 
deeds.  He  that  foweth  fparingly,  fays  the  apoftle, 
ihall  reap  alfo  fparingly  f  and  he  which  foweth  boun- 
tifully fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully.  The  fervant  who 
had  been  particularly  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  mafter^s  affairs,  is  according  to  the 
reprefentation  of  our  faviour  appointed  ruler  oyer 
ten,  another  over  five  cities  ;  to  one  will  be  deli- 
vered and  entrufted  more,  to  another  lefs,  accord- 
ing as  he'  has  in  one  way  or  another  employed 
and  improved  the  talents,  goods  and  endowments 
committed  to  him  here.  To  the  vidtor,  to  the  con- 
queror, who  for  righteoufnefs*  fake  has  done  much, 
fuffered  much,  forborne  touch,  has  facrificed  much 
to  God  and  to  his  duty,  who  as  a  true  follower  of 
his  lord  has  become  like  him  in  doing  and  in  fuffer- 
ing  and  like  him  has  been  faithful  unto  the  end,  for 
him  peculiar,  refplendent  glories  are  referved.  He 
who  fuffers  here  with  Jefus,  fliall  there  alfo  reign 
with  him :  he  who  dies  with  him  or  like  him  for  his 
brethren,  for  the  general  welfare,  fhall  alfo  be  par- 
taker in  his  divine  life. 
Behokl  here,  my  pious  hearers,  an  objeGt  worthy 
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of  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  human  ambition  ;  and  never 
lofe  fight  of  the  celeftial  prize.  Surely  if  ye  per- 
ceive and  feel  the  dignity  of  your  nature,  the  gran«* 
deur  of  your  deftination ;  if  ye  be  really  capable  of 
greater  and  nobler  fentiments  and  endeavours ;  if 
ye  wilh  to  become  and  to  afford,  all  that  ever  ye 
can  become  and  afford  :  ye  fhould  not  be  contented 
with  that  degree  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  which  will 
juft  fave  you  from  the  punifliments  of  the  future 
world  and  lift  ye  to  fome  perhaps  very  inferior  ftage 
of  happinefs.  No,  ftrive  with  unremitted  ardour 
after  ever  purer  and  fuperior  wifdom  and  virtue, 
that  hereafter  ye  may  afcend  to  a  fo  much  higher 
ftage  of  perfeftion  and  happinefs,  that  ye  may  mdke 
nearer  approaches  to  Jefus,  the  captain  of  your  fair 
vation,  and  obtain  a  larger  fhare  in  his  glory. 
Never  forget,  that  he  who  from  fenfuality  and  indo- 
lence reftrains  the  afpirations  and  efforts  of  his  imr 
mortal  mind  after  perfeftion,  and  contents  himfelf 
with  any  ftage  of  it,  however  low,  runs  a  great 
hazard  of  mifling  even  that  inferior  ftage,  and  of 
entirely  depriving  himfelf  of  the  poffeffion  and  en-? 
joyment  of  any  real  happinefs. 

As  certainly  however  as  the  happinefs  of  the  fu- 
ture world  has  innumerable  ftages  and  degrees  :  fo 
certain  is  it  likewife  that  it  will  gradually  increafe 
and  perpetually  grow  in  the  fame  proportion.  We 
cannot  comprehend  all  things,  underftand  all  things, 
enjoy  all  things  at  once ;  we  cannot  with  our  facul- 
ties at  once  perform  all  things  that  they  are  abfolutely 
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able  to  perform.    But  we  can  progreffively  learn  to 
comprehend  and  underftand  more,  progreffively  to 
feel  and  enjoy  more,  progreffively  to  undertake  and 
achieve  more.     It  is  the  prerogative  of  our  nature, 
that  it  can  be  infinitely  elevated  and  perfefted ;  but 
by  reafon  of  its  inherent  limitation,  this  can  only 
be  done  gradually,  by  little  and  little.     Were  the 
happinefs  of  that  life  to  come  fuddenly  upon  us 
in  the  higheft  degree  of  perfeftion  of  which  the  hu- 
man nature  is  capable,  we  ffiould  lofe  the  confciout 
nefs  of  ourfelf,  our  perfonality,  and  that  happinefs 
could  be  neither  the  confequence  nor  the  reward  of 
our  life  on  earth.     But  even  this,  my  dear  friends, 
will  confer  an  additional  value  on  that  happinefs  in 
our  eyes.  What  a  glorious  fentiment,  the  fentiment 
of  ever  increafing  aptitude  in  good,  of  ever  greater 
capacity  for  more  important  affairs,  for  purer  de- 
lights ;  what  a  ravifhing  profped,  that  of  the  affiired 
hope,  by  perpetual  experience  confirmed,  of  everlaft- 
ingly  proceeding  from  one  ftage  of  knowledge,  of 
wifdom,  of  virtue,  to  another,  and  thus  of  approach- 
ing forever  nearer  to  God,  the  inexhauftible  fource 
of  all  perfeflion  and  happinefs !  Oh  what  fliould  we 
Jiere  not  readily  do  and  bear,  what  fliould  appear  too 
difficult  and  laborious,  for  being  worthy  of  this  ex- 
alted hope !  Yes,  let  every  man  that  hath,  or  would 
have  this  hope  in  him  purify  himfelf,  even  as  he, 
our  captain  and  lord,  is  pure ! 

The  happinefs  of  the  future  life  will  fecondly  be 
an  aflive,  a  bufy  life,  occupied  in  a  continued  fuc- 
ceffion  of  good,  virtuous  deeds.     This  is  grounded 
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in  our  nature.     Without  aSivity,  without  exertion 
and  application  of  power  no  conception  of  life  can 
be  formed,  at  leaft  of  a  contented  and  happy  life. 
No,  the  eafier,  the  furer,  the  more  unobftruftedly 
we  can  ufe  our  capacities  and  powers ;  the  more 
tmreftrided  and  freely  we  can  employ  them  in  pur- 
fuance  of  our  own  perceptions  and  in  promoting  the 
objeds  of  our  own  choice ;   the  more  we  can  exe- 
cute by  them,  and  the  more  completely  we  can  ex- 
ecute by  them  that  to  which  we  apply  them :  the 
more  contented  and  happy  are  we  here,  and  the 
more  contented  and  happy  in  the  fame  proportion 
fhall  we  be  there.    Thus  alone  do  we  exift  and  live 
with  confcioufnefs,  and  rejoice  in  our  exiftence  and 
our  life.     Thus  alone  are  we  fenfible  of  the  per- 
feftion  to  which  we  have  already  attained,  and  tri- 
umph by  anticipation  in  the  fuperior  perfection  wc 
are  ftriving  to  reach.     In  what  elfe,  I  would  afk, 
confifts  the  confummatc  perfe£tion  and  happinefs  of 
the  deity,  but  in  unbounded  activity,  in  the  mofl 
full  and  entire  application  of  his   infinite  power, 
which  upholds  all,  vivifies  all,  operates  in  all  and 
through  all,  condufts  all  to  his  fupreme  defign,  to 
univerfal  good,  and  is  inceffantly  difFufing  life  and 
energy  and  joy  and  felicity  throughout  the  whole 
creation  ? 

Imagine  not  therefore,  that  the  happinefs  of  the 
future  life,  as  we  are  apt  but  too  often  to  reprefent 
it,  confifts  in  fuch  a  vifion  of  God  and  his  glory,  in 
fuch  a  conftant  enjoyment  of  felicity  and  delight,  in 
fuch  extatic  tranfports,  as  leave  us  in  a  fimply  paffive 

con- 


•THE  HAPPINESS  OF  THE  FUTURE  LIFE.     4II 

condition,  yielding  to  the  impreflions  of  extrinfic 
objefts,  without  any  concomitant  aftion  of  our  own. 
In  that  cafe,  thefe  emotions  and  this  enjoyment 
would  prefently  become  indifferent  to  us ;  at  leaft 
we  Ihould  always  remain  at  the  fame  point  of 
perfeftion  and  happinefs,  and  come  fhort  of  the 
true  end  of  our  being.  But  likewife  hence  conclude, 
my  pious  hearers,  that  a  dull,  inert,  inaftive,  lazy 
life,  confumed  in  fruitlefs,  idle  meditations,  in  un- 
profitable, mechanical  exercifes  of  devotion^  can 
never  poffibly  be  the  proper  preparation  for  that 
fuperior  and  better  life  which  we  expect  after  death. 
No,  the  more  faithfully  we  here  employ  our  talents 
and  abilities ;  the  more  diligently  we  here  fulfil 
the  feveral  duties  of  our  ftation  and  calling ;  the 
more  ufeful  we  endeavour  to  become  to  our  bre- 
thren ;  the  more  unremittedly  and  unweariedly  we 
here  labour  and  effeftuate  good ;  the  more  adive 
and  bufy  the  whole  of  our  life  on  earth  is :  the 
more  fit  and  'qualified  do  we  render  ourfelves  for 
that  better,  fuperior  life. 

It  is  true,  the  fcripture  promifes  to  the  godly  a 
reft  in  the  life  to  come.  It  is  true,  the  weary  pil- 
grim on  earth  frequently  fighs  for  reft ;  and  the 
more  obftacles  he  meets  with  on  his.  courfe,  the 
more  burdens  he  has  to  bear,  the  more  eagerly  will 
he  long  for  reft.  But  reft  is  not  inadion,  and  he 
who  is  panting  for  reft  feels  a  painful  languor  and 
fatigue.  This  being  removed,  and  the  man  can  ufe 
bis  ftrength  without  impediment,  or  mafter  the  op^ 
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pofition  he  finds,  inftead  of  finking  beneath  it ;  or 
if  he  difcover  fources  whence  he  may  continually 
derive  frefh  vigour,  and  which  he  can  never  ex- 
hauft  :  aftivity,  the  moft  divei^fified  aftivity  is  then 
his  real  life,  his  peculiar  happinefs. 

And  what  a  diverfified,  generous,  glorious  activity 
may  not  creatures  who  poffefs  energies  fo  various, 
fo  great  and  fo  capable  of  greater  elevation,  expefl: 
in  a  ftate,  where  they  are  no  longer  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  the  neceflities  of  this  animal,  terrene  life, 
will  no  longer  meet  with  fo  much  oppofition  on  all 
fides,  no  longer  groan  under  the  infirmities  and 
pains  of  their  grofs  terreftrial  (hell,  no  longer  fpend 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  faving  and  hoard- 
ing for  the  other,  where  in  the  objefts  and  perfons 
around  them  they  will  probably  find  as  many  en- 
couragements and  alleviations  in  the  beft  and  moft 
ufeful  aftivity  as  they  have  here  found  obftacles  and 
refti*aints.  And  how  can  an  intelligent  and  good 
man  in  that  ftate  ever  be  wanting  in  objefts  and  op- 
portunities for  the  nobleft  and  moft  beneficial  a6ti- 
vity,  while  he  is  a  fubject  of  the  immenfe  kingdom 
of  God,  a  citizen  of  his  univerfe,  which  is  infinite  in 
extent  and  replete  with  innumerable  wonders  ;  while 
he  lives  among  perfons,  among  beings  who  are 
placed  in  various  reciprocal  connexions  and  rela-i 
tions,  who  mutually  communicate  and  receive  the 
perceptions  and  abilities  of  each  other,  who  mutu- 
ally teach  and  learn,  who  advance  hand  in  hand  to 
greater  perfedion,  and  may  mutually  alleviate  in 
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numberlefs  methods  every  ftep  on  the  road  to  it  ? 
What  new  exercifes  for  our  faculties,  what  impor- 
tant afiFairs,  what  honourable  ccmmiflions  will  the 
father  and  preceptor  of  mankind  confign  to  us  in 
proportion  to  the  integrity  and  fidelity  with  which  we 
have  here  fulfilled  his  purpofes,  and  finiflied  the  talk 
which  he  fet  us  to  do !  How  much  greater  affairs  fliall 
we  then  be  called  to  undertake  and  to  achieve,  if 
we  have  been  faithful  in  the  little  that  was  entrufted 
to  us  here,  if  we  have  employed  thefe  years  of  our 
firft  education  and  nurture  on  earth  to  the  ends  to 
which  they  were  appointed,  if  we  have  quitted  the 
fchool  of  this  life  with  the  experience  and  accom- 
plifhments  which  we  may  and  ought  to  acquire  in  it. 
Though  we  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of  the  fpeci- 
fie  kinds  of  our  future  ads,  of  the  performances 
and  occupations  that*  await  us,  yet  our  nature  and 
our  defignation,  yet  the  promifes  of  the  All-gracious 
give  us  room  alfo  in  this  particular  to  expe£t  far, 
far  more  than  we  are  at  prefent  able  to  conceive. 
And  this  may  amply  fuffice  to  encourage  us  to  the 
faithful  application  of  the  talents  and  endowments 
committed  to  us  here,  and  to  caufe  us  never  to  be 
remifs,  never  to  be  weary  in  well  doing. 

In  fliort,  my  pious  hearers,  and  this  is  my  third 
obfervation^  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life  will  be 
in  a  ftate  of  fociety,  will  be  enjoyed  by  numbers  in 
common,  and  thus  infinitely  multiplied  and  height- 
ened. The  facred  writings  allow  us  not  to  doubt  of 
it.  They  fpeak  of  affemblies  of  juft  men  made  per- 
7  feft; 
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feft  ;  of  a  future  city,  not  made  -with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God  ; 
of  many  manfions  in  the  Father's  houfe,  in  which 
our  forerunner  Jefus  prepares  a  place  for  us,  and  in 
which  all  his  faithful  followers  aflemble  rounxl  him ; 
of  a  near  and  continual  being  with  the  Lord,  and 
the  concomitant  enjoyment  of  the  glory  which  the 
Father  has  given  him.  We  poffefs  the  difpofitions, 
the  capacities  for  focial  life.  We  have  a  propenfity, 
not  lefs  general  than  flrong  to  attachment  and 
union.  We  find  in  this  mutual  attachment  and 
union  a  fource  no  lefs  abundant  than  pure  of  fatis- 
fiaftion  and  pleafure.  We  cannot  figure  to  our- 
felves  any  diftinftion,  any  happinefs  as  very  defira- 
ble,  or  altogether  fatisfadory,  which  we  cannot 
communicate  to  any  one  elfe,  nor  partake  with  any 
one  elfe.  And  how  could  mankind  better  exercife 
and  ftrengthen  their  faculties  and  endowments,  than 
by  imparting  them  to  each  other,  mutually  allifting 
one  another  by  the  ufe  of  them,  applying  them  to 
focial  concerns  and  views,  and  hand  in  hand  driving 
forward  to  fuperior  perfection  ?  How  could  even 
the  life  to  come  be  an  adive  life,  unlefs  we  ad  upon 
others  and  others  upon  us,  unlefs  we  mutually  im- 
part our  emotions,  our  fentiments,  our  perceptions, 
our  experiences,  our  aptitudes,  our  fatisfadions,  and 
produce  thereby  a  variety  of  alterations  without  us  ? 
How  could  in  fhort  that  happinefs  be  a  ftate  of  re- 
tribution, if  the  feveral  connexions  with  the  per- 

fons  among  whom  we  have  liyed,  from  whom  we 
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have  received  good  and  to  whom  we  have  done 
good,  who  have  correfted  and  improved  us,  or  have 
been  correQied  and  improved  by  us,  were  entirely 
to  drop  off?  We  cannot  indeed  by  any  means 
afcertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  thefe  future  re- 
lations, any  more  than  the  method  of  carrying  on 
our  reciprocal  communications  and  of  living  in 
fociety.  Indeed  numberlefs  things  of  this  kind  that 
relate  to  our  prefent  wants  and  limitations,  to  our 
prefent  earthly  life,  will  no  longer  fabfift ;  and  it 
would  be  idle  prefumption  to  pretend,  in  the  dark- 
nefs  that  furrounds  us  at  prefent,  to  define  objects 
which,  according  to  the  expreffion  of  holy  writ,  eye 
hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  in- 
to the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  The  true  wor- 
fhipper  of  God,  the  chriflian,  refigns  all  this  with 
calmnefs  and  compofure  of  mind  to  the  confummate 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Mod  High,  and  expeds 
of  him  likewife  in  this  refpeft  far  more  than  we  are 
yet  able  to  comprehend  and  to  conceive. 

And  what  profpefts  arife  to  him  in  the  full  af- 
furance  of  faith  from  this  expeftation !  What  de- 
lights, what  felicities,  does  it  not  allow  him  to  hope 
for !  To  fee  the  Lord,  his  deliverer,  his  fovereign 
benefaftor,  the  complete  exemplar  of  human  virtue 
a<W  perfection,  the  reftorcr  of  human  dignity  and 
freedom ;  the  Lord,  the  captain  of  his  falvation, 
whom  he  already  here  fo  fervently  loves,  and  in 
whom  he  fo  cordially  rejoices,  to  behold  him,  to 
converfe  with  him,  to  be  led  into  all  truth  by  him, 
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and  to  be  a  partaker  in  his  glory :  what  hopes,  what 
expeftations  muft  this  awaken  in  the  heart  of  the 
chriftian  who  defervedly  bears  that  title !  And  then 
—  to  be  feparated  from  fools  and  profligates,  from 
the  vicious  and  the  vain,  from  tyrants  and  flaves,  to 
join  the  afl^embly  of  the  intelligent,  the  wife,  the 
virtuous  of  all  ages  and  nations,  to  enter  into  clofe 
conneftion  and  intimacy  with  them,  to  learn  of  them 
and  with  them,  to  confider  and  ufe  their  light  as  his 
light,  their  abilities  as  his  abilities,  their  happinefs  as 
his  happinefs,  to  admire  and  adore  in  communion 
with  them  the  univerfal  Father,  the  lord  God  omni- 
potent, in  his  works,  to  operate  with  them  in  a  new 
and  more  extcnfive  fphere  of  aftion,  and  to  be  oc- 
cupied for  the  general  profperity  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  thus  with  them  to  proceed  from  one  point 
of  perfedion  to  another  :  what  have  we  not  to  ex- 
peft  from  it !  What  inexhauftible  fources  of  hap- 
pinefs are  now  opened  and  prepared  for  us !  Oh 
let  us  now,  my  dear  friends,  let  us  even  now,  to- 
day, while  it  is  called  to-day,  endeavour  to  render 
ourfelves  continually  more  capable  and  worthy  of 
this  delightful,  this  facred  intercourfe ;  let  us  al- 
ready here  fo  think  and  live,  as  becomes  the  citizens 
of  heaven,  as  becomes  beings  who  are  called  to 
fuch  abundant  and  exalted  happinefs.  Even  htfre 
fliould  wifdom  and  virtue  and  piety  be  the  ultimate 
aim  of  our  endeavours,  as  they  will  hereafter  be  the 
bafis  and  the  ftandard  of  our  entire  felicity* 


TrTi     m . 
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SERMON    LVI. 

By  what  means  we  tapacitate  mrfelvesfir  the  Hafh 
pinefs  of  the  future  Life. 


f^  OD,  though  our  life  on  earth  be  fo  fhort  and 
fleeting,  it  is  neverthelefs  extremely  important 
in  its  deftination  and  in  its  confequences.  It  is  the 
iirft  period  of  an  eziftence  that  is  never  entirely  to 
ceafe,  the  preparation  to  a  life  that  is  to  endure  for 
ever  and  to  become  perpetually  more  perfe£t  and 
happy.  Here  it  is  thy  gracious  purpofe  to  educate 
iis  for  that  fuptrior,  better  life.  Here  we  are  by 
wifdom  and  virtue  to  become  capable  of  the  occupa* 
tibns  and  fatisfaftions  of  it.  Here  we  are  to  learn  to 
obey  thee,  to  love  thee,  to  put  our  truft  in  thee,  to 
love  our  brethren  and  to  conduce  in  heart  and 
life  to  the  general  welfare,  and  hereafter  in  the 
purer  enjoyment  of  thy  love,  in  the  completer  ac- 
complifliment  of  thy  will,  in  the  mod  generally  ufe« 
ful  activity  to  find  that  joy  and  felicity,  which  we 
here  only  know  and  enjoy  in  their  firft  beginnings* 
God,  how  can  we  be  careful  and  diligent  enough,  in 
availing  ourfelves  of  ihefe  refplende&t  hopes  ?  How 
VOL.  II.  E  E  with 
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with  competent  fidelity  manage  and  traniaA  what 
thou  haft  here  committed  to  our  truft  ?  Far  be  all 
indolence,  all  remiffnefs  in  good  from  us !  Far  be  it 
from  us,  ever  to  ftand  ftill  on  the  path  that  leads  to 
wifddm  and  virtue,  to  chriftiaa  perfection,  or  ever  to 
be  weary  in  well-doing.  No,  to  employ  all  our  capa- 
cities and  powers,  all  our  gifts  and  endowments  agree-^ 
ably  to  thy  will,  to  become  progrefEvely  wifer  and 
better,  to  think  and  to  a6k  continually  more  confden- 
tioufly,  to  obey  thee  with  ever  greater  inclination  and 
delight,  to  refign  ourfelves  more  and  more  dutifully 
and  confidently  to  thy  parental  guidance,  and  thereby 
to  render  ourfelves  more  capable  of  ever  greater 
tranfa£tions,  of  ever  fublimer  joys :  be  this  the  ulti- 
mate objefl:  of  our  ambition,  this  our  unremitted 
aim !  God,  confirm  thou  us  in  thefe  pious  fentiments 
and  refoluticMis,  and  traufe  them  even  by  the  medita- 
tions which  we  now  purpofe  to  engage  in,  to  be- 
come aftive,  lively,  and  truly  efKcacious  in  us.  Teach 
us  here  to  think  and  live  fo  as  to  become  continu- 
ally more  capable  and  worthy  of  that  better  ^ver- 
laltixig  life,  which  thou  haft  promifed  us  by  Jefus. 
Hearken  to  our  prayer,  which  we  offer  up  to  thee 
In  his  name,  and  conclude,  as  his  votaries,  with  filial 
confidence,  in  his  own  prevailing  words :  Our  fa- 
ther, &c^ 


ROM. 
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Who  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds ;  IQ 
them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  welUdoing  ieek  for 
glory  and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life* 

]^T  OBOD Y  can  with  any  degree  of  attention  re* 
'^       fled  on  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life,  no- 
body can  figure  it  to  himfelf  in  any  lively  manner, 
but  he  muft  immediately  feel  a  longing  defire  to  ob- 
tain it.     What  is  more  natural  to  man  than  the  ^^iih 
for  happinefs,  for  continued,  ever-increafing,  nciver- 
ending  happinefs  ?  How  is  it  poilible  for  him  to  be  in- 
different to  the  doom  that  awaits  him  after  death, 
fmce  this  death  may  come  upon  him  fo  foon,  fo  un- 
expe£bedly,  to^iay  or  to-morrow,  and  put  an  end  to 
hisprefent  ftate  of  being  ?    And  how  deeply' fidlen 
from  his  native  dignity  muft  that  tn^n  be,  who  can 
be  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  pleafures  of  this  ter- 
reflrial  life,  which  are  fo  uncertain,  fo   tranfient^ 
mingled  with  fo  many  pains  and  difquietudes,  fo  much 
difgufl:  and  languor,  fo  as  to  fupprefs  in  his  heart  all 
defure  for  a  better,  a  fuperior  ftate,  for  purer  and 
more  lafting  enjoyment !    No,  the  defire,  the  ard^t 
defire  of  greater  perfe&ion  and  happinefs  is,  witli 
but  few  exceptions,  common  to  all   thofe  of  tha 
fpedes  who  by  culture  and  inftrudion  ^are  awakened 
to  refledion.     They  are  therefore  ever  ready  tq  dp 
or  to  abftain  from  fomething  or  other,  greater  or 
lefs,  in  order  to  obtain  their  defire.  tVhat  penances, 
what  mortifications,  what  torments  have  they  not 

£  £  2  volun* 
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voluntarily  endured  for  this  purpofe !  How  great 
the  facrifices  by  which  they  liave  thought  to  pur- 
chafe  heaven  ?  How  have  they  racked  their  inven- 
tion for  bodily  exercifes  and  external  rites  to  the 
fame  end !  As  their  notions  however  of  that  happi- 
nefs  were  and  ftill  are  very  often  erroneous,  fo  muft 
all  their  endeavours  to  obtain  it  be  fruitlefs.  Where- 
as, the  more  we  ftudy  to  elucidate  and  reftify  thofe 
i4eas,  the  better  (hall  we  learn  alfo  how  to  know 
'^nd  to  employ  the  means  whereby  we  may  become 
partakers  of  that  happincfs.  I  intend  therefore,  my 
pious  hearers,  to  make  the  application,  and  fo  to  in- 
creafe  the  benefit  of  my  former  difcourfes  on  this 
fubjeft,  by  pointing  out  to  you  the  means  whereby 
\ve  may  render  ourfelves  moft  capable  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  future  life,  and  how  we  may  beft  prepare 
for  it. 

It  is  manifeft  to  every  reflefting  mind,  that  fingle, 
tranfient  aftions  or  pra£tices,  however  right  and 
proper  in  themfelves,  cannot  be  the  beft,  the  proper 
means  for  capacitating  and  fitting  onefelf  for  a  ftate 
that  is  to  be  fixt  and  permanent.  Only  that  which 
gives  the  proper  tone  and  direftioo  to  our  temper, 
our  character ;  only  that  which  produces  lafting  al- 
terations in  our  mind,  and  procures  a  greater  dex- 
terity in  particular  matters  :  that  alone  is  due  pre- 
paration for  the  happinefs  of  the  fuperior  life. 
Though  we  ihould  therefore  never  fo  punctually 
attend  the  duties  of  public  and  private  worfliip ; 
tho^jfh  we  fliould  pafs  never  fo  much  rime  in  fer- 
vent 
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vent  prayer  for  the  felicity  of  heaven ;  though  we 
ihould  confume  the  laft  hours,  the  laft  days,  the  lad 
months,  the  laft  years  of  our  life  in  continued  exer- 
cifes  of  devotion,  but  at  the  fame  time  flight  and 
negle£l  our  moral  correction  and  improvement :  all 
the  former  would  avail  us  nothing,  and  we  ihould 
become  by  it  not  at  all  the  more  capacitated  and 
fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  celeftial  happinefs.  Hence 
infer  to  the  inftruftion  and  compofure  of  your 
minds,  that  our  future  portion  depends  not  on  the 
quality  and  employment  of  our  laft  hours  and  days, 
but  on  the  quality  and  employment  of  the  whole  of 
our  life  on  earth. 

Yes,  and  this  is  my  leading  principle,  my  general 
axiom,  the  beft  ufe,  the  beft,  moft  confcientious  ap- 
plication of  our  life  on  earth,  in  its  whole  fcheme 
and  in  all  its  parts,  is  the  beft,  the  only  fafe  provi- 
fion  and  preparation  for  the  happinefs  of  the  life  to 
come.  Whoever  in  the  prefent  ftate  is  and  becomes 
and  does,  what  therein  he  is  able  and  ought  to  be 
and  to  become  and  to  do,  will  alfo  be  and  become 
it  in  the  future  ;  whoever  here  fliall  climb  the  afcent 
of  moral  perfefUon  to  a  certain  point,  or  becomes 
good  and  virtuous  to  a  certain  degree,  the  fame  will 
there  afcend  to  a  proportionate  degree  of  happjfi^Is* 
This  is  a  neceflary  refult  of  the  general  obfervations, 
which  we  have  propounded  to  you  for  the  redifica- 
tion  of  the  vulgar  notions  concerning  the  happinefs 
of  the  future  life.  We  now  proceed,  by  a  clofer 
application  of  them,  to  fhew  how  we  may  beft  pre- 
j^e  and  fit  ourfelves  for  it. 

E  I  3  If 
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If  firft  the  happinefs  of  the  life  to  come  is  to  be 
adapted  to  the  human  nature  in  general,  and  to  the 
nature  of  every  individual  perfon  in  particular: 
then  fiiun  on  one  hand  whatever  leflens,  degrades, 
difgraces  the  human  nature ;  whatever  dtvefts  the 
man  of  his  dignity  and  levels  him  with  the  beads  of 
the  field.     Shun  therefore  error,  fm,  vice,  fenfua- 
lity,  levity,  heedleflhefs,  the  thraldom  of  the  lulls 
and  paffions.     Think,  fay,  do  nothing,  of  which  a 
man  need  be  aihamed  before  himfelf  and  before 
thewifeft  and  bed  of  his  fellow-creatures.     And 
addi&  yourfelf  on  the  other  hand  to  whatever  may 
elevate,  dignify,  perfeft   your  nature ;  endeavour 
to  give  it  all  the  advantages  and  accomplifbments, 
whereof  it  is  capable.     Strive  after  knowledge  and 
wifdpm,  after  virtue  and  piety,  and  flrive  after 
them  more  than  after  riches  and  honour,  than  after 
power  and  authority,  than  after  all  extrinfic  earthly 
goods*     Unfold  therefore  and  exercife  your  intel- 
leflual  powers.     I  mean  not  to  fay,  that  to  the  ne* 
gle£k  of  the  duties  of  your  calling  you  fhould  ac- 
quire extenfive  erudition.   The  greater  part  of  what 
bfeais  that  name  will  and  mufl  evaporate  in  the  fu- 
ture (late  as  utterly  unferviceable.     Only  the  me* 
tbod  in  which  we  have  acquired  it,  or  the  degree  in 
which  by  its  moeans  we  are  become  more  intelligent 
and  wife,  procures  an  abiding  utility.     We  are  to 
become  intelligent  and  wife,  and  this  we  may  be  by 
bufmefs  as  well  as  by  literature,  if  we  purfue  both 
the  one  and  the  other  with  refledlion,  with  confider- 
ation,  mih  confdoufnefi  of  felf,  with  regard  to  their. 

reafons 
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rcafons  and  combinations  and  confequences.  If  ye 
therefore  here,  by  whatever  means,  learn  to  compre- 
hehd,  to  furvey,  to  compare  more  objefis,  to  judge 
of  them  more  juftly  and  quickly,  to  chufe  between 
them  more  poCtively,  to  manage  them  better  aQ4 
employ  them  more  fldlfuUy :  then,  let  the  things 
that  teach  you  this,  be  and  be  called  as  they  may, 
they  will  thereby  render  you  capable  of  a  fuperior 
flate,  and  of  a  more  fuccefsful  application  of  your 
mental  faculties  in  it,  Ufe  at  the  fame  time  unre- 
mitted exercife  in  virtue.  Refine,  confirm  your 
tafte  for  whatever  is  true  and  beautiful  and  good 
and  will  abide  for  ever.  Set  your  affeflions  on  the 
beft,  the  worthieft  objefts  j  objefts  that  always,  here 
and  there,  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  future  world, 
retain  their  value.  Learn  continually  to  gain  a 
completer  maftery  over  yourfelf  and  your  fenfual 
appetites,  and  to  become  daily  more  independent  on 
outward,  vifible  things;  learn  to  hearken  to  God 
and  his  will  with  ever  greater  willingnefs  and  joy, 
learn  to  feek  and  to  find  in  the  difcharge  of 
your  duty,  in  afts  of  juftice  and  mercy,  ever 
greater  fatisfaftion ;  learn  to  be  more  and  more 
refolute  and  immovable  in  thinking  and  adling 
upon  found  and  generous  principles;  open  the 
avenues  of  your  heart  continually  more  to  the 
motives  and  demands  of  charity,  of  the  love  of 
God  and  of  mankind,  and  let  a  continually  com- 
pleter harmony  prevail  between  your  thoughts,  fen- 
timents,  aSions,  efforts  and  defigns.  Thus  will  ye  ' 
render  yourfielves  fit  to  pafs  over  into  a  ftate,  whera 

£  E  4  human, 
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human  nature  mil  appear  in  its  native  dignity,  and 
wifdom  and  virtue  and  pure  undiflembled  love  unir 
verfally  prevail. 

If  farther  the  happinefs  of  the  life  to  come  will  bq 
analogous  to  the  quality  of  the  prefent ;  a  confe- 
quence,  an  onward  continuance  of  the  perfeftion 
already   here    acquired,    of   the    felicity  already 
here   enjoyed:    this  life   then  fhould  be  of  real 
importance  to  you,  and  the  beft,  the  worthieft  ufe 
of  it  ypu|r  grand  concern.    Nothing  of  all  that  you 
here  conceive  and  do,  Ihould  be  ^bfolutely  indiffer- 
ent to  you,  becaufe  nothing  is  imattended  by  feme 
confequences  in  futurity.     Inftead  of  thinking  like 
the  carelefs  and  wanton  only  on  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, and  exifting  and  living  in  the  prefent  mor 
ment,  you  fhould  always  keep  the  future  in  view, 
and  let  it  have  more  or  lefs  influence  on  all  your  re- 
folutions,  on  the  whole  of  your  carriage  and  deports 
mcnt.     If  the  former  content  themfelves  with  a(k- 
ing :  Will  that  which  I  now jurpofe and  do,  bring 
me  prefent  pleafure  or  pain,  profit  or  lo^s  ?     Will 
it  be  approved  or  cenfured  by  this  or  that  fet  of  per- 
fons  ?     You  fhould  occafionally  be  occupied  with 
the  more  important  queflions  :     How  fhall  I  here- 
after in  a  fuperior  ftate  behold  and  judge  of  this 
matter,  this  tranfadUon,  this  enjoyment  ?     Will  the 
recolledion  of  it  then  refrelh  or  trouble  me  ?    Will 
it  then  draw  beneficial  or  injurious  confequences 
upon  me  ?     Will  it  likewife  there  redound  to  my 
honour  and  procure  me  felicity,  where  the  preju- 
dices of  this  terreflrial  life  are  no  longer  of  any 

avail 
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javail  and  only  wifdom  and  virtue  are  efteemed  and 
honoured  ?  Would  ye  therefore  prepare  yourfelves 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life :  acquire  by  the 
bed  ufe  of  the  prefent  as  much  capacity,  as  much 
foundaUop,  as  much  matter  for  it,  as  ye  poffibly 
can.  Lay  up  for  yourfelves,  as  the  fcripture  has  it, 
t^eafures  for  futurity,  good  difpofitions,  good  habi- 
tudes, good  works,  that  ye  may  take  with  you  into 
the  grave  and  into  eternity,  and  which  ye  can  there 
employ,  confirm,  profecute,  augment.  Make  it  an 
inviolable  law  to  you,  to  think  nothing,  to  fay  no* 
thing,  to  do  nothing  here,  of  which  you  muft  there 
be  alhamed,  and  to  omit  nothing,  to  tranfaft  nothing 
carelefsly  and  negligently,  that  promifes  you  after- 
wards fatisfaftion  and  joy.  So  think  and  live  here, 
as  that  ye  may  hope  to  continue  the  fame  way  of 
thinking  and  living  in  a  fuperior  (late  without  in- 
curring fhame  and  confufion^  and  to  be  happy  in  fo 
doing. 

Has  thirdly  the  happinefs  of  the  future  life  very 
numerous  fteps  and  degrees,  and  will  it  be  ever  gra- 
dually increaiing  :  let  that  inflame  you  with  a  noble 
ardour  for  ever  higher  perfeftion,  for  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  perfeftion  of  which  ye  are  capable.  Content 
not  yourfelves  as  chriftians,  who  are  called  to  im- 
mortality, and  who,  as  our  text  fpeaks,  fhould  by  pa- 
tient continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glory  and  ho- 
nour and  immortality,  |>y  no  means  content  your- 
felves as  fuch,  witbwhat  k  vulgarly  called  virtue  and 
piety,  not  with  a  fimply  honeft  conduS,  free  from 
grofs  iniquities,  an  inoffenfive  behaviour  now  and 

then 
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then  marked  with  a  few  good  and  humane  a£Hons.  It 
is  not  chriiUan  humility  and  modefty,  but  culpable 
indolence  and  meannefs,  that  fo  often  attempts  to 
perfuade  you,  that  you  have  already  done  fuffident, 
and  have  gone  quite  far  enough  for  efcaping  the  pu- 
pifliments  of  the  world  to  copje,  and  for  giving  you 
reafon  to  expefl;  one  of  the  Jowermoft  fituations  in 
the  felicity  of  heaven.     He   who  entertains  fuch 
thoughts  and  fentiments,  is  not  fit  for  the  foci^^ 
for  the  converfe  of  the  noble,  the  wife,  and  good, 
w{io  are  gathered  to  Jefus,  the  model  and  exemplar 
of  human  perfection,  and  in  their  ever  greater  re^ 
femblance  to  him  feek  their  glory  and  their  felicity. 
Would  ye  become  capable  and  partakers  of  that 
happinefs ;  fet  no  arbitrary  bounds  to  your  endea- 
vours after  chriilian  virtue  and  perfedion.     Never 
deem   yoyrfelves    intelligent,    wife,    good,    pious 
enough.     Never  think  ye  have  worked  enough, 
ftruggled  enough,  done  enough,  for  being  fecure  of 
the  glorious,  unfading    prize,    which   chriflianity 
)iolds  out  before  you.     He  alone  obtains  that  prize, 
who,  like  the  apoftle  Paul,  forgetting  thofe  things 
that  are  behind,  prefles  forward  with  unabated  ar- 
dour for  that  radiant  gem,  which  fparkles  before 
him  at  the  end  of  his  courfe.     He  alone  is  crowned, 
who  fuflains  the  conflift  and  coi^tinues  faithful  to 
the  end.     He  alone  can  rcafonably  hope  to  proceed 
in  that  better  life  from  one  ftage  of  perfedUon  and 
happinefs  to  another,  who  has  here  unremittedly  an4 
indefatigably  laboured  to  bep orae  ever  wifer,  ever 
better,  and  continually  more  apt  and  expert  in  all 

good. 
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good.  Not  a  ftep  that  ye  make  here  on  the  road  of 
virtue  and  piety  is  for  nought,  but  every  one  that 
from  indolence  and  attachment  to  fenfuality  ye  neg- 
leQt  to  make,  is  attended  with  lofs,  lofs  irreparable 
and  infinite.     Your  prefent  fowing  and  your  future 
harvefl:  are  flrI£Uy  analogous.     Sow  here  plente* 
oufly,  if  ye  would  reap  plenteoufly  there.    Be  never 
liftlefs,  never  weary  in  well  doing,  if  ye  would  here- 
after enjoy  your  fill  of  good. 
.   Will  fourthly  the  happinefs  of  the  future  world 
coniift  in  a  greater  and  nobler  a&ivity,  and  does  that 
^£dvity  conftitute  the  real  proper  life  of  the  human 
as  well  as  of  every  other  intelled:  how  can  ye 
better  and  otherwife  prepare  and  fit  yourfelves  for 
it,  than  by  now  exerting  and  applying  your  inteU 
ledual  faculties  agreeably  to  their  deftination,  and 
by  learning  to  exert  and  apply  them  progreffively 
better,  morie  dextroufly,  more  furcly  ?    How  elfe 
but  by  leading  at  prefent  a  truly  adive  life,  in- 
duftrious  for  the  general  welfare  ?  Would  ye  there- 
fore become  capable  and  partakers  of  the  felicity  of 
heaven :  avoid  all  indolence,  all  liAleflhefs  in  the 
difcharge  of  your  duty  and  in  the  praftice  of  virtue, 
all  intentional  difufe,  or  negligent  ufe  of  your  capa- 
cities and  powers.    Bury  no  talent,  no  gift  which 
God  has  delivered  to  you  for  the  benefit  of  his 
children  on  earth,  but  put  it  out  to  ufe,  and  difpofe 
of  it  fer  the  intereft  of  your  brethren.     Seek  not 
your  happinefs  in  indolent  repofe,  in  enjoyment  ob- 
tained without  labour  and  pains.  Never  decline  the 

exertion 
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exertion  of  your  faculties,  and  foinetimes  even  to  fa- 
tigue, to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  duty  and  humanity. 
Be  never  weary  in  afts  of  juftice  and  mercy,  though 
you  (hould  not  immediately  reap  thofe  fruits  fix>m 
them  which  you  had  reafon  to  exped.     Let  every 
lawful  and  proper  exercife  of  your  faculties  be  al- 
ready as  exercife  important  and  agreeable  to  you, 
without  regard  to  what  you  now  undertake  or  ac* 
compliffi  by  it.     Though  you  here  perform  little  or 
nothing  by  it,  yet  you  have  thus  rendered  yourfelf 
litter  for  greater  affairs,  for  more  important  tranf- 
aflions  in  the  future  world.  — -  Make  therefore  al- 
ways the  beft  ufe  of  your  feveral  capacities  and 
powers,  gifts  and  acquirements.     Study  continually 
how  better  to  apply  them  to  the  ends  for  which  they 
were  given  you  by   God.     Alleviate  and  dignify 
your  employment  of  them  continually  more  and 
more,  by  confidering  yourfelves  as  the  fubjefts  of 
God,  as  inftruments  in  his  hands,  as  means  whereby 
he  executes  his  all  involving  decrees,  and  promotes 
the  benefit  of  all  his  creatures  and  children  in  hea- 
ven and  on  earth.  * —  — ^  Study  here,  in  the  firft 
place  of  your  education  and  difcipline,  to  do  the 
will  of  God  and  to  do  it  no  lefs  willingly  and  cheer- 
fully than  immediately  and  without  reply,  if  ye 
would  hereafter  be  fit  to  execute  his  behefts,   in 
other  provinces  of  his  domain,  and  in  the  execution 
of  them  to  enjoy  felicity.  Learn  at  prefent  to  revere 
the  ordinances  and  difpenfadons  of  your  father  in 
heaven  as  righteous  and  expedient,  and  dutifully 

to 
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to  refign  yourfelves  to  his  guidance  and  dire£tion, 
if  ye  would  afterwards  perceive  and  feel  the  wifdom 
and  tendernefs  of  his  proceedings,  and  exult  there- 
in.    Fill  worthily  the  lower  ftation,  the  inconfidera- 
ble  poft  ye  here  occupy,  if  ye  wifh  to  be  there  pro- 
moted to  higher  (lations,  to  more  important  offices. 
Be  diligent  and  indefatigable  in  the  performance  of 
the  tafk  that  is  here  affigned  you ;  tranfad  all  the 
affairs  of  the  ftation  and  calling,  in  which  provi- 
dence has  placed  you  with  confcientioufnefs  and  afli- 
duity ;  manage  all  the  goods  and  endowments,  that 
are  here  committed  to  your  truft,  with  inviolable 
fidelity,  if  ye  would  hereafter  as  faithful  ftewards  of 
the  manifold  gifts  of  God  be  entrufted  with  more, 
if  ye  would  hereafter  be  employed  in  greater  mat- 
ters, in  more  important  affairs.   Exercife  yourfelves 
in  fhort  now  with  unabated  diligence,  in  ferving  and 
affifling   every  one  according  to   your  ability,  10 
thinking  and  afting  difintereftedly  and  generoufly, 
in  readily  and  zealoufly  promoting  truth  and  virtue, 
religion  and  piety,  in  diffufing  around  you  refrelh* 
ment  and  comfort,  fadsfadHon  and  joy,  in  contri- 
buting as  much  as  poffible  to   the  mitigation  of 
human  mifery  and  to  the  augmentation  of  human 
happinefs,  if  ye  would  hereafter  enjoy  the  ravifhing 
delight,  of  doing  the  fame  in  a  more  exalted  fphere, 
and  to  a  father  extent. 

We  told  you  fifthly,  my  pious  hearers,  that  the 

•  happineis  of  the  world  to  come  will  be  enjoyed  bv 

numbers  together  and  be  a  fecial  ftate ;  and  this 

may 


430       MEAlfS  TO  CAPACITATE  OURS£LV£S 

may  alfo  teach  us  how  we  ihould  prepare  and  capa« 
citate  ourfelves  for  the  enjoyment  of  it.    Are  we  to 
be  fit  companions  for  the  wife  and  good,  the  vota- 
ries of  God  and  Jefus ;  are  we  to  enjoy  pleafure 
and  felicity  in  their  fociety  :  we  ourfelves  muft  be, 
at  lead  as  novices,  wife,  good,  and  iincere  votaries 
of  God  and  Jefus ;  we  muft  know  how  to  prize  and 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  advantage  of  fuch  inter- 
courie  and  fuch  company.    The  fame  fecial  virtues, 
which  here  render  our  connections  and  converfe 
with  our  fellow-creatures  agreeable  and  profitable, 
we  fhall  alfo  want  there.    The  faune  fentiments 
and  afiedions,  which  draw  us  together  here,  unite 
us  alfo  there.    There  as  here  muft  efteem,  benevo- 
lence, love,  cordiality  and  tender  fympathy  accom- 
pany us  to  our  brethren  and  aduate  us  in  our  inter- 
courfe  with  them.     There  as  here  muft  our  hearts 
be  reciprocally  open  to  each  other,  and  mutually 
correfpond  without  difguife  and  falfehood,  if  we 
would  be  happy  in  each  other.  There  as  here  would 
envy,  jealoufy,  vanity,  pride,  felfifhnefs  render  us 
totally  incapable  of  this  felicity.    Would  you  there- 
fore previoufly  fecure  it,  my  dear  friends,  exerdfe 
yourfelves  even  now  in  all  thofe  virtues,  .?uid  ilrive 
to  render  them  more  and  more  habitual.     Cleanfe 
your  hearts  more  and  more  from  all  felfifby  mean 
and  fordid  fentiments  and  afFe&ions.    Expand  them 
more  and  more  to  a  general,  undifTembled,  .unen- 
vious,^  adive  humanity.     Learn  more  and  more  to 
feparate  the  man  from  outward,  accidental  contin- 

12  gences. 
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gences,  from  the  light  and  the  fhade  which  height 
and  lownels  caft  upon  them,  and  to  efteem  and  love 
them  as  human  beings,  as  the  future  partakers  of 
your  immortality.  Take  a  real  intereft  in  whatever 
relates  to  others.  Be  not  totally  indifferent  to  any 
thing  that  concerns  them  as  men,  as  brethren,  to 
what  men,  what  brethren  do  or  fuffer  or  enjoy. 
Rejoice  in  all  the  beautiful  and  good  that  is  in  and 
among  mankind,  and  is  effeftuated  by  them.  Look 
not,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  every  man  fimply  on  his 
own  concerns,  but  alfo  on  the  concerns  of  others, 
;0[^am  more  and  more  willingly  and  generoufly-to 
-^give,  and  more  and  more  gratefully  and  joyfully 
to  recdve.  This  will  both  here  and  hereafter  pro- 
cure you  accefs  to  the  bofoms  of  all  the  wife  and 
good,  of  all  good  chriftians,  and  capacitate  you  for 
the  complete  enjoyment  of  that  felicity,  which  flows 
JErom  mutual,  pure  and  generous  love. 


'      ■     i  ■■  I  — ^ 


SERMON    LVII. 


The  Advantages  of  our  Knowledge  in  the  future  Ltfi* 


/^  ODj  thou  haft  endowed  uS,  as  rational  trea- 
^^  tures,  as  beings  cloathed  with  thy  likenefs, 
with  a  capacity  for  perceiving  truth  and  for  ad- 
vancing progreffively  farther  in  the  knowledge  of 
it.  Thou  haft  revealed  thyfelf  to  us  both  in  nature 
and  in  fcripture,  and  vouchlafed  us  various  means 
of  information  and  inftru&ion.  Thanks  be  to  thee, 
our  creator  and  father,  for  the  manifold  and  glori- 
ous diftindions  with  which  thou  haft  favoured  us ! 
Thankfgiving  and  praife  be  particularly  rendered  ta 
thee»  for  that  we  are  able  to  foar  in  thought  to  thee„ 
the  primordial  fount  of  truth,  for  that  we  can  con- 
ceive of  thee  and  have  communion  with  thee,  the 
confummately  perfeft  intelligence,  the  father  of  fpi- 
rits.  Though  all  the  knowledge  we  can  here  acquire, 
is  extremely  defedive  and  imperfect,  it  is  neverthe* 
lefs  fui&cient  to  lead  us  fafely  on  the  road  of  life, 
and  to  calm  our  minds  amidft  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  it.  And  what  great  improveiftnt, 
what  enlargement,  what  farther  growth  of  it  doe^ 
thy  parental  tendemefs  not  allow  us  to  hope  for  in 
a  fuperior  ftate !     What  light  \|rill  then  difpel  the 
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prefent  darknefs!  What  a  brilliant  day  fucceed 
that  night,  in  which  we  are  now  involved  !  Oh  let 
this  exalted  hope  infpire  us  with  courage  and  refo- 
lution,  whenever  we  begin  to  feel  the  aggravation 
of  that  darknefs,  and  the  horrors  of  this  night. 
Teach  us  carefUIy  to  employ  every  ray  of  that  light 
which  at  prefent  thou  caufeft  to  fhine  upon  us, 
and  by  the  brightneis  of  it  to  purfue  our  way  with 
confidence  and  joy,  and  not  come  (hort  of  the  glo- 
rious prize.  To  know  the  truth  and  to  follow  as  it 
leads,  be  that  at  prefent  and  for  ever  our  unremitted 
aim,  our  greateft  glory !  Blefe  in  the  abundance  of 
thy  grace  the  meditations  that  are  now  to  occupy 
our  minds.  Let  them  raife  our  affedhons  above  the 
attra£tion  of  things  vifible,  and  fix  them  on  the  un« 
feen  and  eternal  world.  For  this  we  pray  thee  in 
the  name  of  our  lord  and  faviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  in 
whom  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence, 
as  his  votaries,  unto  thy  gracious  throne,  and  ad-^ 
drefs  thee  further  in  his  words :  Our  father,  &c. 


I  CORINTH,  xiii.  12. 


For  now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly ;  but  then  face  to 
face :  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  (hall  I  know  even  as 
alfo  r  am  known. 

TTOWEVER  impofTible  it  may  be,  as  I  recently 

took  occafion  to  obferve,  for  us  to  form  any 

adequate  notions  concerning  the  happinefs  of  the 

VOL.  II.  F  F  future 


434     THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  OUR  KNOWLEDGE 

future  life:  we  may  however,  my  pious  hearerSt 
greatly  extend  and  redify  our  more^eneral  ideas  of 
it.  We  may  form  analogies  between  our  prefent 
and  future  (late,  and,  by  feparating  the  imper- 
fe£)ions  and  frailties  inherent  in  the  former,  from 
the  latter,  gain  fome  conception  of  fieraral  of  its  adp 
vantages  and  felicities.  This  we  can  do  more  efpe* 
cially  in  regard  to  our  knowledge  and  to  our  virtu^ 
or  our  moral  perfeAion ;  concerning  which  in  the 
future  life  the  holy  fcriptures  are  abundantly  ezpU* 
cit.  And  both,  knowledge  and  virtue,  conftitute  a 
no  lefs  important  than  eflential  part  of  all  human 
happinefs,  nay  indeed  of  the  happinefs  of  all  intelli« 
gent  beings.  We  will  at  this  time  confine  ourfelves 
to  the  former  of  thefe  two  particulars. 

Knowledge  is  even  at  prefent  an  eflential  prerogaf- 
tive  of  man  over  all  the  fubordinate  creatures  of  the 
earth  ;  is  even  at  prefent  the  link  that  conneds  him 
with  the  invifible,  with  the  fpiritual  world,  that  con» 
ne&s  him  with  the  deity,  and  renders  him  capable 
of  communication  with  them.  It  already  now  fets 
all  his  faculties  and  energies  in  motion^  impels  him 
to  various  enterprifes  and  anions,  and  difclofes  to 
him  numberlefs  fources  of  pleafure,  no  lefs  pure 
than  inexhauftible.  It  is  the  foundation  of  all  his 
a£)ivity ,  the  proper  fource  of  his  happineis.  To  know, 
to  will,  to  do,  to  enjoy,  are  infeparably  conneded  as 
caufes  and  effedts.  All  the  alterations  and  improve- 
ments in  regard  to  our  knowledge  that  we  may  pre« 
fume  to  ezpeft,  allow  us  likewife  to  exped  propor- 
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donate  alterations  and  improvements  in  regard  to 
our  adivity.  In  regard  to  the  former  the  dodrine 
of  chriftianity  unfolds  to  us  the  mod  glorious  prof- 
pe£b. 

Now,  lays  the  apoftle  in  our  text,  we  fee  through 
a  glafs  darkly ;  but  then  face  to  face :  now  I  know 
in  part ;  but  then  fhall  I  know  even  as  alfo  I  am 
known.  That  is :  Here  our  knowledge  is  rather  a 
reprefentation  of  figns  and  figures,  than  knowledge 
of  the  real  fubjed  matter :  there  it  will  be  more  ap- 
parent. Here  we  have  only  very  defedive  and  incom- 
plete ideas :  there  they  will  be  far  more  perfed,  and  / 
we  fhall  comprehend  more  the  aggregate  of  objeds 
and  with  clearer  perceptions,  than  we  here  can  do. 
Therefore  our  knowledge  in  the  future  life  will 
have  greatly  the  advantage  over  that  which  we  can 
pofTefs  and  acquire  in  the  prefent.  This  is  the 
apoftle's  main  pofition.  Let  us  examine  it  nearer, 
and  as  we  proceed  in  our  refledions  reduce  it  to  its 
primitive  parts. 

What  Aen  are  the  greateft,  the  moft  effential  ad- 
vantages of  our  knowledge  ?  What  conflitutes  its 
'proper  perfedion  ?  What  is  here  wanting  to  it  for 
attaining  to  that  perfedion,  and  what  may  we  hope 
to  gain  in  that  refped  in  a'  fuperior  flate  ?  The 
more  comprehenfive,  the  more  perfpicuous,  the 
more  iblid,  the  more  certain,  the  more  important 
and  liberal,  the  more  Uvely  and  adive  our  know- 
ledge :  the  mors  perfed  it  is.  This  is  the  flandard 
of  its  defeds  and  its  advantages,  its  perfedion  and 
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Its  imperfedibn  both  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  fu- 
ture world.  According  to  this  ftandard  let  us  com- 
pare the  prefent  with  the  future,  and  from  that 
which  we  are  now,  with  modefty,  but  alfo  with 
affurance,  conclude  concerning  what  we  (hall  here- 
after be. . 

Now  our  knowledge  is  much  confined.  It  com^ 
prehends  only  a  few  objects,  and  even  of  thofe  few 
obje£b  only  a  few  detached  parts.  Our  fphere 
of  vilion  like  that  of  our  comprehenfion  is  very 
contracted.  It  is  true,  we  can  with  our  eyes,  and 
ftill  more  with  our  intellect,  foar  far  above  this  ball 
of  earth,  we  can  afcend  to  flars,  to  funs  and  worlds, 
which  revolve  their  appointed  courfes  at  a  prodi- 
gious diflance  from  the  place  of  our  abode ;  and 
this  may  furely  be  confidered  as  a  prefage  and 
pledge  of  our  future  grandeur.  But,  what  know  we 
of  thefe  funs  and  worlds,  of  their  revolutions  and 
cataflrophes,  of  their  defignations  and  combinations 
with  the  whole?  What  know  we  with  any  ac- 
curacy that  may  be  relied  on,  except  their  exillence 
and  the  probable  computation  of  the  magnitude  and 
diflance  of  fome  of  thefe  orbs  ?  And  what  are  all 
thefe  funs  and  worlds,  vaft  and  innumerable  as  the 
hoft  of  them  may  be,  in  comparifon  of  thofe, 
from  which  never  yet  one  ray  of  light  has  vifited 
our  eyes,  nor  of  which  a  thought  has  ever  enter- 
ed our  minds  ?  Is  not  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
immenfe  creation  entirely  concealed  from  our  view  ? 

Are  not  moft  of  the  works  and  ways  of  the  Infinite, 
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In  particulars  as  well  as  in  generals,  in  the  material 
as  in  the  fpiritual  world,  perfeftly  unknown  to  us  ? 
Is  not  all  that  we  know,  as  nothing  in  companion 
of  what  we  do  not  know  ?  Is  not  all  our  knowledge, 
as  the  apoflle  exprefles  it,  piecemeal,  in  fcraps,  in 
parts  broke  oflF  from  aggregates,  from  figures  and 
images,  and  fometimes  oddly  put  together  ?  Nothing 
but  little  fragments,  of  which  fome  few  may  per- 
haps belong  to  the  temple  of  truth,  but  the  gene- 
rality to  the  fpecious,  intricate,  mazy  fabric  of  error 
and  deceit  ?     What  is  it  elfe  but  (ingle  letters,  of 
which  we  are  feldom  a}>le  to  compofe  a  few  fylla- 
bles,  (till  feldomer  whole  wordsj  and  feldomefl  of 
all  determinate  propofitions  ?     This  imperfeftion  of 
our  prefent  knowledge  is  in  the  future  life  to  give 
way  to  a  greater  perfedion.     When  that  which  is 
perfed  is  come,  fays  the  apoflle,  then  that  which  is 
in  part  (hall  be  done  away.     What  may  we  not 
hence  expeft  !     How  greatly  fhall  our  view  and  our 
comprehenfion  be  enlarged  from  everlafling  to  ever- 
lafting  !     How  many  more  objeOis  Ihall  we  then  be 
able  with  one  glance  of  the  mind  to  comprehend, 
to  combine,  to  compare*;  what  totally  different  fe- 
ries  and  refults  of  reprefentations  and  ideas,  of  con- 
clufions  and  axioms,  to  aflbciate  and  furvey  ia  the 
whole  of  their  combination  !  What  new  and  iianienfe 
theatres  of  divine  wifdqm  and  power  may  we  not 
hope  gradually  to  enter  in  his  infirdte  domain,  and 
to  vifit  them  as  fchools  for  our  inquiiitive  :^iind  ^w^v 
thirfting  after  higher  attainments   in  knowlv;J;^c! 
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What  bounds  fhall  we  there  prefume  to  fix  to  the 
confummate  wifdom  and  benignity  of  the  father  of 
fpirits !  What  fummits  of  perfeftion  may  not  crea- 
tures who  are  capable  of  ever  higher  afcents  in  per- 
fedion  gradually  reach !  What  treafures  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  may  they  not  amafs,  and 
with  which  they  may  accumulate  ftill  larger  (lores, 
beyond  all  meafure  and  degree ! 

To  proceed,  now  is  our  knowledge  furrounded 
with  very  numerous  and  moftly  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurities.  Here  and  there  the  inquirer  after  truth 
is  refrefhed  and  cheered  ili  his  refearches  by  fome 
faint  ray  of  light,  but  how  quickly  like  a  meteor  is 
it  gone,  as  if  it  only  appeared  to  render  him  more 
fenfible  to  the  darknefs  that  ufually  furrounds  him ! 
Where  can  we  dart  a  look  with  the  bodily  or  with 
the  mental  eye,  without  difcovering  myftery,  in- 
fcrutable  myftery,  or  ftriking  on  an  abyfs,  where 
our  reafon  is  loft,  and  at  which  our  imagination 
Hands  aghaft !  Is  not  all  nature,  are  we  not  our- 
felves  a  myftery  which  the  underftanding  in  vain 
endeavours  to  unravel  ?  Is  there  a  motion  of  our 
body,  is  there  an  operation  of  our  mind,  is  there 
a  revolution  in  the  vifible  or  in  the  invifible  world 
which  we  can  thoroughly  comprehend,  fully  explain 
and  trace  up  to  its  firft  principle  and  caufe  ?  Clouds 
of  airy  fantoms  flit  around  us,  which  we  fcarcely 
know  how  to  diftinguifh  and  ftill  lefs  to  retain.  Is 
not  the  interior,  the  eflence  of  objeds,  the  moft 
common  as  well  as  the  moft  extraordinary,  the 
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neareft  as  well  as  the  remoteft,  utterly  concealed 
from  our  eyes?  Is  it  not  fimply  their  outward 
form,  or  fome  few  of  their  properties  and  eflfefts, 
of  their  habitudes,  that  we  can  perceive  and  com- 
prehend? And  what  are  all  our  conceptions  and 
ideas  of  God,  the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  eflentially 
perfeA  being?  What  know  we  concerning  his 
mode  of  exiftence  and  of  a£ting,  his  infinite  intelli- 
gence and  his  infinite  power,  his  all-comprehending 
views,  and  his  immenfely  great  and  glorious  works  ? 
Adore  him,  the  Eternal,  the  Incomprehenfible,  the 
Only,  proftrate  yourfelves  in  the  duft  before  him, 
be  abforbed  in  the  fentiment  of  his  infinite  majefty, 
and  acknowledge  that  he  dwells  in  inacdeflible  light. 
Yes,  here  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly.  Only 
faint,  confufed  forms  and  figures  prefent  themfelves 
to  our  eyes  and  to  our  mind,  but  not  the  real  ob- 
jects. Our  knowledge  confifts  more  in  words  than 
in  fa£ts,  more  in  figns  than  in  the  things  fignified. 
But  then,  continues  the  apoftle,  face  to  face.  This, 
my  dear  fiiends,  allows  us  to  hope  for  a  hr  greater 
portion  of  light,  of  perfpicuity,  of  precifion  in  the 
future  life ;  a  far  more  experimental,  manifefi:,  lefs 
figurative  and  fymbolical  knowledge,  than  we  now 
poffefs.  We  cannot  indeed  in  the  ftrift  import  of 
the  exprefCon  fee  God  face  to  face ;  his  fupreme 
and  confummately  perfeft  nature  will  ever  remain 
unfearchable  to  us ;  we  fhall  never  indeed  be  able 
thoroughly  to  found  the  efience  of  all  other  objeSs : 
we  Ihall  however  fee  more  into  their  real,  peculiar 
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quality,  more  of  their  energies  and  effects,  of  thdr 
combination  and  their  aiTociation  with  the  whole ; 
always  however  more  and  clearer  traces  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  his  works ;   always  however  more 
intimately  feel  and  always  more  manifeftly  perceive 
his  exiftence,  his  prefence  and  his  power ;  fee  how- 
ever the  Invifible  in  his  image  and  reprefentative 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  through  him  become  capable  of 
an  always  progreffively  greater,  clearer  light.    Here 
we  walk  by  faith :  there  by  fight.  Here  we  are  fur«- 
rounded  by  clouds  and  thick  darknefs :  there  we 
fliall  hail  the  orient  mom,   which  will   gradually 
brighten  into  meridian  fplendour.     Now  we  cannot 
indeed  defcribe  that  morn,  that  day,  any  more  than 
we  fliould  \)e  able  to  fuftain  its  light :  but  that  after 
the  darknefs  of  the  night  we  are  cheered  by  the 
light  of  the  morning  and  the  fplendour  of  the  day, 
we  know  full  well ;  and  this  gives  us  room  to  hope 
for  and  cxpeft  in  futurity,  more  than  at  prefent  we 
are  able  to  conceive  and  comprehend. 

Our  knowledge  will  thirdly  in  the  future  life  be 
much  more  folid  and  fubitantial,  than  at  prefent  it 
is  and  can  be.  Indeed  with  the  natural  appetence 
for  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  its  concomitant 
love  of  truth,  we  conncfl:  a  certain  fenfe  for  it,  as 
well  for  that  which  arifes  from  fenfation  and  ex- 
perience, as  for  that  which  is  derived  by  inferences 
from  principles  and  obfervations.  Our  fenfes,  our 
reafon  and  the  various  information  that  we  receive 
of  other  objefts  and  perfons,  the  revelations  of  God 

both 
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both  in  nature  and  in  fcripture,  are  fo  many  means, 
the  diligent  ufe  whereof  may  lead  us  to  the  track  of 
truth,  may  help  us  to  a  knowledge  adapted  to  our 
prefent  wants  and  circumftances.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  even  with  inflexible  induftry  and  the 
greateft  exertion  of  our  faculties,  we  cannot  advance 
far  in  this  knowledge.  The  majority  of  it  confifts 
in  falfe  and  erroneous,  or  in  partly  true  and  ex- 
tremely defeftive  conceptions  and  ideas.  Senfation 
and  illufion,  reality  and  appearance,  form  and  fub« 
ftance,  truth  and  error  border  in  our  underftanding 
fo  clofely  on  each  other,  nm  fo  often  and  at  times 
in  fo  extraordinary  and  fpecious  a  manner  into  one 
another,  and  are  not  unfrequently  fo  intimately 
connefted  and  implicated  together,  that  we  are  un- 
able either  to  feparate  them  at  all,  or  without  peril 
of  lofing  the  truth  at  the  fame  time  with  the  error. 
Here  both  the  wife  and  the  unwife,  the  learned  and 
the  unlearned,  muft  unanimoufly  confefs :  we  all 
err  in  various  ways.  As  there  is  no  one  on  earth 
who  does  good  and  fins  not,  fo  neither  is  there  any 
one  who  knows  the  truth  and  is  free  from  error. 
The  more  limited  and  obfcure  our  knowledge  is ; 
the  fewer  objeds  we  can  comprehend  and  compare 
at  once,  and  on  the  fewer  fides  we  are  able  to 
view  and  contemplate  them :  the  oftener  muft  we 
err  in  palling  judgment  on  them.  And  how  often 
are  we  impeded  by  animal  wants,  bodily  infirmities, 
the  various  occupations  and  cares  of  this  terreftrial 
life,  in  purfuing  the  traces  of  truth,  and  prevented 

from 
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from  advancing  fo  fer  in  refleftion  and  refearch, 
we  otherwife  mighty  and  perhaps  have  an  eager  de- 
Cre  to  do  !  How  often  is  the  way  to  the  temple  of 
truth  obftnifted,  how  often  clofed  againfl  us  by  the 
prejudices  of  education,  of  rank,  of  example;  how 
often  by  vanity,  pride,  the  fear  of  man,  partiality, 
bigotry  and  other  ungovernable  paffions!  How 
often  by  all  in  their  turns  are  we  led  into  the  ntoft 
prepofterous  errors !  —  And  does  not  the  greater  part 
of  our  prefent  knowledge  confift  entirely  of  con- 
jedures  ?  How  fmall  is  the  number  of  propofitions 
that  are  completely  demonftrated  and  placed  beyond 
reach  of  any  reafonable  objedion,  in  comparifon 
of  the  countlefs  multitude  of  thofe,  that  have  only 
fome,  greater  or  lefs,  probability  in  their  favour ! 
Where  is  the  friend,  the  feeker  of  truth  who 
has  not  frequently  had  to  contend  with  a  formidable 
hod  of  doubts  and  difficulties !  Where  is  the  friend, 
where  the  feeker  of  truth,  whom  it  has  not  totally 
deferted  for  many  hours  and  moments  of  his  life, 
and  abandoned  him  to  the  oppreffive  fentiment 
of  his  ignorance  and  imbecillity  ?  What  truth  is 
free  from  all  obfcurity  and  difficulty  ?  What  evi- 
dence of  truth  that  cannot  be  (haken  by  fome  reply^ 
by  fome  objedHon  ?  —  Such  are  the  imperfediont 
of  our  prefent  knowledge,  which  we  may  confident- 
ly  hope  will  be  removed  or  diminifhed  in  the  future 
life.  Moft  of  thefe  imperfeftions  have  their  deeply 
feated  caufe  in  our  prefent  flate,  in  the  various  limi- 
tations and  wants  of  this  temporal  life,  in  the  frail- 
ties 
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ties  and  defeSs  of  our  organs  of  fenfe  and  our  body 
of  duft,  in  the  exhauftion  that  immediately  fucceeds 
to  the  exertion  of  our  powers,  in  the  predominance 
of  fenfuality  over  reafon,  in  the  numerous  moral 
failings  and  tranfgreflions,  in  the  irregular  and  rio- 
lent  paffions  to  which  we  are  ftill  obnoxious.  At 
ihe  general  revolution  in  all  thefe  contingences,  on 
the  removal  of  all  thefe  incumbrances  and  burdens, 
which  enfues  in  death  and  after  death,  the  rational, 
immortal  mind,  which  has  here  been  fo  often  re- 
preffed  by  its  clogs  and  reftrained  in  its  boldeft 
flights  after  light  and  certainty,  may  fecurely  rely 
on  having  more  liberty,  more  ftrength,  a  more  un- 
impeded and  contmued  ufe  of  its  endowments. 
Many  of  the  coverings  in  which  truth  is  now  veiled 
from  the  intelledual  eye,  will  undoubtedly  fall  oflF 
before  its  acuter,  more  penetrating  fight.  Truth 
will  appear  to  it  more  in  her  native,  peculiar  form, 
more  in  her  (imple  eflence,  than  as  (he  now  appears 
to  her  difciples.  Doubtlefs  the  All-bountiful  will 
not  leave  us  deficient  in  new  means,  new  organs 
and  informations  for  leading  us  on  from  one  truth 
to  another,  and  from  one  degree  of  certainty  to  ano- 
ther. What  may  we  not  expeft  in  a  life  more  fpi- 
ritual  than  fenfual,  a  life  where  reafon  and  virtue 
will  prevail  and  triumph  ;  what  may  we  not  exped 
from  a  fodety  competed  entirely  of  wife  and  good 
perfons  imder  the  condud  of  their  captain  and  lord, 
in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge ! 

Our 
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Our  knowledge  in  the  future  life  will  be  alfo 
fourtlily  much  more  important  and  refined,  than  it 
is  and  can  be   now.     How  much  attention,   how 
much  reflection,  how  much  mental  application,  are 
we  now  obliged  to  waflie  on  infignificant  objects,  on 
abfolute  trifles !     How  much  more  are  we  employed 
about  what  belongs  to  the  fuftenance  of  our  clay- 
built  tabernacle,  to  our  food  and  cloathing,  to  out- 
ward propriety,  than  on  what  conduces  to  the  or- 
nament and  accomplifhment  of  our  mind  !     How 
frequently  does  the  former  deprive  us  of  time  and 
inclination  for  the  latter !     How  often  does  the  ac- 
quifition  of  worldly  riches  and  pofleflions  prevent  us 
from  acquiring  fpiritual  and  everlafting  treafures ! 
Is  not  many  a  generous,  vigorous  mind,  that  is 
panting  after  clearer  light,  after  farther  knowledge, 
tied  and  bound  by  thefe  chains  to  the  earth,  and  by 
petty,  mean  works  and  occupations  hemmed  in  on 
all  fides  in  the  ufe  and  exertion  of  its  eminent  en- 
dowments !     How  much  more  of  the  extorted  and 
puerile,  than  of  the  liberal  and  manly  appears  in  al- 
mofl:  all  that  we  here  undertake  and  achieve,  that 
mofl:  concerns  and  employs  us !  We  have  no  need, 
it  is  true,  to  be  afliamed  or  to  complain  of  this,  fince 
it  is  agreeable  to  our  prefent  ftate  and  a  neceiTary 
means  of  our  firfl:  education  and  produ6tion.  —  But 
we  fliall  have  occafion  to  rejoice  in  the  fuperior  ftate, 
where  wc  fliall  be  enabled  to  fay  :  when  I  was  a  child, 
I  fpake  as  a  child,  I  underftood  as  a  child,  I  thought 
as  a  child :  but  when  I  became  a  man  I  put  away 

childifli 
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childiih  things.     Yes,  on  arriving  at  that  age  of 
manhood,  at  that  more  elevated  ftage  of  our  exift- 
ence  we  may  be  afTured  of  poffeffing  more  mafcu- 
line  faculties,  and  a  much  moi'e  manly  ufe  of  them, 
more  liberal  and  generous  fentiments,  a  much  riper 
judgment  concerning  the  worth  of  objeds,  a  much 
wifer  choice  between  them,  and  a  feries  of  adion 
much  more  confident  with  the  dignity  of  a  rational 
being.     We  Ihall  then  be  occupied  about  objefts 
more  important  in  themfelves  and  worthier  of  us. 
Exempt  from  the  wants  and  folicitudes  of  this  ter- 
reftrial  life,  liberated  from  the  weakneffes  and  bonds 
of  this  frail  body,  the  magnitude,  the  excellence, 
the  worthinefs  of  thefe  objeds,  will  afcertain  the  de- 
gree of  our  curiofity,  of  our  attentionj  of  our  reflec- 
tion and  refearch,  and  never  fuffer  us  to  be  weary  in 
it.   God  and  his  confummate  perfection,  the  multi- 
tude and  the  magnificence  of  his  works,  the  wifdom 
and  benignity  of  his  all-comprehending,  all-blefling 
ways,  the  wonders  of  his  love  in  that  oeconomy 
contrived  through  Jefus  for  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind, the  dominion  and  authority  of  this  our  great 
captain  and  leader,  the  coherence  of  human  events, 
the  folution  of  fo  many  at  prefent  inexplicable  enig- 
mas in  nature  and  in  the   divine  adminiftration  : 
fuch  will  be  the  grand,  the  fublime  objefts  of  our 
heightened  knowledge ;    and  they   unqueftionably 
comprife  all  that  is  important  and  noble,  and  worthy 
the  employment  of  every  faculty  of  the  foul. 

8  Laftly, 
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LafUy^  my  pious  hearers,  thefe  feveral  advantages 
muft  likewife  impart  more  life  and  efficaqr  to  our 
knowledge  in  the  future  world,  than  it  here  com- 
monly has  and  can  have.    Our  founded  perceptions^ 
our  nobleft  principles,  our  bed  convidions  are  often* 
times  by  worldly  occupations  and  cares,  by  bodily 
infirmities  and  fufferings,  by  outward  connedions 
and  relations,  by  points  of  honour  and  complai(ance» 
by  bad  example,  by  praife  and  cenfure,  by  inter- 
courfe  with  fops  and  fools,  much  diminilhed  and 
prevented  from  having  their  proper  influence  on 
our  fentiments  and  condud.    What  a  great  gulf  is 
often  fixt  between  our  judgment  and  our  heart,  be- 
tween our  thoughts  and  our  actions !    How  fel- 
dom  do  even  the  mofl:  important  truths  of  religion 
exert  their  whole  efficacy  upon  us !    How  feldom 
areVe  rendered  by  them  fo  wife,  fo  good,  fo  con- 
tented and  happy,  as  we  might  become  by  them !  -— 
But  likewife  in  this  refped,  my  dear  friends,  the 
imperfed  will  hereafter  give  place  to  the  perfed. 
Truth  will  then  fall  into  a  better  foil,  and  therefore 
more  eafily  (hoot  up  and  thrive  and  bear  ft^t. 
Neither  worldly  cares  nor  occupations  will  choak 
and  crufli  like  thorns  and  ftones  that  heavenly  plant*  - 
A  milder  climate,  a  ferener  iky,  a  more  genial  atmof- 
phere,  a  more  careful  nurture,  a  greater  abundance 
of  refrefhing  dews  will  favour  its  growth  and  caufe 
it  to  bring  forth  fruit  a  hundred  and  a  thouiand 
fold.    Never  will  our  knowledge  be  extind,  never 

unpro- 
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unproductive,  never  will  our  reafon  be  at  variance 
mth  our  affedions,  as  we  think  fo  fhall  we  ad,  and 
do  that  which  we  know  to  be  lawful  and  right. 

Such,  my  pious  hearers,  is  that  greater  perfec- 
tion, which  we  may  prefume  to  exped  in  regard  to 
our  knowledge  in  the  life  to  which  we  are  haften- 
ing.  Be  ye  joyful  in  this  hope,  all  you  who  are; 
enamoured  of  truth,  who  are  eagerly  fearching  for 
it  as  for  hid  treafures.  Your  refearches  will  afluredly 
not  be  in  vain ;  your  third  for  it  will  hereafter  be 
quenched.  Let  not  the  darkfome  night  by  which 
you  are  now  in  fo  many  refpefts  furrounded,  alarm 
or  perplex  you.  It  will  not  laft  for  ever,  it  will  not 
much  longer  continue.  Soon  will  it  yield  to  the 
cheering  dawn,  to  the  bright  effulgence  of  day :  and 
then  will  every  reftlefs  doubt  be  at  once  difpelled^ 
every  anxious  uncertainty  ceafe,  ye  will  pals  on  from 
faith  to  fight,  ye  will  behold  many  objeds  which  ye 
now  juft  difcem  through  the  prefent  dim  and  mifty 
twilight,  in  all  their  luftre,  and  perfedly  difliinguifh 
many  others  which  are  now  totally  concealed  from 
your  view,  and  thereby  become  progreffively  more 
a£tive,  more  perfed,  more  happy. 


SERMON    LVm. 

The  Advantages  of  eminent  Virtue  in  the  future 

World. 


f^  OD,  in  framing  us  rational  and  moral  creatures^ 
thou   haft  made    us  capable  of  virtue,  and 
thereby  opened  to  us  fources  of  happinefs  the  moft 
exuberant  and  pure.   We  can  diftinguifli  good  from 
ill,  truth  from  falfhood,  and  chufe  between  both 
according  to  principles  clearly  known.   We  can  pro- 
pofe  for  our  model  thee,  the  primordial  fount  and  ar- 
chetype of  all  perfeftion  andftrive  after  a  progreffively 
nearer  refemblance  to  thee.  And  on  doing  this ;  how 
it  exalts,  how  it  expands  both  our  mind  and  our 
heart !     What  a  bleffed  fentiment  it  gives  us  of  our 
dignity,  of  the  true  end  of  our  being,  of  our  fellow- 
fhip  and  connexion  with  thee !     But  ftill  we  'often 
tire  in  the  nobleft  of  our  exertions,  in  the  ardent 
purfuit  of  virtue,  of  godlike  attainments.  Still  fome- 
times  we  are  in  want  of  light,  fometimes  of  ability, 
fometimes  of  courage  and  refolution,  to  purfue  with 
conftancy  the  path  which  leads  to  that  glorious  ob« 
jed.     Still  mofl:  of  our  paces  towards  it  are  flow  and 
unfteady.  The  idea  of  this  often  troubles  us,  o  God, 
and  penetrates  us  with  a  diftrefling  fentiment  of  our 
weaknefs  and  fraihy.     But  far  be  it  from  us,  on  that 
account  to  ft  and  ftill,  or  even  to  turn  back  to  the 

dark 
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dark  and  dangerous  road  of  vice !  No^  this  is  our 
ilate  of  difcipline^  here  we  are  to  learn  the^iroper 
ufe  of  our  faculties  and  to  think  and  ad  upon  the 
principles  of  virtue:  and  then  fhall  we  hereafter 
perform  more  with  our  well-trained  powers,  and  em- 
ploy our  good  aptitudes  with  lefs  moleftation  and 
greater  fuccefs.  This  our  hope  reds  on  the  infalli« 
ble  fecurity  of  thy  parental  kindnefs ;  it  is  built  on 
the  exprefs  aifurances  of  him  whom  thou  haft  fent 
us  as  a  teacher  and  condu£tor  in^thy  name.  Oh  grant 
that  this  exalted  hope  may  be  ever  prefent  to  our 
mind,  and  aflift  us  by  it  to  overcome  every  obftade 
and  difficulty  on  the  paths  of  duty  and  virtue.  Blefs 
to  that  end  our  refledions  on  thefe  important  doc- 
trines :  that  they  may  diffufe  light  into  our  minds 
and  impregnate  our  hearts  with  fincere  affi^on  for 
whatever  is  right  and  becoming.  We  are  embol- 
dened to  pray  to  thee  for  thefe  benefits  as  the  vota- 
ries of  Jefus,  and  addrefs  thee  further  in  his  name : 
Our  father,  &c. 

I  CORINTH,  xiii.  10. 

Bot  when  that  which  is  perfed  is  come*  then  that  which  is 

in  part  (hall  be  done  away. 

\X7 HAT  the  apoftle  aflferts  in  our  text  in  regard 
to  knowledge,  may  with  equal  propriety  be~ 
affirmed  concerning  virtue.  Our  virtue  at  prefent 
as  well  as  our  knowledge,  is  but  a  medley  of  fcraps, 
extremely  defective,  extremely  incomplete :  when 
VOL.  n.  00  |^ow«ver 


450  THE  ADVANTACES    OF    EMIN£N*r 

however  that  which  is  perfe£b  is  come,  when  the  flate 
of  perfeftion  is  arrived,  then  the  incoherence  fliatt 
ceafe.  The  fame  advantages  that  we  expe6i  to  reap 
in  a  fuperior  life  from  the  former,  from  knowledge, 
we  may  likewife  promife  ourfelves  from  the  latter, 
from  virtue.  Virtue  no  lefs  effentially  and  ill  fome 
fort  more  efTeniially  pertains  to  human  happiit^; 
than  knowledge.  The  former  is  hr  more  immuta*' 
ble,  far  more  felf-fubfiftent  than  the  latter.  It  fe' 
as  eternal,  as  immutable  as  God,  as  the  eternal 
laws  of  truth  and  order.  Superior  happinefs  may' 
far  more  eafily  be  conceived  without  greater  know- 
ledge than  without  greater  virtue.  From  this  the 
former  derives  its  whole  worth  :  without  this  it  is 
frequently  more  prejudicial  than  profitable,  •  more 
a  fource  of  trouble  and  grief,  than  of  fatisfaftion 
and  pleafure.  —  And  what  is  virtue  ?  It  is  the  beft, 
the  worthieft  application  of  our  feveral  capacities 
and  powers,  of  our  advantages  and  endowments ; 
it  is  the  fteady  profecution  pf  the  rules  of  truth  and 
juftice,  the  precepts  of  order  and  of  moral  beauty  in 
all  that  we  think  and  fay  and  do ;  it  is  the  predo- 
minant inclination  and  the  condant  readinefs  to  ac-> 
complifh  every  duty,  and  always  to  do  that  which  is 
right  and  proper  and  in  every  inftance  the  befl ;  it  is 
a  temper  and  difpofition  thoroughly  imbued  with 
love  towards  God  and  man,  and  a  condud  in  per- 
fed  harmony  with  it.  And  what  are  now  the  ad- 
vantages of  virtue  ?  In  what  does  its  perfe^Kon  con-^ 
fift?*  The  more  univerfal;  the  more  voluntary  ; 

the 
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the  more  pure  and  generous  ;  the  more  aflive  and 
efficacious ;  the  more  conftant  and  undaunted  our 
virtue  :  the  more  perfed  it  is.  In  all  thefe  refpeds 
will  our  virtue  in  the  future  world  have  confident- 
ble  advantages  over  that  which  we  acquire  in  the 
prefent  ftafe.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  take  a  nearer 
view  of  thefe  advantages  arifing  from  fuperior  virtue 
in  the  future  world. 

The  more  univerfal  therefore  firft  our  virtue,  the 
more  perfect  it  is.  Our  virtue  is  univerfal  when  it 
extends  to  and  embraces  all  that  is  right  and  fit,  that 
is  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God  and  to  the  laws  of 
truth  and  perfe£Hon.  Here,  my  pious  hearers,  in 
the  prefent  life  this  univerfality  is  but  too  often  defi- 
cient. Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  vrknt  of  know- 
ledge and  fagacity,  whether  to  the  want  of  tender- 
nefs  of  heart,  or  whether  to  outward  drcumfhmces 
and  connexions.  But  too  often  the  di£Ference  be- 
tween what  is  right  and  wrong,  what  is  good  and 
better,  what  iii  each  particular  cafe  is  the  beft,  ap- 
pears to  us  only  in  a  faint  and  feeble  light ;  the  re- 
moter confequences  of  our  anions  elude  our  atten- 
tion ;  and  die  laws  of  fuperior  perfection  do  not  al- 
ways prefent  themfelves  to  our  mind  as  the  para- 
mount principles  of  our  conduft.  But  too  often  da 
we  idly  and  fondly  endeavour  to  unite  the  demands 
of  our  lufts  and  pallions  with  the  demands  of  virtue, 
and  aflford  the  latter  no  more  than  a  divided,  ex- 
tremely defedtive  obectence,  in  order  that  we  may 
indulge  the  former  and  fpare  ourfelves  the  laborious 

001  conflict. 
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conflid,  without  which  we  can  never  hope  to  con- 
troul  them.  But  too  often  example  and  a  variety 
of  fickle  circumftances  are  of  more  account  with  us 
than  the  eternal  immutable  laws  of  truth  and  juf* 
tice ;  we  purfue  the  ]tolth  of  integrity  and  virtue, 
only  fo  long  as  we  fee  others  walk  it,  and  fre* 
quaitly  n^led  to  do  much  good,  becaufe  perhaps 
we  muft  do  it  without  example,  and  therefore  be 
ftigmatifed  for  iingularity.  Thus  our  virtue  remains 
always  partial  and  incomplete.  Thus  is  it  univerlal 
with  but  vary  few.  Thus  do  we  often  arbitrarily 
disjoin,  what  in  its  very  nature  is  infeparable.  We 
ftudy  to  acquire  fuch  or  fuch  paidcuiar  virtues,  we 
exerafe  ourfelves  in  fuch  or  fuch  good  fentiments 
and  a&bos,  we  perform  feveral  detached  works  of 
jufljcet  of  equity,  of  humanity,  of  piefy.  One  dif« 
tmguiflies  himfelf  by  his  tempetance,  anodiar  by 
modefty»  a  third  by  benefic^ce,  a  fourth  by  veracity 
aad  fidelity,  another  by  diligence  and  induftry,  but 
feUom  is  our  affe£tion  for  all  that  is  true  and  right 
and  proper,  and  our  endeavour  to  think  and  a£t 
always  agreeably  to  it,  as  univerlal  and  unbounded 
as  it  oughc  to  be,  and  as  we  ourfelves  in  the  calm 
and  retired  hours  of  life  fincerely  wiih  that  it  were. 
Yes,  even  the  bed  of  us  is  at  times  feniible,  that  the 
accompliihment  of  every  duty  is  not  equally  eafy  to 
him,  that  he  does  not  pra£tife  every  virtue  with  the 
fame  readinefs  and  aptitude.  *->  The  greater  how- 
ever our  knowledge,  the  more  juft  our  conceptions 
in  the  future  life ;  the  lefs  authority  fenfuality  will 

there 
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there  have  over  our  determinations  and  actions ;  the 
more  favourable  outward  circumfbuices  and  con- 
ne£tions  will  there  be  to  us ;  the  more  good  and 
Exemplary  inftances  of  probity  that  will  there  en- 
courage and  confinn  us :  the  niore  univerfal  will 
alfo  our  virtue  be.  Truth,  order,  perfe£Uon  will 
prefent  themfelves  to  us  in  a  brighter  radiance, 
caufe  us  to  feel  their  divine  beauty  with  deeper  emo« 
tion,  and  reign  over  their  Totaries  with  unlimited 
fway.  In  the  fociety  of  the  wife  and  good  we  (hall 
certainly  not  be  afhamed  of  any  kiiid,  generous  fen- 
timent  and  action,  and  be  indiflFerent  to  nothing  that 
promotes  human  dignity  and  happine&,  that  brings 
u$  nearer  to  the  daty.  Tes,  then  (hall  we,  agreea* 
bly  to  the  precept  of  the  apoftk^  but  in  a  far  loftier 
fenfe  than  is  poffible  here,  t^k  upon  aU,  and 
(hive  after  all  that  is  confonaitt  with  the  laws  of  rec* 
titude,  that  relates  to  purity  anA  innocence  of  heart 
and  lifb,  that  brings  us  true  honour  and  lafting 
kxtie* 

The  more  unaffected  and  voluntary  farther  the 
practice  of  virtue,  the  more  perfed  it  is.  A  quality 
in  which  it  is  but  too  often  ddTeOive  in  this  life,  even 
among  well-meaning  people,  among  fuch  as  fliew  a 
fincere  deference  to  her  precepts.  How  long  (bme^ 
times  do  we  remain  in  doubt,  how  long  do  we  foniew 
times  hefitate  between  our  private  intereft  and  the 
general  welfare,  between  deference  for  the  laws  of 
God  and  truth  and  deference  for  the  opinions  of 
mankind,  ere  we  can  refolve  upon  the  good,  the 
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generous  a£tioD,  to  which  we  are  fummoned  {  How 
often  are  we  obliged  more  than  once  to  call  up  all 
the  motives  of  duty  and  religion  by  which  we  are 
incite  to  it)  ere  we  can  feel  their  efficacy  and  be  anit> 
'mated  by  them  with  courage  and  vigour!     How 
often  are  we  co^ftrained  to  do  violence  to  ourfelves 
in  order  to  repel  the  oppofiuop  arifing  from  our  in<p 
dolence»  our  fenfual  appetites  and  outward  circum* 
fiances !    How  feldopi  is  our  obedience  to  God  fo 
prompt  and  cheerful,  fo  entirely  the  produce  of 
affeftion,  as  the  obedience  of  good  tempered  chil- 
dren fhould  be  towards  the  befl  and  tendereft  of  pa- 
rents !    How  feldom  are  we  fo  readv  to  afford  relief 
and  affiftance  to  others,  as  brethren  fhould  be  to 
brethren !    Nay,  do  we  not  often  complain  of  the 
difficulties  we  meet  with  in  the  difcha^ge  of  our 
duty,  of  the  trouble  it  cofls  us  to  govern  ourfelves 
and   to    maintain    our  fuperiority  in    contending 
againfl  (in  ?    Are  we  not  often  galled  by  the  falu^r 
tary  reftraints  that  are  laid  upon  us  either  as  men  or 
as  chriftians  ?    Does  not  qften  a  fecret  wifli  arife 
within  that  we  could  tranfgrefs  them  with  impu- 
nity ?    And  what  is  all  this  but  a  want  of  willing-* 
nefs  and  ddight  in  the  praAice  of  virtue !    A  defed, 
my  pious  hearers,  fometimep  proceedii^g  from  our 
deficiency  in  knowledge  and  fagacity,   fometimes 
from  bodily  defeats  and  infirmities^  fometimes  fron^ 
temporal  wants  and  occupations,  fometimes  from  the 
dominion  of  fenfuality,  fometimes  from  the  influence 
of  the  obje£b  arpund  \^»    0(1  th?  r^moya)  of  thefe 

defeds 
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defeds  in  a  fuperior  (late  we  may  likewife  hope  for 
the  removal  of  the  former.  How  great  mud  o\ir 
readinefs  be  there  to  fulfil  every  duty  and  to  com* 
ply  with  every  gentle  or  ftrong  incitement  to  good 
and  generous  adions,  where  all  the  motives  to  it 
offer  themfelves  to  us  in  the  cleared  light,  whesr^ 
neither  fatiguing,  difpiriting  occupations,  nor 
urgent  painful  wants  draw  off  our  attention  from 
them,  where  neither  vile  felf-intereft  nor  the  daft- 
ardly  dread  of  human  opinions  will  induce  us  to  re- 
fift  their  energy ;  there,  where  we  Ihall  behold  vir- 
tue in  all  her  native  and  peculiar  beauty,  and  more 
manifeflly  recognize  her  irrefifUble  attradions  ! 

The  purer  thirdly  virtue  is  in  its  fources  and  the 
more  generous  in  its  views  and  endeavours,  the 
more  perfeft  it  is.  A  perfedion,  to  which  in  our 
prefent  fbite  we  but  feldom  and  only  in  a  very  limit- 
ed degree  can  attain.  In  this  world  how  feculent 
are  frequently  the  fources,  how  felfifh  the  views  of 
our  good  and  virtuous  actions !  How  often  has  a 
dread  of  th^  cenfure  or  a  defire  of  the  approbation 
and  praife  of  our  fellow-creatures }  how  often  has 
the  authority  of  example  and  the  conflraint  of  out- 
ward  circumitances;  how  often  has  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  prefent  or  future  punifhments  and  evils,  or 
the  hope  of  confiderable  advantage  and  rewards ; 
how  often  has  conftituiion,  temper,  habit,  manners 
and  cuftoms  :  how  often  have  tbefe  feveral  objeds  a 
far  greater  (hare  inourgoodrefolutions  and  adions, 
than  the  perception  and  the  convidion,  that  they 

004  are 
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are  right  and  proper,  than  a  reverence  for  the  cterr 
nal  laws  of  truth  and  order,  than  the  love  of  God 
and  man,  than  the  afpiration  and  endeavour  after 
more  elevated  fpkitual  perfection  |  Indeed  there  h 
no  reafon  for  being  deje&ed  and  einba^rafled  at 
this  imperfedion  of  our  virtue.  It  is  groimded  in 
our  prefent  (late.  It  is  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  in- 
fancy and  education  in  which  we  now  live.  The 
child  is  not  yet  capable  of  the  more  generous 
and  liberal  fentiments  of  the  man.  He  is  kept  in 
obedience  and  train^  to  duty  by  different  motives 
from  the  latter.  Fear  and  hope,  honour  and  (hame, 
rewards  and  puniflmients  make  ftronger  impreffions 
on  the  thoughtlefs  child  and  the  volatile,  intempe- 

m 

rate  youth  than  all  the  arguments  however  weighty, 
which  the  ferious  refledting  man  difcovers  in  the  na- 
tiu-e  and  analo^es  of  things.  If  we  do  good  from 
duty  and  obedi^ce,  and  by  frequent  repetition  gra* 
dually  learn  to  lovf  and  revere  it,  we  Iiave  reached 
our  ddlination  on  earth,  but  not  our  deftination  in 
the  future  world.  —  Even  in  this  tdSfeSt  we  may 
hope  for  higher  perfection  there.  Reftraint  of  every 
kind  will  give  way  to  the  juft  perceptions  of  our  un- 
derftanding,fear  of  every  kind  will  be  ca(l  out  by  love. 
Faith,  hope,  love  remain,  fays  thfe  apoftle  in  the 
chapter  whence  our  text  is  taken,  but  love  is  the 
greateft,  the  chieffeft  of  all.  It  is  the  nobleft  fpring, 
the  ncheft,  mqft  fertile  fource  of  whatever  is  mo- 
rally beautiful  and  good,  grand  and  excellent.  It 
will  be  the  aiiimatihg  principle  of  all  the  inhabitants^ 

of 
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of  that  better  world,  and  the  blefled  tie  that  unites 
(them  ail  with  God  vind  with  each  other*  Love  of 
all  that  is  right  ai>d  fit  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
« truth  and  order ;  love  of  God,  their  fupreme  and 
confi^mmately  perfed  original ;  loye  pf  Jefus,  the 
pattern  of  a)l  human  perfedion ;  love  of  mankind 
ifketr  brethren,  and  of  all  their  fellow-creatures  both 
in  heaven  and  on  earth ;  what  fruits  of  the  noblel^, 
mod:  difinterefted,  magnaqimous  virtue  fhuft  they 
beget  in  a  fociet^  of  wife  and  good  perfqos,  who,  far 
ftiperior  to  all  terreftrial  wants  and  groveling  paf« 
fions,  are  'driving  after  progreffively  purer  aqd 
greater  perfefUon !  What  a  dignity  muft  this  con« 
fer  upon  their  yirtue  !  What  felicity  muft  it  caufe 
tl)em  to  enjoy  in  the  praSice  pf  it !  A  felicity,  pf 
whiph  we  l^ave  even  now  fome  foretafte,  whenever 
we  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  do  fome  good,  limply  be- 
caufe  it  is  good,  and  to  rejoice  in  it  with  all  our  heart 
without  regard  to  the  benefit  conne&ed  with  it. 

The  more  operative  and  efficacious  fourthly  pur 
yirtue,  tl>e  more  perfed  it  is.  Juft  conceptions  of 
the  underftanding,  approbation  of  the  beautiful  and 
good,  complacency  apd  tafte  iq  it,  abfolutely  form 
the  bafis  of  real  yirtue  :  bu(  qi^ly  by  aiE^vity  s^id 
efficacy  does  it  obtain  its  exiftepce  and  its  vitality 
and  maintain  its  dignity.  The  virtue  that  confifts 
folely  ia  juft  conceptions^  in  fine  fpeeches,  in  wife 
fayings,  in  which  the  mind  alone  and  not  the  heart 
js  occupied,  which  (hews  i^elf  in  fentiments  but  not 
11^  anions,  is  f^ot  defer? ing^  pf  that  name^  k  is  hypo- 
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crify  and  felf-deceit.     Even  here,  in  this  (late  of  im- 
perfedion,  genuine  chriftian  virtue  is  adive  and 
efficient.     It  diiTufes  warmth  and  energy  as  well  as 
light  and  radiance  all  around,  and  always  prefers  a 
worthy,  generous  aft,  to  the  beft,  the  fublimefl  fenti- 
•  ment.  But  to  what  narrow  bounds  are  its  a£tivity  and 
efficacy  here  confined  !  How  often  is  the  virtue  even 
of  the  honeft  and  fincere,  prevented  by  indoleDce^ 
.by  the  propenfity  to  fenfual  pleafures,by  the  attach- 
.  ment  to  eafe  and  convenience,  from  operating  fo 
•uniformly,  and  from  doing  and  proncioting  fo  much 
'  good,  as  it  might  and  (hould  ?     How  often  are  our 
(acuities  wearied  and  exhaufted,  ere  we  have  per- 
formed anything  confiderable  with  them,  and  how 
often  are  we  induced  by  the  premature  apprehen- 
.  fiop  of  exhaufting  them,  to  negleft  even  that,  which 
we  adually  were  able  to  perform !     How  feldom 
are  the  inclination  and  performance,  purpofe  and 
execution  in  unifon !     And  how  greatly  are  our  befl 
.  efforts  and  exertions  clogged  by  the  contradidion 
and  oppofition  of  others,  by  the  want  of  their  affifl- 
ance  and  fupport,  and  by  numberlefs  difcouraging 
drcumftances  !     How  often  is  Virtue  compelled  to 
keep  retired  as  it  were  at  home,  to  centre  its  con- 
cerns within,  and  to  live  in  inadive  obfcurity !     So 
many  defeds  and  imperfedions,  the  removal  where- 
of we  may  aCTuredly  hope  for  in  the  life  to  come. 
Delivered  from  the  bonds  of  this  weak  and  crumb- 
ling body ;  raifed    above  animal,  earthly  wants ; 
fupplied  with  more  perfed  organs ;  endowed  with 

greater 
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greater  powers  j  furrounded  by  wife  and  virtuous 
beings  j  enjoying  the  rewards  of  righteoufnefs  and 
fidelity ;  enjoying  a  life  and  a  happinefs  that  fhall 
know  no  end ;  in  the  nearer  fentiment  of  the  pre- 
fence  of  God  and  of  his  vicegerent  Jefus :  what  in- 
ward or  outward  oppofition  will  then  be  able  to  im- 
pede our  virtue  in  the  exertions  of  all  its  force  and 
vigour,  and  in  operating  as  far  around  and  effe£lu« 
ating  as  much  good,  as  it  is  poffible  for  human  vir« 
tue  to  do  ?  And  what  occafions,  what  opportuni- 
ties, what  incitements,  what  refources,  for  (hewing 
itfelf  progref&vely  more  a£tive  and  efficacious,  may 
pot  that  virtue  expe£t  from  her  fovereign,  unfailing 
patron  and  rewyder,  which  has  already  here  inaiib> 
tained  its  poll  and  a6^ed  faithfully  with  the  inferior 
portion  of  abilities  and  means  entrufted  to  it !  Yes, 
then  will  inclination  and  performance  go  imiformly 
together,  the  conception  and  the  aft  of  goodnefs  be 
infeparably  connefted* 

The  more  folid  and  confident,  the  more  conflant 
^d  intrepid  in  the  lafl  place  virtue  is,  the  more  per- 
fe£t  is  it.  It  i^  an  elTential  property  of  virtue,  to  in^r 
Croduce  order  and  confiflency  between  our  thoughts, 
feelings,  fentiments,  purfuits  and  actions,  to  teach 
118  to  be  at  unity  with  ourfelves  and  to  fubmit  our 
will  entirely  to  the  will  of  God,  to  think  and  zSt  uni- 
formly upon  the  fan^e  jufl  and  noble  principles,  and 
to  purfue  (conflantly  the  fame  prize,  the  prize  of 
perfection,  by  the  fame  path,  the  path  of  truth  and 
ir^ditudg^    He  who  is  inclined  one  way  to-day  and 

to-morrow 
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to-morrow  another,  to-day  loves  and  does  good  and 
to*  morrow  evil,  and  lives  in  perpetual  contradiction 
with  himfelf,  deceives  his  own  foul  if  he  thinks  him* 
felf  virtuous.  So  eflfential  to  real  virtue  are  patience, 
fortitude  and  intrefMdity.  It  is  not  a  tranfient  incli- 
nation, a  mutable  and  fickle  fentiment,  an  affair 
confined  to  certain  detached  afUons ;  it  is  a  fteady 
habitual  principle  of  mind  and  heart,  a  fixed  and 
niUng  affeftion  to  whatever  is  right  and  proper,  and 
a  no  lefs  rooted  purpofe  of  following  the  didates  of 
it.  Virtue  therefore  (huns  neither  pains  nor  conflifi^ 
neither  obfbcles  nor  difficulties.  She  never  thinks 
(be  has  done  enough,  but  forgetting  thofe  things 
that  are  behind,  is  unremittingly  pfeffing  forward  to 
the  celeflial  prize  that  fparkles  before  her.  To 
fiuifii  her  courfe,  undauntedly  to  fight  out  the  glo- 
rious conflid  to  .which  (he  is  called,  and  by  obftinate 
diligence  in  good  works  to  (trive  after  glory  and 
hopour  and  immortality,  is  her  peculiar  charader 
and  her  higheft  ambition.  Even  the  fincere  friead 
of  virtue,  however,  does  not  always  h?re  0|i  e^rth 
fucceed  in  coming  nearer  to  this  perfection  and  in 
maintaining  his  dignity  unimpaired.  He  does  not 
always  come  oiF  vidloHous  in  the  combat  between 
flelh  and  fpirit,  between  fenfujility  and  reafon.  Still 
his  zeal  is  fometimes  deac^ened  and  his  powers  are 
exhaufled.  Still  he  not  unfre(}uently  trips,  and 
fometimes  falls  on  a  road  incu^pbefed  with  various 
flones  of  ftumbling  and  is  rjot  ftee  from  hidden 
Ihares  and  perils.     Still  he  often  meets  with  oppofi- 
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lion  and  enemies  which  he  is  not  always  able  to 
overcome*  —  What  advantages  may  not  the  virtue 
of  the  chriftjan  hope  for  in  this  refped  in  the 
worid  to  come!      There  thofe  enemies  are  van<- 
quiflied ;  thofe  dangers  happily  eTcaped,  the  fi^  is 
ibughty  the  courfe  is  finiihed,  practice  is  become  ha» 
bitude.    There,  with  the  infirmities  of  this  body, 
with  the  occupations  and  cares  of  this  life,  with  the 
charms  and  temptations  of  fenfuality,  with  the  oppo* 
fidon  and  the  fcom  of  the  wicked,  with  the  decq>» 
tions  of  error  and  prefumpdon,  with  the  authority 
of  human  refpe£t  and  human  complaifance  by  which 
even  the  good  zre  fomedmes  overawed,  with  all 
tbefe  at  the  fame  time  fall  away  mod  of  the  obfta- 
cles  and  dificulties  by  which  virtue  is  here  fb  fre- 
quently checked  in  her  nobleft  eiforts  and  repulfed 
from  her  glorious  obje£L    lliere  will  fhe  be  retard- 
ed by  nothing  of  all  this  in  her  onward  career, 
by  nothing  be  di&eartened  and  fadgued,  but  all  will 
inflame  her  zeal,  exalt  her  courage,  reward  her  fide- 
lity, invigorate  her  powers,  enlarge  her  fphere  of 
adion,  and  thus  perpetually  adi^ance  her  nearer  to 
perfedion.    Thus  in  the  language  of  our  text,  will 
that  which  is  in  part,  in  regard  likewife  to  our  virtue 
be  done  away,  when  that  which  is  perfed  is  come. 
Thus  will  fhe  fliew  herfelf  in  all  her  luftre,  in  all  her 
.  energy,  and  be  attended  with  everlafting,  ever  in- 
creafing  happinefs. 

Ye  fincere  and  honed  friends  of  virtue,  exult  in 
that  fuperior  ftage  of  moral  perfedion,  to  which  ye 

mav 


4^^  TH9  ADTANTAdBS  Of  tMlStVt 

I 

may  hereafter  hope  to  afcend.  What  fometimes 
more  troubles  you  at  prefent  than  the  tedious  pro- 
gre&9  which  ye  make  on  the  way  to  this  perfedion, 
than  the  many  flips  and  miftakes,  by  which  ye  are 
retarded  in  yotur  exertions  after  that  celeftial  obje6t, 
and  are  often  robbed  of  the  moft  delicious  fruits  of 
your  toils  and  endeavotn*^.  And  what  at  the  fame  v. 
tinie  more  evidently  (hews  your  determinate  and 
predominant  love  for  whatever  is  true  and  good, 
than  this  very  concern^  and  this  diflatisfaftion  with 
what  ye  have  already  done  ?  --*  Moderate  this  grief 
and  let  it  ndther  moleft  you  in  the  cheerful  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  nor  in  the  inward  blifsful  fentiment  of 
your  integrity  and  virtue.  It  will  not  always  difquiet 
you,  that  generous  forrow,  the  better  futurity  will 
relieve  you  from  it,  and  replace  it  by  confidence  and 
joy.  As  chriftians  ye  fee  before  you  a  ftate,  where 
moft  of  the  obftacles  and  difHculties  which  lie  at 
prefent  in  your  way  will  be  removed ;  where  the 
perfons  and  the  objeSs  that  furround  you,  will  more 
encourage  you  to  good  than  deter  you  from  it,  more 
alleviate  than  aggravate  your  duty  ;  where  ye  will 
proceed  far  more  rapidly,  hx  more  \mmoleftedly 
from  one  degree  of  perfedtion  to  another,  and  thus 
ever  approach  nearer  to  its  confummate  original. 
Confole  yourfelves  in  this,  exult  in  this,  whenever 
the  path  of  virtue  is  overcaft  with  clouds  before  you, 
and  every  ftep  you  advance  upon  it  cofts  you  toil 
and  confiid):.  Let  that  profped  infpire  you  with 
courage  and  refolution,  and  boldly  and  joyfully  per- 
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fevere  in  a  path  which  infallibly  leads  you  to  the 
objeft  of  all  your  afpirations  and  affedions.  The 
more  ye  here  exercife  yourfelves  in  juflice  and 
mercy ;  the  more  willingly  and  cheerfully  ye  here 
learn  to  obey  God  and  to  do  his  will ;  the  more  dili*^ 
gently  ye  here  regulate  your  condud  by  the  laws  of 
truth  and  order :  the  better  will  ye  qualify  your- 
felves for  a  ftate,  and  the^^ppeater  happinefs  will  ye 
enjoy  in  a  ftate,  where  truth  and  order,  juftice  and 
beneficence  are  the  only  currency,  and  the  will  of 
the  Mod  High  will  be  by  all  both  cordially  revered 
and  cheerfully  performed. 


•|    h      \i     l—db^—i t^Oii^ 


SERMON    LII. 


Otit  Ih^pitiejs  depends  notfo  much  on  Externals  as  oH 
wf  owri  Frame  and  Temper  of  Mind. 


A^OD,  who  art  out  creator  add  father,  thou 
^^  wouldft  that  we  (houldall  be  delighted  and 
happy ;  and  thou  haft  endowed  us  with  the  c^ 
pacity,  the  reafons  and  means  for  being  fo }  for  dKm 
loveft  us  all,  haft  defigned  none  of  us  for  mifety^ 
but  all  for  felicity !  However  various  the  circum« 
ftances,  in  which  thou  placeft  us ;  however  various 
the  foitunes  and  events  which  thou  fufpendeft  over 
us :  they  all  tend  to  our  perfection  and  happinefs ! 
Lord,  we  acknowledge  and  revere  thy  more  than 
parental  grace  and  love,  and  rejoice  together  in  it 
here  in  thy  prefence.  Yes,  it  is  our  own  fault  alone, 
if  under  thy  kind  care  and  government,  under  the 
care  and  government  of  the  wifeft,  tendereft,  moft 
affe£tionate  father,  we  are  difpleafed  and  difcontent- 
ed !  Only  of  ourfelves,  not  of  thee,  have  we  any 
right  to  complain,  if  we  find  not  the  path  and  walk 
not  the  way,  that  leads  to  contentment.  For  thou 
haft  (hevm  us  that  path,  and  rendered  our  progrefs 
on  it  more  eafy  and  fmooth  than  it  is  to  many 
others  of  our  fellowi-creatures.    Ah,  teach  us,  com- 
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pailionate  God,  more  and  more  clearly  to  perceive 
this  fa£t,  and  now  that  we  intend  to  meditate  upon 
it  illumine  our  minds  by  the  light  of  truth.  Lead 
us  back  from  our  manifold  deviations,  and  aflid  us 
to  feek  and  to  find  contentment,  where  alone  it  can 
be  found.  Convince  us  by  thy  fpirit,  *  that  without 
wifdom  and  virtue  no  folid  contentment  is  attain- 
able, and  grant  that'  we  may  henceforth  make  the 
improvement  of  our  heart  our  mod  important  con^- 
cem.  For  this  we  pray  thee  in  firm  reliance  on  the 
promifes  of  thy  fon  Jefus^  our  faviour,  and  addrefs 
thee  further  in  his  name :  Our  father,  &c. 


PROV,  IV,  2^. 

Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence ;  for  out  of  it  are  the 

ifTaes  oflife. 

Tjp  VERYBODY,  my  pious  hearers,  is  panting  in 
the  purfuit  of  contentment ;  and  yet  few  at- 
t2un  the  objed  for  which  they  fo  ardently  ftrive. 
Why  ?  They  run  in  queft  of  this  contentment  to  a 
diftance,  while  it  is  lying  clofe  befide  them.  They 
go  in  fearch  of  it  without  them,  while  it  has  its  feat 
in  their  own  heart,  and  depends  entirely  on  their 
own  temper  and  fentiments.  —  We  frequently  hear 
it  faid :  If  this  or  the  other  alteration  were  to  be 
wrought  in  my  circumftances ;  if  I  were  free  from 
this  or  that  conftraint,  this  or  that  vexation  j  if  I 
had  not  to  undergo  thefe  fatigues,  to  endure  thefe 
VOL.  II.  H  h  troubles. 
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troubles,- had  I  not  thefe  profpefts  before  me,  were 
I  not  involved  in  thefe  connections ;  could  I  but  re- 
move this  one  affliftion  :  I  fhould  certainly  be  con- 
tent, would   willingly  fubmit  to  every  thing  elfe, 
however  difagreeable  and  troublefome,  would  do 
my  duty  without  a  murmur,  and  rejoice  in  my  life 
and  in  God,  my  creator  and  father !     Nothing  is 
more  common,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  natural 
than  fuch  thoughts  and  wiflies,  with  all  who  live 
and  aft  more  without  than  within  themfelves.  They 
arife  from  the  lively  ferttiment  of  fome  prefent  want 
or  fuffering,  to  which  nothing  in  the  mind  prefent s 
an  overbalance,  or  even  an  equipoise.  Where  is  the 
perfon  who  has  never,  who  has  not  more  than  once 
thus  thought,  and  annexed  his  poffible  contentment 
to  fuch  conditions  ?     A  nd  yet  there  is  nothmg,  my 
dear  hearers,  nothing  that  removes  us  farther  fix>m 
happinefs,  or  more  embarraffes  the  acquifition  and 
enjoyment  of  fatisfaftion  than  thefe  very  thoughts 
and  wiflies.     The  reafon  of  it  is  cafily  difcoverable. 
While  we  continue  to  think  thus,  we  make  our 
contentment  to  depend  on  what  is  without  us  ;  we 
feek  it  without  and  not  within  us  ;  the  objefts  that 
furround  us,  the  accidents  that  befall  us,  the  bufi- 
nefs  we  carry  on,  the  perfons  with  whom  we  are 
connefted,  the  people  with  whom  we  have  to  do, 
■  and  the  aQ'iiirs  we  have  to  ti-anfaft,  muft  firft  be  dif- 
ferently conftitutcd  before  we  can  be  content.     But 
the  generality  of  outward  contingences  are  abfolutcly 
and  totally  independent  on  us.     Our  moft  ardent 
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Wiihes  cannot  alter  them.  They  retain,  at  one  time 
iis  at  another,  their  good  or  bad,  to  us  pleafmg  or 
difpleafing  qualities.  They  are  and  eVer  remain  as 
they  are,  and  if  we  either  cannot  or  will  not  be  con- 
tent, till  they  become  otherwife  and  better  according 
to  our  mind,  we  mud  continue  to  be  in  mod  cafes  for 
ever  difcontented.  No,  my  dear  friends,  in  this 
way  we  can  never  reach  the  objeft  we  are  in  pur- 
fUit  of.  it  is  a  turning  which  will  ever  lead  us 
farther  from  it.  The  objeft,  however^  is  not  there- 
fore unattainable,  we  are  not  barred  accefs  to  it^ 
Follow  me,  all  you  that  are  panting  for  content ;  I 
will  point  out  to  you  a  fafe,  an  infallible  way  to  it, 
and  that  is  the  alteration  of  ourfelves  and  our 
habit  of  thinking.  If  we  learn  to  think  different- 
ly, to  view,  to  confider,  to  judge,  to  treat,  to  ufe 
things  differently :  every  thing  that  is  without  us 
will  wear  a  quite  different  afpeft ;  thus  will  the 
troublefome  become  eafy,  the  difagreeable  agreeable^ 
atid  even  forrow  itfelf  a  foiirce  of  joy  ;  thus  very 
often  want  becomes  no  longer  want,  conftraint  no 
longer  conftraint,  and  adverfity  is  converted  into 
profperity.  And  this  alteration  in  our  way  of  think- 
ing depends  moft  of  all  things  on  ourfelves.  Over 
nothing  have  we  greater  authority  than  over  our 
conceptions  and  ideas  2  we  can  either  call  them  up 
or  fuppreft  them  j  weaken  or  ftrengthen  them  ;  we 
can  give  them  whatever  diredlion  and  connexion  we 
pleafe.  We  can  by  principles,  by  refleftions,  by  ex- 
ercife  and  habitude,  learn  to  conceive  of  numberlefs 
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matters  quite  otherWife  thsin  we  hate  heretofore 
done.  And  this,  my  dear  hearers,  this  is  the  only 
fure  road  to  contentment  and  happinefs.  An  sntient, 
long  known  road,  but  too  little  frequented.  The 
wife  monarch  of  old  recommends  it  in  our  text. 
Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  fays  he,  watch 
carefully  over  thy  fentiments  and  aft'eftions,  re- 
duce  them  all  to  order,  fubject  them  all  to  the 
laws  of  reafon  and  religion  ;  for  out  of  it  are  the 
iffues  of  life,  on  that  depends  the  whole  of  thy  hap- 
pinefs ;  it  depends  far  more  on  thy  own  inward  dif- 
pofition  than  on  the  difpofition  of  outward  objeds. 
Could  I  thorpughly  convince  you  of  this,  my 
friends,  deeply  imprint  it  on  your  minds  in  indelible 
characters,  how. much  eafier  would  it  be  for  you  to 
be  contented  in  every  condition.  For  the  furtherance 
of  this  defign,  we  will  endeavour  to  make  ourfelves 
better  acquainted  with  this  truth,  and  try  to  apply 
it  to  feveral  particular  incidents  of  life.  I  therefore 
addrefs  myfelf  to  every  one  of  you  :  by  no  means 
require  that  outward  objeds  (hould  be  changed 
agreeably  to  thy  wiflies,  but  alter  thyfelf  and  thy 
Way  of  thinking,  if  thou  wouldft  be  contented. 

Alter  therefore  firft  thyfelf  and  thy  way  of  think- 
ing,  if  thou  wouldft  be  contented,  o  thou,  who  com- 
plaineft  of  the  want  of  certain  worldly  poffeffions 
and  extrinfic  advantages,  imagining  that  nothing 
would  difturb  thy  fatisfafliion  if  thou  hadft  thefe 
goods  and  advantages.  Learn  to  perceive  that  they 
are  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  human  happinefs, 

S  that 


ON  EXTERNALS  AS  ON  OUR  OWN  TEMPER.     469 

that  thou  mayft  be  happy  without  them;  thus 
will  the  want  of  them  ceafe  to  prevent  thee,  from 
being  content.  Thou  haft,  for  example,  o  man, 
thou  haft  health,  competence,  honour,  refped,  inteU 
ligence,  canft  enjoy  the  fatisfa£Bons  of  bene^ceifice  and 
of  fecial  life,  but  thou  haft  no  children,  no^defcend- 
ants,  with* whom  thou  couldft  (hare  ihefe  f^tisfac- 
tions,  to  whom  thou  couldft  bequeath  thy  property 
and  leave  thy  refpeft,  in  whom  and  by  whom  thou 
couldft  live  and  aft  even  after  thy  death,  and  this, 
fayft  thou,  renders  thy  content  impoffible.  Butj 
knowft  thou  then  for  certain  that  thou  wouldft  b^ 
pleafed  and  happy,  if  thou  wert  bleffed  with  chiU 
dren  ?  Knowft  thou  for  certain,  that  they  would  be 
healthy,  intelligent,  docile,  obedient,  that  they 
would  become  wife,  ufeful,  virtuous  perfons  and 
citizens,  that  they  wouW  caufe  thee  joy  and  not 
torment  thy  heart,  alleviate  and  prolong  thy  life, 
but  not  embitter  and  abridge  it?  Knowft  thou 
the  poiSble  and  the  future,  as  God,  the  ruler  of  the 
univerfe,  knows  them  ?  Underftandeft  thou,  as  he 
does,  for  what  thou  art  fit,  what  thou  canft  yield 
and  do,  what  is  proper  and  falutary  for  thee  now 
and  for  the  future  ?  .  Perhaps  he,  the  Omnifcient, 
fees  that  the  children  thou  wiflieft  for,  and  which  his 
wifer  providence  denies  thee,  would  heap^  upon  thee 
a  load  of  trouble  and  mifery,  under  which  thou 
muft  fink !  Perhaps  he,  the  fearcher  of  hearts, 
knows  that  thou  wouldft  not  then  fo  faithfully  ful- 
jil  thy  duties,  and  not  be  fo  ufeful  to  ifociety,  per, 
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haps  wouldft  be  injurious  to  it !  Learn  therefore  tq 
confefs  and  to  believe,  and  for  this  thou  had:  reafoa 
enough,  that  the  God  who  governs  ail  things  for 
the  beft,  has  determined  alfo  this  circumftance  of 
thy  lot  according  to  the  wifeft,  the  moft  benigii 
laws,  and  thereby  provided  for  thy  benefit,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  thy  brethren,  fo  will  this  want  no 
longer  opprefs  thee,  no  longer  prevent  thee  from 
being  content. 

Perhaps  however  the  want  over  which  thou  figheft 
as  the  principal  caufe  of  thy  difcontent,  is  of  another 
kind.  Thou  haft  children,  haft  health  and  abilities, 
haft  food  and  raiment  for  them  and  for  thyfelf,  but 
thou  art  concerned  for  their  future  fuccefs  in  the 
world.  Thy  defires,  fayft  tliou,  are  not  extrava- 
gant, thou  haft  no  cravings  after  riches,  juft  to  be 
able  to  fave  and  lay  by  fomewhat,  in  order  to  be 
free  from  care,  and  to  be  able  to  look  forward 
with  calmnefs  and  compofure ;  and  then  thou 
wouldft  certainly  be  content.  But,  fince  thou  canft 
not  acquire  this,  rather  begin  at  once  to  moderate 
thefe  folicitudds  and  banifli  them  from  thy  breaft. 
Call  to  mind  thofe  doftrines  of  wifdom  and  religion, 
which  may  convince  thee  that  thefe  cares  are  ufelefs, 
foolilh,  unchriftian,  injurious  to  thyfelf  and  thy  fa- 
mily.  Learn  to  truft  in  God,  the  Almighty,  the 
Supremely  Bountiful ;  leave  to  him  the  future, 
which  he  alone  furveys  ;  and  cheerfully  enjoy  and 
wifely  ufe  the  prefent,  which  alone  is  thine.  Confi* 
der,  that  neither  thy  profperity,  nor  the  profperity 

of 
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of  thy  children  depends  on  the  abundance  that  thou 
poffeffeft,  and  which  thou  (halt  leave  to  them,  but 
on  the  good  plealUre  and  the  providence  of  God, 
who  fees  fit,  in  his  infallible  wifdom,  that  thou 
fhouldit  not  now  poflefs^  what  thou  and  thy  family 
have  no  need  of  till  the  future  arrive* 

t 

Alter  farther  thyfelf  and  thy  way  of  thinking,  if 
thou  wpuldll  be  content^  o  thou,  who  now  figheft 
under  certain  aiHi£bions  and  troubles,  and  thinkeft 
that  nothing  could  didurb  thy  fatisfadion^  if  thou 
Wert  only  free  from  thefe  afflictions  and  troubles. 
Thou  hafl^  for  example,  with  many  ipward  and 
outward  advantages,  an  in6rm  ftate  of  health,  that 
allows  thee  not  to  be  fo  adivc  as  thou  couldil  wifli ; 
or  thou  had  a  fpoufe  that  is  fickly  and  whofe  fufier* 
ings  are  to  thee  as  thy  own.  Thou  wouldft  willingly, 
fay  ft  thou,  cpnfent  to  be  neither  rich  nor  great,  nor 
lead  an  idle,  luxurious  life,  if  thou  couldft  but  have 
)the  free  ufe  of  thy  faculties  and  more  diligently  at- 
tend to  thy  bufinefs,  if  thou  wert  not  obliged  to  fee 
the  perfon  whom  thou  loveft  mod,  in  a  fuffering 
.condition  ;  if  only  this  cirjcumltance  were  removed, 
jhou  wouldd  certainly  be  content.  3ut  knowd  thou 
then  aduredly,  if  God  accomplidied  this  thy  wifh, 
.whether  (thou  fhouldd  be  a  gainer  or  a  lofer  by  it  ? 
Knowd  thou  affuredly,  whether  thoii  (houldd  then 
be  fo  difcreet,  fo  wife,  fo  pious ;  whether  then  thy 
propenfity  to  fenfual   pleafure,  thy  ambition  after 
riches  and  honour,  would  be  fo  moderate ;  whether 
the  fentiment  of  thy  dependence  on  God  and  the  un- 

H  H  4  certainty 
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.certainty  of  thy  terreftrial  life  would  operate  fo  forci- 
bly upon  thee  ?  Knowft  thou  affuredly  whether  thy 
more  robuft  and  confirmed  health,  or  that  of  thy 
fpoufe  would  not  beguile  thee  into  levity  and  for- 
getfulncfs  of  God,  intangle  thee  in  a  round  of  vain 
diffipations  and  amufements,  pernicious  to  thy  im- 
mortal foul,  by  removing  thee  ever  farther  from  thy 
perfeflion  and  happinefs?  Only  learn  therefore  to 
think  differently,  to  think  juftly  of  the  affliftions 
that  opprefs  thee ;  learn  to  hold  them  for  what  they 
really  are  and  under  the  government  of  a  fupremely 
wife  and  fupremely  bountiful  God  they  mufl  necef- 
farily  be,  for  a  rcftraint,  that  probably  fecures  thee 
from  numbcrlefs  fins  and  follies,  for  a  falutar}'^,  pa^ 
rental  admonition  of  what  thou  art  and  what  thou 
art  defigned  to  be,  for  a  method  of  difcipline  and 
cxercife,  for  an  opportunity  and  a  call  to  fit  thyfelf 
for  fuperior  feliciries  in  the  future  life,  by  a  purer, 
a  more  guarded  virtue  :  and  if  thou  thus  reprefent 
it  to  thyfelf,  it  will  no  longer  be  an  obftruftion  to 
contentment. 

Alter  thirdly  thyfelf  and  thy  own  temper  of 
mind,  if  thou  wouldft  be  contented,  o  thou,  who 
now  only  complaineft,  that  thou  occupied  this  and 
no  other  place  in  human  fcciety,  that  this  and  no 
other,  no  greater  fphere  of  operation,  is  afligned 
thee,  that  thou  art  obliged  to  employ  thyfelf  in  fuch 
and  no  other  matters.  Thou  art  therefore,  fayfl: 
thou,  content  with  thy  pecuniary  circumftances, 
with  thy  domeftic  connecliojis,  with  thy  proportion 

of 
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of  bodily  and  mental  powers;  but  thou  haft  an 
office,  purfueft  a  mode  of  life,  fiUeft  a  poft,  which  is 
not  to  thy  tafte,  not  agreeable  to  thy  inclination, 
not  adequate  to  thy  abilities.  If  I  could  only,  think* 
eft  thou,  occupy  a  more  important  office,  lead  a 
more  dignified   manner  of  life,  fill  a  poft  more 
worthy  of  me,  how  feduloufly  fhould  I  then  dif- 
charge  my  truft,  how  public-fpiritedly  fhould  I 
think  and  ad,  how  much  good  fhould  I  do,  how 
contented  fhould  I  be !     But  is  it  then  certain  that 
this  would  be  the  confequence  ?     Knowft  thou  thy* 
felf  fo  thoroughly,  canft  thou  fo  pofitively  afcertain 
the  meafure  of  thy  faculties  and  the  degree  of  thy 
probity  and  virtue,  as  not  to  need  being  under  any 
apprehenfions  of  thinking  differently  and  being  dif- 
ferently difpofed  in  different  circumftances  ?    Is  it 
indeed  probable,  that,  if  the  fphere  of  thy  operation 
were  enlarged,  thou  wouldft  do  more  good,  fince 
the  inferior  portion  of  good  that  at  prefent  thou 
canft  do,  thou  either  deft  not  at  all,  or  only  by 
halves  and  with  reluftance  ?  Do  firft  the  good  thou 
canft  at  prefent  do,  and  do  it  cheerfully,  if  thou 
wouldft  have  it  believed  that  thou  wouldft  fain  do 
more  good  !  -7-  And  then,  knowft  thou  better  than 
the  Omnifcient,  what  place  thou  fhouldft  occupy  in 
his  dominion,  how  and  where  and  by  what  means 
thou  canft  beft  advance  his  defigns  and  the  benefit 
of  thy  brethren  ?     Do  we  not  all  ferve  the  fame 
Lord  and  Father  in  heaven  ?    Is  it  not  he  who  has 
prefcribed  to  us  all  our  tafk  on  earth  ?  Does  he  re- 
quire 
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quire  more  of  us^  than  that  we  fliould  willingly  an4 
faithfully  perfarm  what  he  calls  us  to  do  ?  Can  that 
€ver  degrafie  us,  ever  be  unworthy  of  us,  if  we  do 
and  eSeQ,  nothing  befides  what  the  creator  wills 
that  we  fhould  do  and  eifed  in  bis  world,  whether 
it  be,  according  to  our  notions,  important  or  un« 
important,  of  greater  or  fmaller  influence  on  the 
whole  ?    And  does  thy  perfection  and  happinefs  hi 
the  prefent  ^nd  in   the  future  world,  ^depend  on 
what  thou  doft,  and  not  rather  on  the  manner  how 
thou  doll  it  ?     X^earn  therefore,  o  man,  learn  only 
to  confider  the  oiSce  thou  hall,  the  manner  .of  life 
thou  leaded,  the  poll  ^hou  occupiefl,  as  a  wife  ar- 
rangement of  God,  and  thyfelf  as  the  minifter  of 
)bis  providence,  the  inftrument  by  which  he  exe^ 
cutes  his  will  on  earthy     Imprint  it  deeply  on  thy 
mind,  that  eyery  office,  if  duly  adnuniftered,  every 
mode  of  life  if  confcicntipufly  purfued,  every  poft, 
if  worthily  filleid,  is  honourable  and  noble,  that  all 
arc  equally  neccflfary  and  ufcful  to  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  that  far  more  depends  on  the  fidelity  with 
which  that  is  done  which  we  ought  to  do,  than  on 
the  quality  and  magnitude  of  what  wc  do.     If  thou 
thus  properly  think  of  thy  flation,  and  confequently 
learn  to  dignify  it  in  thy  eyes,  it  will  never  be  a 
hinJcrancc  to  tliy  contentment,  how  mean  focver  it 
may  be  or  fccni  to  be. 

Alter  fourthly  thyfelf  and  thy  own  way  of  think- 
ing;, if  thou  wouldil  be  content,  o  thou  who  com- 
plained principally  of  the  particular  outward  impc- 
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diments  thou  meeteft  in  the  performance  of  thy 
duty  and  the  pradice  of  virtue,  and  which  fo  often 
didurb  thee  in  the  enjoyment:  of  jtbe  happinels  con- 
ne£led  with  it.  Thpu  revereft,  thou  loveft  therefore 
.virtue,  my  chri(Han  brother,  thy  duty  is  facred  to 
thee,  thou  wifhefl  to  perform  it  entirely^  wiiheft  and 
ftriveft  ever  to  become  more  virtupus,  and  wouldfl:^ 
as  thou  fayft,  be  perfedly  content^  if  unfavourable 
outward  circumftances  did  not  render  it  fo  difficulty 
or  even  utterly  impolTible.  And  what  now  may  thefe 
circumftances  be  f  Thou  art,  for  example,  con- 
nected with  perfons,  whofe  way  of  thinking  is  not 
agreeable  to  thine  ;  in  thy  daily  vocation  thou  ha(): 
moftly  to  dp  with  people,  to  whom  religion  and 
doty  and  virtue  are  not  fo  important  as  they  are  to 
thee,  who  perhaps  deride  thy  confcientioufhefe,  thy 
religion  and  piety,  and  often  incite  thee  to  wicked- 
ne&,.or  thou  art  conne&ed  by  the  ties  of  blood  or 
of  marriage  with  one  who,  though  not  wicked,  not 
particularly  addi^ed  to  any  vice,  yet  is  pafGonate 
and  apt  to.  be  angry,  who  is  far  more  harlh  and  in- 
temperate in  judging  and  adting  than  thou  art  ^  and 
thou  thinkeft,  if  now  this  perfon  were  but  more  gen- 
tle, and  of  a  temper  more  harmonious  wif h  thy  own, 
thou  fhouldft  make  far  greater  advances  in  virtue, 
and  nothing  would  be  wanting  to  thy  content^  But 
wouldfl:  thou  fo  think,  if  thou  fought  content  with- 
in thee  and  not  without  thee,  if  thou  kept  thy  heart 
and  regulated  thyfelf  by  outward  things,  inftead  of 
requiring  that  they  fhould  regulate  themfelves  by 

thee  ? 
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.  ihee  ?     Wouldft  thou  fo  think,  if  the  love  of  virtue 
were  thoroughly  a£tive  and  predominant  in  thee,  if 
thou  wert  entirely  animated  with  the  appetency  for 
perfe6lion?      Is  this  wiih  any  thing  eUe  than  to 
iay,  thou  wouldft  willingly  be  patient,  if  thou  hadO; 
nothing  to  tempt  thee  to  impatience ;  wouldft  cheer- 
fully do  thy  duty,  if  thou  hadft  no  o]^fition  to  en** 
counter ;.  wouldft  fain  be  virtuous,  if  the  praftice  of 
virtue  coft  thee  nothing  ;  fain  be  more  perfed,  if  it 
could  but  be  done,  without  exertion  ?    But  what 
then  is  patience,  not  put  to  the  trial  and  not  ftand* 
Ing  the  teft  ?     What  is  duty  tliat  never  impofes  on 
us  the  flighteft  reftraint  ?     What  is  virtue  without 
ftruggle,    without,  fecrifice,    without    felf-denial? 
What  is  ftriving  afiter  perfeftion,  where  there  are  no 
obftacles  to  furinount,  no  difficulties  to  conquer  I  -*« 
Leafn tberef ore. Kkewife  here  to  alter  and^corredt 
thyfelf,  if  thou  cjmft  not  alter  and  corred  what  is 
without  md  around  thee.     Learn  to  think  and  to 
believe,  that  virtue  is  the  greateft,-  the  only  permaf 
nent  ad  vantage  of  .mankind ;  but  that  to  virtue  be« 
longs  pradice,  to  pra£tice  impediments  and  refift*' 
ance ;  and  that  the  wife  and  good   providence  of 
God  allows  thefe  impediments  to  come  in  thy  way 
and  this  reiiftance  to  oppofe  thee,  not  in  order  to 
render  thee  difpirited  and  difcontented,  but  the  more 
firmly  to  eftabHfli  thy  virtue,  to  purify  it  and  to  bring 
thee  nearer  to   perfedion.     Leahi  to  govern  thy- 
felf and  to  controul  thy  paflions,  if  thou  art  not  able 
to  govern  others  and   to  controul  tlieir  paffions, 

Oppofe 
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Oppofe  to  their  violence  chriftian  moderation,  to 
thdr  rage  meeknefs.     Do  thou  but  walk  thy  way 
with  firmnefs  and  confidence,  whether  it  be  fmooth 
or  rough,  whether  many,  or  few^  or  none  accom- 
pany thee  upon  it,  thou  wilt  certainly  not  fail  of  the 
prize.     If  thy  companion  be  remifs  in  his  duty,  do 
thou  fulfil  thine.     If  thy  companion  be  a  ilave  to 
the  tranfports  of  palTion,  be  thou  jealous  of  thy  li- 
berty and  maintain  the  command  of  thyfelf.    If  the 
former  be  choleric  and  impetuous,  be  thou  calm 
and  compofeci,  and  ever  become  more  fo.    Perhaps 
thou  wilt  at  laft  gain  over  thy  c6mpanion,  and  even 
if  thou  doft  not,  yet  the  eflfed  of  it  with  regard  to 
thee  is  precifely  the  fame.     Thou  mayft  rejoice  in 
God  and  in  thyfelf,  wilt  retain  an  unfuTlied  con- 
fcience,  a  tranquil  heart,  wilt  become  ever  wifer  and 
better  and  more  confirmed  in  virtue  ;  and  fliouldft 
thou  then  hold  thofe  outward  impediments  whereof 
thou  complained,  for  thhigs  that  render  it  utterly 
impoflible  for  thee  to  be  content  ? 

Alter  laflly  thyfelf  and  thy  own  way  of  thinking, 
if  thou  wouldft  be  content,  o  thou  who  complaineft 
only,  who  art  only  difcontented  as  believing  thou 
art  working  in  vain.  No  work,  it  is  often  faid,  no 
labour,  were  it  ever  fo  toilfome,  no  trouble  of  my 
ftation  and  my  calling,  were  it  ever  fo  burdenfome, 
fhould  deprefs  me  or  difturb  my  content,  if  only  I 
worked  not  in  vain,  if  only  my  bufinefs  and  enter- 
prifes  were  attended  with  more  fuccefs,  if  I  only  faw 
the  good  effeds  of  my  induftry,  the  fruits  of  my  di- 
ligence 
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ligence  and  fidelity  !     The  want  of  this  is  the  only 
thing  that  troubles  rire,  that  often  makes  me  dull 
sind  difpirited.  —  But  h  thy  complaint  well-found- 
ed ?    Doft  thou  really  labour  in  vaSn  ?     Canft  thoii 
ever  exert  thy  faculties  without  calling  forth  the 
faculties  of  others  and  more  or  lefs  fettiWg  them  in 
motion  ?    Do  not  all  thmgs  in  the  world  proceed  as 
\t  were  hand  in  hand  j  do  not  all  things  in  number- 
lefs  ways  coalefce  together^  is  not  every  movement, 
every  concuffion  propagated  to  infinity  ?  Does  what 
operates  in  filence  and  concealment  operate  lefs  than 
that  which  in  its  eflfefts  ftrikes  the  eye  and  the  ear  ? 
or  canft  thou  tell  what  eilergies  thy  afUvity  awakens 
and  excites,  what  good  thy  honeft  endeavours  to  be 
ufeful  to  others  will  effeft,  here,  .there,  at  prefent, 
in  future,  during  thy  lifetime  and  after  thy  death  ? 
Canft  thou  ever  ftrew  good  feed  on  earth,  which 
under  the  care  of  the  wife  ruler  of  the  world  will 
never  fprout  up,  never  bloom  and  bear  fruit  ?    Can 
any  thing  in  his  kingdom,  that  is  uiefirl  and  falutary, 
be  loft,  or  annihilated  ?  —  And  even  if  this  were 
poflible,  if  thou  wert  to  labour  abfolately  in  vain,- 
refpeding  the  confequcnces,  art  thou  not  all  the 
while  exercifing  thy  faculties  ?  Art  thou  not  learning 
to  ufe  them  more  eafily  and  better  ?     Art  thou  not 
thus  promoting  thy  perfeftion  ?     Art  thou  not  thus 
rendering  thyfelf  more  capable  of  tranfafting  here- 
after more  important  affairs,  of  undertaking  greater 
things  with  better  fuccefs   and  in  a  more  ample 
fphere,  in  a  better  world  ?    And  if  thou  thus  think- 

eft, 


ON"  EXTERNALS  AS  ON  OUR  OWN  TEMPER.    4^9 

eft,'  feed  the  matter  in  this  light,  will  ftill  the  want 
of  vifible  gobd  eflfefls  to  thy  labour,  be  an  obltacle 
to  thy  contentment  ? 

So  juft,  fo  important  is  the  leffon  of  wifdom  in  our 
text :  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of 
k  are  the  iflues  of  life !  So  eafily,  fo  certainly  (hould 
we  attain  to  the  pofleffion  of  folid,  permanent  con- 
tent, if  we  entirely  and  conftantly  obferved  this  pre- 
cept !    Imprint  it  then  deeply  on  your  memory  and 
your  heart,  my  dear  hearers.     Apply  it  to  eveiy 
particular  circumftance  of  your  life*     Think  con-^ 
tinually  thus:   outward  things  I  can  but  feldom 
alter  to  my  mind ;  they  are  not  in  my  power.     But 
myfelf  and  my  way  of  thinking  I  can  alter  j  and  on 
this  everything  depends,  on  this  depends  the  whole 
of  my  content.    The  generality  of  objefts  are  to  me 
lliat  for  which  I  take  them.    Juft  as  my  ideas,  judg- 
ments, appetites,  afFeftions  alter,  fo  do  whatever  iir , 
near  and  about  me  alter  in  my  eyes.     As  I  myfelf 
become  wifer  and  better,  fo  will  everything  that  is 
without  me  become  lefs  burdenfome,  lefs  clogging^ 
all  will  affume  another  form.     I  will  therefore  con- 
ftantly keep  guard  ovej*  myfelf,  conftantly  ftrive  to- 
reftify  .my  ideas  and  to  improve  my  heart,  conftantly 
G#nnecl  the  future  with  the  prefent  in  my  mind, 
never  feek  my  perfedion  out  of  me  but  within  me  ; 
and  whatever  advances  this,  whatever  makes  nie 
wifer  and  better,  fliall  conftantly  be  welcome  to  mo, 
whether  it  be  plenty  or  want,  forrow  or  joy,  aflHl- 
ance  or  oppofition,  impediment  or  alleviation,  ele- 
vation 
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vation  or  abafement,  the  profperous  or  adverfe  turn 
of  my  aflfairs !  The  way  that  God  calls  me  to  go, 
the  ftation  he  appoints  me  to  occupy,  the  circmn- 
ftances  m  which  he  places  me^  will  I  conftantly  hold 
to  be  the  beft,  and  nothing,  nothing  (hall  difturb  my 
content,  that  by  any  means  brings  me  nearer  to  my 
deiUnation ! 
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SERMON    LX. 
The  H^fy  Commtmion  a  Commemoratim  of  J  ejus* 


f^  OD,  eternal,  inexhauftible  fountain  of  light,  of 
life,  of  joy,  how  exuberant  is  thy  tendemefs 
and  affection  to  the  children  of  men !  Who  can 
.  defcribe  the  ext^t  of  thy  loving  kindnefs  ?  Who 
can  fufficiently  teftify  his  gratitude  for  thy  bounties? 
Thou  haft  created  man  after  thy  own  image,  crown- 
ed him  with  glory,  with  honour  and  immortality^ 
and  made  him  little  lower  than  the  angels.  To 
know  thee,  to  worlhip  thee,  to  love  and  to  rejoice 
in  thee,  and  in  communion  with  thee  to  be  perfe£Uy 
and  eternally  happy  :  was  and  is  his  fublime  deftina- 
tion.  And  when  fin  had  drawn  us  far  away  from 
thee  and  from  our  deftination,  and  had  brought  us  to 
the  brink  of  perdition,  thou  ftill  continuedft  ever 
near  us  with  pardon  and  affiAance.  Thou  defiredft 
not  the  death  of  the  fmner,  but  rather  that  he  (hould 
turn  from  his  wickednefs  and  live.  Therefore  with 
fo  much  patience  and  long-fuflfering  didft  thou  bear 
with  finfril  man,  therefore  vouchfafedft  him  fo.  many 
unmerited  bounties  and  bleflings,  therefore  inftitu- 
ted  fo  many  wife  and  gracious  provifions  to  his 
amendment  and  recovery.  Therefore  at  length 
didft  thou  fend  thy  fon  Jefus  into  the  world,  and 
VOL.  II.  I  I  give 
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give  us  in  him  the  mod  confummate  teacher,  the 
mightieft  deliverer  and  faviour.  And  now  we 
know  the  track  that  leads  to  happinefe,  to  thee. 
Now  we  may  with  confidence  call  thee  our  father, 
and  promife  ourfelves  more  than  parental  conde- 
fcenfion  and  lenity  from  thee.  God,  what  are  we, 
that  thou  fhouldft  (hew  thyfeif  thus  gracious  towards 
us  ?  Might  we  never  be  unmindful  of  thefe  demon- 
.  flrations  of  thy  condefcending  love !  Might  the  me- 
morial of  them  be  always  to  us  truly  important  and 
holy !  Might  it  even  now  make  a  thoroughly  deep 
and  lading  impreflion  on  our  fouls,  and  penetrate 
us  with  the  mod  lively  fenfe  of  thy  mercies,  with  the 
mod  heartfelt  gratitude,  with,  the  moft  alert  obedi- 
ence to  thee,  our  infinite  benefador !  Blefs,  o  God, 
blefs  to  this  end  the  delivery  of  thy  word  and  the 
adminiftration  of  the  holy  facrament,  and  let  our 
praifes  and  our  prayers  be  acceptable  to  thee,  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus  Chrid,  our  lord  and  faviour,  in  whofe 
name  we  further  call  upon  thee,  faying:  Our 
father,  &c. 

LUKExi^ii.  19. 

And  he  took  bread,  and  gave  thanks,  and  brake  it»  and  gave 
unto  them  ;  faying.  This  is  my  body  which  is  given  for 
you  ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

1C  X AMPLES  of  perfons,  who  have  didinguifhed 
■^  and  fignalized  themfelves  by  generous  fenti- 
ments  and  exploits,  by  inviolable  fidelity  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  obligations,  by  a  life  of  extraordinary 
beneficence,  by  voluntary  and  magnanimous  facri- 
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fices  in  behalf  of  others,  have  a  manifeft  tendency  to 
prbmote  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  to  inflame  the  zeal 
of  its  votaries.     They  geiierally  make  a  deeper  im- 
preflion  on  our  heart  than  the  wifeft  precepts ;  they 
poflefs  greater  efficacy  to  move  us  and  to  fet  us  in 
a£tion,  than  the  mod  powerful  and  juft  deductions 
of  reafon.     They  not  only  inform  us  concerning 
what  is  right  and  becoming,  what  is  beautiful  and 
laudable,  but  they  likewife  encourage  us  to  copy 
after  fuch  illuftrious  patterns  of  excellence.     They 
invalidate  the  force  of  fuch  obje^ons  as  we  might 
allege  againft  the  feverity  of  the  precepts,  by  (hew- 
ing us  in  a  fehfible  and  affeding  manner,  that  the 
obfervanccr  of  them  is  practicable,  eafy,  advantage- 
ous, that  it  redounds  to  the  honour  of  the  individual 
and  is  attended  with  happinefs  of  various  kinds. 
But  how  apt  are  the  carelefs  or  thofe  whofe  minds 
are  diftra&ed  and  perplexed  by  a  muhiplicity  of  af- 
fairs to  lofe  fight  of  the  mod  Ihining  models  of  vir- 
tue !     How  foon  does  the  crowd  of  vulgar,  inferior 
objects,  that  furround  them,  obliterate  all  ideas  of 
intellectual,  moral  beauty  from  their  minds !     How 
neceflary  therefore  is  it,  that  we  fhould  endeavour 
by  all  means  to  preferve  and  to  immortalize  the  me- 
mory of  fuch  perfons,  as  have  been  diftinguiflied  for 
their  integrity  and  virtue,  and  are  become  patterns 
for  imitation !    Let  us  apply  thefe  general  remarks 
to  the  efpecial  occafion  of  our  prefent  meeting. 

As  chrifUans  we  have  before  us  an  example  of  vir- 
tuous grandeur,  that  far  excels  all  others.  It  is  the 
example  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  founder  of  our  religion, 
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the  greateft  bene&ftor  of  mankind.    And  what  ^ 
example !    It  is  the  example  of  a  perfedly  pure  and 
unfpotted  virtue ;   the  example  of  one  continued 
feries  of  generous  fentiments^  of  great  and  public 
fpirited  aftions.     And  yet  even  we»  chriftians,  are 
fo  prone  to  lofe  fight  of  this  fublime  example.   We 
ihculd  frequently  call  it  to  mind,  wefhould  aflbciate 
this  recolleflion  with  folemn  circumfbmces,  if  we 
would  uphold  the  memory  of  our  lord  in  any  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  vivacity  and  afUvity  amongft  us. 
He  himfelf,  our  lord,  forefaw  our  iloth  and  neg- 
ligence, and  accordingly  prepared  us  againft  them 
by  the  inftitution  of  the  holy  fupper.     As  often  as 
his  votaries  fliould  take  this  repaft  together,  fo  often 
were  they  to  bind  themfelves  afrefh  to  his  imitation 
and  his  fervice.     The  words  of  our  text  leave  us 
no  room  to  doubt,  that  this  was  the  principal,  the 
*  fole  defign  of  Jefus  in   the  eftablifhment  of  this 
folemn  rite.     The  holy  fupper  is  a  commemorative 
repaft  inftituted  in  honour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the 
confirmation  of  our  faith  and  our  hope  and  to  our 
eftablifhment  in  evangelical  virtue.     This  idea  we 
fhould  conftantly  keep  in  view,  if  we  would  attend 
upon  it  in  a  rational  manner  agreeably  to  the  mten- 
tion  of  its  founder.     We  will  therefore  now  pro- 
ceed  to  inveftigate  this  idea,  and  to  that  end  confider, 
partly  of  whom  we  fhould  be  reminded  by  this  a£l 
of  divine  worfhip,  and  partly  how  this  recolleSion 
jhould  be  conftituted  and  what  fentiments  and  emo- 
tions it  ought  to  produce  in  our  bofoms. 
Whofe  memory  then  ought  we  here  thus  folemnly 
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to  renew,  my  pious  hearers?  It  is  the  memory 
of  Jefua  Chrift,  the  moft  confummate  teacher  of 
truth,  the  moft  illuftrious  pattern  of  virtue,  the 
moft  magnanimous  friend  and  bene&£tor  of  man- 
kind. Certainly  an  objed  worthy  of  the  moft 
folemn,  moft  holy  remembrance ! 

Yes,  in  Jefus,  whofe  memory  ye  here  folemnly 
celebrate,  my  chriftian  friends,  ye  venerate  the 
greateft  teacher  of  truth,  that  ever  trod  the  earth, 
the  moft  confblatory  ambalTador  of  God,  that  ever 
appeared  among  mortals.  Confound  him  not  with 
the  fages  of  antiquity,  not  with  the  prophets  of  the 
jewifh  nation.  He  was  the  immediate  ambaflfador 
of  the  Higheft,  who  could  fay  of  himfelf :  All  things 
that  I  have  heard  of  my  father,  I  have  made  known 
unto  you.  This  divine  teacher  delivers  to  us  no 
fanciful  hypothefes,  he  feeds  us  not  with  faint  pro- 
babilities, much  lefs  is  it  his  purpofe  to  delude  us 
irith  artful  plaufible  falfhoods.  He  conceals  not 
his  views  in  abftrufe,  unintelligible  terms,  not  in 
dark  and  myftical  images.  No,  truth,  perfpiquity 
and  impreffion  charaQerize  all  his  fpeeches,  and  his 
difcourfe  is-  fraught  with  light,  with  energy  and 
life.  He  fpeaks  as  one  having  authority,  and  not 
as  the  fcribes.  And  how  momentous,  how  footh- 
ing  were  the  contents  of  his  doftrine !  No  idle 
queftions  of  controverfy,  no  ingenious  but  unpro- 
fitable conceits,  which  he  by  his  authority  and  his 
wifdom  took  upon  him  to  decide.  His  bufinefs  was 
to  recover  a  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  to  happinefs 
and   virtue,  to  adminifter  inftruftion,  confolation 
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and  hope  to  the  deeply  fallen  race  of  man.  Is  it 
poflible  for  a  (inner  to  be  freed  from  his  guilt  and 
condign  punifhment  and  be  reinftated  by  an  a£fc  of 
indemnity  and  forgivenefs  in  the  allegiance  of  his  fo- 
vercign  ruler  and  judge  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  rife  fuperior 
to  death  and  the  grave  and  to  approach  the  term  of 
our  terreftrial  career  without  trepidation  and  hor- 
ror ?  What  is  the  worfhip  which  the  creator  re* 
quires  of  his  creatures?  What  the  methods  to 
obtain  his  favour  ?  What  courfe  mud  we  take  in 
order  to  be  happy,  truly  and  everlaftingly  happy  ? 
Thefe  were  the  important  queftions  which  could  not 
fail  to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  refleding  part  of  our 
fpecies,  and  which  the  wifeft  of  the  philofophers 
could  never  fatisfaftorily  anfwer.  He  alone  who 
was  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father  and  the  conjddant  of 
his  decrees,  could  inform  us  of  his  will,  of  his  dif- 
pofitions,  of  his  purpofes ;  and  that  he  does  no  lefs 
definitely  than  authentically.  Through  him  we 
know  the  method  of  obtaining  pardon  and  the  for- 
givenefs of  our  fins,  of  rejoicing  in  God  and  his 
relations  to  us,  of  vanquifhing  the  terrors  of  death 
and  the  grave,  and  of  becoming  perfedlly  and  eter- 
nally happy.  He  has  by  his  doftrine  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light.  He  has  delivered  us  from 
the  horror  of  annihilation  and  difcovered  to  us  the 
faireft  profpefts  in  a  future  and  better  life.  Oh 
praife  and  magnify  with  me  the  divine  inflrudor, 
who  brought  us  fuch  glad  tidings  from  heaven. 
You  may  firmly  rely  on  his  declarations,  and 
fecurely  trufl  to  his  promifes.     He  died  a  martyr 
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to  his  dodrine.  We  have  here  in  his  fupper  the 
evident  tokens  of  it.  His  dodkrine  is  true.  He  has 
fealed  it  with  his  blood,  confirmed  it  by  the  mod 
magnanimous  death.  Yes,  for  ever  fhall  the  me- 
mory of  this  fupereminent  teacher  of  truth  flourifli  ' 
amongft  us !  His  doftrine  (hall  be  the  ground  of 
our  confolation,  his  precepts  the  rule  of  our  con- 
duft. 

In  Jefus,  whofe  memory  ye  here  folemnize,  my 
chriftian  friends,  we  revere  farther  the  greateft 
promoter  and  the  moft  exalted  pattern  of  virtue. 
His  life  was  as  pure  as  his  dodrine.  All  his  a£Hons 
preached  probity  and  piety  to  man.  They  were  all 
in  the  moft  beautiful  harmony  with  his  fpeeches 
and  precepts,  and  his  own  deportment  was  the  per- 
feOt  expreflion  of  his  perfeft  morality.  Accompany 
him  in  fpirit  through  the  feveral  fcenes  of  his  life, 
in  the  various  focieties  of  his  contemporaries,  in  all 
that  he  did  and  fuffered,  every  where  will  ye  find 
the  moft  explicit  demonftrations  of  the  innocence, 
the  purity,  the  virtuous  excellence  of  his  charafter. 
How  rational,  how  fervent,  how  ingenuous  and 
confident,  how  ftedfaft  and  immovable  was  the  piety 
with  which  he  was  aftuated  towards  God,  his  hea- 
venly father,  and  which  he  evinced  in  all  his  dif- 
courfes  and  aftions !  And  what  an  univerfal,  fincere, 
adive  and  efficacious  charity  animated  him  in  his 
intercourfe  with  his  brethren,  and  in  every  office 
that  he  undertook  and  performed,  for  their  welfare ! 
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And  to  their  welfare  tended  all  that  lie  did.     To 
confole  the  difconfolate,  to  fuccour  the  diftreffed, 
to  promote  human  happinefs,  to  do  good  unto  all 
men ;  thefe  were  the  occupations  to  which  he  de- 
voted all  his  time,  all  his  faculties,  and  which  pro- 
cured him  the  pureft  pleafure.     liis  whole  life  was 
one  continued  feri^s  of  affedionate  ailiftances,  of 
ufeful  fervices.     Wherever  he  went,  there  followed 
him  fatisfadion  and  joy,  and  confolatien  and  blefling 
were  his  infeparable  companions.     He  reflored  the 
blind  to  fight,  the  dumb  to  fpeech,  the  fick  to  health, 
the  infane  to  the  ufe  of  reafon,  the  dead  to  life. 
But  ftill  far  more  was  he  concerned  to  inftruft  the 
ignorant,  to  corred  the  erroneous,  to  reform  the 
vicious,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  truth,  of  righte- 
oufnefs  and  virtue,  and  to  advance  the  perfeflion 
and  happinefs  of  the  human  mind.     This  was  the 
generous,   the  exalted   aim,   which   he  invariably 
purfued.     In  this  view  he  fubmitted  to  all  the  hard- 
Ihips  and  forrows  of  life. .    In  this  view  he  fliunned 
neither  difficulties  nor  dangers,  neither  ingratitude 
nor  infults,    neither  ignominy  nor  pain.     In  this 
view  he  voluntarily  facrificed  himfelf  for  the  com- 
mon interefts  of  mankind.     What  an  exalted  cha- 
rafter,  my  dear  friends !     What  a  model  of  virtue  ! 
How  worthy^,  that  his  memory  fhould  be  tranfmitted 
and  immortalized  from  one  generation  of  men  to 
another!     Yes,  for  ever  extolled  among  us  be  the 
name  of  this  righteous,  this  holy  and  j  aft  one,  this 
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greateft  friend  of  man !  Yes,  'always  may  his  life 
be  the  pattern  of  ours  and  our,  refemblance  to  him 
our  greateft  glory. 

In  Jefus,  whofe  memory  ye  here  folemnize,  you 
laftly  behold  the  moft  magnanimous  friend  and  be-* 
nefafkor,  the  moft  puiflant  deliverer  of  mankind. 

r 

Ye  revere  in  him  the  mediator  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment,  or  the  new  religious  ccconomy,  which  God 
has  promulgated  by  him  to  the  confolation  of  mor- 
tals*    He  has  proclaimed  to  mankind  on  the  part 
of  God  not  only  pardon,  life  and  peace,  publiflied 
to  them  not  only  the  conditions  upon  which  God 
offers  them  thefe  bleffings,  but  likewife  meets  all 
the  anxieties  and  doubts  that  might  in  this  refpe^ 
difturb  their  minds.     By  his  mediation  he  has  as  it 
were  Hlled  up  the  immenfe  interval  that  lies  between 
God  and  us,  rendered  the  deity  more  conceivable 
to  us,  brought  us  nearer  to  him,  and  opened  to  us 
free  accefs  to  the  majefty  of  heaven.     By  his  death 
*  upon  the  crofs  he  has  abolifhed  the  whole  ritual  of 
facrifices,  moft  folemnly  ratified   the  promifes  of 
God,  placed  his  a(Fe£tipnate  difpofitions  to  man- 
kind beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  and  thus  freed 
us  from  all  flavifi),  anxious  dread  of  that  moft  ex- 
alted being.    Now  we  need  no  longer  doubt  the 
readinefs  of  God,  to  pardon  the  repentant  and  re^ 
turning  finner.     Now  we  need  not  tremble  before 
him  as  an  auftere  mafter  and  judge,  but  may  with 
filial  boldnefs  draw  nigh  unto  him,  and  find  mercy 
and  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.     Who 
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now.  It  is  written,  who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is  God  himfelf  that  juf- 
tifieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift 
that  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again ;  who  is  even 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  inter- 
ceffion  for  us.  Now  we  know  under  whofe  pa- 
tronage, we  may  dare  to  approach  our  creator  and 
lord  by  the  tender  appellation  of  Father.  In  Chrift, 
his  beloved  fon,  we  are  agreeable  to  him.  In  hint 
we  have  a  faviour  who  is  able  to  fave  them  to  the 
nttermoft  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Here,  in 
the  holy  fupper,  we  have  the  folemn  eameft  and 
pledges  of  all  this.  This,  fays  Jefus  himfelf,  this  is 
my  blood  of  the  new  teftament  which  is  fhed  for 
many  for  the  remiffion  of  fins.  What  a  delightful, 
comfortable  memorial,  my  chrillian  friends !  It  is 
the  memorial  of  our  pardon  and  falvation  through 
Chrift.  Can  we  ever  forget  him,  can  we  ever  think 
on  him,  without  the  moft  heartfelt  emotion,  whilft 
we  have  any  love  for  ourfelves,  fo  long  as  we  prefer 
light  to  darknefs,  happinefs  to  mifery,  life  to  death  ? 
And  with  what  fentiments  of  admiration,  of  gra- 
titude, of  love,  of  joy  (hould  we  not  be  penetrated 
at  this  facred  memorial !  How  great  the  intereft 
that  our  heart  fhould  take  in  it  as  well  as  our  mind ! 
Yes,  admire  with  me  the  infinite  love  of  God,  the 
father  of  men,  who  has  made  fuch  wife  and  kind 
provifions  for  the  information,  the  amendment,  the 
pacification  and  falvation  of  his  frail  and  guilty 
children  upon  earth,  who  gave  them  his  fon  Jefus, 
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as  a  teacher,  a  leader  and  forerunner,  a  mediator  aod 
faviour,  and  by  him  has  moft  authentically  certified 
them  of  his  kind  parental  grace  and  condefcenfion. 
Admire  with  me  the  unparalleled  philanthropy  of 
our  lord,  and  his  tranfcendent  virtue,  and  his  vo- 
luntsuy  and  magnanimous  death ;  the  love  that  in- 
duced  him  to  lacrifice  all,  to  endure  all,  to  fuffer  all 
and  at  laft  to  die  upon  the  crofs  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  How  could  you  remain  unmoved  at  fuch 
love  as  this  ?  How  not  be  penetrated  with  the  re- 
fentment  of  love  and  cordial  gratitude  to  God  and 
his  fon  Jefus  ?  How  not  be  moved  to  fall  down  in 
adoration  and  exultingly  break  forth  in  thofe  flrains 
of  the  accomplifhed  juft :  Worthy  is  the  lamb  that 
was  ilain  to  receive  power  and  riches  and  wifdom 
and  ftrength  and  honour  and  glory  and  bleffing* 
No,  indelible  difgrace,  everlading  reproach  muS: 
prey  upon  our  vitals,  could  we  remain  cold  and  in- 
ftofible  to  thefe  inftances  of  divine  condefcenfion, 
were  they  unable  to  foften  our  hearts.  No,  never 
do  you  forget,  my  chrifUan  friends,  how  much,  how 
infinitely  much  God  has  wrought  in  us  by  his  fon 
Jefus;  how  much,  how  inexpreflibly  much  this 
Jefus  facrificed  and  fu£Fered  for  us,  and  what  inefU- 
mable  benefits,  what  manifold,  fpiritual  and  celeflial 
bleflings  we  are  indebted  to  him  for.  Acknowledge 
with  fenfibility  the  exceeding  great  worth  of  thefe 
benefits  and  bleflings,  the  worth  of  that  light,  that 
confolation,  that  energy  to  good,  that  hope  and 
aifurance,  which  he  fo  dearly  purchafed  and  has 
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imparted  to  you.  Place  them  btfore  your  mind  m 
all  their  extent,  in  all  their  blifsful  effeds  and  ten** 
dencies.  Deeply  confider  what  ye  would  have  been 
without  the  help  of  this  mighty  deliverer,  and  what 
by  him  ye  are  and  may  yet  hope  to  become.  Bring 
hither  to  him  at  his  table  your  common  iacrifice  of 
thanks  and  praife,  which  is  fo  juflly  his  due.  Ex- 
tol and  magnify  the  love,  the  grace,  the  mercy, 
which  God  through  him  has  revealed  to  fmful  mam 
Render  thanks  to  the  father  and  to  his  fon  Jefus, 
for  all  the  inftances  of  his  condefceniion  and  love^ 
of  which  ye  are  here  reminded  and  of  which  ye  are 
here  aiTured.  Honour  your  exaked  lord,  who  has 
done  and  fuifered  fo  much  for  you,  and  now  lives 
and  reigns  for  your  eternal  welfare,  honour  him 
with  holy  joy  and  in  the  aflfurance  of  faith.  Receive 
the  fymbols  of  his  love  with  cheerfiil,  grateful 
hearts^  Praife  him  for  his  magnanimous  fufferings, 
for  his  faving  death.  Make  yourfelves  continually 
better  acquainted  with  his  divine  confolatory  doc- 
trine and  endeavour  more  and  more  to  experience 
its  vital  efBcacy  in  your  breads.  Imprefs  the  image 
of  his  ever  adive  and  unwearied  philanthropy,  his 
beneficent  and  ufeful  life,  the  image  of  ail  his  vir- 
tues deeply  in  your  hearts,  never  lofe  it  entirely 
from  your  view,  and  be  diligent  to  dignify  your 
temper  and  conduft  by  forming  them  more  accu- 
rately from  day  to  day  upon  the  model  of  his,  and 
thus  to  acquire  a  growing  refemblance  to  that  illuf- 
trious  exemplar  of  all  human  perfeflion.     Here 

renew 


A  COMMEMORATION  OF  JESUS.  493 

renew  to-  him  your  oath  of  allegiance,  as  to  your 
highly  exalted  lord  and  king,  and  let  your  prompt, 
unbounded,  {iedfaSk  obedience  to  all  his  commands, 
teftify  how  iincexiely  you  are  devoted  to  him.  Thus 
will  ye  folenmize  his  memorial  with  imderftanding 
and  fentiment,  and  find  in  it  incitement  and  force  to 
virtue,  tranquillity  and  comfort  in  life  and  in  death. 
Amen. 

Communion^ 


*=■ 


SERMON    LXL 

The  Celebration  of  the  Memory  of  Jefus  in  the' Holy 
Supper  J  a  Matter  of  vaji  Importance. 


f^  OD,  we  are  met  together  in  thy  houfe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refrefhing  our  remembrance  of  thy 
love  and  the  love  of  thy  fon  by  meditation  and  by 
the  participation  of  the  holy  fupper,  and  for  pub- 
Kcly  and  unitedly  paying  thee  the  jufl:  tribute  of 
bur  thanks.  How  important,  how  holy,  how 
foothing  to  us  (hould  this  memorial  be!  How 
aftonifhing  the  proofs  of  thy  condefcenfion  and 
grace  of  which  it  reminds  us,  how  great  the  hope 
and  affuraijice  both  for  the  prefent  and  for  the 
future  which  it  affords  us !  O  God,  what  great 
things  haft  thou  not  done  for  us,  for  us  guilty 
linners !  For  our  fakes  thou  fparedft  not  thy  only 
begotten  fon,  but  gaveft  him  up  for  us.  Thou 
fenteft  him  from  heaven  to  us,  to  give  us  light,  con- 
folation,  energy  to  good,  to  level  for  us  the  paths 
of  virtue  and  happinefe,  to  affure  us  of  thy  gracious 
difpofitions  towards  us,  and  to  reclaim  us  to  thee 
and  to  the  nioft  bleffed  communion  with  thee. 

Thou 
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Thou  caufedft  him  to  die  for  us,  that  we  might  live 
and  be  eternally  happy.    And  now  thou  wilt  be  our 
father,  acknowledge  us  for  thy  children,  and  here- 
after, if  we  do  thy  will,  render  us  partakers  in  the 
glory  of  thy  fon,  our  faviour  and  lord  now  exalted 
over  all.    How  great  the  joy,  the  gratitude,  the 
refentment  of  love  to  thee,  our  infinite  benefactor, 
how  great'  the  zeal  to  obey  thy  commandments, 
with  which  the  memorial  of  thefe  marvels  of  thy 
condefcenfion^and  grace  ihould  infpire  us !  Oh  that 
we  were  never  unmindful  of  them,  that  we  never 
contemplated  them  with  indifferent  and  infenfible 
hearts^  oh  that  we  might  even  now  ponder  them 
with  a  ferioufnefs  confiftent  with  our  duty  and  our 
lalvation !    Blefs  then  in  this  view  the  meditations  in 
which  we  are  about  to  engage.    Empower  them  to 
enlighten  our  minds,  and  communicate  to  us  juft 
conceptions  of  what  we  have  here  to  do,  that  we 
may  difcharge  our  obligations  rationally  and  agree- 
ably to  thy  holy  will,  may  worthily  partake  of  the 
communion  of  thy  fon  and  thereby  promote  our 
fanftification  and  improvement.     We  afk  it  of  thee 
in  the  name  of  that  our  faviour  and  redeemer,  who 
has  taught  us  thus  to  pray  :  Our  father,  &c. 
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I  CORINTH.  Xl.  23,  24,  25. 

The  lord  Jcfus,  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed, 
took  bread  :  and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it, 
and  faid,  Take»  eat :  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for 
you  ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the  iame 
manner  i\\fo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had  fupped  ;  faying : 
This  cup  is  the  new  tc (lament  in  my  blood :  this  do  ye,  as 
oft  as  yc  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  mc« 

CIMPIJCITY,  or  fimplenefs,  is  juftly  held  to  be 
^  a  fure  fign  of  truth,  my  pious  hearers.  If  a 
propofition  refults  either  immediately  from  the  firft 
principles  of  all  rational  thought,  or  from  what  I 
am  taught  by  fenfacion  and  probability :  if  I  have 
no  need  of  any  other  or  however  of  any  far  fetched 
ai'gumcnt  for  its  explication  or  its  demonftration, 
and  if  it  be  comprehenfible  and  luminous  to  every 
man  of  found  reafon :  I  run  Icfs  hazard  of  errmg 
in  regard  to  that  propofition,  than  if  I  cannot  deduce 
it  except  by  a  long  feries  of  concatenated  refults,  or 
cannot  apprehend  it  without  an  extraordinary  ap- 
plication of  mind.  What  may  be  afErmed  concern* 
ing  truth  in  general,  my  dear  friends,  is  of  force 
likewife  particularly  in  reference  to  the  dodlrines  of 
religion  and  chriftianity  fo  much  the  rather,  as  they 
are  defigned  not  fo  much  to  exercife  the  refleftion 
and  ingenuity  of  the  learned,  as  to  the  inftrudlion, 
the  pacification  and  improvement  of  all  clafles  an(i 
conditions  of  mankind.  The  more  (imple  and 
comprehenfible  therefore  any  doQrine  of  religion 

and 
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and  chridianlty  is,  the  more  it  harmonizes  with 
what  we  are  taught  by  found  fenfe  and  daily  ex- 
perience, the  mure  certainly  may  we  be  allured  of 
its  veracity*  This  is  the  cafe,  with  the  dodrine 
concerning  the  holy  fupper,  which  to  day  is  to 
employ  our  attention.  When  we  hear  Jefus  at  die 
inftitution  of  it  exprcfsly  and  repeatedly  fay :  Do 
this  in  remembrance  of  me ;  if  with  unprejudiced 
minds  we  matur.ny  weigh  what  he  and  his  apollles 
tell  us  on  this  head,  and  at  the  fame  time  pay  more 
refpecl  to  what  we  gather  from  found  Icufe  and  ^he 
rules  of  probability,  than  to  what  fome  6f  the 
learned  have  faid  upon  the  fubjeCt :  we  (hall  clearly 
perceive,  that  here  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  religious 
rile  intended  to  preferve  and  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  Jefus  and  his  death  amongft  his  confeffors.  The 
more  natural  and  fimple  tliis  idea  of  the  holy  fup- 
per is,  the  'more  furely  fhould  we  have  adhered  to 
it  had  not  the  tade  for  what  is  natural  and  fimple 
in  religion  been  too.foon  loft.  To  this  want  of 
tafte  for  reverend  fimplicity,  and  the  preference  on 
the  other,  hand  given  to  the  artificial,  the  difficult, 
<he  incompi'ehenfibie,  we  are  to  impute  the  feveral 
falfe  or  obfcure  and  impi^rfcck  notions,  which  have 
been  formed  on  this  fubjeft.  Perhaps  we  ourfelvcsf 
my  friends,  may  not  bb  entirely  frefe  froin  thefe 
erroneous  conceptions.  Perhaps  fome  may  ftill 
have  but  extremely  confufed  ideas  concerning  the 
holy  fupper.  Perhaps  fome  of  us  may  regard  it  as 
fomething  myfterious,  or  look  in.  it  for  objects 
.  ■  VOL.  II.  K  K  which 
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%rhich  it  does  not  contain^  and  thus  fail  of  percd'^-' 
ing  the  important  defiga  of  it.  Perhaps  fome  may 
be  now  faying  to  thedifdves  :•  If  the  facred  fuppar' 
be  only  an  embbem  of  the  crucified  body  and  the , 
.eflfufion  of  the  blood  of  Jeftis^  if  it  be  only  a  repaft 
commemorative  of  his  death,  what  is  the  peculiar 
purport  of  its  inflitution  ?  What  views  could  our 
faviour  have  had  in  it,  which  might  not  have  been 
as  well  attained  without  it  I  May  net  his  memory 
be  as  well  preferved  and  renewed  without  this  fo* 
lemnity  as  by  it  ?  May  I  not  daily,  may  I  not  as 
often  as  I  pleafe^  turn  my  thoughts  on  him,  on  hia 
do&rine,  on  his  fufferings  |ind  deadly  and  thereby 
confirm  myfelf  in  faith,  in  righteouinefs  and  vck 
hope  ?  To  repel  tliefe  obje^ons,.  and  in  fo  doing; 
to  fettle  your  judgment  and  to  vender  your  devotioa 
the  more  rational  and  enlightened  and  of  courfe 
the  more  efficacious  and  permanent,  is  the  main 
defign  of  my  prelent  difcoar£e»  I  fhaU  to  that  end 
in^the  firfl  place  fhew  you,  ^at  the  holy  fupper  was 
(uid  ftiil  is  the  beft  and  fureft  means,  of  prefer ving 
the  memory  of  lefus,  of  his  death  and  Us  refurrec- 
don  among  mankind  ^  and  then  to  our  more  im« 
tiiediate  edification  difpbty  Uie  importance  of  thi» 
Remembrance,  or  point  out  how  vaft  the  confequence 
th^it  it  be  preferved  amongft  mankind; 

A  few  brief  remarks  will  make  k  plainly  ap« 
parent,  that  the  inflitution  of  the  holy  fupper^ 
and  t^e  continued  ufe  of  it,  was  and  ftill  is  the- 
beft  and  fureft  means  of  preferring  the  memor/ 

of 
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bf  Jefus,  of  his  death  and  his  refurre&ion  amongit 
mankind. 

Firfl:  remark  t  At  the  time  when  Chrift  inftituted 
the  holy  fupper,  and  long  afterwards^  the  means  of 
preferving  and  perpetuating  the  memory  of  any 
event  without  the  aid  of  public  folemnities  and 
ceremonies^  were  neither  fo  general,  nor  fo  various 
and  fure,  as»they  now  are,  and  yet  it  was  abfolutely 
nece&ry  for  our  faviour  to  make  fuch  provifion  for 
his  contemporaries  and  their  immediate  defcendants» 
At  that  time,  my  friends,  but  few  people  could 
derive  their  knowledge  from  books,  and  the  oppor* 
tunities  of  public  or  private  in(tru£Uon  in  the  doc« 
trines  of  religion  and  chriftianity,  wefe  comparatively 
rare.  We  have  now  the  gofpels  and  the  epiftles  of 
the  apofUes  in  our  hands :  we  can  all  inform  our«» 
felves  from  them  concerning  the  hiftory  of  Jefus : 
we  have  very  many  other  writings,  from  which  we 
may  learn  it :  we  are  very  frequently  and  exprefsly 
and  in  various  methods  reminded  of  thefe  matters 
in  the  fchools  and  in  the  church »  Thefe  feveral 
advantages,  which  we  now  poflefs,  were  either 
entirely  or  partly  unknown  in  the  early  ages  of 
chriftianity.  TJtie  retding  of  books  was  confined 
folely  to  the  learned.  The  writings  of  the  evange* 
lifts  and  the  apoftles  were  not  till  afterwards  gra«> 
dually  compofed  and  ftill  later  brought  into  a  col- 
le&ion,  aQd  even  when  they  were  more  generally 
known,  they  Were  very  far  from  being  in  the  hands 
of  all  or  even  the  generality  of  chriftians.     But  all 
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chrillians  kept  the  holy  fupper,  and  kept  it  frc«» 
quently,  and  were  therefore  reminded  by  this^  fo* 
lemnity  of  the  moft  important  events,  on  which  the 
chriftian  reh'gion  was  founded.  Thus  might  and  did 
this  faCred  rite  fupply  the  want  of  other  modes  of 
ihftruftion  in  upholding  among  them  a  lively  re* 
membrance  of  a  tranfa&ion,  which  would  otherwife 
perhaps  have  fallen  into  oblivion.     We  need  not 
therefore  hefitate  to  affirm,  that  the  holy  fupper  in 
this  refpe£t  in  our  times  and  to  many  of  our  modem 
chriftians  is  not  fo  highly  neceffaiy,  as  it  was  in  the 
early  ages  aiyi  to  the  primitive  chriftians.    But  woe 
to  him,  who  fliould  fo  fax'  abufe  this  truth,  as  to  re-* 
jefi:  this  religious  aft  as  unneceffary,  and  carelefsly 
abfent  himfelf  from  it !     For,  befidee  that  it  is  im* 
poflible  for  him  juftly  to  lay  claim  to  the  appellation 
of  a  chriftian,  who  does  not  heartily  revere  and  love 
Jefus,  who  does  not  readily  manifeft  his  fentiments 
towards  him  on  all  proper  occafions,  and  who  doe^ 
not  make  it  his  delight  to  folemnize  the  memorial  of 
his  deliverer  and  benefador  in  the  fociety  of  his 
brethren,  thi^  rite  is  moreover  (till  in  refpeS  to  us  an 
\excellent  mfeans  of  inciting  us  no  the  celebration  of 
this  memorial,  to  facilitate  it  and  to  render  it  profit- 
able to  us* 

We  are  namely,  and  this  is  my  fecond  remark,  we 
are  all,  whether  learned  or  unlearned,  more  animal  • 
than  rational  creatures.  Senfible  objefts  more  forci- 
bly afFect  us  in  general  and  make  deeper  impreflions 
on  us,  than  fnnple  ideas  of  the  mind.     We  fhould 

not 
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not  therefore  difdain  the  affiftance  which  rites  and 
ceremonies  may  aflford  as  ftiraulants  to  devotion 
and  to  the  difcharge  of  our  duties ;  becaufe  though 
we  may  not  be  in  abfolute  want  of  them,  yet  to  the 
generality  of  mankind  thefe  auxiliaries  are  doubtlefs 
highly  ne<:effary.  The  foreign  impreffions,  made 
upon  our  fenfes  by  external  objeSs,  are  unqueftion- 
ably  one  of  the  principal  obftruftions  to  attentive 
and  continued  refleSion  on  invifible,  abfent,  fpiritual 
objefts.  If  now  at  the  veiy  time,  that  our  mind 
fliould  be  reflefting  on  certain  doftrines  of  religion, 
or  on  fome  particular  events,  whereupon  it  is 
grounded,  fuch  objects  are  prefented  to  our  fenfes, 
as  remind  us  of  ihefe  dodrines  or  events,  as  fliew 
them  to  us  under  allufive  images,  or  have  fomething 
analogous  to  them,  it  mud  of  neceifity  facilitate  our 
reflexions.  Our  attention  is  more  intenfcly  fixed, 
>ve  are  lefs  liable  to  diftraftions,  and  our  thoughts 
may  by  the  inftru mentality  of  fuch  fenfible  repre-* 
fentations  more  eafily  become  emotions.  The  more 
fenfes  that  are  thus  moved  in  the  fame  manner  and 
in  the  fame  view,  the  ftronger  and  more  durable 
muft  the  impreffion  be,  which  the  correfpondent 
ideas  of  the  mind  make  upon  us.  This  happens 
however  in  the  holy  fupper.  Precifely  that  which 
the  ear  admits  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  of 
Jcfus  and  his  favjng  death,  that  like\vife  the  eye  fees, 
that  the  tafte  as  it  were  feels,  and  we  may  in  fome 
meafure  fay  with  the  apoflle :  that  which  we  have 
heard  with  our  eare,  w  hich  we  have  fcen  with  our 
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eyes,  wd  which  our  hands  have  handled,  that  we 
believe  and  confefs  concerning  Jefus,  the  author  of 
life  and  happinefs.  All  therefore  here  is  in  the 
faireft  harmony  together.  The  fenfes  and  the 
thoughts  are  turned  on  one  and  the  fame  fubjed, 
the  abfent  is  in  ^  manner  prefent,  and  the  unfeen 
vifible,  and  how  greatly  muft  this  conduce  to  facili- 
tate the  renewal  of  the  memory  of  Jefus,  with  how 
much  more-vivacity  muft  it  thus  operate  within  us, 
than  it  otherwife  would ! 

Add  to  this,'  thirdly,  my  friends,  that  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  memory  of  Jefus  could  not  without  the 
greateft  •langer  have  been  left  to  the  Arbitrary  choice 
of  mankind.  Were  not  particular  feafons  fippointed 
for  the  fecial  and  public  celebration  of  this  me-r 
morial,  had  it  not  been  enjoined  as  a  duty  to  all  the 
confeffors  of  Jefus  to  participate  in  this  folemnity, 
did  it  lie  abfolutely  with  thcmfelves  whether  and 
when  they  would  renew  the  remembrance  of  theiy 
lord  and  faviour  by  private  meditation,  had  they  no 
other  inducement  thereto,  than  what  they  found  in 
their  own  breafts,  how  foon  with  great  numbers 
would  the  memory  of  Jefus  and  of  what  he  had 
done  for  our  beft  interefts  have  been  totally  loft. 
How  feldom  and  how  coldly  would  it  have  been 
preferved  and  refrefhed  with  others  in  private ! 
Now  we  are  all  frequently  and  exprefsly  in  the 
name  of  our  lord  and  faviour  invited  to  it.  Now 
Vre  are  all  fummoned  to  it,  as  to  aff  a6t  of  duty 

pofitively  enjoined  us,  and  the  obfervance  whereof 
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18  profitable  to  ,us  and  agreeable  to  God.  Now  we 
may  and  ought  to  coofider  the  jcelebnttion  of  the 
memorial  of  lefus  as  an  a£k  of  reIigi(Hi.  Now  w^ 
perform  this  a£t  together  in  oommon,  poblicly>  and 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  calcubted  to  render  it  truly 
important  and  awful.  Mull  not  aU  this  howevar 
iar  more  powerfully  ftimulate  us  t9  the  renewal  of 
the  remembrance  of  iefus  snd  t]^e  doSiines  of  re^ 
iigion  that  are  connefted  with  it,  muft  it  not  excite 
us  to  more  {£rioufne£s  ^d  attention,  mu(t  it  not 
give  a  (Ironger  impulfe  to  our  devotion,  muft  it  not 
make  deeper  impreffions  on  our  heart,  than  if  the 
whole  bufmefs  depended  on  the  -ca&al,  volatile  ideas^ 
that  fhould  occafionally  arife  agt  XM^r  minds,  whicl^ 
we  might  dther  cheriih  or  not  at  our  own  difcre- 
tion,  and  were  ndt  afibcia^ed  with  any  of  that  re- 
verence, wherewith  a  reafonabie  creature,  that  has 
not  loft  aU  fafi^ility  towards  God  and  his  perfec- 
tions, performs  an  aj$  of  divine  worihip  in  purfu- 
ance  of  his  pofitive  ii^un^Hon?  Certainly,  my 
friends,  whoever  underftands  at  all  the  nature  of 
man,  whoever  knows  himfelf,  tmi  pays  attention  to 
his  feelings  and  experiences,  whoeirer  confiders  the 
jiittle  capacity  i^  moil  men  for  reflefbbix,  their  inat- 
tention and  incfifierence  to  matters  of  religion,  their 
diftrading  avocations  smd  cares,  and  their  ordinary 
condiifl,  will  not  be  able  to  deny,  that  the  holy 
fupper  is  a  very  fuitable  and  powerful  provifion,  for 
preferving  and  perpetuating  the  memory  of  Jefus 
4ap4  his  benefits  amongft  his  confeiTors,  and  that  the 
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inftitution  of  this  folemp  rite  and  the  obligation  to 
the  obfervance  of  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  greateft 
wifdom  and  benignity  in  its  founder.  Therefore, 
although  the  holy  fupper  be  a  fubjed  very  eafily  to 
be  apprehended  and  underilood,  though  it  produce 
in  us  no  extraordinary  eflfecls  independent  on  our 
difpofitions,  though  in  its  proper  and  principal 
view  it  be  nothing  elfe  than  a  repaft  commemorative 
of  Jefus,  his.  fufferings,  his  death  and  his  refur- 
reftion,  it  deferves  neverthelcfs  to  be  kept  by  us 
with  the  utmofl  reverence  and  devotion. 

In  order  the  more  thoroughly  to  convince  you  of 
this  and  to  excite  you  to  it,  my  pious  hearers,  we  Ihall 
now  proceed  to  the  fecond  part  of  our  difquifition. 
Herein  we  fhall  lay  before  you  the  importance  of 
the  memorial  here  to  be  folemnized,  'or  in  other 
words  point  out,  how  highly  it  concerns  us,  that 
the  remembrance  of  Jefus,  and  particularly  his  death 
and  his  rcfurreftion,  fliould  be  preferved  and  perpe- 
tuated among  mankind.  A  matter  of  confideration, 
jny  friends,  that  has  an  immediate  tendency,  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  thofe  fcntiments,  and  to  put  us  in  that 
frame  of  mind,  which  befl:  accord  with  the  worthy 
performance  of  this  folemnity.  Redouble  therefore 
your  attention,  and  endeavour  to  experience  the 
force  of  my  arguments  by  what  ye  yourfclvcs  fliall 
feel  in  vour  own  bofoms. 

If  the  chridian  religion  in  general  be  a  mo- 
mentous concern,  my  pious  hearers,  and  who  will 
pretend  to  deny  it,  that  in  any   degree  perceives, 

how 
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how  much  it  has  contributed  to  the  illumination,  to 
the  improvement,  to  the  tranquillity  and  to  the  hap^ 
pinel's  oF  our  fpecies,  how  much  it  is  flill  always 
contributing  thereto,  and  how  much  more  it  might 
contribute,  did  we  more  rightly  underftand,  more 
firmly  belieye  its  doftrines,  and  more  carefully  regu-^ 
kte  our  lives  by  its  precepts  —  if  then  the  chnftian 
religion  in  general  be  important,  if  it  be  of  great  con- 
fequencc  to  underftand  it,  to  be  convinced  of  its  di- 
vine origin  and  to  obey  its  laws  ;  then' whatever  has 
a  tendency  to  preferve  and  refrelh  the  memory  of 
Jelus  and  the  events  that  befell  him,  muft  be  of  no 
vulgar  importance.  The  truth  and  the  authority  of 
the  Lhnitmn  religion  reft  principally  on  events,  and 
particularly  on  events  wherein  Jefus,  its  founder  and 
originai  promulgator,  was  concerned.  That  Jefus, 
in  all  his  difcourfes  an^i  adions  difplayed  fo  blame** 
lefs,  tranfcendent  a  character,  fo  far  fuperior  to  the 
tone  of  thought  and  opinion  that  prevailed  among  his 
contemporaries  and  above  what  his  education  could 
lead  to  expeft ;  that  amidft  an  extremely  corrupt 
people,  he  led  fo  innocent,  holy,  beneficent,  ufeful  a 
life,  not  only  without  all  encouragement,  but  even 
'  under  the  moft  deterring  circumftances,  that  in  a 
way  the  moft  diftant  from  all  oftentation,  with  the 
nobleft  fimplicity  and  in  the  pureft  defigns  he  per- 
formed fo  many  extraordinary  works  ;  that  without 
better  inftruftion  and  in  a  mean  condition  of  life,  he 
remained  firee  from  the  errors  and  prejudices  which 
vere  fo  uyiiverfally  prevalent  throughout  the  jewiih 

nation* 
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nation,  infeding  the  great  and  the  fmall^  the  leanw 
ed  and  the  unlearned,  and  taught  mankind  true 
"mfdom,  godlinefs,  and  virtue ;  that  finally  in  coor 
firmation  of  his,  doctrine,  as  a  proof  of  his  difin^ 
tereflednefe  and  magnanimity,  to  the  fruftration  of 
ttie  falfe  terreftrial  expedadong  which  his  adherents 
had  built  aipon  him,  and  to  the  promotion  of  other 
important  aims,  he  indured  the  moil  painful  fuffer^ 
ings  and  the  mod  ignominious  death,  with  wonderw 
ful  conftanqr  ^nd  heroifm,  equally  remote  from 
weaknefs  and  vain-glory,  and  that  God  to  the  manir 
feflation  of  his  fiipreme  complacency  in  what  he 
Caught  and  did,  raifed  l^m  from  the  dead  and  exaltr 
ed  him  to  a  pitch  of  power  and  glory  proportionate 
to  his  merits :  are  the  arguments,  whereupon  the 
truth  and  the  divine  authority  of  the  chriftian  doc* 
trine  reft.   From  thefe  arguments  we  conclude,  that 
Jefus  was  the  fon  ai^d  ambaflador  of  God»  that  he 
authentically  made  known  to  us  the  purpofes  of  the 
eternal  father,  tliat  his  dodrines  merit  our  entire  a£- 
fent,  his  promifes  our  perfe&  confidence,  his  pre- 
cepts our  moft  gladfome  obedience,  his  example 
our  clofeft  imitation.  Are  thefe  arguments  however 
the  bafis  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  is  the  chriftian 
religion  in  general  of  fuch  vaft  importance ;  of  how 
ferious  concernment  then  muft  it  be,  that  we  fre- 
quently and  in  various  ways,  that  we  fhould  even  by 
folemn  rites,  that  have  been  obferved  by  all  chrif- 
tians  in  all  ages  and  in  all  places,  be  reminded  of 
them,  and  how  momentous  therefore  ni^ft  everything 

he. 
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be,  that  has  a  tendency  to  preferve  and  renew  the 
memorials  of  Jefus  and  his  remarkable  deftinies ! 

However,  we  ipay  form  ftiV  clearer  conceptions 
of  the  importancesff  thefe  memorials,  by  fomewhat 
inore  circumftandally  confidering,  how  coofoling  am} 
profitable  they  are  and  may  be  to  us. 

Nothing  can  be  more  confoling  to  the  chriftian, 
than  the  memorial  of  Jefus,  and  of  all  that  he  did 
and  that  befell  him.  It  reminds  him  of  whatever  k 
able  to  pacify  and  flrengthen  him,  of  whatever  can 
impart  to  him  courage  and  confidence  in  life  and  ixi 
death.  Or  is  it  not  confoling,  to  recoUetE^  a  teacher 
who  revealed  to  us  the  deity  a$  the  tenderefl  and 
mofl:  affe^onate  parent,  who  relieved  us  from  all 
fervile  dread  of  this  mofl  exalted  being,  and  raifec} 
us  to  the  dignity  of  his  children,  who  proclaime4 
to  us  pardon  and  forgivenefs  of  fins  in  his  name, 
and  promifed  us  on  his  behalf  patience  and  for- 
bearance with  our  weaknefTes  and  failings,  power 
and  afTiftance  to  good,  fupport  in  tribulations,  help 
in  time  of  need,  conceflion  to  our  prayers,  and  the 
mofl  glorious  rewards  after  this  life  is  ended,  who 
told  us  fo  plainly  and  authentically,  what  we  are 
intended  to  be  and  what  to  become,  how  we  are  at 
prefent  to  behave  and  what  we  have  hereafter  to 
hope  or  to  fear  ?  Is  it  not  confoling,  to  think  upou 
a  faviour  and  deliverer,  who  not  only  in  his  life- 
time everywhere  went  about  doing  good,  but  even 
alfo  laid  down  his  life  as  a  ranfom  for  us ;  upon  ^ 
iaviour,  whom  the  gofpel,  for  the  pacification  of  our 

confciences 


50S       1MP0RTAKC£  <^  CELEBRATING  TMB 

coQfciences  and  for  the  excitement  of  a  firm  reliance 
upon  God,  reprefents  as  the  interceffor,  the  media- 
tor, who  qualifies  us  for  partaking  in  the  grace  and 
condefcenfion  of  the  Highed  a^  hifi  complacency, 
and  filling  up  as  it  were  the  immenfe  interval  that 
is  between  him  and  us ;  upon,  a  faviour,  whofe  death 
we  may  confidef  as.  a  facrifice,  that  is  far  more 
;ivailiBg  in  the  fight  of  our  fupreme  lawgiver  and 
judge,  and  certifies  us  far  more  indubitably  of  his 
gracious  difpofitions  towards  us  aijd  of  his  readincfs 
pn  repentance  and  amenlment  to  forgive  us  our 
fins,  than  all  thofo  facrificcs  however  coolly  could 
-do,  which  mankind  had  adopted  as  expedients  for 
atoning  the  wrath  and  propitiating  the  favour  of 
the  offended  deity  3  a  faviour  that  may  be  confidered 
as  an  intervening  perfon,  the  patron  and  interceffor 
of  the  human  race,  who  flept  in  and  flaid  the  aveng- 
ing arm  with  the  words  of  mercy  :  Behold  1  cpme 
to  do  thy  will,  o  God  !  Is  it  not  confoling,  to  think 
upon  a  deliverer  and  redeemer,  who  finifhed  his 
great  work,  who  triumphed  over  dc;^th  and  the 
grave,  and  tijereby  delivered  us  from  all  the  terrors 
of  diiTolution  and  corruption,  and  has  given  us  a 
well-grounded  hope  of  a  bleffcd  immortality,  and 
who  now  in  the  name  of  his  heavenly  father  reigns 
over  us,  provides  for  us,  governs  us,  and  who  here- 
after will  as  it  were  divide  the  power  and  glory,  to 
which  he  is  exalted  wiih  thofe  who  model  theml'elves 
upon  his  temper  and  faithfully  follow  his  fleps. 
Wh^t  grounds  of  confolation  and  peace,  ir.y  chrif- 
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tian  friefnds!  Certainly;  if  1  know  God  as  my 
creator  and  father ;  if  I  be  acquainted  with  his  defigns 
upon  me,  and  in  what  relations  I  ftand  to  him  f  if 
I  know  and  revere  his  wife  and  gracious  providence, 
which  deigns  to  provide  for  the  leafl  as  well  as  for 
the  greateft,  and  which  has  given  fuch  teftimonies 
to  man,  mean  though  -he  be  abftraftedly  confidered, 
of  condefcenfion  and  pity  ^  if  I  be  affured,  that  on 
eafy  and  equitable  terms  1  may  efcape  the  punifli- 
ment  due  to  my  fins  and  participate  in  the  favour 
of  God  ;  if  under  a  fenfe  of  my  frailty  I  may  rely 
upon  a  divine  afliftance,  if  I  need  not  waiKier  for- 
lorn with  the  horrors  of  annihilation  before  me, 
but  may  promife  myfelf  that  the  year  of  the  re- 
deemed (hall  come,  that  the  everlafting  morning 
ihall  dawn,  that  the  voice  of  the  fon  of  God  (hall 
pierce  the  caverns  of  the  tomb,  (hall  be  heard  over 
the  dominions  cf  the  dead,  fhall  reanimate  the  afhes 
of  all  that  ever  lived  upon  the  earth,  and  raife  a 
glorious  and  immortal  army  from  the  bofom  of  cor- 
ruption, that  I  fhall  live  through  eternal  ages  and 
enjoy  extreme  felicity  in  a  future  ftate ;  and  may 
believe  and  exped  all  this,  as  indubitably  as  that 
Jefus  died  and  rofe  again,  then  I  can  never  except 
by  my  own  guilty  condud  be  deficient  in  grounds 
of  tranquillity  and  comfort,  then  may  I  cheerfully 
run  my  race,  joyful  in  profperity,  hopeful  in  adver- 
fity,  fatisfied  with  life  and  uiidifmayed  behold  the 
approaches  of  death.  How  momentous,  how  dear 
to  me  then  (hculd  in  this.refped  be  the  memory  of 
'^  Jefus 
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JeTus  and  particularly  of  his  death  and  ius  refurtec* 
tion»  but  for  whigh  all  thefe  fqpport^  of  confolatioii 
9n4  hope  would  haVe  bam  akogethet  unknown  to 
xne  or  extiiemelj  tottering  and  infecure  1 

Confolatory  as  is  the  memorial  of  Jefus  and  ol 
what  he  did  and  what  befell  liini)  to  the  chriiUaa^ 
W  le(s  profitable  and  falutary  may  it  alfo  be  to  him* 
It  may  contribute  in  no  common  degree  to  hiii 
iniproveQitiit  and  fan£lification«  It  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  commimicate  new  life  to  his  virtuoui 
and  manly  Tentiments,  greater  firmneis  and  a^vity 
to  his  good  determinations.  It  muft  n^eflarily 
inflame  his  2eal  in  obedienof  to  God  and  bang 
tafeful  to  his  brethren)  and  in  all  the  difficulties  be 
meets  with  on  the  path  of  duty  infpire  him  with 
courage  and  joy.  And  in  fed,  my  friends^  when  I 
follow  Jefus  in  his  innocent^  holy,  beneficent  life  } 
when  I  behold  him  fo  pertinadouily  and  indefiuiga^  ^ 
bly  labouring  at  the  welfare  of  ungrateful  and  ob- 
(tinate  men,  when  I  fee  him  in  that  generous  defiga 
iacrificing  fleep,  repofe^  the  gratifications  of  fenfe^ 
convenience  and  honour,  nay  even  his  life ;  ho^ 
fenfibly  mud  I  be  aflfef^  at  the  excellence  and  the 
dignity  of  fuch  a  character  and  fuch  a  condud^ 
Yrhat  a  value,  what  charms  muft  innocence,  landityi 
beneficence,  zeal  for  the  general  intereft  acquire  in 
my  eyes,  how  deeply  muft  I  be  impreifed  with  fliama 
at  my  own  indolence  and  negligence  in  good,  how 
forcibly  muft  I  be  impelled,  to  z6t  more  confiftently 
with  my  vocation,  to  make  a  better  application  of 

my 
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my  capacities  and  powers,  and  henceforward,  eved 
tinder  the  ingratitude  of  the  world,  to  do  as  much 
good,  as  in  my  drcumftances  a£td  (iti^tion  I  am ' 
^le  to  do !    Wbeii  I  behold  Jefui,  ray  leader  and 
fprerunner  on  the  path  of  virtti^  and  happinefs^* 
looking  (tedfaftly  to  God,  his  heavenly  father,  al-^ 
ways  obedi^tly  and  fubmiflively  adoring  the  ap^ 
pointments  of  him  who  had  fent  him  into  the  world 
and  honouring  him'  with  trufl:  and  confidence  even 
in  the  fevereil  trials  that  come  upon  him ;  when  I 
fee  him  bear  the  mod  heavy,  the  moft  unmerited 
fufferings  with  calmnefs  and  refignation  of  mind^ 
not  regarding  the  moft  injurious  infults,  requiting 
his  malicioQs  adverJaries  and  perfecutors  wtA  gen- 
tlenefs  and  bleilings,  marching  forth  with  §rfnHe& 
and  intrepidity  to  an  ignomiaioo»,  tormenting  death : 
oh  then  ftirely  mud  every  inordinate  luft  and  paf* 
fion,  that  dill  may  harbour  in  my  bread,  be  mute, 
then  mttft  all  difcontented  complaints  of  the  divine 
difpenfations   be  dumb,  then  impatience,   warath^ 
katred  and  revenge  appear  to  me  in  their  mod 
Ikideous  forms,   then  my  heart  becomes  foftened 
even  like  melting  wax  to  gentlenefs,  to  fi^rbearance, 
to  reconcilement,  to  the  love  of  my  lettered  foe, 
tfien  feel  I  fufficient  force  within,  to  fhew  my  bro- 
ther who  has  trefpafled  againd  me  aJH  poflible  indul- 
gence and  to  forgive  him  until  feventy  times'  {even 
his  offences  >  yes,  then  I  feel  with  imwonted  fer-* 
vour,  that  my  honour  and  my  profperity  reft  oa 
way  obedience  to  God^  my  reGgmtion  to  Iij^  difpo* 
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fkls,  on  placing  my  confidence  in  him  and  allowing 
no  obftacles,  no  difficulties  to  deter  me  from  run*-' 
ning  the  race  which  he  has  fet  before  me,  or  to 
grow  weary  on  my  courfe*     And  afterwards  when 
I  behold  Jefus  rife  triumphantly  from  the  grave^ 
when  I  fee  hisfufferings  and  ignominy  changed  into 
exultation  and  honour,  when  I  perceive  his  obe* 
dience  and   his   fidelity  crowned  with  the  richeft 
glories  of  heaven ;  when  I  contemplate  him,  who 
upon  earth  fubmitted  to  the  lowed  ftep  of  abafe* 
ment,  and  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  now 
in  heaven  exalted  to  the  highcft  pinacle  of  honour^ 
and  appearing  in  the  form  of  God ;  him,  who  in  bis 
ftate  of  humiliation  was  poor  and  had  not  where  to 
lay  his  head,  now  the  lord  of  nature  and  inheriting, 
the  treafures  of  heaven  and  of  earth ;  him  who  bore 
upon  his  crofs  the  mock  title  of  king  of  the  jews, 
now  in  very  deed  the  king  of  kings  and  lord  of 
lords;   him  whofe  blelfed  head  was  pierced  and 
wounded  by  the  crown  of  thorns^  now  for  ever  en- 
circled with  a  crown  ■  of  glory  ;    when  I  view  this* 
benefaftor  of  mankind,  now  wielding  the  fceptre  of 
the  univerfe,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  majefty  on 
high,  as  the  lord  and  king  of  men,  in  that  hand 
which  I  faw  formerly  holding  a  ridiculous  feed:* 
what  courage,  what  force  muft  it  imp:nt  to  me  for 
perfeverance  in  righteoufnefs !     How  deep  the  im- 
preffion  it  muft  make  upon  me,  when  I  hear  Jefus 
as  it  were  calling  to  me :  Thus  does  the  Almip;hty 
deliver  them  from  death  who  hope  in  him :  thus  he 
.  t*i  rewards 
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rewards  his  fincere  worfliippers  for  their  fidelity  in 
his  fervice,  and  their  perfeverance  in  welKdoing : 
thus  he  indemnifies  them  for  the  privations  they 
fuSer  for  righteoufnefs  fak^  :  thus  well  pleafing  to 
him  is  a  virtuous  and  ufeful  life :  this  is  the  way 
whereby  we  become  partakers  of  his  pre-eminent 
favour,  the  way  that  conduds  to  the  higheft  pinacle 
of  honour  and  happinefs.  And  (hall  I  not  tread 
•  that  way  with  joy,  however  difficult  and  arduous  it 
may  feem,  and  perfevere  in  it  even  unto  the  end  I 
What  can  fupply  me  with  motive  and  ability  to 
duty  and  to  virtue,  if  fuch  confiderations  are  unable 
to  do  fo  ?  How  can  I  at  the  fame  time  meditate  on 
what  God  has  done  for  us  by  the  mifiion  of  his 
fon  into  the  world  and  by  giving  him  up  to  death, 
how  can  I  ponder  the  magnitude  of  that  condefcen- 
fion  and  love,  which  he  has  thus  revealed  to  us, 
unworthy  as  we  are,  without  feeling  myfelf  pervaded 
with  fympathetic  love  and  everlafting  gratitude  to 
this  infinite  benefaftor,  without  exclaiming  with  the 
apoftle :  We  love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us, 
.  loved  us  with  unfpeakable  affection !  How  can  I 
attentively  confider  the  extraordinary  occurrences, 
whereby  God  corroborated  the  doflrine  of  his  fon, 
whereby  he  confirmed  hiis  divine  fniiflion  and  de- 
clared him  to  be  the  lord  and  judge  of  the  world, 
without  renewing  my  refolutions  to  obey  his  com- 
mands and  to  comply  with  whatever  has  a  tendency 
to  affure  me  of  the  approbation  and  the  favour  of 
this  highly  exalted  mafter  and  judge !  Mull  not 
VOL,  II.  L  L  however 
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however  this  advance  my  improvement  and  fandjii- 
cation  ?  And  (hall  not  the  memorial  of  Jefus,  fhail 
not  all  that  is  calculated  to  preferve  and  renew  it 
with  myfelf  and  others^  be  of  tranfcendent  import- 
ance to  me  ? 

This  being  the  cafe,  my  pious  hearers,  you  can- 
not fail  of  perceiving,  that  the  inftitution  of  the  holy 
fupper  is  an  extremely  wife  and  falutary  ordinance^ 
and  that  we  have  no  need  to  look  for  any  myfterious 
and  incomprehenfible  matters  in  this  religious  rite, 
to  afcribe  to  it  efficacies  and  effe£b  which  it  doee  not 
poflefs,  in  order  to  (timulate  us  to  a  truly  devout 
obfervance  of  it.     No,  in  the  original  fimplicity  and 
perfpicuity  of  its  fignification  it  deferves  to  be  kept 
with  the  profoundeft  reverence,  with  the  utmoft 
fenfibility  as  a  powerful  means  of  cherifhing  the 
memory  of  Jefus  amongft  us  and  thereby  of  promot- 
ing our  comfort  and  our  fan&ification.      Let  us 
therefore  now  thus  keep  this  folemn  ordinance,  my 
dear  hearers.     The  memorial  of  Jefus,  and  of  what 
he  has  done  and  fuffered  for  our  benefit,  (hall  now 
take  the  entire  poffeflion  of  our  minds.     We  will 
follow  him  in  his  life  and  in  his  fufferings,  we  will 
trace  all  his  fteps  from  Bethlehem  to  Calvary,  re- 
mind ourfelves  of  his  dodtrine,  of  his  promifes,  of 
his  example  and  of  the  intimate  and  facred  relations 
in  which  we  ftand  to  him  at  prefent  as  his  difciples 
and  followers,  as  his  redeemed,  and  in  which  we 
fhall  hereafter  be  placed  as  partakers  in  his  glory. 
Yes,  to  him,  that  deareft  deliverer  and  faviour,  we 
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are  beholden  for  all  that  can  pacify,  confole  and 
rejoice  us.  Through  him  we  are  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  .God  and  his  will:  through  him  we 
have  difcovered  the  road  that  leads  to  perfeftion  and 
happinefs:  through  him  we  are  certified  of  the 
grace  of  our  offended  fovereign  and  judge :  in  him 
and  for  his  fake  we  may  affuredly  promife  outfelves 
the  forgivenefs  of  our  fins,  the  refurreftion  from 
the  dead  and  IHe  everlafting.  lie  has  dearly  eamt 
for  us  thele  privileges  and  felicities  by  fo  vaft  & 
facrifice ;  he  has  purchafed  them  for  us  by  his  blood; 
This  will  we  never  forget,  for  this  will  we  now 
thank  him  with  one  confent.  In  this  will  we  now 
rejoice  at  his  table.  For  this  will  we  publicly  praife 
him  and  his  heavenly  father  with  united  hearts.  ^ 
To  this  dear  deliverer  and  faviour  moreover  we 
unalienably  belong.  We  may  no  longer  live  to 
ourfelves,  or  follow  our  finful  lufts  and  paifions,  but 
we  mufl  regulate  our  lives  by  the  determinations  of 
him  who  died  and  rofe  again  for  us.  His  doftrine 
is  holy  and  his  life  was  the  perfeft  exprelSon  of  his 
do£trine.  Therefore  (hould  we,  who  profefs  his 
doftrine  and  call  ourfelves  his  followers,  be  holy 
even  as  he  was  holy.  We  with  him  fhould  die  unto 
fin  and  live  again  unto  righteoufnefs.  We  fhould 
like  him  by  godlinefs,  by  wifdom  and  virtue,  by 
meeknefs  and  humility,  by  beneficence,  by  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  God  and  for  the  interefls  of  our 
brethren,  diflinguifh  ourfelves  from  the  great  mafs 
•f  mankind,  and  like  him  look  rather  at  the  things 
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that  are  not  feen  than  at  the  things  that  are  feen. 
To  frame  ourfelves  upon  his  temper  and  to  make 
his  behaviour  the  model  of  ours  fhould  be  the  object 
of  our  ambition  as  it  is  our  true  honour  and  renown* 
Thereby  ought  we  to  (hew  in  very  deed,  that  real 
affedion  and  gratitude  to  him  refide  in  our  breads. 
This  will  we  henceforth  vow  to  him  in  fmcerity  of 
heart.  To  this  will  we  here  bind  ourfelves  afrefli 
before  God  and  the  world.  And  thus  fhall  the 
memorial  of  Jefus  and  his  death  be  fubfervient  to 
eur  confolation  and  improvement.  It  fhall  be  con- 
tinually finking  deeper  in  our  hearts,  accompany  us 
in  all  our  ways,  Ihield  us  againft  all  temptations  to 
iniquity,  fortify  us  \mder  every  calamity,  keep  us 
fledfaft  in  every  difficulty,  and  hereafter,  when  we 
come  to  die,  fill  us  with  hope  and  aflurance  for 
ever.  Amen. 
Communion^ 


^mmessssssssssssasasssassesssstsstssesBtssg^^ 


SERMON   LXIL 


Account  of  our  ChriJlidnUy. 


f^  OD,  eternal  fount  of  light  and  happinefs,  we 
^^^  publicly  and  unitedly  rejoice  Before  thee  in  the 
feveral  advantages,  with  which  thou  haft  favoured 
us  as  chriflians.  How  much  more  fafe  and  plealant 
is  our  path  of  life  become  by  the  dodrines  and  pro- 
mifes  of  chriftianity  !  How  much  more  eafily  and 
quickly  .may  we  advance  upon  it  to  perfeftion ! 
How  much  more  fatisfaftion  and  felicity  may  we  al- 
ready here  enjoy,  and  how  boldly  march  onward  to 
that  purer  felicity  and  joy,  which  futurity  opens  be- 
fore U8 !  And  if  all  of  us  were  chrifUans  in  deed 
and  in  truth,  if  we  were  entirely  and  conftantly  per- 
vaded and  aduated  by  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  how 
wife,  how  virtuous,  how  contented  and  happy  (hould 
we  be !  Oh  might  we  then  always  be  acquiring 
.  jufter  perceptions  of  chriftianity,  thy  choiceft  boon, 
always  making  a  worthier  ufe  of  it,  and  always  more 
completely  experiencing  its  divine  power !  Might 
paiticularly  we  who  intend  now  to  celebrate  the  me- 
mory of  its  founder,  our  lord,  in  the  holy  fupper, 
be  thoroughly  fenfible  to  the  value  of  thofe  fpecial 
advantages,  which  as  chriftians  we  pofteis,  and  be 
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ftimulated  thereby  to  adopt  truly  chriftian  fenti- 
ments  and  purfuits !  Might  we  henceforward  live 
no  longer  to  ourfelves,  no  longer  according  to  the 
impulfes  and  cravings  of  our  inferior  appetites,  but 
wholly  according  to  the  will  and  to  the  glory  of  him, 
who  fo  greatly  loved  us,  as  to  deliver  himfelf  over  to 
death  for  our  fakes !  Yes,  o  God,  may  this  be  the 
fruit  of  our  meditations  and  our  facrament  of  the 
facred  fupper.  Accompany  them  in  this  refpeft 
with  the  holy  influences  of  thy  grace  and  heavenly 
benedid:ion,  and  hearken  to  our  prayer  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  our  lord,  in  whofe  name  we  further 
call  upon  thee,  faying :  Our  father,  &c. 


OALATIANS  U.  20, 
Chrift  H^tk  in  me. 

\JU  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  y^^  ^^^^^  ^  perfeftly  chriftian  aft, 
^  ^     my  pious  hearers  ;  with  the  ordinance  of  the 

facred  fupper.     And  what  acknowledgments  do  we 

make  by  it !  What  benefits  and  felicides  do  we  glory 

in  there !     To  have  paffed  a  whole  year  in  the  pro- 

feffion  and  faith  of  the  chriftian  do£Wne,  in  the 

imitation  of  its  divine  founder,  and  in  the  enjoyment 

of  the  various  privileges  procured  to  us  by  him :  is 

not  this  a  fignal  happinefs  ?     What  a  great  value 

muft  chriftianity  confer  on  every  fliorter  or  longer 

divifion  of  our  lives !     What  light,  what  ferenity, 

whjat  fatisfadion  muft  it  difiiife  pver  every  day  of  it ! 

How 
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How  much  more  good  mud  the  chrifUan,  who  is 
one  m  deed  and  in  truth,  do  and  enjoy  in  the  fpace 
of  a  year,  tbdh  any  other  man,  who  is  not  honoured 
with  that  diftindion!  He  is  not  aihamed  of  the  pafl, 
he  is  not  alarmed  at  the  future.     The  former  is  not 
loft  to  him )  he  has  been  ftrewing  good  feed  in  it : 
and  that  promifes  him  glorious  fruits.  Calmly  as  he 
can  look  back  upon  the  pail,  with  equal  confidence 
and  joy  may  he  expert  the  future.   Yes,  a  year  of  a 
truly  chriftian  temper  and  Ufe,  a  year  in  which,  as 
6Ur  text  exprefles  it,  Chrift  lives  in  us  and  his  fpuit 
governs  us,  is  of  more  value  than  ever  fo  many  years, 
which  we  have  dreamed  out  in  vanity,  or  confumed 
in  inordinate,  bafe  lufts  and  paffions.     As  the  latter 
draw  after  them  only  forrow  and  repentance  and 
deftitution  and  mifery,  fo  the  former  has  a  no  lefs 
confiderable  than  permanent  influence  on  our  per- 
•  feftion  and  happinefs  in  all  times  and  through  the 
infinite  ages  of  eternity.     Oh  that  the  year  elapfed 
might  to  many  of  us  retain  this  worth !   Oh  that  we 
could  fafely  affirm  that  in  it  we  have  pra£tifed  really 
much  chriftian  virtue  and  enjoyed  really  much  chrif* 
tian  felicity !  With  what  emotions  of  joy  and  gratitude 
might  we  then  Qlofe  it  by  celebrating  the  memorial 
of  our  lord,  and  how  hopefully  continue  our  courfe  to 
the  goal !    Let  us  then  call  ourfelves  to  account  on 
this  head,  my  chriftian  friends.     Let  us  propofe  to 
ourfelves  the  important  queftion,  whether  we  can  {ay 
with  the  apoftle,  Chrift  liveth  in  me,  his  fpirit,  his 
mind  has  regulated  and  governed  me  through  the 
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year  now  drawing  to  its  termination,  I  have  experi- 
enced the  power  of  chriftianity  in  it  and  enjoyed  its 
advantages.  Are  we  therefore,  in  order  to  difcufs 
-thb  comprehenfive  queftion,  are  we  become  morally 
better  by  chriftianity  ?  Are  we  thereby  become 
more  ufeful  to  our  fellow-creatures  ?  Are  we  become 
more  contented  and  happy  ?  Or  have  we  even 
diftinguifhed'ourfelves  during  this  year  by  chriftian 
wifdom  and  virtue,  by  chriftian  ufefulnefs,  by  chrif« 
tian  fatisfadion  and  felicity  ? 

Wifdom  and  virtue  form  the  firft  and  principal 
feature  ia.the  character  of  «the  genuine  chriftian ;  the 
firft  and  chief  lineament  of  the  man,  in  whom  Chrift 
lives.  And  have  we  during  the  year  now  fhorcly  to 
expire  thereby  fhewn  and  diiUnguifhed  ourfcives  as 
genuine  chriftians  ?  Have  all  our  fentiments  and  de* 
terminations  given  evidence  of  chriftian  wifdom,  and 
all  our  purfuits  and  aftions  of  chriftian  virtue? 
Might  it  be  remarked  of  us  in  this  refped,  that  we 
are  difciples  and  followers  of  Jefus  ?  Ah,  my  deareft 
friends,  if  we  have  without  fcruple  taken  part  in  the 
reigning  follies  of  our  times,  if  the  manners,  the  pre- 
judices and  fafliions,  the  frivolity  and  paffion  for  dif- 
fipation  generaUy  prevailing  have  been  the  objeds  of 
our  admiration  and  purfuit,  if  we  have  chimed  in 
with  them  without  reftraint  or  referve ;  if  we  have 
thought  and  decided  upon  the  moft  ferious  fubjefts, 
concerning  God  and  religion,  concerning  our  ap- 
pointment and  our  obligations,  as  the  great  mafs  of 
mankind  are  wont  to  think  and  to  decid<f  of  them  j 

if 
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if  we  were  indifferent  towards  God  and  coldhearted 
towards  our  brethren  j  if  we  preferred  the  feen  to 
the  unfeen,  the  prefent  to  the  future,  outward  pro- 
fperity  to  the  perfedHon  of  our  fpirit,  and  propofed 
riches,  or  honour,  or  idle  amufements  and  the  plea* 
fares  of  fenfe,  or  a  foft  luxurious  life  as  the  leading 
objeds  of  our  defires  and  purfuits :  then  are  we  far 
.  diftant  from  chriftian  wifdom,  we  think  and  decide 
quite  otherwife  than  genuine  chriftians  fhould  think 
and  decide.  And  how  dare  we  pretend  to  chriftian 
virtue,  if  not  the  love  of  God  and  man,  but  cuftpm, 
or  formality  and  outward  circumftances  impell  us  to 
our  bed  a£Uons ;  if -we  have  propofed  as  our  model 
for  imitation,  not  Jefus  and  his  blamelefs  holy 
life,  but  the  men  of  the  world  and  what  among 
them  is  called  decency  and  good  manners  ?  How 
dare  we  pretend  to  chriftian  virtue,  if  we  know  not 
how  to  deny  ourfelves  anything,  to  controul  our  ap- 
petites and  affe£tions,  to  govern  our  paflions,  td  afTert 
our  m6ral  liberty,  and  in  our  determinations  inquire 
.  i  rather  concerning  what  is  eafy  or  difficult,  what  is 
agreeable  or  difagreeable  to  the  fenfual  man,  than 
what  is  right  or  wrong,  what  is  proper  or  improper, 
what  is  conformable  or  contrary  to  the  will  of  God  ? 
No,  he  who  thinks  and  lives  in  this  manner,  is  def- 
titute  of  chriftian  wifdom  and  virtue,  he  cannot  pre- 
fume  to  fay,  that  Chrift  lives  in  him.  And  would  iii 
that  cafe  the  profeffion  of  chriftianity  in  the  leaft 
uvail  us  ?  Could  we  pretend  to  rejoice  in  the  elapfed 

year 


5^«  ACCOUNT  OF  OUR  CHRISTIANITY* 

year  as  having  been  fpent  in  chriftian '  fentime9l& 
and  purfuits?  No,  if  we  would  have  competent 
reafons  for  fo  doing,  Chriit  muft  live  in  us.  .His 
fpirit,  his  temper  muft  aduate  us,  and  regulate  the 
whole  of  our  condud.  We  ihud  be  able  to  bring 
proof,  that  we  have  never  entirely  loft  fight  of  his 
example  and  his  precepts,  that  we  have  been  uni*  • 
fernily  diligent  fo  to  think,  to  determine,  to  fpeak^. 
to  z(k  as  he  in  our  place  and  in  our  circumftances* 
would  have  thought,  decided,  fpokeii,  aded.  We 
Ibould  be  able  to  give  evidence,  that  we  have  watch** 
ed  over  ourfelves,  governed  ourfelves,  refifted  and> 
conquered  temptation^  to  evil,  carefully  and  wilting* 
ly  fulfilled  our  obligations,  laboured  inceflantly  at 
CU9  moral  improvement,  brought  without  hefitation 
many  facrifices  of  outward  advantages  and  fenfual 
gratifications  to  truth  and  virtue,  and  have  remained 
true,  to  our  corrected,  more  generous  principles. 
Thrice  happy  he,  whofe  heart  bears  him  teftimony 
fif  this !  Chriftian  wifdom  and  chriftian  virtue  have 
been  his  stttendants  through  the  courfe  of  this  year. 
And  from  what  follies  and  iniquities  have  they  not 
preferved  him!  With  what  good,  godly  ai^ons 
muft  they  not  have  marked  the  days  of  it  as  they 
pafled  !  IJow  cajmly  may  be  now  look  back  on 
them,  and  how  cheerfully  continue  his  career !  He 
has  experienced  the  efficacy  of  chriftianity  to  his  im- 
provement and  may  promife  himfelf  its  powerful  in- 
fluence for  the  future.  Chrift  lives  in  him,  his  fpirit 
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ammates  him ;  how  could  his  purfuit  after  always 
purer  wifdom  and  virtue  be  ever  in  vain  ? 

Ufefiilneis  is  a  fecond  leading  feature  in  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  genuine  chriftian,  of  the  man  in  whom 
Chrift  lives.  By  ufefulnels  Jefus,  the  founder  of 
chriftianity,  as  undeniably  as  manifefUy  diftinguijQied 
himfelf  from  all  the  lages,  from  all  the  teachers  and 
lawgivers,,  from  all  the  friends  and  promoters  of 
human  happinefe,  that  lived  either  before  or  after 
him.  He  thought,  he  a£bed,  he  lived  folely  for 
others ;  to  their  fervice  he  facrificed  his  eafe,  his 
honour,  his  pleafure,  his  life  itfelf  with  the  mod 
perfeft  readinefs.  To  inftrud,  to  improve,  to 
fpothe,  to  blefs  mankind ;  to  make  the  wifeft  ar- 
rangements for  the  profperity  of  diftant  tribes  and 
fenerations,  and  to  drew  the  bed  feed  for  the  har- 
veft  of  all  future  times :  was  his  darling,  his  only  oc- 
cupation* Short  as  his  life  was  on  earth,  fo  prolific 
was  it  in  charitable,  beneficent  purfuits  and  a£Hon& 
And  are  thefe  likewife  features  of  our  charaAer,  of 
our  temper,  my  chridian  hearers  ?  Have  we  like- 
wife  didinguifhed  ourfelves  thereby  as  genuine 
chridians  dufing  the  year  now  hadening  to  its  end  ? 
Have  we  lived  not  barely  for  ourfelves,  but  alfo  for 
others,  not  only  fought  to  promote  our  own  welfare, 
but  alfo  the  welfare  of  our  brethren  according  to  our 
means  ?  Are  we  become  in  any  way  ufeful  to  others, 
and  have  we  had  the  ferious  inclination  and  the  adual 
defign  of  being  fo  ?  Was  our  ear  and  our  heart 
never  fliut  againd  the  cry  of  the  poor  and  wretched,' 
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the  complaints  of  our  lefs  fortunate  brethren  ?    Did 
we  readily  give,  wherever  we  were  able  to  give? 
Did  we  readily  aitift,  where  we  had  the  means  of 
afliftance  ?    Did  we  fhrink  from  no  pains,  no  la- 
bour, no  trouble,  which  a  generous  concern  for  the 
public  good  required  ?   Did  we  readily  affuage  every 
forrow  that  we  had  the  means  and  opportunity  of 
affuaging,  and  did  we  readily  in  our  fnialler  or 
larger    circle   diffufe    fatisfadtion    and  joy  around 
us  ?    Have  we  managed  the  affairs  of  our  ftation 
and  calling  with  induftry  and  care,  not  fimply  be- 
caufe  they  tend  to  nourifli,  or  enrich,  or  advance  us 
in  fociety,  but  principally  from  more  liberal  prin- 
ciples, becaufe  we  were  defirous  of  making  a  ufe 
truly  good  and  profitable  to  others  of  our  capacities 
and  powers,    of  our  talents  and   acquirements  r 
Have  we  therefore  likewife  in  the  year  now  clofing 
contributed  our  fhare  to  the  diminution-of  human 
.  mifery,  and  to  the  augmentation  of  human  happi- 
nefs  ?     And  have  we  done  fo  without  affe£tation, 
with  fatisfaftion  and  pleafure,  from  love  to  God 
and  man,  as  confeflbrs  of  the  mod  beneficent  doc- 
trine, as  difciples  and  followers  of  the  mod:  fublime 
philaiithropift  ?  Thrice  happy  we,  if  we  can  fincerely 
reply  to  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirmative !     Then 
are  the  days  that  are  paft  neither  lofl:  to  us  nor  to 
our  brethren.    Then  will  the  remembrance  of  them 
never  difturb,  never  fhame  us,  but  fill  our  minds 
with  pure  and  manly  fatisfaftion.     Then  may  we 
make  it  our  boaft  and  our  joy,  that  we  likewife  in 

this 
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this  refpecl  have  experienced  the  power  of  <:hrir- 
tianity,  and,  aftuated  by  its  fpirit,  done  and  pro- 
moted more  good  within  the  courfe  of  a  year,  thaa 
without  its  affiftance  we  could  have  done  and 
promoted. 

And  have  we  likewife  thirdly  enjoyed  during  thi^ 
year  proportionably  more  good,  more  fatisfadion 
and  felicity,  than  one  who  is  not  a  chrifUan  can 
enjoy  ?  Purer,  fuller  fources  of  comfort  and  fere- 
nity,  of  pl^ure  and  fatisfa£Uon  (land  open  to  us  as 
chriftians  on  all  hands.  Have  we  drawn  therefrom, 
and  though  not  entirely  fatisfied  our  thirft  for  hap- 
pinefs,  yet  ftilled  and  appeafed  it?  We  but  too 
feldom  call  ourfelves  to  account  on  this  matter,  my 
pious  hearers,  becaufe  we  are  ftill  prone  to  form  too 
erroneous  and  inadequate  conceptions  of  the  defign 
of  chriftianity  and  of  the  benefits  it  is  calculated  to 
procure  and  does  adually  procure  us.  We  feek 
and  expeft  perhaps  eminent  felicity  in  the  future, 
but  not  in  the  prefent  world  from  a  truly  chriftian 
temper  and  conduft.  We  perhaps  look  upon  t!ii^ 
temper  and  condud  as  an  obftacle  to  that  fatisfadion 
and  pleafure,  which  we  may  and  ihould  furmount 
j^urely  in  the  hope  of  future  remunerations.  Thus 
we  lofe  fight  of  the  natural  and  neceffary  connexion 
between  virtue  and  happinefe,  and*  make  chriftianity, 
which  its  founder  himfelf  declares  to  be  a  light 
burden  and  an  eafy  yoke,  an  oppreflive  load.  No, 
my  deareft  friends,  if  Chrift  lives  in  us,  if  we  are 
afhiated  by  his  fpirit,  we  muft  have  experienced 
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the  efficaq^  of  his  do&rine  and  his  example,  bjr 
having  pafled  the  days  now  glided  by  more  pleafed 
and  contented  than  mod  other  perfons.    And  is  this 
the  cafe  ?     I  afk  not,  whether  we  have  met  virith 
fewer  adverfe  events  than  others ;  not,  Whether  our 
undertakings  and  affairs  have  fucceeded  better  than 
their's;  not,  whether  we  are  become  richer  and 
mightier  and  greater  than  they  ?    Thefe  privileges 
chrifUanity  nowhere  promifes  us ;  it  teaches  us  to 
difUnguifli  profperity  from  happinefs,  and  though  it 
may  not  guide  us  to  the  pofleflion  of  the  former,  it 
effe&ually  leads  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  latter.* 
Have  we  therefore  been  really  contented  and  happy 
in  the  knowledge  and  in  the  pradice  of  chriftianity  ? 
Have  we  remained  free  from  all  irregular  paffions 
and  lufts  that  tend  to  difturb  and  deftroy  the  peace 
of  our  mind  and  the  health  of  our  body  ?    Have 
we  not  by  any  foolifh  and  impertinent  defires  and 
affe&ions  been  driven  to  and  fro  and  prevented  in 
the  calm  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful  and  good, 
which  we  a&ually  poffefs  ?     Have  neither  covetouf* 
nefs  nor  ambition,  neither  envy  nor  jealoufy,  neither 
vanity  nor  pride  difquieted  us  in  our  a£Fairs  and  iqt 
our  intercourfe  with  our  brethren?     Has  hearty 
good  will  towards  all  mankind  accompanied  us  into 
every  fociety,  and  fine  ere  complacency  in  all  the 
beautiful  and  good  that  they  had  and  did  and  en-, 
joyed,  made  their  countenance  and  their  prefence 
pleafing  and  agreeable  ?  Have  we  taken  a  brotherly 
intereit  in  all  their  innocent  pleafures  and  fatisfac^ 
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dons^  and  thereby  heightened  and  multiplied  our 
own  ?    Have  we  willingly  and  cheerfully  difcharged 
our  obligations,  becaufe  they  are  impofed  on  us  by 
God,  and  becaufe  we  therein  promoted  the  welfare 
of  mankind  y  and  alleviated  and  fweetened  the  trou- . 
bles  with  which,  they  were  involved  by  confidering 
them  as  the  ordinances  and  precepts  of  the  Aliwife 
and  Allgracious  ?     Have  we  in  the  accomplifhment 
of  our  duty,  enjoyed  that  pure,  that  generous  fatis- 
ia£tion  ariiing  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  done 
right  and  well  and  advanced  our  fpiritual  perfedion? 
Has  the  thought  of  God,  our  tendered  father  in 
heaven,  been  uniformly  prefent  arid  uniformly  re- 
viving to  us ;  has  the  fcnfe  of  his  neamefs  been 
never  inconvenient,  but  always  confoling  to  us  ?  Has 
this  thought  difiufed  light  and  order  over  all  that 
we  faw  and  heard,  whatever  befell  ourfelves  and 
others,  and  communicated  to  all  a  higher  value  and 
a  fairer  form  in  our  perceptions  ?     Have  we  in  this 
graiMi>  this  blifsful  thought  found  folace  and  reireih- 
ment,  whenever  either  we  or  our  brethren  have  met 
with  fomewhat  difaftrous,  ^d  rendered  the  afflic« 
tions  of  life  not  only  tolerable  but  beneficial,  by  re- 
vering them  as  difpenfations  of  our  heavenly  father 
and  profiting  by  them  to  our  moral  improvement  ? 
Has  the  aflured  hope  of  a  better,  everlafting  life 
expelled  all  anxious  dread  of  death  and  its  confe* 
quences  from  our  fouls  ?    Has  it  rendered  the  ufe 
and  enjoyment  of  the  prefent  the  more  important 
and  falutary  ?    Animated  by  thefe  joyous  profpefts^ 

have 
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have  we  drawn  nearer  to  futurity  without  confter- 
i^ation  and  affright,  and  fraught  with  hope  continued 
our  race  to  the  mark  ?  So  many  advantages  and 
felicities,  my  deareft  friends,  which  chriftianity  in&l- 
libly  procures  to  its  genuine  confeflbrs.  So  many 
advantages  and  felicities  which  Jefus,  even  in  the 
loweft  abafement  and  amidft  the  moft  poignant  fuf- 
ferings  in  full  meafure  enjoyed,  and  which  likewife 
cannot  be  foreign  to  us,  if  we  are  animated  and  go- 
verned by  his  fpirit.  Thrice  happy  we,  if  we  have 
experienced  them  even  during  the  year  now  rapidly 
drawing  to  its  end !  Thus  will  it  alfo  in  this  refpeft 
not  be  loft  to  us.  Then  have  we  enjoyed  in  it  real, 
abiding  felicity  and  thereby  capacitated  ourfelves  for 
flill  greater  felicity  in  the  future. 
.  And  this,  my  pious  hearers,  is  the  ferious  examin- 
ation to  which  we  would  incite  you  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  prefent  year  into  the  ftate  of  your  chrif- 
tianity and  its  influence  on  your  behaviour  and  on 
your  happinefs.  Thefe  are  the  confiderations,  ^hat 
Ihould  lead  us  in  our  reflexions,  if  we  are  defirous 
of  deciding,  whether  we  have  lived  as  perfons,  in 
whom  Chrift  livetb,  have  diftinguiflied  ourfelves,  by 
chriftian  wifdom  and  virtue,  by  chriftian  ufefulnefs, 
by  chriftian  contentment  and  felicity  from  others. 
Can  we  venture  to  deliver  this  teftimony  of  our- 
felves, my  chriftian  brethren,  we  may  likewife  ven- 
ture boldly  to  approach  the  table  of  our  lord,  and 
there  make  a  folemn  confeffion  of  our  chriftian  dif- 
pofitions  and  hopes.  Yes,  here  will  we  publicly  and 
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fddally  rejoice  in  tHe  benefits  of  chriitianity  and  its . 
blefied  effeds  and  fhiit&  Here  will  we  praife  God^ 
the  father,  and  his  fon,  Jefus  Chrift,  for  every  good,; 
pious  fentiment,  by  which  we  have  been  a&uated 
during  the  prefent  year,  for  every  good,  pious  aft 
that  we  have  performed  in  it,  for  every  refined  fatiC*  j 
fafHon  that  we  have  enjoyed,  and  for  eV^  advance 
we  have  made  on  the  path  of  wifdom  and  virtue.  For, 
without  the  aid  of  chriftianity,  without  the  influence 
of  the  divine  dodrine  and  the  fublime  temper  of  our 
lord,  we  fhould  not  have  had  thefe  good  fentiments, 
not  have  performed  thefe  good  a^ons,  not  enjoyed 
thefe  refilled  fatisfa£tions,  and  not  have  fo  proceed- 
ed onwards  to  perfeftion.  Without  the  aid  of  chrif-. 
tianity  we  (hould  probably  have  been  the  defpicable 
flaves  of  error  and  fuperftition,  flaves  of  low  paf- 
fions  and  cupidities,  wretched,  hopelefs  mortals. 
Yes,  to  him,  our  deliverer,  who  has  fet  us  at  liberty, 
and  through  u^hom  we  are  become  wife,  good,  con- 
tented people,  to  him  will  we  here  with  united 
hearts  prefent  the  offering  of  joy  and  gratitude, 
which  he  has  fo  juft  a  right  to  expeft  from  us,  his 
redeemed.  —  Here  will  we  however  llkewife  bind 
and  encourage  ourfelves  to  a  continually  faithfi^ler 
ufe  of  that  chriftianity,  the  power  and  felicity  where- 
of we  have  fo  fignally  experienced.  Yes,  let  us 
unanimoufly  declare :  Chrift,  whofe  merits  in  behalf 
of  us  and  of  the  whole  human  race  we  here  extoll, 
whofe  difciples  and  followers  we  here  profefs  to  be, 
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ihall  conftantly  five  in  us.  His  fpirit  and  his  temper 
(baU  be  oniforroly  the  vital  principle  of  our's }  his 
p^iecepts  and  his  example  fiiall  be  the  rule  of  our 
whole  deportment.  To^him,  the  captain  of  our  ial- 
nation,  will  we  fteadily  look,  in  his  footfteps  with 
ever  mcreafing  alacrity  tread,  be  ever  endeavouring 
to  gain  a  clofer  refemblance  to  him  *and  by  greater 
ai&milation  with  him  be  continually  more  qualified 
for  the  happinefs  which  he  has  prepared  for  us  in  his 
heavenly  kingdofn.  So  (hall  we  both  here  and  here- 
after have  communion  vrith  him,  and  in  his  com- 
mumon  be  for  ever  ble&d.    Amen* 

Cofiununiofim 


SERMON   LXm. 

Caatitm  again/i  Thoughtlejfnefs  during  our  Attendance 

at  the  My  Supper. 


/^OIH  who  though  infinitely  exalted  above  us 
and  all  created  beings,  yet  lookeft  down  upon 
us  as  thy  children  and  knoweft  and  approveft  every 
good  defire  of  our  hearts,  we  are  met  together  in 
ihy  houfe,  to  celebrate  the  memorial  of  thy  love  and 
the  love  of  thy  fon,  Jefus  Chrift,  publicly  and  focially 
to  thank  thee  for  the  greateft  of  all  bounties,  to  fill 
our  minds  with  fuch  fentiments  of  gratitude,  of  reci- 
procal love  and  of  obedience  as  may  render  this  fo- 
lemnity  falutary  and  reviving  to  us.  What  an  ho- 
nour, what  a  happinefs  for  us,  that  we  can  raife  our- 
felves  in  thought  to  thee,  the  Eternal  and  Infinite, 
that  we  can  revere  thee  as-  our  lather,  that  we  can 
have  communion  with  thee  and  with  thy  dear  fon ! 
Oh  might  we  all  fo  employ  this  honour  and  this  hap- 
pineis,  as  is  adequate  to  their  exalted  worth !  Oh 
might  the  hearts  of  us  all  be  fo  aduated  and  per- 
vaded by  fincerity,  ferioufheis,  devotion,  fervour,  a^ 
to  render  us  truly  qualified  for  the  lofty  occupation 
in  which  weziow  purpofe  to  engage!  Father  of 
fpirits,  in  whom  we  live  and  thmk  and  are,  do  thoa 
tbyfelf  infuie  int9  our  fpirit,  fo  oft  overborne  by 
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fenfe,  /new  ftrength  and  vigour  to  foar  aloft  above  all 
that  is  terreftrial  and  vifible,  to  converfe  alone  with 
thee,  its  creator  and  father,  and  with  Jefus  Chrift 
its  deliverer,  and  that  in  fuch  manner  as  becomes 
weak,  finful,  guilty  creatures,  but  creatures' by  thee 
highly  favoured  and  called  to  never  ending  happi- 
nefs.  Blefs  to  that  end  the  confiderations  we  fhall 
now  enter  upon.  Let  us  perceive  the  truth  of  them, 
not  refift  their  influence  but  willingly  and  incotiti* 
nently  comply  with  their  demands.  We  pray  thee 
for  thefe  gifts  and  graces  in  the  name  of  thy  fon 
Jefus,  and  trufting  in  his  promifes,  addrefs  thee 
further  as  Our  father,  &c. 

I  CORINTH,  xi.  20)  31,  31. 

When  ye  come  together  therefore  into  one  place*  this  is  not  to 
cat  the  Lord's  fupper.  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  be- 
fore  other  his  own  fupper :  and^one  Is  hungry,  and  another 
Is  drunken.  What  ?  have  ye  not  houfes  to  eat  and  to  drink 
in  ?  or  dcfpife  ye  the  church  of  God,  and  fhame  them  that 
have  not  ?  What  (hall  I  fay  to  you  ?  fhall  1  praife  you  in 
this?     I  praife  you  not. 

Ty  EGARDING  the  celebration  of  our  reh'giouS 
-*^  rites  in  general  and  in  keeping  the  ordinance  of 
the  holy  fupper  in  particular  there  are  principally 
two  aberrations  into  which  we  are  liable  to  fall. 
One  is  fupcrftition,  the  other  thoughtleflhefs.  The 
former,  fupcrftition,  induces  us  to  expeft  more  from 
a  religious  rite,  than  we  are  reafonably  warranted  to 
expeft,  or  to  afcribe  powers  and  efficacies  to  it  which 

it 
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it  has  not.  The  latter,  thoughtleflhefs,  perfuades  us 
to  defem  lightly  of  the  whole  matter  as  of  lefs  im- 
portance than  in  fad  it  is»  to  confider  it  as  an  infig- 
nificant  ceremony,  to  lofe  fight  of  its  defign  and  its 
Utility,  and  therefore  to  zQt  towards  it  without  atten- 
tion and  ferioufhefs,  with  coldnefs  and  indifference. 
Both  of  thefe  deflections  are  dangerous :  in  both  we 
deprive  ourfelves  of  even  thofe  advantages,  which  a 
rational  and  devout  obfervance  of  the  duties  of  reli- 
gious worfhip  might  procure  us.  Againfl:  the  former 
of  thefe  two  deviations  we  have  already  fome  fhort 
time  fince  cautioned  you,  my  pious  hearers.  To-day 
we  will  in  the  fear  of  God  endeavour  to  guard  you 
^gainft  the  other,  or  reclaim  you  from  it.  We  will 
namely  caution  you  againfl  levity  and  thoughtleifnefs 
in  your  attendance  on  the  hqly  fupper.  Accept  this 
<;aution  with  docility,  with  obediential  fubmiffion  of 
heart,  let  every  individual  think  that  it  is  delivered 
to  him  in  particular,  and  not  folely  to  the  reft,  let 
every  one  apply  it  to  himfelf,  and  not  feek  to  deny 
or  excufe  failings,  which  muft  be  extremely  danger* 
ous  and  injurious  to  him,  if  he  wilfully  perfift  iii 
them. 

The  Corinthians,  whofe  condudt  the  apoftle  Paul 
fo  feverely  reprehends  in  our  text,  were  guilty  of 
fuch  thoughtleflhefs  at  the  facred  fupper.  They  for- 
got the  defign  of  this  holy  inftitution.  They  con- 
fidered  this  religious  repaft  as  they  did  any  ordinary 
meal.  They  provided  for  the  gratification  of  their 
fenfual  appetites,  their  hunger  and  thirft,  but  not 
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for  the  fuftentation  and  refrefliment  of  their  mind^, 
nor  for  the  quieting  and  improvement  of  their 
hearts.  The  rich  defpifed  the  poor;  thofe  who 
came  firft,  waited  not  tor  the  reft  who  were  ftiU 
to  come,  and  each  of  them  ate  and  drank  as  if  he 
had  been  at  home  and  had  not  gone  thither  for  the 
purpofe  of  celebrating  a  folemn  aft  of  devotion. 
Thus  they  ate  and  drank  unworthily,  as  not  diftin- 
guiftiing  the  lord*s  body,  as  nbt  adverting  to  the  im- 
port of  the  fymbols  of  his  crucified  body  and  his 
poured  out  blood  and  the  communion  that  fubfifts 
between  all  chriftians  without  diftinftion  of  rank  and 
ftation,  uniting  them  together  in  one  fpiritual  body, 
whofe  head  is  Chrift.  Though  it  is  not  probable 
that  we  fliould  now,  in  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
public  worfhip,  abufe  the  facred  fupper  in  fo  grofs 
and  maiiifeftly  indecent  a  manner,  as  the  corinthian 
chriftians  did,  yet  by  that  though tieflhefs  and  levity 
which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  their  criminal  procedure; 
we  may  be  guilty  in  various  ways,  and  againft  thefe 
failings  it  is  now  my  intention  particularly  to  warn 
yoO. 

It  is  in  the  firft  place  thoughtleffnefs,  if  we  engage 
in  an  important  bufinefs  or  concern  without  turning 
our  attention  to  it,  without  refle£Ung  upon  the  real 
nature  and  fcope  of  it,  and  on  the  beft  method  of 
tranfacling  it,  and  the  more  important  this  bufinefs 
or  concern  is,  the  greater  and  more  culpable  is  the 
levity  betrayed  in  fuch  negled  of  praftice  and  re- 
fleftion.  Is  not  however  the  ordinance  of  the  facred 
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fupper  an  important  concern,  a  ferious  bufineTs? 
Is  it  not  a  religious  aft,  whereby  we  have  commti- 
nion  with  God  and  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  that  is, 
whereby  we  call  to  mind  in  a  fenfible  and  Cvely 
manner  the  relations  in  which  we  fluid  to  odt 
creator  and  redeemer  and  are  confirmed  in  the 
difpofitions  confonant  to  thefe  relations  ?  Does  not 
this  aft  remind  us  of  the  fublimeft  do£hines  of 
religion,  of  all  that  Grod  has  done  for  the  recovery 
and  falvation  of  finful  man  ?  Does  it  not  lay  us 
under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  a  virtuous  and 
holy  life  ?  Does  it  not  affure  us  of  the  greatefl  of 
the  divine  mercies,  and  cheer  us  with  the  hope  of 
eternal  happinefs,  if  we  attend  upon  it  as  true  chrif- 
tians?  Does  it  not  therefore  merit  our  utmoft 
attention  ?  But  how  do  perhaps  the  generality  of 
chriftians  obferve  this  important  holy  afl  ?  Do  they 
prepare  themfelves  for  it,  as  far  as  their  leifure  and 
circumftances  allow,  by  rational,  ferious  refledtion  ? 
Do  they  in  retirement  devoutly  meditate  upon  what 
God  through  Jefus  Ghrift  has  done  for  them,  what 
largeffes  and  felicities  he  has  offered  them  by  this 
his  ambaffador,  and  on  what  conditions  he  has 
offered  them,  whether  they  have  fulfilled  thde 
conditions,  whether  they  have  acknowledged  and 
accepted  the  grace  of  God  with  penitential  remorfe 
for  their  fins  and  with  grateful  joy,  and  feek  to 
render  themfelves  continually  more  capable  and 
deferving  of  it  by  a  chriflian  temper  and  a  chriflian 
life  ?    Do  they  fay  previoufly  to  their  going  to  the 
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facred  fupper :  What  is  this  religious  ordinance  ? 
Of  what  does  it  remind,  to  what  does  it  oblige,  of 
what  does  it  aflure  me  ?     How  fhould  I  be  difpofedt 
-how  fhould  I  behave,  that  I  may  obferve  this  ordi- 
nance to  the  glory  of  God  the  father,  and  of  his  foa 
Jefus  Chriil,  that  I  may  attend  upon  it  to  the  invtf> 
goration  of  my  faith,  to  the  promotion  of  my  com- 
fort and  my  fandification  ?    How  can  and  fhould 
I  fo  thoroughly  imprint  upon  my  mind,  what  I  now 
hear  and  fee  and  do,  that  it  may  profit  me  in  future  f 
Ah  me,  I  greatly  fear  left  thefe  confiderations  fhould 
to  many  chriftians,  who  come  to  the  tal>le  of  the 
lord,  be  utterly  foreign  and  unknown !     We  come 
but  too  frequently  to  this  holy  table,  only  becaufe 
we  fee  others  do  fo,  or  becaufe  we  have  been  long 
in  the  habit  of  coming,  or  becaufe  we  have  fgme 
^nt  ideas,  that  it  is  proper,  falutary,  ncceflary  to 
do  fo.     We  therefore  attend  upon  one  of  the  moft 
important  afts  of  public  worfhip,  with  a  totally  un- 
prepared,   cold,   unfeeling   heart,    we    perform  it 
negligently,  refign  ourfelves  at  it  to  various  extrin- 
fic,  di(trafting  impreffions,    or  are  fatisfied   with 
repeating  to  ourfelves  certain  words  and  forms  of 
prayer  got  by  rote,  which  perhaps  we  have  never 
under ftood,  and  then  return  home  from  the  cele- 
bration of  this  memorial,  without  rightly  knowing 
what  we  have  been  about,  whofe  memory  we  haye 
been  celebrating,  what  obligations  we  have  been 
taking  upon  us,  in  whom  we  have  now  to  truft,  or 
what  we  have  further  to  do  !     But  can  we  call  fuch 
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ft  behaviour .  otherwife  than  extremely  light  and 
thoughtlefs  ?  Is  it  then  becoming  of  a  frail,  indi<- 
gent,  finful  creature,  to  approach  in  fuch  a  fram^ 
of  mind  his  creator  and  judge  and  to  enter  into  en- 
gagemeQts  with  him  ?  Is  it  then  becoming|  of  a 
chriftian  to  celebrate  the  memorial  of  his  teacher, 
his  deliverer,  his  highly  exalted  lord  and  king  with 
fuch  inattention  and  indifference  ?  Can  fuch  a  celer 
bration  be  acceptable  to  the  omniprefent  deity,  who 
fees  in  fecret,  can  it  be  agreeable  to  his  fon,  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  demands  fmcerity  of  his  votaries,  can 
it  procure  us  the  fmalleft  utility  or  comfort,  if  our 
underftanding  and  our  heart  have  had  fo  little  fliar^ 
in  it  ? 

It  is  fecondly  levity  and  thoughtleffnefs,  if"^ 
openly  and  voluntarily  pretend  to  be  what  we  are 
2iot,  or  to  affipne  a  dignified  charafter  which  we 
have  not,  and  which  we  cannot  falfely  aflame^ 
without  affronting  and  difbonouring  him,  after 
whofe  name  we  are  called,  or  in  whofe  fellowfhip 
we  glory.  How  defpicable  does  this  kind  of  vanity 
render  a  man  in  civil  fociety,  who  boafts  of  the 
favour  and  friendfhip  of  great  perfonages  that  are 
fcarcely  known  to  him,  with  whom  he  has  no  par<i 
ticular  connexion,  and  ^'ho  perhaps  would  h^ 
afhamed  of  him  and  proclaim  him  for  a  liar,  if  they 
ihould  come  to  hear  of  his  pretenfpns  to  their  fsu 
miliarity  and  confidence !  And  what  do  ye  other- 
wife,  ye,  who  at  the  table  of  the  lord  give  your- 
felyes  out  for  cbrifUaps,  and  yet  have  nothing  (;hrif- 
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tian  in  your  temper  and  nothing  chriftian  in  your 
life  ?  Ye  min  .^le  here  amongft  the  worfliippers  and 
children  of  God,  and  yet  no  filial  reverence,  no 
real  love  of  God,  no  gratitude  for  his  benefits 
dwells  in  your  hearts,  and  yet  ye  wilfully  tranfgreb 
his  laws,  and  have  never  once  firmly  and  ferioufly 
refolved,  to  behave  for  the  future  as  his  dutiful 
ibbjeds.  Ye  join  in  appearance  with  the  friends 
and  adherents  of  Jefus,  ye  make  public  profeffion 
that  ye  hold  him  for  your  mafter  and  belong  to 
him,  that  ye  are  his  followers,  and  yet  ye  do  not 
what  he  orders,  and  yet  ye  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
his  commandments  as  a  heavy  burden,  and  regulate 
not  your  carriage  by  his  inclinations,  but  by  your 
lufts  and  paflions,  and  yet  ye  imitate  him  in  no  part 
of  his  virtuous  and  holy  life.  Ye  place  yourfelves 
here  among  his  redeemed,  who  bring  their  offer- 
ings of  praife  and  thankfgiving  to  him  as  their  de- 
liverer, who  magnify  him  for  the  light  that  illu- 
mines their  minds,  for  the  liberty  which  they  enjoy, 
for  the  confolation  that  revives  them,  and  yet  ye 
are  ftill  in  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  in  the  power 
of  error  and  vice,  and  yet  ye  flill  live  in  the  dark- 
nefs  of  ignorance,  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity,  and 
defpife  or  negleft  the  ufe  of  thofe^means,  that  might 
enlighten  you  and  make  you  better  and  happier. 
Ye  here  exprefs  your  hopes  of  that  blefled  immor- 
tality whereof  Jefus  has  given  us  the  afiurancc,  and 
to  which  he  has  fmoothed  for  us  the  way,  and  yet 
ye  are  quite  earthly  and  carnally  minded,  and  yet 

all 
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all  your  aims  and  endeavours  are  directed  merely  to 
fenfible,  tranfitory  objeSs,  and  yet  ye  think  and  live 
as  though  ye  could  abide  for  ever  here,  or  as  though 
the  death  of  your  body  were  at  the  fame  time  the 
death  of  your  foui.  Ye  declare  by  this  focial  repaft, 
diat  ye  confider  all  mankind  and  efpecially  all  chrif« 
tians  as  your  brothers  and  fifters,  with  whom  ye  are 
connefted  in  the  clofeil  ties  and  to  whom  you  owe 
all  pofTible  kindnefs,  and  yet  is  your  heart  cold  and 
lovelefs  towards  them,  and  yet  there  are  many  of 
thefe  your  brothers  and  fifters,  whom  ye  defpife, 
envy,  hate,  towards  whom  ye  are  inimically  and 
revengefully  difpofed,  and  yet  ye  refufe  to  forgive 
fuch  of  thefe  your  brothers  and  fifters  as  have 
offended  you,  their  faults  from  the  bottom  of  your 
heart,  and  fincerely  to  be  reconciled  with  them. 
How  can  all  this  however  be  confiftent  with  the 
profeflion  ye  here  declare  ?     Or  how  can  ye  make 

•  this  profeflion  on  refleftion,  with  deliberation,  as 
reafonabl^,  confiderate  perfons,  fince  it  is  fo  manii 
feftly  at  variance  with  your  fentiments  and  with  your 
condudk  ?  What  right  then  have  you  to  boaft  of 
a  fellowfhip  with  Jefus  and  profefs  to  be  his  difciples  } 

.  Will  and  can  he  acknowledge  you  as  fuch  ?  Will 
and  can  he  think  himfelf  honoured  by  this  profeflion  ? 
Will  and  muft  he  not  rather  impute  it  to  you  as  a 
fin;  that  ye  abufe  his  name  and  fcandalize  his  holy 
doftrine  by  an  unholy  life  ?  Or  is  then  the  matter, 
to  whom  ye  pretend  to  belong  and  to  ferve,  fuch 
a  weak,  vain,  worldly-minded  matter  as  to  regard 

fimply 
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ftmply  the  vaft  number  and  the  obfequious  geftures^ 
but  not  the  fentiments  of  his  voturies,  who  is  incapa- 
ble of  diftinguifliing  hypocrites  from  the  righteous, 
or  one  that  may  be  mocked  without  danger  ?  An4 
who  obliges  you  then  to  make  with  your  lips  a 
profeffion,  which  your  heart  and  your  life  conr 
tradift?  What  is  it  elfe  then  but  a  fond^  pre.- 
fumptuous  thoughtlelTnefs,  an  unjuftifiable  levity, 
for  a  man  here  publicly  to  declare  himfelf  a  chrif- 
tian,  and  yet  is  not  one,  and  has  never  once  formed 
the  honeft,  ferious  refolution,  to  do  everything  in 
order  to  become  one,  and  henceforward  to  a^Tert 
that  glorious  title  in  very  deed  ? 

It  is  in  the  third  place  levity  and  want  of  con» 
fideration,  if  we  flatter  ourfelves  with  chimerical 
expeftations,  if  we  amufe  our  fancy  with  the  ima- 
ginary pofleflion  of  endowments  and  diflin£Uons,  of 
which  we  are  really  defUtute,  and  to  which  we  have 
no  juft  pretenfions.  And  how  common  too  is  this . 
failing  ?  We  promiie  ourfelves  the  forgivenefs  of 
fins,  the  favour  of  God,  everlafting  falvation.  We 
rely  upon  all  the  promifes  of  the  EternaL  AncJ 
whereupon  with  many  people  is  that  hope,  that  re-, 
liance  built  ?  On  the  mere  attendance  on  the 
facred  fupper  without  regard  to  the  fentiments  of 
their  heart  or  the  nature  and  frainc  of  their  conduft. 
We  confequently  imagine,  that  this  outward  act  of 
religion  abftraftedly  confidered  poffcfles  a  marvelous 
efficacy  peculiar  to  itfelf,  of  blotting  out  our  fins, 
freeing  us  fropi  the  guilt  of  them  and  qualifying  u§ 

for 
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for  eternal  falvarion.  We  confequently  imagine^ 
that  God  has  fo  great  a  complacency  in  the  marks 
of  honour  that  we  here  fhew  to  him  and  to  his  fon 
Jefus  Clirift  by  our  words  and  geftures,  as  for  that 
reafon  to  pardon  all  our  (ins,  even  though  we  in* 
tentionally  commit  and  perfift  in  them,  abfolve  us 
from  all  punifhment,  and  with  all  our  bad  habits 
and  wicked  difpofitions  vouchfafe  us  his  favour. 
We  have  already  combated  thefe  extravagant  notions 
and  idle  eipeftations  as  the  offspring  of  fuperftition, 
and  now  condemn  them  as  the  effeds  of  levity* 
Think  not,  my  pious  hearers,  that  we  here  fall 
under  the  charge  of  inconfiftency.  Superflition  and 
levity  often  produce  the  fame  peftilent  fruits*  They 
both  exclude  all  refle&ion  from  the  mind.  And 
this  abfence  of  refle^on  is  the  very  reafon,  why 
numbers  promife  themfelves  from  partaking  of  the 
facred  fupper  fuch  advantages  as  it  either  cannot 
yield  them  at  all,  or  at  leaft  not  in  their  prefent 
condition,  in  their  prefent  temper  and  fentiments. 
I  fubmit  it  to  your  own  confideration,  my  pious 
hearers,  whether  God,  the  omnifcient  deity,  who 
requires  to  be  worfhipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  that 
is,  rationally  and  fincerely,  can  be  content  with 
outward  ads  of  worlhipj  in  which  our  underfland^ 
ing  and  our  heart  have  no  (bare*  Only  confider 
iyourfelves,  whether  God,  the  moft  holy  God,  with 
whom  virtue  and  integrity  pafs  for  everything,  will 
view  with  approbation  and  complacency,  a  man, 
whofe  predominant  fentiments  and  affedions  are 

corrupt. 
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corrupt,  and  whofe  conduA  is  not  regulated  by  hit 
mil,  purely  becaufe  he  fometimes  feems  to  confefii 
that  his  mind  and  his  manners  ought  to  be  altered 
for  the  better.   Do  but  confider  yourfelves,  whether 
between  God,  who  is  pure  intelleftual  light,  ^flfen** 
tial  reaTon,  who  is  free  from  all  imperfections  and 
failings,  and  a  man,  who  walks  in  darknefs,  or  is 
addifted  to  vice,  merely  by  certain  holy  rites  fuch  t 
correfpondence  can  be  fettled  or  maintained,  as  muft 
fubfift  between  God  and  us,  if  we  would  challenge 
to  ourfelves  a  fubflantial  and  ererlafting  happine& 
Confider  in  your  own  minds,  whether  the  eating 
of  the  bread  and  the  drinking  of  the  wine  in  the 
facred  fupper,  accompanied  by  a  few  traniient  emo- 
tions, can  fuffice  for  contra&ing  a  folid,  bleflfed 
union  between  Jefus,  the  holy  and  juft,  the  meek 
iand  lowly,  the  beneficent  and  pbcable,  the  righte- 
ous and  heavenly  minded  Jefus,  and  a  man,  who 
at  all  other  times  and  on  all  other  occafions  is  un- 
juft,  haughty,  vindiftive,  hard-hearted,  im'placable, 
altogether  camally  and  earthly  minded*    What  is 
it  then,  if  the  man,  whofe  mind  and  manners  have 
nothing  evangelical  in  them,  and  who  even  now  is 
not  ferioufly  refolved  and  ready  to  adopt  the  necef- 
fary  alterations  in  his  temper  and  behaviour,  pro* 
mifes  himfelf  the  greateit  benefit  fh)m  the  ordinance 
of  the  facred  fupper,  and  contentedly  foothes  his 
foul  in  the  poffeflion  of  it  i  It  is  levity  and  thought* 
lefihefs,  that  beguile  him  with  falfe  imaginations^ 
flatter  him  with  delicious  dreams,  and  prevent  him 

from. 
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from  refieaing  on  thofe  objeOs,  from  examining 
the  grounds  of  his  confolation^  his  tranquillity  and 
hope,  from  comparing  his  pretenfions  on  the  divine 
clemency  and  eternal  falvation  wit^^  the  terms -to 
\vhich  God  has  annex^  them,  and  from  learning 
to  expe£l  nothing,  without  knowing  whether  he  ia 
juftified  in  his  expedations  or  not« 

It  is  in  the  fourth  place  levity  and  thoughtleflheI% 
if  without  compuUion  we  enter  into  folemn  cove- 
nants by  which  we  make  ourfelves  refponfible  for 
the  difcharge  of  impoi^ant,  laborious  duties,  with* 
out  having  previoufly  confidered  whether  we  can 
and  fhall  fulfil  them  or  not.  And  is  not  this  the 
predicament  in  which  many  chriftians  ftand  in  re* 
gard  to  the  rite  of  the  (acred  fupper  ?  How  weighty 
the  obligations  impofed  on  us  by  this  folemn  a£k ! 
How  virtuous,  pure  and  godly  the.  life  which  it 
binds  us  to  lead !  How  awful  the  promifes  and  vo^s 
we  here  make  to  the  all-knowing  and  everywhere 
prefent  deity  ?  We  here  abjure  all  fins  and  iniqui* 
ties,  all  evil  lufts  and  palTions,  how  natural  foever 
they  may  by  long  habit  be  grown,  whatever  degree 
of  force  and  authority  they  may  have  acquired  over 
Qs.  We  bring  them  all  as  it  were  without  fparing 
to  the  crols  of  Chrift,  as  a  facrifice  to  him,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  our  gratitude  and  attachment.  There  the 
proud  man  promifes  to  relinquifli  his  pride,  the  vin* 
didive  his  revenge,  the  mifer  his  avarice,  the  un- 
chafte  hi&  carnal  mind,  there  every  one  promifes  to 
renounce  his  predon^oant  fin^  aud  failings,  and  fo 

to 
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to  crucify  and  kill  the  old  man  with  Chrift  and  ht 
his  fake.  Wc  here  bind  ourfelves  on  the  other  fide 
to  be  diligent  in  following  after  whatfoever  things 
are  juft,  equitable,  pure,  of  good  report,  virtuous 
and  honourable,  faithfully  to  fulfil  the  feveral  duties 
cf  our  ftation  and  calling  at  all  times  and  in  all 
circumftances,  to  labour  continually  at  the  better^ 
more  godly  reguUtion  of  our  heart  and  our  con« 
veriation  in  the  world,  and  zealoufly  to  contend  fot 
the  prize  of  chriftian  perfe£Uon.  We  here  openly 
declare,  that  we  are  moved  by  the  mercy  of  God  to 
iUrrender  ourfelves  wholly  to  him,  and  to  ufe  all' 
that  we  afe  and  have  according  to  his  good  pleafure^ 
that  we  are  induced  by  the  dofbine  of  Chrift,  to 
live  no  longer  to  ourfelves,  or  according  to  our 
own  private  fancies,  but  in  entire  confbnbity  with 
the  will  of  him  who  died  and  rofe  again  for  us* 
We  het'e  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  to  the  imitation 
(of  Jefus  Ghrift,  our  lord  and  faviour,  to  be  like 
minded  with  him,  fo  to  walk  as  he  alfo  walked,  and 
to  feek  our  honour  and  our  £aime,  in  an  ever  nearer 
ailimilation  and  conformity  with  him.  We  here 
folemnly  engage  to  cherifh  true  brotherly  fentiments 
and  to  hold  a  true  brotherly  condud  towards  each 
other.  We  confequently  renew  our  vows  of  a 
prompt  and  unlimited  obedience  to  God  and  to  his 
fon  Jefus  Chrift,  an  abfolute  fubmifTion  in  profperity 
and  in  adverfity,  in  life  and  in  death.  What  obli-^ 
gations,  my  pious  hearers,  what  vows !  What  dili- 
gence,  what  zeal,  what  fortitude,  what  fidelity  are 

4  requifite 
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irelquifite  for  fulfilling  what  we  here  prbmife,  and 
for  a&ually  performing  what  we  here  vow !  And 
ought  we  to  take  upon  iis  fuch  obligations  without 
ferious  reflexion,  without  mature  deliberation? 
Should  we  treat  fuch  vows  with  levity  as.  matters  of 
*  indiffl^'ence  ?  No,  my  friends,  if  ye  make  them 
merely  in  compliance  with  cuftom,  if  ye  make  them 
not  with  the  utmoft  ferioufnefs  of  intention,  if  ye 
be  not  fincerely  determined  to  fulfil  them  accordmg 
to  your  beft  abilities,  ye  are  guilty  of  treafon  and 
peijury  to  God,  ye  pronounce  the  fentence  of  con- 
demnation on  yourfelves,  inafmuch  as  ye  publicly 
avow  your  bounden  duty  and  folemnly  vouch  for 
its  performance,  and  afterwards  neither  adopt  the 
difpofitions  nor  the  condud  agreeable  to  that  recog- 
nition and  that  obligation.  Horrible,  fatal  levity, 
that  makes  us  hypocrites  and  perjurers  before  God, 
before  the  God  who  will  one  day  bring  to  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  manifeft  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  Heart !  Nay  but,  my  pious  hearers,  we 
fhall  be  aduated  by  the  profoundeft  reverence  for 
God  and  his  omnifcience,  by  an  ardent  afpiradon 
after  probity  and  virtue,  by  an  undiffembled  hatred 
to  all  evil,  and  a  fincere,  eflfedlive  love  of  good,  here 
as  we  renew  our  engagements  to  praife  God  with 
our  bodies  and  our  fouls,  and  to  ferve  and  pleafe 
him  in  true  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  all  the  days 
of  our  lives.  To  us  fliall  thefe  promifes  be  extremely 
momentous  and  facred,  they  Ihall  be  henceforth  and 
for  ever  the  rule  of  our  conduft,  a  vital  principle 
VOL.  II.  j^  N  in 
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in  our  hearts  uniformly  inclining  us  to  what  19 
right- 
In  the  lad  place,  it  is  levity^  my  pious  hearers, 
if  inftead  of  foftering  the  good  emotions  which  we 
perceive  in  our  breads  before  or  at  the  participation 
of  the  facred  fupper,  and  following  them,  we  either 
fupprefs  them,  or  leave  them  to  vanifh  and  die  away 
unimproved  as  they  arife«  Few  perfons  we  may 
fuppofe  would  alTift  at  the  facred  fupper  and  remain 
entirely  deftitute  of  fome  good  thoughts,  emotions,, 
refolutions.  The  folemnity  of  the  church  fervice, 
the  exhortation  of  the  minifler^  the  prayers,  the 
anthems,  all  confpire  to  attraft  our  attention  to  the 
awful  do£trines  of  religion,  and  to  reprefent  them 
as  obje£ks  that  touch  us  near,  that  impofe  on  us 
certain  duties^  and  which  ihould  have  a  proper  in* 
fluence  on  our  deportment.  If  a  man  be  otherwife 
enured  to  refle&ion,  or  have  a  tender  and  fufcepti« 
ble  heart,  nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  during 
the  whole  of  this  tranfa£tion  he  fhould  feel  fome 
good  motions  rifing  within.  Frequently  the  truth 
appears  to  him,  like  a  bright  fun-beam  darting 
through  his  foul,  in  a  convincing,  captivating  form* 
Often  is  he  fuddenly  feized  by  a  fpark  of  devotion, 
which  kindles  into  a  gentle  fire,  pervading  and 
warming  the  inmoft  receffes  of  his  breaft.  How 
often  in  fuch  happy  moments  is  it  faid :  Yes,  God 
is  worthy  of  my  moft  cordial  love,  of  my  mod 
prompt  obedieiice,  of  my  completed  confidence. 
His  goodnefs  to  mankind  is  infinite,  he  is  eflential 

love. 
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lore.     Certainly  Jefus  is  infinitely  meritorious  in  re- 
gard to  mankind,  and  therefore  even  to  me.    He 
has  done  great  things  for  us,  he  endured  the  igno- 
minious, painful  death  of  the  crofs  in  our  bdalf. 
To  him  we  are  beholden  for  light  and  confolation 
and  hope  in  God  and  to  everlafting  falration.    Ah, 
what  do  we  not  owe  to  this  ^nerous  friend  of  man, 
to  this  mighty  and  kind  deliverer  1 ,  What  can  I 
then  do  for  him  ?    How  can  I  requite  his  love  ? 
What  can  I  do  lefs^  than  not  refill  his  aSe£Uonate ' 
views,  than  not  obftinately  continue' ia  that  dark- 
nefs)  in  that  fervitude  ^d  mifery  from  which  be  fo 
£sun  would  detiver  me  by  his  doQtriiie  atid  by  his 
fpirit?    What; can  I  do  Ids  than  yield  him  my 
obedience  and  follow  his  dire£lions ;  to  happinefs  ? 
His  commandments  are  by  no  means  grievous,  and 
even  were  they  ever  fo  burd^sifome,  yet  could  I  not 
refiife  him  my  fubmiffion  and  my  obedience  with- 
out the  blacked  ingratitude.     HoWibealutiful  is  the 
pattern  of  virtue  which  he  has  left:  us  1    How  ho» 
nourable,  how  advantageous  mufi  it  be  to  me,  what 
a  noble,  felicitous  life  (hould  I  lead  by  propofing  tQ 
myfelf  this  pattern  for  imitation,  if  I  followed  and 
refembled  him  in  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  will,  in 
meeknels,  in  humility,  in  charity,  in  beneficence, 
in  general  ufefulnefs !  —  Say,  my  friends,  have  not 
often  at  the  rite  of  the  holy  fupper  thefe  and  the 
like  thoughts,  emotions,  afpirations  arifen  in  your 
fouls  ?    Have  they  not  often  become  vigorous  and 
ferv^  thei^e  ?    Have  ye  not  been  forced  to  approve 
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them,  and  muft  ye  not  ftiU  &pi»ic)ve  them  ?    Bat 
how  on  the  other  hand  hive  ye  afted  ?    Have  ye 
beftowed  on  diefe  thoughts  and  emotions  aH  that 
attentioa,  which  from  their  importance  they  deienre? 
Have  ye  arretted  and  deiepbf  imprhited  diem  on 
your  heartsT  Ha?e  ye  carried  them  home  with  yon 
£rom  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ?    Have  ft  there  re^ 
liearfed  theih  mtb  beciE>ming  ferioufiieis  and  refleded 
iqpoii  tbem»  till  they  aam  coalefted  into  a  firm^ 
decided  refolution  in  regatti  to  thefe  objefts  ?    If 
ye  ad  act  thus,  my  pious  bearers,  if  ye  negleft 
thefe  good  motions^  or  refift  and  fu[^refe  them,  ff 
ye  immediately  run  into  diftrading  fodeties,  where 
thefe  falutary  imprefficms  are  expelled  and  obliterated 
to  make  room  for  others  of  i  different  ftamp ;  un* 
lefs  ye  purfue  thofe  tracks  of  truth  and  Tirtue  to 
which  this  ad  of  worflup  led  you,  if  ye  negled  ta 
feed  the  flame  of  piety  'and  devotion  which  here 
would  kindle  in  your  breads^  in  (hort,  ilF  ye  here 
put  a  (top  to  the  farther  effeds  of  your  good  adions 
aad  feelings,  and  if  withf  the  attendance  on  the 
lacred  rite  all  is  over^  ye  unqueftionably  in  this  re* 
fped  incur  the  guilt  of  infatuated,  criminal  levity.. 
From  heedieflhefs  and  want  of  refledion^  ye  negled 
concerns  that  might  have  tended  extremely  to  your 
profit*    Ye  harden  by  infenfible  degrees  your  heart 
to  the  voice  of*  God  and  yotur  confcience.    Ye  let 
flip  the  molt  aufpicious  hours  and  moments  of  your 
lives,  and  know  not  whether  any  fuch  will  again  oc^^ 
cur  in  circumftances  fo  advantageous  and  propitious^ 

Let 
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Let  US,  my  pious  hearers;  who  are  here  aflbmbled 
together  for  the  purpofe  of  ceMmttmg  the  holy, 
fuppeiTs  1^  ^  abov^  aU  things  be  4i%ently  on  ouc 
guard  againft  all  manner  of  levity  md  heedleflhefs* 
Let .11$  coUed  our  thoughts.  Let  us fix.them  eo^ 
drely  oa  the  bufinefs  we.  have  in  hand*  Let  ua 
paint  lo.ourfelyes  ki  glowing  colours,  the  grand  thci 
momentous  objeds^  of  which  we  are  here  reminded 
and  endeavour  to  excite^ and  cherifh  in  our  heartir 
fuch  emotions^  as  are  fuited  to  thofe  ideal  images* 
Let;  us  not  (ay  from  habity  but  fioita  ^convidion^ 
from  a  Uvely  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  con- 
cern :  fibw  can  I  pi:efent  myfelf  to  Ood  and  to  hi^ 
h^faly  I  exalted  ion,  my  iaviour  and  !k>ifd:!  Hon^ 
ihblime,  how  coniblitg  aife-  the  otgeds^  that  $xe 
here  reprefented  to  me  imd  the  memorials  whereof 
I  am  celebrating!  How  highly  deferving  of  my 
utmoft  devotion  and  fervour !  I  behdid  God  in  thet 
moft  aflonifliing  aqd  affedionate  nlanner  occupied 
in  mj^Dadvation,  I  cotaifider,^  I  worflnp  hini  here,  aa 
theiither  of  our  lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  as  my  &•* 
ther,  who  gives  op  his  xmly  begptten  fon  for  us,  and 
by  him  proclaims  and  offers  tx>  us  pardon,  life  and 
never  ending  Mcity;..  I  behold  JeAis  Chrift,  the 
lord  of  glory,  waUdi^ .  amongfl  mea  iit  the  loweft 
and  moft  defpicable  fonn^  and  labouring  with  un« 
wearied  conftancy  at  their  deliverance,  ^  their  invi 
provement  and  happinefs }  I  behold  him  fubmitting 
to  the  mod  cruel  fufierings  and  enduring  the  moit 
tormenting  death  of  the  crofs«    L  hear^  him  as  it 

• 
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were  addrefling  tdi^  at  his  table:  As  certainly  as  I 
(^ed  upon  the  crofs  and  am  rifen  again  from  the 
deud,  fo/^ert^inly  ihayft  thou  promife  thyfelf  the 
grace  of  my  heavenly  £idier,  thy  creator  and  judge, 
and  a  blefled  immortality,  if  thou* accept  my  gofpel 
with  a  lively  £aSth  and  make  my  doftrine  and  my 
fife  the  rule  iof  thy  condud.  Come,  tread  m  my 
fodtftepsy  do  whatever  God  calls  thee  to  do,  and 
filffer  whaterrer  he  impdes  on  thee  to- fufieiv  as  I 
did  and.fuBbiiid  it,  and  perfevere  even  unto  the' 
end,  fo  wik  thou  arrive  at  felicity  and  glory  by  the 
way  that  I  arrived  thither^  Came,  make  here  a 
public  confefficn  of  thy  fisuth,  thy  chriftiari  fenti* 
mehts  and  thy  hope«-  Here  ^reooiin^  afrefii  thofe 
fims  and  vices^from  which  I  bame  into  4he  world 
to  deliver  thee,'  and  which  alone  make  thee  wretched 
and  unhappy.  Come,  and  refolve  anew  to  fight 
againft  iniqiuty,  to  fulfil  thy  duties  with  fidelity,  to- 
proceed  onward  in  virtue  and  piety,  which  alone 
^an.give  peace^  to  thy  mipd  and  render  thee  happy« 
How^  important,  <  how  reafonable^  thefe  requefb! 
How  glorious  thefe  promifes !  And  ihall  not  this 
dddrefs  qf  my  redeemer,  my  chieftain  and  lord/ 
banifh  all  levity  from  my  heart  ?  Sh^l  it  not  fill 
me  \iith  ferioufnefs,  with  reverence,  with  devotion? 
How  can  I  worthily  tefBfy  my  gratitude  to  God  and 
to  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Oh  praife  the  Lord,  my 
foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  praife  his  holy  name ! 
My  foul  does  magnify  the  Lord  and  my  fpirit  re^ 
joices  in  God  niy  laviour !    How  can  I  fufficiently 

pri^e 
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prize  and  glory  in  the  happinefs  of  being,  a  chrillian, 
and  of  having  as  fuch  communion  with  God  and 
his  fon !    Praife  then  the  Lord  with  me,  all  ye  who 
enjoy  the  fame  felicity,  who  are  my  brothers  and 
lifters  in  Chrift,  and  let  us  together  extol  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  condefcenfion  and  mercy.     Yes,,  the 
Xiord  has  done  great  things  for  us,  therefore  will 
we  rejoice  and  be  glad.     But  how  can  I  be  atten- 
tive enough  to  what  I  here  vow  to  the  Moft  High, 
to  the  obligations  I  here  take  upon  me  ?     How  can 
I  be  zealous  enough  to  fulfil  them  ?     Oh  may  the 
love,  gratitude,  obedience,  joy,  hope,  thofe  genial, 
blifsful  emotions,  with  which  I  am  now  infpired, 
which  now  fupply  me  with  motive  and  energy  to 
dedicate  myfelf  to  God  and  Jefus  Chrift  and  with 
all  my  foul  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance 
to  him,  be  deeply  impreffed  upon  my  heart,  be 
firmly  united  with  all  my  other  emotions,  revolt  in 
my  breaft  whenever  I  am  feduced  to  wickednefs, 
whenever  I  begin  to  grow  indolent  in  good,  when- 
ever I  am  inclined  to  forget  that  I  am  a  chriftian, 
appointed  to  virtue  and  to  a  blefTed  immortality ! 
Thus,  my  friends,  will  we  go  to  the  table  of  the 
lord.     Thxxfi  will  we  there  celebrate  the  memorials 
pi  his  love  and  of  our  hj^ppinefs.     Rational  reflec- 
tion, ferious,    continued  attention,    fervent  devo- 
tion, fmcere  difpofitions  and  views  fhall  accompany 
us  thither,  animate  us  while  there,  and  attend  us 
back  to  our  homes :   And  thus  will  the  veneration 
which  we  here  pay  to  Jefus  Chrift,  be  agreeable  to 
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him,  it  will  tend  to  the  glory  of  God  the  fathev^ 
;md  we  fhall  derive  folid  ufe  apd  comfort  from  thi(| 
afl:  of  worihip*  God  grant  that  we  may  all  richly 
experience  it^  for  the  ifdce  of  hi^  et^rpal  |py?| 
Amen. 

■  ■ 


1. 
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SiRMON    LXIV. 

preparation  for  Death. 


^^^^4}fDyctiAtW  and  lord  of  our  lives,  without 
^"^  whom '  we  Ihould  not  be,  without  whom  we 
could  not-dbcitinue  for  a  moment,  on  whom  our 
exiftefiice^  tmt  lives,  our'  deAitites  depend,  with  thee 
Is  t&e  liumber  of  oiir  months^  the  number  of  tht 
yearsr,  id'die  dtiys,  of  our  fojoum  as  ftrangers  and 
pilgrims' '  ufSoti  ^altb.  Thou  haft  fet  a  bound*  to 
every  cmi^  cf  tisy  which  we  cannot  paib.  Whei 
tbou  fayft  t  Cotne  again,  ye  children  of  men,  our 
lH)dy  returns  to  the  duft,  from  whence  it*  was  taken, 
And  our'^fnrit  4?o  thee,'  who  gaveft  it.  And  that 
arwful  maadife  may  even  to*day  go  forth  to  us 
ilx>m  thee,  ill  %hofe  hands  iu-e  all  our  ways,  with 
whom  are  the  ilTues  of  life  and  dieath,  and  that  Turn- 
mons  no  mctttal  is  able  to  reiift.  Sooner  or  later  it 
will  certainly  be  iflued  to  us,  adid  then  retributions 
ftwait,  then  reward  or  puniihment  awaits  us.  God, 
what  importance  fhould  this  idea  communicate  to 
our  life  and  our  death,  to  our  mortality  and  our 
immortality !  How  terrible  would  be  that  fummons, 
ihould  it  furpiife  us  unprepare49  in  an  unreformed 
conditipUji  as  l|aves  of  (in  and  vice,  fhould  we  then 

not 
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wyt  be  and  not  have  done,  what  we  are^here  ajv 
pointed  to  become  and  to  do!  What  unavailing 
remorfe,  what  dreadful  profpe&s  in  futurity  would 
in  that  cafe  torment  us !  Ah  God,  may  however 
^r  none  of  us  fuch  fcenes  of  anguiih  and  terror  iu 
the  lad  days  and  hours  of  life  and  fuch  a  lamentable 
deftiny  in  the  future  world  be  prepai'cd  !  May  we 
all  immediately  make  ready  for  that  important  re* 
vpjution  h  our  ftjite^. delay  jiot  a^itA'^JtPnrrar 
pentance  and  convarQon,  and  cQnfts^dy  fo  tlmd^ 
and  live;  that  we  may  jbereafter  chej^i^ly  qbey  thy 
fuminione,  and  pafs  into  eternity  itf:  tlb^  iur^  and, 
pertain  hope  of  a  better  life !  Qod, .we  s^  luergi 
tnet  together  to  meditate  on  theft  W^  ic^ncecns 
with  a  quiet  mindt  Blefs  tb^  our  ^m^tatioiKHr 
Let  thenx  difperfe  oi}f  levity,  .and  fbfiw  U$  th^  fubJeA 
in  as  ferious  a  light,  as  it  ought  tp;  be  ^Qit  by  qpiQlh 
tals  who  are  in  purfuit  of  immortality*  ^r^Qh  may 
the-  prefent  moments  be^bl^fled  and  A¥X)^ing  to  au^ 
by  die  lafUng  imprei&ons;  ihey  make  pn  HS^.^vei^  ia; 
the  hour  of  death !  Hear  us,  meiiQifuA  Father,  andt 
grant  our  requefts!  We  implore  it  of  thee  as  vo.^ 
taries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,:  and  addrefs  th^  lurfh^  ijv 
his  name:  Our  father, '&c,  ■    ■ 

ISAIAH  xxxviii.'  I. 

Thus  fiith  the  Lord  :  Set  chine  houfc  in  order ;  for  thdu 

fhall  die. 

CHOULD  an  angel,  my  pious  hearers,  or  a  pro- 

phet,  of  whofe  divine  miflion  we  had  no  doubt, 

bring  to  us  the  fame  mefiage,  which  Uaiah  in  our 

5  text 
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text  delivered  to  king  Hezekiah  ;  if  we  heard  him 
fay  to  us  in  a  folemn  tone  of  voice :  Thus  faith  the 
Lord,  the  AUpowerftil,  the  mafter  of  thy  life  and 
thy  deftiniesy  let  thy  houfe  in  order,  for  thou  (halt 
die,  this  ficknefs  will'  terthinate  in  thy  death,  this 
week  will  be  the  lad  week  of  thy  life  upon  earth, 
this  day  thy  laft  day,  fet  thy  affairs  immediately  in 
order,  make  ready  without  delay  for  the  greateft, 
the  mod  important  change,  that  can  happen  to 
thee :    what  impreilion '  would  this  mefiage  make 
upon  us?    The  diftrefs  into  which  it  would  throw 
the  greater  part  of  us  in  cafting  about  for  comfort 
and  deliverance,  would  be  perhaps  not  lefs  than 
that  felt  by  the  jewifh  monarch.     How  many  per- 
Jidps  like  him  would  in  the  anguifh  of  their  hearts 
chatter  like  a  crane  and  mourn  as  a  dove !     How 
few  would  perhaps  receive  thefe  unwelcome  tidings 
without   difmay  and   proceed  with  calmnefs  and 
compofure  to  comply  with  the  meflage !  How  gladly 
however  fhould  we  do  all  that  lay  in  our  power  in 
Oirder  to  alleviate  this  fad  but  unavoidable  procefs, 
aifid  pafs  with  eafe  into  a  better,  blifsful  life !     Men, 
chriftians,  are  we  then  in  want  of  a  meffenger  from 
the  courts  of  heaven,  or  the  warning  voice  of  a 
prophet,  for  informing  us,  that  we  are  mortal,  that 
we  are  not  fure  of  the  continuance  of  our  life  for 
one  moment,  that  every  day,  every  hour  may  be 
the  laft  to  us  ?    Does  not  now  our  own  experience^ 
now  that  of  others,  does  not  the  frail  and  perifhable 
nature  of  all  furrounding  objects,  daily  call  aloud  to 

us: 
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us:  Set  thine  houfe  in  order,  for  tbqu  ihalt  die; 
the  longeft  lifq  upoqt  ^^tit^  is  i^ort,  and  but  few  at« 
ts^  to  the  extreme  t^nx  lof  iti    And  as  chriflians 
know  we  not  with  ^u^  certa^ty^j  mj  dear  friends, 
that  the  confequences  of  death  are  moil  ferious  and 
exceedingly  differeot;,  t}iaft  it  will  hereafter  appear 
to  us  in  a  tremendous  or  in,  a  ibothing  fbn^,  that  it 
will  tranflate  us  into  a;  happy  or  into  am  unhappy, 
(late !    And  therefore  under  this  extreme  unc^^  • 
tainty  of  our  life,  ought  we  not  to  mfike  ourfelve^ 
ready  for  it  without  delay !     Should  we,  not  pi:;epar§. 
ourfelves  for  fucb  an  awful  change  in  pur  condition! 
In  what  howev^  may  this  preparation  for  death 
confift  i    How  ^re  we  in  this  view  to  fet  our  houfe 
in  ord^r  ?    What  is  that  frame  of  mip^*  ^^^  tba(; 
fort  of  conduct  which  can  deprive  de^th  of  his  texw, 
rorsand  make  him  to  us  a  harbinger  of  peace  ?  To* 
iaform  you  of  this  and  excite  you  to  it^  my  pious^ 
hqarer3,  is  the  purport  of  my  prefent  difcourfet . 
Accept  it,  ^fnploy  it-infuch  manner  as  behoves  men 
who  are  daily  in  danger  of  death,  who  foon  or  late, 
will  moft  afiuredly  die,  and  who  wiib  to  die  Comi<:: 
fort^bly  and  happily,  .^ 

Preparation  for  death  confifts  nQt,  my  pious^ 
hearers,  in  abandoning  the  aSairs  of  our  galling, 
throwing  oflf  all  conne£lions  with  others,  bidding 
ad^eu  to  all  innocent  gratifications,  in  retiring  from 
human  converfe,  and  fhutting  ourfelves  up  in  thei 
folkujde  of  a  cell  and  pai&ng  our  days  in  barren  and 
unprofitable  fpeculation,  in  praying  and  reading,  in 

meditations 
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-'meditations  on  death,  in  folemn  exetcifes  of  devo- 
tion  or  in  anftere  penances  and  mortificationsr  It 
confifts  not  in  vifiting  the  manfions  of  the  dead 
more  than  th^  manfions  of  the  living,  in  traverfing 
the  dark  and  noifome  Vault  vAitre  mortality  dwells 
in  the  pomp  of  ruin,  in  meditating  among  the  tombs,. 
in  following  the  triumphs,  the  traces  of  death  and 
corruption,  and  as  it  were  wrapping  ourfelves  in  a 
winding  flieet  and  all  the  beauties  of  nature  in  the 
fable  garb  of  woe.  It  •  confifts  not  in  daily  and 
hourly  as  it  were  delineating  to  our  minds  in  vivid 
flafhes  of  imagination  the  awful  fcene  of  bidding  a 
laft  farewell  to  relatives  and  firfends  and  all  connec- 
lion  with  the  living  worid,  in  rehearfing  the  pangi» 
and  convulfions  that  will  probably  precede  the 
diffolutiori  of  the  human  form,  in  piercing  the  fu^ 
Bereal  gloom,  prying  ihto  the  fecrets  of  the  charne!* 
houfe,  viewing  the  fallen  body  in  all  the  periods  of 
Its  decay,  the  mouMeriiig  and  crumbUng  and  num- 
berlds  tranfmutations  of  the  conflituent  parts  of 
this  earthly  tabernacle,  the  lonefbme,  obfcure  and 
filent  fojoum  in  the  fepulchre,  in  calling  up  to  the 
fancy  the  region  of  fhadows,  the  land  of  fbrgetfut- 
nefs,  the  wide  dominion  of  die  dead,  when  the  long 
ftight  has  clofed  over  the  azure  Iky  in-  its  darkelt 
knd  deepeft  fbade,  and  making  theCe  fad  ideas  the 
conftant  companions  of  our  lives.  Tbas  would 
'withdraw  us  from  life  altogether  j  and  by  indiipoTing 
us  for  its  bufinefs  and  enjoyments,  would  be  mcohJ- 
iiftent  with  the  true  end  of  our  creation,  vwth  the 

views 
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views  of  the  creator,  who  has  appointed  us  to  a 
focial  and  bufy  life.     How  contumadoufly  and  un- 
gratefully fhould  we  thus  ad,  in  clofing  up  thole 
fources  of  fatisfaftion  and  pleafure  which  our  benign 
father  in  heaven  has  opened  and  prepared  for  our 
ufe  on  the  earth !    How  could  we  then  be  elated  in 
life  ?    How  fulfil  its  duties  ?    How  enjoy  its  goods 
and  accommodations  ?  How  patiently  and  refolutely 
bear  its  troubles  ?   And  how  foon  would  both  mind 
and  body  fink  beneath  fuch  gloomy  ideas,  and 
be  immerfed  in  a  (late  of  total  inaction  and  in- 
fenfibility,  or  in  corroding  forrow  and  grief!    No, 
fuch  a  preparation  for  death  is  not  fuggefted  to  us 
by  reafon ;  fuch  notions  of  it  have  no  foundation 
in  the  word  of  God.  Thou  (houldfl  indeed,  o  man,^ 
in  purfuance  of  their  advice,  never  be  unmindful 
of  thy  mortality,  frequently  confider  thy  latter  end, 
whether  in  thy  folitary  walks  or  in  the  filent  hour 
of  night,  when  deep  fleep  falleth  on  man,  when 
midnight  clofes  awful  all  the  world,  and  nought  in 
nature  is  awake  but  God  and  thee,  think  over  the 
terrors  of  that  houfe  which  is  appointed  for  all  liv- 
ing; never  entirely  banifh  thefe  ferious  thoughts 
from  thy  mind,  but  make  thyfelf  thoroughly  fami- 
liar with  them  and  by  the  light  of  religion  divefl 
them  of  that  gloomy,  terrifying  afpeft,  in  which 
apart  from  that  celeftial  comforter  they  cannot  fail 
to  appear.     But  we  fhould  chiefly  endeavour  to 
preferve  fuch  a  temper  of  mind  and  to  purfue  fuch 
a  conduct,  as  may  be  confolatory  and  foothing  when 

we 
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vre  are  drawing  towards  the  t&rm  of  our  es^Uf 
career,  when  our  feet  flumble  on  the  dark  moun- 
tains and  the  fhadows  of  the  everlafting  evening 
begin  to  clofe  over  our  head  and  we  defcry  the  ftate 
of  retribution  before  us.  This  is  the  befl,  the  fafeft 
preparation  for  death.  Thus  inay  we,  thus  fhould 
we  be  conftantly  preparing  and  making  ourfelves 
ready  for  that  momentous  event.  This  may  how* 
ever  be  done  without  any  an»ety,  it  may  be  done 
with  good  humour,  with  gaiety  of  mind,  it  H  con- 
fiftent  with  the  difchargjs  of  every  duty,  with  the 
enjoyment  of  every  harmlefs  gratification,  it  pro- 
motes our  prrfent  as  well  as  our  future  contentment 
and  happine&. 

Yes,  my  pious  hearers,  all  that  belongs  to  a 
rational  and  chriflian  preparation  for  death  may  be 
comprized  in  this  general  precept :  Immediately 
put  away,  and  uniformly  avoid,  whatever  has  a 
tendency  to  difquiet,  terrify,  difturb  thee  in  deaths 
and  pradife  now  and  henceforth  whatever  may  tend 
to  foothr,  to  confole,  to  ftrengthen,  to  refrefh  thee 
in  that  folemn  hour.  Let  us  next  proceed  tq.  exc 
amine  fomewhat  more  particularly  what  we  have  in 
this  deiign  to  avoid  and  to  do. 

Wouldft  thou  then  prepare  for  death,  my  chrif- 
tian  brother,  wouldft  thou  put  thyfelf  in  fuch  a 
frame  as  to  be  able  calmly  to  wait  his  arrival ;  fet 
thine  houfe  in  order  firil  by  adjufting  thy  temporal 
concerns,  by  thinking  and  determining,  what  difpo* 
lition  ihould  be  made  after  thy  death  of  thy  pro- 
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perty,  and  of  all  whereof  the  ufelhd  managemeitt 
is  not  indifferefit  to  thee,  and  over  which  thou  halt 
a  legitimate  difpofmg  power.    Haft  thou  hitherto 
negleded  this  bufinefs  from  careleflhdfs  or  from  the 
groundlefs  apprehenfion  of  thereby  adtelerating  thy 
latter  end,  do  it  at  prefent,   however  young,  or 
healthy  thou  mayft  be,  however  long  thou  mayfl 
yet  hope  to  live.    And  as  often  as  any  remarkable 
alterations  enfue  in  thy  outward  drcumftances,  thy 
relations  and  connefUons  with  others,  compare  the 
arrangements  thou  haft  made  with  them,  and  alter 
them  according  as  thefe  frefh  drcumftances  require. 
At  prefent  thou  canft  certainly  do  it,  but  how  un« 
certain  is  it,  whether  thou  wilt  be  able  to  do  it  in 
the  laft  days  or  hours  of  thy  life !    At  prefent  thou 
canft  do  it  calmly  and  with  all  due  deliberation  and 
regard  to  equity ;  but  then  perhaps  will  debility  of 
mind,  palpitation  of  heart,  pains  of  body,  a  mourn* 
fill  circle  of  friends  and  attendants  about  thy  bed, 
or  other  diftrading  drcumftances  oblige  thee  to 
overlook  many  things,  to  make  falfe  eftimates  of 
others,  and  to  perform  fome  contrary  to  thy  incli- 
nation.   And  how  much  difcord,  how  many  &ta! 
difputes  and  controverfies,  how  much  implacable 
rage  and  bittemefs  which  a  tedious  and  uncertain 
trial  at  law  never  fiails  to  create  and  inflame,  how 
many  fins  and  iniquities  mayft  thou  not  thereby 
prevent !    What  uneafmefs,  what  cares  mayft  thou 
fpare  thyfelf  in  thy  dying  moments !     How  much 
leis  reafon  wilt  thou  then  have  to  be  afraid  of  a  fudden 
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death,  and  how  much  eafier  will  it  be  at  thy  ap- 
proaching diffolution,  to  turn  all  thy  attention  upon 
thyfelf^  upon  thy  moral  condition^  upon  God  and 
futurity ! " 

Wouldft  thou  farther  prepare  for  death,  o  man, 
wouldft  thou  put  thyfelf  at  prefent  in  that  (late  in 
which  thou  needft  not  to  dread  his  arrival,  comply 
with  the  terms,  on  which  God  promifes  thee  par- 
don, forgivenefs  of  fins,  life  and  felicity,  and  com- 
ply with  them  immediately,  left  death  fhould  rufh 
upon  thee  unawares,  and  aflail  thee  with  all  his 
terrors.  Haft  thou  finned ;  repent  and  amend 
without  delay,  that  thy  fins  may  not  then  torment 
thee  and  then  not  threaten  thee  with  puniftiment, 
when  thou  haft  neither  time  to  reform,  nor  oppor- 
tunity and  means  to  prove  in  very  deed  the  fincerity 
of  thy  repentance  and  amendment.  Art  thou  ftill 
under  the  dominion  of  any  vice,  force  thyfelf  from 
the  infamous  bonds  in  which  thou  art  enthralled, 
renounce  thy  evil  luft,  thy  finful  paflion,  thy  illicit 
connexion,  thy  perverfe  propenfity,  that  thou  nt!ayft 
not  then  feel  the  whole  mifet-y  of  that  bondage  and 
flavery^  when  thou  haft  no  longer  any  power  to 
caft  oflF  their  galling  yoke,  and  rife  to  liberty.  Seek 
now  to  place  thyfelf  in  the  proper  relations  and 
habitudes  towards  God,  thy  fovereign  and  judge ; 
learn  to  know  and  to  revere  him  as  the  friend  and 
father  of  ihe  univerfe  ;  learn  to  love  him,  to  rejoice 
in  him,  to  obey  him,  to  centre  all  thy  hopes,  to  put 
thy  whole  truft  and  confidence  in  him:  that  the 
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thought  of  him  may  not  then  be  dreadful,  but  coo- 
foling  to  thee,  that  even  in  death  thou  mayft  refign 
thyfelf  to  him  with  filial  confidence,  and  promife 
thyfelf  from  him  every  good  that  infinite  benignity 
and  wifdom  can  contrive  and  almighty  power  can 
beflow.  —  Open  at  prefent  all  the  avenues  of  thy 
heart  to  chriftian  fentiments  and  virtues,  exercife 
and  confirm  thyfelf  in  them  progreffively  more  from 
day  to  day,  that  they  may  not  then  reftife  thee  their 
aififtance,  when  thou  art  moft  in  need  of  comfort 
and  refrefhment,  that  they  may  teach  thee  to  over« 
come  all  the  ternors  of  death  and  the  grave.  Call 
thyfelf  often  to  account,  judge  thyfelf,  and  that  with 
the  utmoft  impartiality  and  rigour,  that  thou  need 
not  then  to  be  afraid  of  being  judged  and  condemned 
by  thy  own  confcience  and  at  the  judgment-feat  of 
God.  Make  religion  at  prefent  thy  moft  valued 
.  friend,  thy  conflant  companion  on  the  journey  of 
Kfe,  that  fhe  may  not  then  retire  from  thee,  or  be 
a  terror  to  thy  mind,  but  thy  comforter,  thy  guide 
along  the  dark  and  dreary  flrait  of  death.  To  be 
brief,  do  that  now,  which  fuch  numbers  intend  to 
do  but  not  till  the  laft  days  or  hours  of  their  life, 
and  for  which  they  will  then  have  neither  time  nor 
ftrength.  Secure  to  thyfelf  at  prefent  by  repentance 
and  amendment,  by  a  virtuous,  pious  life  the  favour 
and  complacency  of  God  and  the  hope  of  future 
felicity;  and  when  thou  art  fure  of  thefe,  when 
thou  haft  once  fettled  thefe  ferious  concerns,  when 
thou  haft  a  propitious  God,  a  quiet  confcience,  a 
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corre£led,  pious  heart,  when  thou  haft  a  capacity  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  fuperior,  more  blefled  life,  then 
will  death  never  come  upon  thee  unprepared,  then 
mayft  thou  without  any  anxiety  about  farther  pre- 
paration boldly  anfwer  to  his  fummons,  in  whatever 
place,  at  whatever  time,  in  whatever  circumftances 
he  may  dired  it  to  thee. 

If  thirdly  thou  wouldft  prepare  for  death,  if  thou 
wouldft  caufe  the  evening  of  thy  days  to  fmile,  and 
the  ftream  of  life  to  run  clear  to  the  end,  moderate 
thy  attachment  to  earthly  and  vifible  things.  No- 
thing arms  death,  inafmuch  as  he  puts  a  period  to 
the  prefent  fcene,  with  more  terrors  than  an  excef- 
(ive  attachment  to  the  bufinefs  or  the  pleafures  of 
the  world.  He  that  is  entirely  immerfed  in  them, 
that  lets  them  occupy  and  engrofs  his  whole  atten- 
tion ;  he  that  feeks  no  other  happinefs  than  what 
the  world  can  yield ;  he  that  places  his  efteem  and 
aifedion  on  periftiable  objefts,  as  though  they  w^ere 
incorruptible ;  he  that  relies  upon  the  arm  of  flefh^ 
fixes  his  dependance  on  mortal  man,  as  though  he 
were  not  mortal :  what  will  he  do  when  God  calls 
him  henee ;  how  will  his  clofing  eye  contemplate 
the  pomp  and  glitter  of  life,  the  evil  of  avarice,  the 
turmoil  of  ambition,  and  all  that  round  of  vanity 
with  which  he  is  now  enchanted?  How  can  he 
without  anguifli  and  terror  behold  the  moment 
approach,  when  time  and  earth  and  day  and  plea- 
fure  fly  from  every  fenfe,  the  moment  that  fevers 
kirn  for  ever  from  ail  that  he  holds  moft  dear  ? 
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What  hard  ftruggles  muft  it  coft  him  to  part  with 
thofe  objeds  to  which  he  clings  fo  clofe,  and  which 
he  has  in  a  manner  made  neceflfary,  eflential  parts 
of  himfelf!  Therefore  moderate  your  attachment 
to  earthly  things,  ufe  this,  world,  as  not  abuflng  it ; 
let  not  the  bufmefs  or  the  pleafures  of  it  take  hold 
of  your  heart,  make  them  not  effential  to  your  hap- 
pinefs,  lit  loofe  to  them,  remember  that  the  fafliion 
of  this  world  pafTes  away,  and  that  death  foon  drops 
the  curtain  to  the  fcene,  which  no  wife  man  would 
wifli  to  laft  for  even  Therefore,  while  ftill  in  the 
prime  of  life,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  your  health 
and  faculties,  your  friends  and  your  pofleflions, 
moderate  even  then  your  attachment  to  earthly  and 
vifible  thihgs.  You  promife  yourfelves  a  length  of 
happy  days,  and  think  that  fober  and  grave  reflec- 
tions on  mortality  are  ill-fuited  to  the  bloom  of 
your  years  and  the  gaiety  of  your  fplrits.  Let  the 
old,  you  fay,  tliink  upon  death  ;  let  thofe  who  are 
drawing  nigh  to  the  grave,  prepare  for  that  better 
world  to  which  they  are  advancing ;  but  fure  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  young  and  gay  to  make  the  moft  of 
life.  —  True ;  and  in  order  to  make  the  moft  of  life, 
you  muft  conquer  the  fear  of  death.  The  king  of 
terrors,  when  not  fubdued,  is  the  moft  formidable 
of  all  foes.  In  every  path  of  life  he  will  meet  you, 
.  and  haunt  you  like  a  ghoft.  Even  at  the  banquet 
his  form  will  appear :  he  will  blaft  you  in  the  midft 
of  your  joy,  and  turn  the  houfe  of  mirth  into  a 
houfe  of  mourning,    Prefume  not  upon  forbearance 
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from  the  deftroyer.  Never  pronxife  thyfelf  more 
from  tranfitory  things,  than  they  are  able  to  aflFord. 
Seek  not  thy  principal,  thy  permanent  happinefs 
there,  where  never  yet  any  mortal  has  found  it  and 
none  will  ever  find  it.  Let  no  ties  entangle  thee, 
which  will  hereafter  be  diiTolved,  and  the  diffolution 
whereof  muft  the  more  cruelly  pain  thee,  more 
mangle  thy  apprehenfive  tendereft  parts  the  more 
intimately  they  have  been  implicated  as  it  were  in 
thy  whole  mafs  of  exiftence,  intermingled  with  all 
thy  joys  and  forrows,  thy  views  and  expeftationa. 
"Never  forget  the  inconftancy  and  the  frailty  of  all  ter- 
reftrial  objeds.  Pluck  the  flowers  thou  meeteft  on 
the  journey  of  life,  but  require  not  that  they  ihould 
never  fade.  Enjoy  the  innocent  gratifications  -that 
offer  themfelves  to  thee,  but  indulge  not  the  fond 
hope  that  they  will  laft  for  ever.  Sometimes  figure 
to  thy  mind  the  always  poflible,  probably  near,  and 
fooner  or  later  inevitable  privation  of  all  thefe  objeds. 
Begin  thy  purfuit  betimes,  continue  inceflantly  to 
purfue  attainments,  diftinftions,  fatisfaSions,  that 
may  compenfate  their  lofs  and  which  are  of  peren- 
nial duration.  Indulge  not  indolent  repofe :  up, 
up,  thou  traveller,  this  is  not  thy  reft.  No,  here 
is  not  the  place  of  my  deftination,  here  I  have  no 
abiding  city,  here  I  am  only  a  ftranger  and  fojoumer, 
here  I  walk  amongft  fleeting  forms  and  fhadows, 
trample  on  the  aflxes  of  my  brethren,  on  the  ruin^ 
of  the  former  world,  poflefs  only  tranfitory  goods, 
enjpy  only  tranfient  delights,  aft  pnly  upon  mortal 
beings,  am  mortal  myfelf,  am  today  and  perhaps 
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tomorrow  (hall  be  no  more.  Here  ail  is  teeixung  with 
prodigious  changes  and  revolutions,  all  is  fubjed  to 
diiTolution.  No,  the  abode  of  truth  is  in  a  loftier 
region  ;  the  place  of  my  deftinadon,  my  real  coim- 
try  is  in  the  heavens.  I  am  bom  from  above ;  I 
derive  my  defcent  from  the  everlafting  father,  and 
retain  a  confcious  fenfe  of  my  divine  original,  my 
home  is  the  country  of  eternal  day,  of  clear  un- 
clouded light.  Thither  will  I  tend,  for  that  will  I 
qualify  myfelf.  In  regard  to  what  is  earthly,  I  will 
fo  rejoice  in  it  as  though  I  rejoiced  not,  fo  be  dif- 
turbed  at  it  as  though  I  were  not  difturbed, 
and  fo  ufe  the  world  as  though  I  ufed  it  not. 
Yes,  make  thyfelf  familiar  with  thefe  thoughts, 
o  thou  who  wouldft  prepare  for  the  clofing  fcene  of 
thy  life.  This  will  make  thee  indifferent  neither  to 
thy  pofTcflions,  nor  to  thy  pleafures,  nor  to  thy 
friends ;  but  thou  wilt  learn  to  hold  them  for  what 
they  are,  for  entrufted  goods,  for  unliable,  fleeting 
pleafures,  for  mortal  friends ;  and  then,  when  they 
are  demanded  back  by  him  who  lent  them  to  thee, 
it  will  be  the  lefs  furpriiing,  the  lefs  alarming  to 
thcc,  the  lefs  thou  hadft  laid  thy  account  in  an 
undid urbed  or  long  pofleflion  of  them.  If  the 
voluptuary  at  his  death  feels  the  pangs  of  one  who 
is  torn  from  his  country,  his  family  and  friends, 
from  all  that  he  reveres  and  loves,  thou,  more  wifely 
determined,  wilt  only  feel,  what  the  traveller  feels, 
who  fets  out  from  an  inn,  where  he  has  made  a 
(hort,  but  agreeable  (lay,  to  profecute  his  journey 
home. 
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Wouldft  thou  prepare  for  death,  wouldft  thou 
put  thyfelf  in   that  frame  and  temper  of  mind, 
which  may  enable  thee  manfully  to  expert  it,  be- 
ware fourthly  above  all  things,  of  whatever  may 
difquiet  thee  in  the  hour  of  death,  whatever  would 
then  torment  thee  with  upbraidings  and  fruitlefs 
remorfe.     Think,  fpeak,  do  nothing,  which  thou 
wouldft  then  wi(h  thou  hadft  not  thought,not  fpoken, 
not  done.     Engage  in  no  affairs,  in  no  undertakr 
ings,  in  no  connections,  which  thou  then  couldlt  not 
approve,  or  of  which  thou  then  muit  be  aihamed. 
Enjoy  nofatisfadion,  no  plealure  which  thou  ihouldft 
then  not  recoiled  without  confufion  and  remorfe. 
Rejeft  every  advantage,  every  poffeflion,  every  trea- 
fure,  which  thou  wilt  then  be  forced  to  own  was 
unlawfully  acquired.   Beware  of  injuring,  of  wrong- 
ing, of  oppreffmg,  of  corrupting  thy  brethren,  or 
of  l-endering  them  by  any  means  wretched  and  un- 
happy, that  in  the  folemn*  hour  of  death  thefe  in- 
jured, thefe  oppreffed,  thefe  corrupt,  thefe  miferabie 
beings  may  not  prefent  themfelves  to  thy  affrighted 
mind,    and  harafs  thee  with  accufations  and  re- 
proaches.    Burden  not  thy  foul  with  the  fighs  of 
the  widow  and  orphan,  with  the  tears  of  the  poor 
and  needy,  with  the  lamentations  of  the  diftreffed, 
that  in  thy  dying  moments  their  voice  may  not  be 
lifted  up  againft  thee  in  menaces  of  puniihment  and 
vengeance.     Beware  of  wilfully  violating  the  facred 
obligations  of  a  fpoufe,  of  a  father,  a  mother  of  a 
family,  of  a  friend,  of  a  fubjed  j  beware  of  being 
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the  feducer,  the  corrupter  of  thy  family  and  depend- 
ants, or  by  thy  negligence  and  mifcondud  of 
weakening  and  undermining  their  welfare,  if  thou 
wouldft  not  be  afflifted  at  the  fight  and  the  prefence 
of  them  in  thy  laft  hours,  if  thou  wouldft  avoid  the 
agonies  it  will  then  bring  upon  thee.  Be  blamelefs 
therefore  and  harmlefs  in  the  general  tenor  of  your 
life.  Keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence  towards 
God  and  towards  man.  Let  not  the  fun  go  down 
upon  one  unrepented  fin.  Make  it  your  bufinefe 
every  night  to  review  the  aftions  of  the  foregoing 
day.  If  through  the  frailty  of  nature  or  the  force  of 
temptation  you  have  finned  againft  God,  proftrate 
yourfelves  before  the  throne  of  grace,  afe  pardon 
through  Chrift.  As  you  would  not  wifli  to  your- 
felves diftrefs  and  anguifli  and  tribulation  at  the  day 
of  death ;  as  you  would  not  wiQi  to  bring  down 
your  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave,  beware  of 
perfifting  in  a  courfe  of  unrepented  fin.  Let  me 
remind  you,  that  a  good  life  is  the  beft  preparation 
,  for  death.  You  may  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim  con- 
firmed by  univerfal  experience,  that  every  man  cjies 
as  he  lives ;  and  it  is  by  the  general  tenour  of  life, 
not  a  particular,  frame  of  mind  at  the  hour  of  death, 
that  we  are  to  be  judged  at  the  tribunal  of  heaven. 
Regulate  your  life  then  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you 
may  not  be  pained  at  the  retrofpeft  of  it,  that  you 
may  not  he  tormented  by  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe  : 
Surrounded  by  the  fad  circle  of  my  friends  and 
attendants,  I  read  in  their  trembling  looks  that  all 
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is  over  with  me,  that  my  hour  is  come.  And  what 
is  become  of  my  life,  I  have  wafted,  fquandered, 
fooled  it  away  in  follies  and  fins ;  and  now  all  the 
loft  days  and  hours  of  my  life  rife  up  in  judgment 
againft  me :  what  have  I  left  but  the  unavailing  wiffi 
that  they  would  return,  they  are  loft  to  me,  for 
ever  loft ;  now  am  I  forced  to  eat  the  bitter  fruit  of 
my  follies  and  fins.  As  thou  wouldft  wifli  that  thefe 
thoughts  fliould  not  one  day  torment  thee,  o  man, 
confider  at  prefent  all  that  thou  doft  or  doft  not, 
in  that  point  of  view,  in  which  it  will  then  appear 
to  thee.  Commune  with  thyfelf :  How  fliall  I  then 
judge  of  earthly  things,  how  be  difpofed  towards 
them,  when  I  am  about  to  leave  them  and  to  give 
an  account  to  the  judge  of  the  world  of  the  ufe  I 
have  made  of  them  ?  How  fhall  I  then  view  and 
judge  of  this  gratification,  this  pleafure,  this  advan- 
tage, this  enterprife,  this^  a6tion,  when  the  cold 
fweat  and  fliivering  limbs  and  faltering  voice  inform 
me  that  death  is  at  hand,  when  I  am  ftanding  on 
the  threfhold  of  eternity,  when  the  illufion  vanifhes 
that  was  fpread  upon  all  terreftrial  excellence,  all 
outward  diftinftions,  all  luxury  and  pomp,  when  I 
am  paffing  into  that  ftate,  where  every  one  fhall  be 
recompenfed  according  to  his  works  ?  What  fhall 
I  then  wifh  to  have  done  or  not  done  ?  He  who 
thus  communes  with  himfelf,  my  dear  friends, 
while  yet  in  the  vigour  of  life,  in  the  funfhine  of 
jwofperity,  even  now  contemplates  the  objefts  of 
fenfe  and  the  a&ions  of  men  with  the  fober  difcem- 

ment 
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ment  and  the  impartial  view  of  a  dying  man,  how 
juftly  will  he  judge!  How  rationally  and  wifely 
chnfe !  How  virtuoufly  aft !  How  much  torment^ 
ing,  frultlefs  remorfe  will  he  fpare  himfelf !  What 
an  unfpotted  confdence,  what  calm  repofe,  what  a 
cheerful  review  of  his  paft  life  will  he  lay  up  for 
himfelf  at  his  laft  hour ! 

Wouldfl  thou  fifthly  prepare  for  the  arrival  of 
death,  my  chriftian  brother,  wouldft  thou  put  thy- 
felf  in  that  frame  of  mind,  in  which  thou  mayft 
cxpeft  it  undifmayed,  do  at  prefent,  do  conftantly 
all  that  has  a  tendency  to  foothe  and  cheer  thee 
then.  Make  it  thy  bufniefs  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  thy  life,  to  treafure  up  thofe  feveral  fatisfadions 
which  are  adapted  to  refrelh  and  to  cheer  thee  in 
death :  the  fatisfadion  of  duty  faithfully  fulfilled, 
the  fatisfaftion  of  righteoufnefs  and  mercy,  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  remarkable  progrefs  in  good  and  ad- 
vancement towards  perfeftion,  the  fatisfafdon  of  an 
innocent,  virtuous,  godly  life.  If  thefe  fatisfa£Uons 
hover  round  thy  death-bed  and  foothe  thy  dying 
heart,  how  eafy  will  it  be  to  thee  to  chafe  away  the 
terrors  of  death  and  the  grave !  How  grateful  will 
they  render  the  rctrofpeft  of  the  paft  and  how  hope- 
ful the  profpeft  of  the  future !  Yes,  my  dear  friends, 
what  a  comfort,  what  a  joy  mud  it  then  be,  to  have 
difcharged  our  obligations,  worthily  maintained  our 
poft,  faithfully  executed  our  truft,  completed  our 
talk  and  all  this  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fenfe  of  our  failings  and  imperfedions, 

we 
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we  may  afiure  ourfelves  of  the  approbation  and 
complacency  of  that  God,  who  enjoined  us  thofe 
duties,  afligned  us  that  pod,  committed  to  us  that 
truft,  fet  us  that  talk!  What  a  comfort,  what  a 
joy  muft  it  then  be  to  us,  to  fee  our  children,  de- 
pendants, fcholars,   friends  around  us,  whom  we 

'  have  trained  to  wifdom  and  to  virtue,  >lirhom  we 
have  taught  to  know  and  to  love  God,  whom  we 
have  conduced  to  the  path  of  happinefs  and  en- 
couraged in  purfuing  it,  whom  we  have  preceded 
with  the  light  of  our  example,  as  a  pattern  to  fol- 
low,  in  whofe  hearts  we  have  thus  ercded  a  monu- 
ment more  durable  than  brafs !  What  a  comfort, 
what  a  joy  muft  it  then  be,  to  recoiled  with  humble 
gratitude  to  God,  the  many  poor  that  we  have  re- 
lieved, the  many  wretched  and  forlorn  whom  we 
have  fuccoured,  the  many  mourners  whom  we  have 
comforted,  the  many  wanderers  whom  we  have  re- 
claimed, the  many  weak  whom  we  have  fupported, 
the  many  good,  ufeful  inftitutions  that  we  have 
encouraged,  and  to  enjoy  already  by  anticipation 
the  fruits  that  we  are  now  about  to  reap  from  our 
humanity,  from  our  charity !  Oh  how  eafy,  how 
pleafant  mud  this  render  a  man's  paifage  into  the 
future  ftate  of  being !     How  qualified  for  it  muft 

y  he  be,  on  having  accumulated  a  fund  of  fuch  com- 
forts, fuch  joys,  every  day,  every  hour  of  his  life ! 
Wherefore  be  diligent  in  coUefting,  in  preparing 
for  thyfelf  fuch  confolations  and  joys,  as  thou  wouldft 
wiih  hereafter  to  di6  with  ferenity  of  mind  and 

tranquillity 
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tranquillity  of  heart.  Let  it  make  thy  zeal  In  riglK. 
teoufnefs  and  mercy  every  day  lefs  liable  to  wax 
cold.  Say  to  thyfelf,  when  tempted  to  indolence : 
Nay  but  this  good,  pious  aft,  this  work  of  chriftian 
charity,  this  facrifice  for  others  will  however  rejoice^ 
me  on  my  death-bed !  What  I  now  do  or  fufFer 
from  the  love  of  God  and  man,  will  then  foothe 
and  refrefti  me,  when  neither  riches,  nor  the  plea- 
fures  of  fenfe,  nor  mortal  man  can  cheer  and  con- 
fole  me  more  !  No,  the  laft  fcene  of  my  life  is  too 
ferious  and  its  confequences  too  momentous,  for  me 
to  negleft  purpofely  anything  that  has  a  tendency 
then  to  revive  and  refrefli  my  drooping  fpirits. 

Wouldft  thou  finally,  o  man,  prepare  for  that 
folemn  fcene  and  manfully  fee  its  approach,  make 
thyfelf  previoufly  always  more  acquainted  and  con- 
verfant  with  thofe  maxims  of  wifdom  and  religion 
which  fhew  thee  death  in  the  proper  point  of  view 
and  tend  to  deprive  him  of  his  terrprs.  Learn  to 
know  him  in  that  form,  which  he  wears  in  the  eyes 
of  the  wife  man  and  the  chri(tian,  in  that  form  which 
Jefus  has  given  him  by  his  gofpel  and  by  his  refur- 
reftion  from  the  dead.  In  any  other  form  he  is 
unqueftionably  of  all  horrible  objefts  the  mod  hor- 
rible :  the  deftroyer  of  life,  of  joy,  of  happijaefs, 
the  termination  of  exiftence,  or  the  harbinger  of  a 
long,  lengthening,  viewlefs  fucceflion  of  woe.  Yes, 
to  the  man  who  knows  not  God,  from  whom  the 
true  defign  of  his  creation  is  concealed,  to  whofe 
eyes  futurity  fpreads  dark  and  dycary  round  hiiji, 

who 
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\vho  goes  onward  to  the  tomb  as  to  his  everlafting 
abode ;  to  the  man  entirely  depraved  by  fins  and 
iniquities,  and  who  trembles  at,  the  idea  of  a  judg- 
ment and  a  ftate  of  retribution,  to  him  death,  muft 
appear  in  the  mod  terrific  form.  But  to  the  wife 
man,  to  the  chriftian  this  is  not  the  form  he  wears. 
To  him  he  prefents  himfelf  as  the  efcort  to  a  fupe- 
rior,  better  life,  as  the  conduftor  to  greater  perfec- 
*.tion.  To  him  he  appear§  as  the  meffenger  of  peace, 
•  who  puts  an  end  to  all  tTie  troubles  and  afflidions, 
*Jthe  •  inconveniences  and  temptations  of  life,  to  all 
She  conflicts  with  himfelf  and  the  world,  and  leads 
him  to  reft,  to  triumph,  to  the  reward  of  his  fidelity, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  more  refined  fatisfaftions  and 
happinefs.  To  him  he  brings  the  gracious  fummons 
of  his  heavenly  father,  which  calls  him  to  him,  to 
his  nearer  intercourfe,  from  his  toilfome  and  dan- 
gerous pilgrimage  to  his  abiding  home.  From  him 
death  raviflies  notliing  for  which  he  will  not  be  more 
than  indemnified.  Him  he  feparates  not  for  ever 
from  what  really  merited  his  efteem  and  afFedion. 
To  him  he  holds  out  no  menace  of  an  auftere  judge, 
of  any  punifliment,  of  any  mifery.  To  his  view  he 
unfolds  the  moft  brilliant  profpecls  in  that  kingdom 
whofe  foundations  are  on  the  everlafting  hills,  the 
kingdom  of  light,  of  love,  of  felicity.  Him  he  con- 
veys to  the  captain  of  his  falvation,  who  once  died 
and  rofe  again  from  the  dead  for  him,  and  who  is 
now  lord  of  both  the  living  and  the  dead,  and 
gathers  to  him  all  thofe  who  have  rcfigned  them- 

felves 
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felves  to  his  guidance  to  make  them  partakers  m  his 
life  and  in  his  gloiy.  As  thou  wouldft  then  have 
death  to  appear  to  thee  in  this  defirable  form,  aa 
thou  wouldft  make  thyfelf  ready  for  his  arriTal  as 
for  the  arrival  of  a  friend,  be  from  the  bottom  of 
thy  heart  a  chrifUan,  make  thyfelf  continually  better 
acquainted  with  -the  doctrines  of  chriftianity, 
flrengthen  thy  f^th  more  and  more  in  its  proniifesy 
form  thyfelf  more  completely  upon  its  fpirit  fromU 
day  to  day,  adher;;  always  more  clofely  to  Jefus,  | 
precurfor  and  guicic,  gain  daily  a  nearer  afliinila^ 
with  him,  then  wilt  thou  have  in  him  a  pow 
prote£tor  in  death  and  Jn  the  imfeen  worlds 
wilt  ndther  anxioufly  dread  the  lofs  of  the  | 
nor  the  obfcurities  of  the  future,  and  trlumJ 
exclaim  with  his  votaries: 
fting  ?  Grave,  where ^H^^^Hj^H  Dea 
fwallowed  up  in  viftor^^^^^^^^^^KjGod,! 
has  given  us  the  vict^^^^^^^^^^Hp^^ 
Chrift !  ^^^^^__ 

This,  tny  dear  friends^^^^^^^^Hj^hod  1 
fetting  our  houfe  in  order,  iir|iMp|nB>jfftniT  iii  i1  in 
ready  for  death.     Thus  iJiould  oiir  whole  life  bo  ^ 
conftantj  manly  preparation  for  "J 
fettled  our  temporal  affairs;  have"'*! 
conditions,  whereon  God  proniifcs  i 
^venefs  of  fins  and  eternal  felicity  ;  d9 
our  attachment  to  what  is  terreftrial  affl 
do  we  regularly  avoid  whatever  might  diftui^  us  in 
the  hour  of  death,  and  torment  us  with  reproaches 
9  and 


^ 
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and  remorfe  ;  do  we  diligently  purfue  always  what- 
ever may  then  foothe  and  refrefli  us ;  do  we  ftudy 
,as  chriilians  to  contemplate  death  from  the  proper 
f'  point  of  view  and  to  hold  it  for  that,  which  it  is : 
then  let  the  awful  mandate  iflue  forth  from  the 
almighty  arbiter  of  life  and  death,  let  the  voice : 
Set  thine  houfe  in  order ;  thou  mull  die,  refound  in 
our  ears,  fooner  or  later,  today  or  tomorrow,  while 
engaged  in  our  ads  of  devotion,  or  in  the  affairs  of 
our  calling,  or  in  our  pleal'ures,  fhould  thefe  eyes 
never  open  upon  the  light  of  another  day,  it  will  be 
^  never  formidable  to  us,  never  nifli  upon  us  un- 
awares, never  go  forth  to  us  at  an  inconvenient 
hour,  always  fliall  we  be  able  manfully  to  obey  the 
fummons,  to  advance  to  the  tomb  with  that  grace 
and  decorum  which  become  our  rational  and  im- 
mortal nature,  and  prefs  onward  through  death  into 
life  eternal.     Amen. 
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IN    A    LKTTKR  .mOX 

Mr.  christian  GARVE, 
to  a  friend  at  le^psic. 


VOL.  II.  V  F 


T  SIT  down  to  recreate  my  mind  with  the  lively 
'*  recolle£Uons  of  a  worthy  friend  whom  I  have 
loft,  in  hopes  of  prefenting  to  my  view,  and  if  I 
fucceed,  to  that  of  the  public,  a  faithful  delineation 
of  his  charaAer.  What  is  more  natural,  than  to 
dired  my  thoughts  on  this  occafion  to  another 
friend  *,  whom  I  ftill  poffefs,  who  loved  equally 
with  myfelf  the  former  of  whom  I  am  bereaved, 
who  knew  him  longer  than  I  did,  and  who  fir|k 
brought  about  the  union  between  J^m  and  me? 
In  devoting  this  flcetch  immediately  to  you,  my  dear 
WeiiTe,  I  deprive  the  meditations  that  will  necefla^ 
lily  engage  my  thoughts  of  fome  portion  of  their 
melancholy  imprefCon  on  my  foul,  and  at  thfe 
fame  time  I  encourage  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of 
rendering  the  likenefs  as  corred  as  poilible.  On 
one  hand  1  confider  that  I  have  yet  a  friend,  who 
is  likewife  generally  allowed  to  poffefs  eminent  qua- 
lities both  of  mind  and  heart.  In  him  I  have  on 
the  other  a  competent  judge  of  this  my  attempt : 
fuid  I  (hall  exert  myfelf  fo  much  the  more,  to 
adhere  ftriftly  to  the  truth,  as  the  picture  I  draw 
is  firft  to  be  prefented  to  one  who  knew  the  original 
fo  well,  r— 

•  Mr.  Chriftian  Felix  Wciffe,  receiver  general  of  the  taxes 
for  the  circle  of  Upper  Saxoayi  v^pll  known  by  his  numerous 
works  of  erudition  and  tade. 

P  P  2  It. 
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Itjs  not  my  intention  to  meddle  .with  the  biogra* 
phy  of  Zollikofer,  as  being  too  imperfeftly  known 
to  me,  and  as  the  worthy  editor  of  his  poflhumous 
writings  appointed  by  himfelf  is  far  better  qualified 
for  the  talk.  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  folely  to  what 
I  have  been  able  to  gather  from  my  perfonal  inter- 
*courfe  with  him  and  from  the  diligent  perufal  of  his 
writings,  concerning  the  peculiarities  of  his  gemus 
and  of  his  charaftcr. 

■    ■  ■  r 

Ail  the  qualities  of  this  man  partook  fomewhat 
of  privacy  and  retirement,  but  were  therefore  the 
more  fubftantial.  In  his  exterior  no  one  in  parti- 
cular of  his  good  qualities  was  difcemible  to  any 
extraordinary  degree  \  but  only  the  refult  of  all,  — 
fedatenefs  and  compofure.  He  felt  deeply,  and  had 
a  cold  appearance.  He  thought  much,  and  was 
Jaciturn.  He  was  extremely  benevolent,  and  not 
obtrufive  in  his  kindnefs.  The  fuperficial  obferver 
Yaw  nothing  in  him  except  a  certain  decorum,  wljich 
infpired  refpeft,  but  announced  no  great  internal 
aftivity.  On  a  clofer  infpedion  his  mind  was  feen 
to  be  ever  at  work,  and  his  heart  conftantly  agitated 

« 

by  lively  emotions  and  even  by  paffions; 

Into  what  a  profound  melancholy  did  Zollikofer 
fall  on  the  death  of  his  firfl  wife !  How  thoroughly 
was  he  captivated  by  the  new  rifing  affection !  Who 
would  have  fufpefted  in  him  fuch  a  tender  fuf- 
ceptibility  of  heart  ? 

Thus  likewife  burnt  inwardly  the  fire  of  friend- 
fhip,  though  it  rarely  burft  out  into  a  flame.     He 

could 
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could  pafs  along  time  without  eiitertauning  i  wifli  to, 
fee  the  perfons  he  dearly  loved;-  he  douldjin  theuT: 
abfence,  endure  a  long  fufpenfiondf  all  epHlobary/ 
correfpondence  between  them.;  i'Bu<  he  wasaU  tjic; 
while  ready  to  do  them  the  :nio{t  laborious  feiv* 
vices;  and,  whenever  he  was  called  tipon»  r^l^lied 
his  utmoft  zeal  and  ability ,  to  their  benefit  or  i^t; 
pleafure.  >"     -        .      vj  '    7 

Such  were  all  his  pafliohs,  even  his  thirft 'of 
knowledge :  in  their  outward  appearances  moderate,, 
calm,  bordering  on  coldnefs  ;  but ,  in  their  intrinfic- 
efEcacy  vefaftment,  laftmg  and  continued.  /  •  .  :  .  . 

Nobody  that  I  was  ever  yet  acquainted  .with,  has 
had  that  conliflency  of  character  which  Cicero  before 
all  things  requires  of  a  virtuous  man,  in  (b  eminent 
a  degree 'as  Zolhkafen  .;  ^(JVlth.what  ia  oalfed.liun 
moQr  or  caprice  he  was  totaUyri  vnacqMau^De^ 
Ndther  his  countenance  nor  his  demeanour  ih^W^d 
any  alteration  one  day  more,  than. .another- ^  H^ 
was  not  lat  one^'vifit  conv^fible'aiukattentiyefj.i^l 
another  abfent  and  penfivis;  '  He  B^as  not'ifound  al 
one  time  difpofed  t^  efFdfion«i  of  the  heart, -at  ano- 
ther time  to  referMer  Atc^all  timeshe  was  theifiune^ 
always  in  the  middle  -w^  always  iutulerthe-.gpoaremf 
ment  of'reafon,  alwa^f^in^'cekain/e^p^ife  ofrius 
affedions,      ■  ■"  ■  a;  .v  J  !r;i  li-  i.  [  v.j     ^  ], 

This  wis  owing  in  a  gwaic:ttieafun9:i{»  hi&  being 
free  from  the  ambition  ic^ihining ion  the  fpetby  any 
of  his  gccKi  qualities.  . He  feemed  never  po  'imk^:^ 
the  fubjed  of  his  thoughts  hkiw  he  mig^t. appear,  tp 
'  •  •  p  p  3  others: 
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Others  t  he  vas  only  intent  on  what  he  was  deter« 
mined  to  be.  When  he  had  nothing  more  to  fay,  he 
thought  it  no  difgrace  to  be  filent.  He  never  held 
it  his  duty  to  be'  lavifh  in  complaifance  on  every 
occafion :  but  if  in  the  courfe  of  the  cenverfationy 
any  true  fentiment  occurred  which  at  the  Dune  time 
might  prove  agreeable^  he  uttered  it  with  propriety 
and  evident  complacency. 

Peribns,  who  are  fond  of  being  every  day  in 
-company,  and  make  a  bufinefs  of  converfalion^ 
would  find  fuch  a  man  not  fufficientJy  entertaining. 
They  are  wont  to  regard  it  as  an  important  duty  of 
ibciety,  never  to  let  the  converfation  flag.  "Without 
doubt  that  fprightUnefs  of  mind  is  aa  additiona! 
perfedion,  which  allows  the  man  of  ^bufinefs  even 
in  his  hours  of  relaxation  a  certain  effort  to  becomes 
agf^eeable  to  others,  without  detriment  to  the  exer« 
lion  required  in  the  tranfa£tion  of  his  affairs.  Even 
^e  ddire  of  plcafing,  if  it  do  not  exceed  the  proper 
bounds,  inafmuch  as  it  renders  a  man  more  alert 
fai  contributing  to  the  pleafure  of  others,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  merit.  •— ^  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
equally  true,  that  a  man,  who  like  Zollikofer  ap» 
peaxs  before  the  public,  and  acquires  the  approba- 
tion and  gratitude  of  the  wh(^  fociety  in  which  he 
lives,  by  his  ufefiil  labours,  can  more  eafily  difpenfe 
fvith  the  petty  gratifkalions  of  ambition  which  his 
capacities  would  procure  him  in  more  contracted 
efiemblies,  if  he  took  the  pains  to  difplay  them.  «-^ 
However,,  as  this  feature  of  Zollikofer's  character 

was 
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was  conne&ed  vdth  the  reft  of  his  behayiour :  we 

may  fafely  admit  it  as  the  fign  of  a  mind  at  eafe, 

•        ,  

above  the  fway  of  fordid  paffions,  which  is  then  only 
briflcly  moved,  when  it  has  fome  objed  to  attain, 
and  fubfides  into  reft  when  it  has  Jiothing  to  expeft 
that  is  worthy  of  it* 

It  has  never  been  my  fortune  to  take  notice  of  a 
perfon  who  had  arrived  at  equal  perfe£tion  with 
ZoUikofer  in  his  thoughts  and  in  his  labours.  There 
was  in  him  an^  argumentative  mind,  a  talent  of  nice 
difcemment  in  matters  relating  to  human  actions 
and  failings ;  a  found  and  vigorous  judgment ;  the 
faculty  of  imfolding  his  thoughts  with  perfpicuity ; 
the  talent  of  a  really  exquifite  tafte  in  literary  com- . 
pofition*  But  thefe  feveral  capacities  were  not 
completely  expanded  by  the  education  he  received* 
His  ftudies  and  his  models  were  not  the  moft  perfed. 
The  firft  fermons  that  I  heard  him  deliver,  compofed 
in  his  early  years,  ftill  retained  fome  borrowed  ideas, 
not  of  his  own  original  conception,  —  a  verboie 
manner  of  expreffion.  They  always  differed  from 
the  general  run  of  pulpit  difcourfes ;  but  they  did 
not  fix  the  attention,  —  did  not  yield,  information 
in  the  fame  degree  as  Zollikofer  was  capable  of 
fixing  the  attention  and  of  giving  information^ 
Yet  even  then  his  fermons  improved  upon  me  from 
year  to  year  both  in  matter  and  in  delivery,  in  genius 
and  in  didion.  Since  the  time  of  my  firft  intimacy 
with  him,  when  I  confequently  began  to  obferva 
him  more  clofely,  how  much  more  abundant  wa$ 
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his  moral  inftruftion  become,  how  much  purer  and 
more  compreffed  his  ftyle.  —  This  cultivation  of  his 
genius  he  never  ceafed  to  continue  till  the  laft  day 
of  his  life. 

« 

in  his  moral  charafter  the  progrefs  was  lefs 
difcemible,  becaufe  in  fad  he  was  even  early  in 
life  near  to  that  perfection  which  his  nature  was 
able  to,  reach,  and  becaufe  in  general  a  man's 
chara£ler  and  the  little  alterations  in  it  are  not  fo 
ftriking  to  others,  as  the  endowments  of  his  mind. 
Neverthelefs  thcfe  who  had  for  a  feries  of  years 
been  attentive  to  Zollikofer,  muft  have  found  I 
believe,  that  his  gravity  was  more  and  more 
mingled  with  tendemefs,  his  ftem  principles  with 
gentle  emotions :  that  though  he  retained  all  the 
original  folidity  of  his  charader,  he  however  became 
gradually  more  affable,  pleafant  and  alert. 

It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  public  teacher  to  in- 
veftigate  truths  from  their  primitive  elements,  but  to 
deliver,  to  illuftrate  and  to  carry  home  to  the  heart 
of  his  hearers,  thofe  which  are  acknowledged  by 
all  reafonable  perfons,  or  muft  be  immediately  ac- 
knowledged whenever  the  meaning  of  them  is  once 
comprehended,  —  and  which  at  the  fame  time  arc 
of  practical  utility.  Notwithftanding,  he  who  after 
having  explored  nature  in  her  inmoft  rccefles,  re- 
turns from  the  refearch  with  a  mind  unclouded 
by  fcepticifm,  is  beft  qualified  to  deliver  to  others 
with  inconteftible  evidence  and  in  the  proper  point 
of  view  the  dodtrines  of  wifdom  and  virtue  that 

manifeft 
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ttianifeft  themfelves  more  on  the  furface.  ZoIIiko- 
far  fttidioully  avoided  in  his  fermons  all  inquiries 
that  were  too  abftrufe  for  vulgar  apprehenfion,  or 
for  the  affumptive  habits  of  thought  and  refleftion 
in  the  generality  of  heaVers.  But  we  perceive  from 
the  force  and  pcrfpicuity,  with  which  he  delivers 
the  popular  fubjeds  of  morality,  that  he  had  in- 
veftigated  them  in  their  firft  rudiments.  He  did  not 
trouble  his  audience  with  doubts,  a  praiftice  which 
never  fails  to  unfettle  the  convidion  of  the  unlearned, 
even  if  they  are  not  thoroughly  underftood,  whereas 
the  mifchief  can  only  be  repaired,  by  the  folution 
when  it  is  perfeftly  comprehended.  But  that  his 
own  perfpicacity  in  religion  and  morality  was  con- 
neded  with  the  knowledge  of  the  difficulties  that 
appear  on  diving  into  them,  or  from  the  attacks  which 
in  every  age  they  have  fuftained,  is  evident  from 
his  giving  that  appropriatenefs  of  expreflion  to  his 
arguments  and  that  diverfity  to  his  proofs,  which 
could  only  refult  from  having  previoufly  pondered 
the  arguments  oA  both  fides. 

Few  preachers  before  him  ever  ventyred  to  in- 
troduce into  the  pulpit  fuch  fpecific  relations,  duties, 
faults,  ufages,  pleafures  of  domeftic  and  focial  life : 
ftill  fewer  have  had  the  art  of  handling  them  at  the 
fame  time  with  fuch  dignity,  with  fuch  fertility  in 
important  inftruftion,  with  fo  natural  a  reference 
to  religion,  as  Zollikofer.  His  morality  is  not,  as 
has  {o  often  been  faid  of  the  precepts  of  perfons  of 
his  clafs,  proper  for  ths  pulpit  but  imprafticable 

in 
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in  the  world,  and  ufelefs  in  the  commerce  of  lifek 
He  diftinguifhed  the  good  that  were  to  be  wifhed, 
from  the  good  that  is  to  be  expeded  in  the  prefent 
confutation  of  the  world  and  amid  the  adual  cir« 
cumftances  of  fociety ;  and  fiimiihes  diredions  how 
the  latter  is  to  be  attained,  and  the  former  ap- 
proached. In  morals  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  lay 
down  the  duties  of  mankind  in  general ;  nothing 
more  difficult  than  to  enumerate  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  whereby  thefe  duties  are  limited,  and 
the  impediments  that  lie  in  the  way  of  their  accom- 
plifhment ;  —  to  underftand  the  peculiarities  of  the 
feveral  ftations  in  fociety,  fo  as  to  advert  to  the  par- 
ticular propenfities  of  the  perfons  belonging  to  each, 
the  temptations  to  which  they  are  ezpofed,  the 
motives  that  make  the  deepeft  impreflion  on  them, 
and  then  to  adapt  our  diredtions  to  thefe  varieties. 
General  precepts  make  but  little  impreffion.  Firfl, 
they  are  too  trite,  and  are  therefore  carelefsly 
heard.  Then,  they  feem  too  fevere :  and  when  it 
is  once  perceived  that  exceptions  fhould  be  made  in 
enforcing  them,  the  next  flep  is  to  doubt  of  their 
obligation  in  general.  In  fhort,  it  will  only  happen 
now  and  then  that  they  will  be  efEcacioufly  recol- 
lefted.  —  Whereas  what  exaftly  fuits  our  manners, 
temperament  and  habits  of  life,  attracts  our  atten- 
tion, as  a  true  pidure  of  the  world  ;  it  gives  a  fpur 
to  our  confciences,  by  fhewing  us  the  poffibility  of 
its  accomplifhment ;  in  a  word,  it  every  day  finds 
fg  clear  ajid  fuitable  an  application,  that  it  recurs 
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uncalled  for  to  our  memory.  Many  of  Zoliikofer's 
fermoDs  are  alfo  delineations  of  our  times  and  of 
our  manners.  It  was  not  in  the  abftrad  that  he 
knew  and  taught  virtue :  but  as  it  might  and  fhould 
be  pradifed  in  his  place  of  abode,  among  the  per« 
ions  before  whom  he  appeared,  in  the  adual  ftate 
of  fodety,  at  the  prefent  ftage  of  civilization,  of  the 
fdences,  of  luxury,  or  when  it  is  particularly  expofed 
to  difficulties  and  ihares.  The  field  of  his  inftruc* 
tion  was  hereby  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  ufeful-* 
nds  of  |iis  moral  leflbns  much  increafed.  His  ex- 
hortations related  to  duties  that  are  obligatory  on 
mankind  exadly  in  the  prefent  circmnftances :  and 
his  admonitions  called  the  attention  to  fuch  obfta* 
cles  or  encouriigements  to  virtue,  as  every  one  daily 
meets  with  in  his  ordinary  occupations  and  inter- 
courfe :  fo  as  to  enable  him  to  fay  with  certainty, 
this  is  the  moment,  this  is  the  place  for  following 
that  particular  advice. 

He  happened  to  live  at  a  time,  when  fome  tenets 
of  dogmatical  theology,  which  formerly  had  been 
tenacioufly  adhered  to  at  leaft  among  fuch  as  were 
appointed  to  teach  them,  were  beginning  to  be  doubt* 
ful  even  to  them.  It  was  referved  for  our  days  to 
fee  the  clergy  themfelves  take  the  torch  of  reafon 
in  their  hands,  for  throwing  a  light  on  the  particular 
objeds  of  their  (hidy.  Even  Zollikofer  never  fet 
about  any  inquiries  till  after  he  had  entered  on  his 
office.  His  youth  was  paiTed  among  examples  of 
a  devodon  nearly  bordering  on  fanaticifm,  in  which 

all 
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all  refleftion  was  laid  afide.  During  his  college 
ftudies  and  his  preparatory  exerdfes  his  efforts  were 
employed  folely  in  endeavouring  to  comprehend 
and  to  fix  in  his  memory,  what  was  taught  him. 
Not  -till  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  wHen  the 
influence  of  authority  was  diminiflied  with  him,  and 
his  own  underftanding  had  attained  to  maturity; 
when  the  duty  of  a  teacher  fummoned  him  to  in- 
reftigate  truths  for  himfelf,  —  did  he  gradually 
break  loofe  from  the  (hackles  of  a  fyftem,  and  with 
an  unbiafTed  mind  prefs  forward  into  the  fanSuary 
of  religion. 

Accordingly,  now,  that  the  fpirit  of  examination 
and  philofophical  refearch  is  fpreading  hr  and  wide, 
now  is  the  moft  arduous  time  for  a  preacher.  The 
collifions  of  duties  are  more  diftrefling  to  him,  and 
happen  more  frequently  than  ever.  The  volatile  are 
carried  too  far  by  the  fpirit  of  innovation.  Anxious 
and  foreboding  minds  would  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
truth.  The  concealment  of  particular  opinions 
under  ambiguous  expreflions,  is  revolting  to  the 
honed  and  ingenuous;  and  the  plain  and  frank 
declaration  of  them,  efpecially  if  not  yet  brought  to 
complete  decifive  inward  certainty,  fills  the  humane 
aind  difcreet  with  conftemation.  , 

I  think  I  am  warranted  in  propofmg  Zollikofer, 
who  doubtlefs  was  fenfible  to  thefe  difficulties^  as  a 
pattern  of  the  method  in  which  they  are  to  be  fur- 
mountedtf  He  was  at  all  times  beard  to  declare 
boldly  and  honeftly,  whatever  he  clearly  and  firmly 

acknowledged 
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acknowledged  as  true.  In  proportion  as  the  light 
in  his  perceptions  increafed^  as  the  certainty  of  his 
convidions  augmented :  his  courage  grew  greater 
in  departing  from  tenets  hitherto  believed.  But 
in  points,  where  he  dill  doubted,  where  he  did  not 
fee  thoroughly  clear,  he  takes  the  vulgar  pro* 
pofition,  giving  it  the  moft  rational  interpretation 
and  the  moft  pradically^ufeful  application.  He  was 
neither  haftily  carried  away  by  every  new  and  fpe- 
cious  idea,  nor  did  he  adhere  to  his  early  private 
opinions  in  fpite  of  luminous  reafons  againft  thenu 
Habitually  flow  and  deliberate  in  undertaking, 
but  vigorous,  refolute  and  perfevering  in  execution :, 
fuch  was  his  praftice  likewife  in  the  inveftigation  of 
religious  tenets.  He  examined  leifurely  in  filence 
and  retirement,  and  carefully  abftained  in  the  mean 
time  from  touching  on  the  ftill  doubtful  points. 
But  what  he  difcovered  after  fuch  a  trial,  no  autho* 
rity  could  induce  him  to  furrender,  and  no  dread 
of  the  judgment  of  mankind  could  deter  him  from 
avowing. 

ZoUtkofer  pofllffed  a  peculiar  elevation  of  piind, 
a  high  fenfe  of  liberty  and  independence  which  i^ 
not  always  the  concomitant  of  great  endowments, 
or  of  profound  learning.  The  latter  often  fubdues 
inftead  of  raifmg  the  mind,  by  confuming  too  much 
the  bodily  ftrength,  and  leaving  the  man  too  little 
leifure  to  enjoy  the  pleafing  fenfations  that  courage 
jnfpires.     The  condition  of  many  of  the  learned, 

contributes 
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contributes  to  render  them  timid,  bafhful  and  de- 
pendent on  others.  Zollikofer's  natbral  difpofition 
to  a  generous  and  liberal  condu£l  was  not  fupprefled 
by  the  niggardlinefs  of  fortune.  Though  nbt  bom 
in  (hining  circumflances,  yet  he  never  was  in  want, 
and  came  early  into  a  fituation,  which  with  his 
moderate  defires,  and  his  prudence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  income,  might  be  deemed  affluent. 
Therefore  nobody  was  farther  than  he  from  flatter- 
ing  the  great,  —  from  courting  their  fociety  through 
vanity,  or  their  patronage  fix)m  motives  of  intereft. 
But  whenever  vifited  by  them,  as  it  very  fi^uently 
happened,  he  behaved  towards  them  with  the  dig- 
nity of  a  man,  —  not  as  one  proud  of  his  particular 
advantages,  but  as  truly  fenfible  of  the  rights  of 
mankind.  He  never  without  reluftance  reforted  to 
a  place,  where  he  muft  in  any  way  be  dependent  on 
others,  and  hated  every  reftraint,  except  what  his 
vocation,  his  duty  and  philanthropy  neceflarily  im- 
pofed  upon  him. 

His  beneficence,  like  the  reft  of  his  virtues,  was 
zGdve  and  concealed.  The  multitude  of  young 
perfons,  who  had  recourfe  to  him  in  their  necef- 
fities  was  not  lefs  than  the  number  of  thofe  who 
applied  to  him  for  advice.  And  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  departed  unfatisfied  frbm  him,  as  far  as 
his  means  or  hisfagacity  fufficed  to  relieve  their  wants. 

As  nothing  in  general  betrays  more  littlenefs  of 
?nihd  than  avarice,  fo   liberality  is  ever  aifociated 

with 
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With  magnanimity.  Zollikofer  embraced  with  ala- 
crity every  occafion  of  exercifmg  this  virtue,  where- 
ever  propriety  or  charity  called  for  expenfe,  where- 
ever  relief  was  to  be  adminiftered  to  the  fick  and 
the  infirm,  wherever  ufefiil  arts  and  fciences  were 
to  be  promoted  and  encouraged,  he  was  ready  with 
his  offering. 

In  mentioning  his  greatnefs  of  mind,  one  feature 
of  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  which  is,  that  he  never 
ftrove  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  notice  of  any 
man,  otherwife  than  by  what  that  man  himfelf  might 
perceive  and  remark  in  him.    He  required  no  other 
refped,  than  that  which  naturally  accrued  to  him 
from  his  perfonal  qualities.     I  need  not  add  that  he 
never  gave  any  one  to   underftand  that  he  was 
fprung  from  an  axident  and  honourable  family,  that 
he  had  relations  of  confequence  in  his  own  country, 
and  numerous  well-founded  expedances.     On  this 
head  any  other,  lefs  intelligent  man,  might  perhaps 
have  been  filent,  whofe  anceftors,  for  weighty  rea- 
fonS)  or  compelled  by  circumflances,  had  laid  afide 
the  privileges  of  their  birth.     But  likewife  concern- 
ing all  other  tefBmonies  or  tokens  of  his  worth,  — * 
of  his  fame  which  adually  was  fpread  throughout 
all  Germany,  of  the  veneratiqn  in  which  he  was 
held  by  feveral  great  perfonages,  of  his  extenfive 
literary  correfpondence,  which  in  general  engaged 
him  in  the  confidence  of  numbers  of  perfons  hoping 
to  obtain  from  him  advice,  fuppolt  or  information, 
—  of  the  approbation  beftowed  on  his  writings,  he 
7  Fiever 
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never  gave  the  mod  diflant  intimation  to  a  flranger^ 
or  even  to  an  acquaintance,  in  order  to  draw  from 
him  a  greater  veneration.  What  he  was  he  left  all 
who  converfed  with  him  to  judge  of  themf^lves  from 
what  they  heard  him  fay  or  faw  him  do,  not  from 
what  others  thought  of  him. 

In,  his  domeftic  connexions,  where  others,  for  the 
moft  part  betray  coldnefe  and  negleft,  referving 
their  eflforts  to  pleafe  for  the  entertainment  of 
ftrangers,  Zollikofer  was  uniformly  tender  and  affi- 
duou$  in  rendering  himfelf  agreeable.  He  was 
twice  married.  Each  time  he  preferred  the  company 
of  his  wife  to  the  generality  of  focieties,  and  made 
\t  his  principal  recreation.  How  great  he  thought 
his  lofs  in  lofing  his  former,  was  evinced  by  the 
difpofition  to  melancholy,  the  infenfibility  toward^ 
whatever  hjid  before  amufed  him,  which  her  death 
brought  upon  him.  And  how  happy  he  was  in  hi& 
fecond,  the  extraordinary  flow  of  fpirits  and  good 
humour  which  every  one  remarked  in  him  during 
his  laft  matrimonial  conneftion  was  a  manifeft  proof. 
lie  was  therefore  by  no  means  of  a  folitary  and  un- 
focial  difpofition.  It  even  feemed  as  though  h^ 
abfolutely  could  not  endure  the  lonelinefs  of  an  un- 
married ftate.  He  had  however  no  lefs  averfion  to 
large  companies,  as  being  incapable  of  playing  a 
part  in  them  to  his  own  fatisfadion.  His  fpoufe 
and  one  or  two  friends,  were  fufUcient  to  his  enter-: 
tainment,  whether  he  were  defirous  of  nothing 
more  than  to  unbend  his  mind,  or  fough^  for  the 
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cftjoyitient  af  fecial  fatisfa£Uon  in  their  converfe. 
He  did  not  however  avoid  company :  and  in  any* 
fociety  that  he  happened  to  fall  into,  or  was  taken 
by  his  friends  or  relations,  or  led  by  official  or  other 
accidental  connexions,  he  was  eafy  and  even  cheer- ' 
ful,  which  is  rarely  the  cafe  with  perfons  of  his 
talents.      He  was  always  feen  to  be  in  his  proper 
place  in  every  company,  even  where  the  ordinary 
tone  was  extremely  different  from  his,  fmce  he  uni- , 
formly  appeared  in  it  with  dignity,   and  carrried 
thither  reafon  and  judgment,  by  means  whereof  he 
either  kept  thofe  that  were  prefect  within-bounds, 
or  was  able  with  ftri£b  propriety  to  take  part  in  their 
mirth. 

Zollikofer  was  fond  of  a  country-life,  like  almofl; 
all  who  are  addided  to  meditation  and  are  fufcepti- 
ble  of  moral  fenfations.  The  former  never  fucceeds 
fo  well  as  in  rural  retirement,  and  the  latter  find 
nowhere  fo  much  nourifhment  as  amid  the  beaute* 
ous  fcenes  of  nature.  Some  of  his  bed  performances 
may  certainly  be  dated  from  his  retreat  at  Gohlis*, 
Or  even  if  he  did  not  adually  purfue  his  literary 
labours  there ;  yet  nothing  more  contributed  to 
recruit  his  abilities  for  them,  than  the  tranquillity 
and  pleafure  he  enjoyed  in  this  rural  cottage  during 
the  few  laft  fummers  of  bis  life. 

•  A  p^eafant  'retired  village  in  the  vicinity  uf  LeipfiCf 
where. Zollikofer  for  feveral  years  w<u  wonc  to  pafs  the 
fummer. 

vq;..  lu  Q  Q  What 
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What  neceffarily  belongs  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
country  he  perfe£Wy  underftood ;  unlefs  we  bring 
with  us  the  tumult  of  the  town,  or  intend  to  ad- 
dia  ourfelves  to  the  occupations  of  rural  a  conomy  ; 
I  mean  the  ability  to  be  completely  at  eafe  by  the 
fide  of  the  partner  of  our  life,  or  in  the  company 
of  a  friend,  without  feeling  it  irkfome,  —  to  liften 
to  the  agreeable  impreflions  of  fenfible  objects,  the 
loft  fuggeftions  of  the  fancy  or  the  gentle  emotions 
pf  the  h?art,  as  they  fpontaneoufly  arife,  on  a  bright 
calm  evening,  in  a  verdant  bower,  or  in  a  (hady 
grove,  without  feeling  the  want  of  fprightlier  ideas 
and  more  vehement  agitations.  To  the  man  of  a 
reftlefs  aftive  fpirit,  the  country-life  will  foon  be 
tirefome  and  he  muft  run  into  fociety,  or  employ 
himfelf  in  bufinefs,  in  order  to  procure  for  his  mind 
more  fubflantial  diet,  than  meads  and  groves  and  rip- 
ling  brooks  can  yield.  —  The  man  of  an  indolent 
turn,  doTOs  away  the  folitary  hours  in  thofe  delightful 
fcenes,  where  he  hoped  to  find  content.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  whofe  activity  is  continual,  but 
compofed,  who  poflelles  genius  and  knowledge,  but 
without  that  reftleffnefs  and  ambition  by  which  thefe 
properties  are  frequently  attended ;  he  is  formed 
hy  nature  for  the  enjoyment  of  rural  delights.  — 
Particularly  if  the  fentiments  excited  by  the  beau- 
ties of  nature,  are  united  with  thofe  of  devotion. 
For,  if  religion  had  no  other  influence  on  our  hap- 
pinefs,  than  by  animating  nature  to  our  fight,  and 
caufing  us  to  perceive,  in  the  fmiling  fcenes  of 
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{^ring  and  fummer,  which  we  otherwife  (hould  only 
contemplate  ae  genial  and  pleafant,  fubjefls  of  grate^^ 
ful  emotion :  (he  would  even  then  be  a  noble  bene- 
fadrefs  to  the  human  race.  Jadging  from  what  we 
know  of  ZoUikofer,  we  may  fee  how  amply  he  wai 
qualified  for  relifiiing  the  infudve  force  of  fpring  oa 
man* 

The  delineation  of  the  man  that  offends  not  in , 
wcwd,  after  the  expreffion  of  the  apoftle  James,  it 
one  of  his  finefl  compofitions  and  a  feal  pi&ure 
of  its  aujhpr.  Few  perfons  are  fo  attentive  as  he 
was,  to  fay  nothing  untrUe.  For  that  reafon  he 
was  lefs  loquacious  than  others,  as  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  fay  what  h^  did  not  think,  or  to 
fpeak  on  what  he  had  not  previoufly  confidered.  * 
He  knevy  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  man,  to 
cJbferve  the  mod  perfefl:  fmcerity,  or  by  the  com- 
munication of  his  fentiments  to  be  ufcful  to  others, 
if  he  were  as  prompt  with  his  judgment,  his  advice,, 
his  praife,  as  another  in  communicating  to  him  his 
opinion,  making  known  to  him  his  circumftauces^ 
or  reading  to  him  his  work.  He  therefore  had  the 
app^urance  of  being  referved,  diitant,  fometimes  not 
obfequious  enough  and  cold.  But  this  was  becaufe 
his  mind  was  ftill  intenfely  occupied  with  the  fen« 
timents  or  the  concerns* of  the  other,  and  he  would 
n^C  open  himfelf  to  him,  till  he  had  fully  deter- 
nwned  within,  what  he  held  to  be  true,  or  what 
was  the  beft'  method   to  be  adopted  on  the  oc* 

cafioiu 
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This  IS  the  man  that  may  be,  trufted,  one  of 
whom  we  can  with  confidence  affirm,  that  hm 
thoughts  may  be  known  from  what  he  utters.  But 
this  quality  cannot  be  made  to  confift  with  any 
extraordinary  degree  of  courtefy.  Mankind  require 
more,  than  it  is  permiffible  or  poffible  to  grant  them» 
He  therefore  who  would  always  judge  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  agree  with  them,  fo  praife  or  blame 
at  to  obtain  their  praife,  greet  them  fo  tenderly  or 
fo  refpe£t&illy  as  to  fatisfy  their  pretentions  :  mud 
frequently  fwerve  from  the  truth,  and  deliver  his 
favourable  opinions  or  fentiments  to  them  in  fkr 
ftronger  expreflions,  than  are  confident  with  thofe 
he  really  entertains.  Zollikofer  thought  himfelf 
bound  on  fuch  occaiions  rather  to  tower  the  expref- 
fion,  for  fe^r  of  exciting  undue  expei6latioQ& 

-  Perhaps  here  may  be  a  certain  latitude  in  the  path 
of  virtue.  This  ftrift  adherence  to  veracity  in 
focial  intercourfe  fcems  hirdly  poflible  to  all,  to  all 
nu  a  duty.  Temperament  muft  in  fome  fort  decide, 
what  conduft  our  reafon  can  approve.  There  are 
timid  and  conftiiutionally  delicate  perfons,  who  ab- 
fdiutely  cannot  be  fo  deaf  to  the  apparent  defires  of 
people  with  whom  they  coftverfe,  as  to  refrain  from 
faying  what  they  would  gladly  hear.  Habit  and  the 
general  ufage  exert  on  others  too  forcible  a  fway  : 
and  the  cultomary  forms  of  approbation,  of  praif<» 
and  aflent  have  already  efcaped  their  lips,  ere  they 
have  duly  confidered  whether  or  not  they  exaclly 
correfpond  with  their  feelings.     Others  again  have 

too 
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loo  little  confidence  in  their  own  fegacity,  and  feel 
not  Efficient  force  in  themfelves,  to  deliver  their 
verdia  on  the  fpot,  or  to  affirm  what  they  but 
dimly  perceive,  if  in  oppofition  to  the  judgment 
of  others.  As  all  men  have  not  precifely  the  fame 
conftitution  and  natural  charader :  fo  likewife  have 
they  not  all  precifely  the  fame  duties  to  perform. 
A  man  like  Zollikofer  (hould  endeavour  chiefly  by 
truth  and  folidity  to  render  his  converfation  ufeful. 
It  may  be  lawful  for  another  even  to  aim  at  pleadng 
by  the  graces  and  pleafantry  of  his. 

From  fuch  a  man  it  is  to  be  expefted,  that  he 
ihould  be  conftant  in  his  inclinations,  and  particu* 
larly  in  his  friendihips.  In  fad  he  never  alienated 
himfelf  from  any  of  the  perfons  with  whom  he  had 
once,  after  trial  and  from  fele£Uon,  entered  into  conr 
ne&ion.  I  myfelf  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  his 
friendfhip  from  the  firfl  moment  that  he  favoured 
me  with  his  intimacy.  In  like  manner  he  bore  with 
him  to  the  grave  the  love  and -veneration  of  all  who 
had  once  devoted  thefe  fentiments  to  him.  What* 
ever  is  true  and  real,  is  in  its  nature  confbmt :  and 
even  the  verfatility  of  others  is  fixed  by  a  firm  and 
always  confiftent  man« 

One  who  a£ts  upon  principle,  is  diflinguiOied  by 
his  demeanour  in  the  little  occurrences  of  ordinary 
Ufe,  no  lefs  than  by  tranfa£tions  of  greater  momeni* 
The  order  and  regularity  that  reigned  in  ZolUkofer's 
difcourfes  and  a&ions,  extended  likewife  to  his 
dpmeftic  eftablifbment,  >his  economy^  the  appropri* 
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fition  of  hi8  income,  and  his  fodal  amufementSk 
He,  as  all  men  of  refined  fenfibitity  do,  loved 
neatnefs  above  all  things,  and  a  certain  degree  of 
ornament,  which  is  only  cleanlinefs  heightened. 
Everything  about  him,  deaths,  furniture^  were  all 
in  this  tafte,  —  n^t  elegant,  but  decent.  —  He  cheer- 
fully divided  his  loaf  with  a  friend,  and  knew  how 
to  value  the  pleafure  of  a  fmall  convivial  board.  In 
a  little  circle  of  intimates,  his  cheerfulnefs  rofe 
eircn  to  hilarity :  he  was  then  agreeably  jocofe,  and 
laughed  with  all  his  heart  at  the  witty  conceits  or 
the  facetious  fallies  of  another.  — I  know  of  no 
iight  more  pleating,  than  that  of  a  venerable,  ufually 
grave  man  occaHonally  indulging  in  mirth :  and  I 
have  more  than  once  enjoyed  this  pleafure  in  Zolli* 
kofer^s  company. 

Were  I  to  judge  of  the  peculiarity  of  his  talents  ( 
T  fhouid  fay,  that  his  prominent  abilities  confided 
not  in  profound  philofophical  penetration,  not  in 
poetical  flights  of  fancy,  but  in  plain  and  found 
fenfe,  an  acute  obfervation  and  the  art  of  difquid- 
don.  Perfpicuous  thoughts  were  always  the  grounds 
plot  with  him.  Thence  arofe  firft  fentiment ;  by 
this  fometimes  the  fire  of  imagination  was  kindled. 
Had  he  been  employed  in  compofitions,  where  fenti* 
tnent  alone  was  intended  to  prevail,  or  where  he  was 
not  fufficiently  prepared  by  meditation,  he  might  not 
have  been  (o  happy  as  in  thofe  calculated  merely  for 
inflru£lion.  His  addreffes  to  the  deity,  are  not 
inferior  to  his  fjprmons*    In  his  eixercifes  of  devo* 

tion. 
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tion,  his  fineft  pieces  are  thofe  which  are  drawn  up 
in  the  form  of  meditations. 

He  laid  no  claim  to  an  extenfive  erudition,  al- 
though he  was  deeply  verfed  in  more  than  one  de- 
partment of  literature,  and  was  daily  increafing  his 
fund  of  knowledge.  Like  moft  men  of  fentiment 
and  refleftion,  he  was  continually  learning,  and  took 
pleafure  in  his  ftudies,  though  he  imagined  he  knew 
but  little.  The  truth  is,  that,  as  his  hours  of 
labour  were  all  taken  up  with  his  own  thoughts, 
and  with  the  adual,  living  world,  which  he  ever 
made  it  his  dbjeft  to  inform  and  to  improve :  the 
thoughts  of  others  and  the  perufal  of  books  were 
referved  only  for  his  hours  of  recreation  ;  -^-  from 
which  he  therefore  obtained  rather,  food  and  fuf- 
tenance  for  his  mind,  than^  an  accumulated  (lore  of 
learning. 

His  judgment  in  all  matters  that  are  amenable  to 
the  bar  of  reafon,  was  extremely  correft  :  and  by  it 
his  tafte  was  governed  in  objefts  of  fentiment.  On 
the  value  of  literary,  particularly  philofophical  pro- 
du£Hons  he  pronounced  as  a  competent  judge :  and 
had  a  nice  difcemment  in  the  truly  good  fty le  in  every 
clafs,  as  he  was  a  complete  mafter  of  it  in  his  own. 
He  loved  poetry  and  was  fenfible  to  its  charms ; 
neither  was  he  indifferent  to  works  of  art.  And 
though  his  complacency  in  the  latter  did  not  rife  to 
extafy,  nor  his  (kill  to  that  of  a  connoiffeur :  yet  he 
might  pafs  his  judgment  on  them  even  among  both 
connoifieurs  and  amateurs,  without  fear  of  fconu 
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His  llyle  like  his  perfon  had  a  certain  folemnity, 
which  at  firft  fight  was  not  entirely  free  from  (liflfnefs 
and  formality.  The  former  in  his  earlier  produ£Uons 
was  rather  furcharged  with  epithets,  and  was  thought 
to  border  on  the  declamatory.  As  the  number 
-however  of  the  topics  he  had  to  difcourfe  upon,  in- 
creafed  with  the  increafing  maturity  of  his  judge- 
ment :  fo  the  number  of  his  words  was  diminiftied. 
His  ftyle  was  more  comprefled,  his  periods  fliorter. 
if  he  at  times  repeats  the  fame  thought ;  it  is  only 
becaufe  he  wants  to  place  it  in  different  points  of 
view.  If  he  exprcffes  the  fubjeft  or  predicate  of  his 
theme  in  fcveral  terms  j  there  are  jull  fo  many  re- 
ferences to  it,  which  he  illuftrates  by  them.  Never- 
thelefs  his  fermons  always  retained  fomewhat  of 
rhetorical  ornament.  They  might  therefore  be 
fuppofed  not  perfectly  adapted  to  the  comprehenfion 
of  the  vulgar,  to  whom  however  the  teacher  of 
religion  in  his  difcourfes  ought  always  to  have  re- 
gard. But  befides  that  the  affembly  before  whom 
Zollikofer  preached,  contained  fewer  perfons  of  the 
inferior  claffcs,  than  the  congregations  of  moft  df 
the  clergy :  neither  his  matter  nor  his  flyle  are  at 
all  difficult,  whenever  they  are  only  affiiled  by  a 
delivery,  which  diftinguifiies  what  is  diilind,  aqd 
properly  aflbciatcs  the  conjunfl:  pr(»pofitions  and 
ideas.  Such  was  Zollikofer's  delivery  accompanied 
by  that  grave  deportment  which  commanded  re- 
fpecl,  and  attended  him  in  all  the  actions  of  h|s 
life.     And  this  endowment  of  a  fuitable  dcclama- 

tipn 
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tion  is  not  one  of  the  leaft  merits  in  the  functions 
of  the  office  which  he  filled.     It  was  not  his  action, 
it  was  not  the  language  of  his  Jooks  by  which  his 
pulpit  eloquence  was  heightened.     The  motions  of 
his  body  and  of  his  hands  were  too  uniform^  the 
modulations  of  his  voice  not  fufficiently  varied  :  but 
his  enunciation  was  fo  clear  and  diftinft,  and  par- 
ticularly the  einphafis  which  he  laid  on  every  word 
was  fo  adapted  to  the  impreflioii  which  the  conco- 
mitant idea  was  defigned  to  make,  and  fo  fuitcd  ta 
the  proper  illuftration  of  the  fenfe,  that,  the  bell 
judges  were  fenfibly  affeScd  by  the  charms  of  an 
eloquent   difcourfe,  and  thofe  of  the   lower  orden 
completely  enabled  to  underlland  what  they  heard. 
Zollikofer  was  neither  vehement  nor  inceflant  ia 
his  application  :  \>ut  his  whole  heart  and  mind  and 
his  undivided  attention  were  fixt  on  what  he  was 
about.     Hence  it  was,  that  although,  befides  what 
the  duties  of  his  fundlion  required,  he  was  obliged 
to  devote  much  of  his  time  to  fuch  as  came  to  con- 
fult  his  advice  or  to  afk  relief,  and  even  to  vidtors 
from  curiofity  or  ceremony,  —  confiderable  portions 
likewife  to  the  care  of  his  health  and  to  repofe : 
yet  the  number  of  his  literary  performances  is  not 
fmall.     He  was  free  from  one  fault  which  authors 
a-nd  fcholars  are  apt  to  fall  into  ;  that  of  putting  ofF 
what  they  have  to  do,  till  they  are  compelled  hj 
neceffity  to  fet  about  it,  or  the  moment  is  come 
when  it  is  wanted.    He  fat  down  to  work  whenever 
)ie  felt  inclination  and  ability  for  it^  was  never  ip 
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hafle  and  never  dilatory.  And  in  this  manner  hta 
bed  works  were  compofed.  Every  delay  is  always 
an  effe£t  either  of  want  of  refoludon  or  of  indolence 
of  mind.  The  contrary  procedure  of  Zollikofer  is 
therefore  a  fign  of  his  felf-command,  and  of  the 
little  viciiTitude  in  his  mental  powers. 


Patience  is  the  property  of  all  men  of  firm  cha- 
rader  and  found  fenfe.  To  complain  feems  to  them 
a  degradation.  Befides,  as  they  are  not  apt  to  do 
anything  ufelefs :  they  refrain  from  complaint,  like- 
wife  becaufe  it  feldom  contributes  anything  to  the 
alleviadon  of  the  grievance.  Zollikofer  was  one  of 
this  clafs.  He  more  freely  admitted  his  friends  to  a 
ihare  in  his  joys  than  in  his  forrows.  If  there  was 
one  tie  of  confidence  between  his  fncnds  and  him 
the  lefs  en  that  account,  there  was  one  motive  the 
lefs  likewife  to  diflference  and  mifundertlanding  be- 
tween them.  For  nothing  oftener  pans  friends, 
than  when  one  believes  that  the  other  does  not  take 
fufficient  intereft  in  his  diftrefs :  and  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  the  complainer,  even  with  the 
beft  difpofitions  in  the  world,  not  to  find  that  par- 
ticipation which  he  expelled. 

Zollikofer  from  his  very  infancy  fufFered  from  weak 
nerves  and  from  a  confumptive  habit  j  two  com- 
plaints, one  rendering  life  exceedingly  troublefome, 
and  the  other  attacking  it  immediately.  The  former 
is  apt  to  render  a  man  ill-humoured  and  morofc,  by 

fo 
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fo  frequently  difturbing  him  in  his  occupations, 
and  the  other  to  fill  him  with  anxiety  from  the 
danger  with  which  it  daily  threatens  him.  Zolli- 
kofer  was  not  thus  affefted  by  either :  or  if  he  felt 
irritations  of  this  fort,  he  got  the  better  of  them 
before  they  were  apparent  to  the  byftanders.  He 
was  obliged  to  give  up  mor^  of  his  time  to  recrea- 
tion, than  one  of  his  afEive  turn  of  mind  could  have 
wifhed :  but  he  never  complained  of  it.  His  pulpit 
•exertions  were  often  painful  to  him :  but  as  long  ais 
he  thought  he  could  go  through  them,  he  bore  the 
uneafmefs,  without  fpeaking  much  of  it.  And  if  he 
let  anything  efcape  him  concerning  it,  it  was  only 
when  he  thought  it  neceflary  for  procuring  himfelf 
a  little  relief.  The  profound  filence  which,  as  I 
have  jufl:  remarked,  he  obferved  concerning  fuch 
difeafes  as  attacked  his  fpirits,  diiables  me  from 
judging  how  painful  they  were  with  which  he  had 
to  contend.  But  by  what  I  can  infer  from  fome 
accounts,  his  equal  ferenity  was  not  always  the  con* 
fequence  of  a  condition  totally  void  of  trouble,  but 
of  his  perfevering  patience* 


I  proceed  now  to  his  piety,  the  virtue  which 
cements  the  reft  together,  by  deriving  every  kind  of 
good  and  all  our  duties  from  one  common  fource» 
It  was  the  pure  confequence  of  his  convi&ions,  as 
tbefe  proceeded  from  his  own  reflections. 
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ZolUkofer's  devotion  confifted  chiefly  in  the  con- 
templation  of  thofe  truths  concerning  God  and  our 
relations  to  him,  and  his  piety  in  the  aiCduous 
.difcharge  of  his  duties,  —  As  he  never  made  a  fhow 
of  thofe  virtues,  which  are  properly  calculated  to 
be  known  to  others,  fmce  they  nowhere  find  their 
obje&s  but  in  fodety  and  make  its  utility  their  aim : 
fo  it  is  to  be  expeded,  that  he  withdrew  even  from 
the  fight  of  his  friends  for  thofe  exerdfes  of  devo- 
tion which  relate  only  to  him  who  performs  them^ 
and  require  not  the  partidpation  of  others  during 
the  zGt.  Neverthelefs  from  fome  emotions  with 
which  I  have  occafionally  feen  him  affe&ed  by  the 
thoughts  of  God,  while  contemplating  his  works 
and  the  ways  of  jiis  providence,  I  am  fomewhat 
enabled  to  judge,  how  greatly  his  foul  muft  have 
been  affeAed,  when  he  refigned  himfelf  entirely  to 
thefe  impreilions*  Accordingly,  I  (hould  fuppofe^ 
that  in  this  particular  alfo  his  feelings  were  (Ironger 
and  more  ardent  than  the  expreflions  of  them  :  and 
in  like  manner  as  under  a  certain,  appearance  of 
coldnefs  and  indifference  he  was  a  tender  hufband 
and  a  warm  friend;  fo  in  faft  his  devotion  was 
frequently  fervent,  when  he  Teemed  only  engaged 
in  calm  meditation.  Perhaps  with  perfons  who  like 
Zollikofer  exprefs  their  ideas  fo  well,  and  their 
feelings  fo  imperfedly,  the  rcafon  may  be,  that  the 
former  are  clearly  evolved  and  diftinft,  the  latter 
extremely  concentrated,  as  it  were  indivifible,  and 

therefore  the  more  inlriafic# 
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A  life  thus  uniformly  led  on  rational  and  public- 
fpirited  principles,  mud  necefTarily  have  had  that 
effefl:  on  Zollikofer*8  contemporaries,  which  virtue 
in  conjuncHon  with  good  fenfe  has  in  all  ages  pro- 
duced among  mankind,  when  it  has  not  been  con- 
fined in  obfcurity  by  untoward  circumftances,  or 
by  the  fplendor  of  profperity  excited  the  envy  and 
oppofition  of  others  —  it  muft  have  acquired  hini 
the  efteem  and  refpeft  of  all  that  knew  him.  Zolli- 
kofer  enjoyed  this  efteem  and  refpeft  in  a  fuperior 
degree,  and  that  in  the  very  city  and  the  very 
country  in  which  he  lived,  —  a  frefh  proof  of  his 
real  worth.  Great  talents  procure  renown;  but 
affe£Uon  and  efteem  on  the  part  of  thofe  with  whom 
we  daily  converfe,  can  only  be  acquired  by  our 
virtues.  If  prophets  are  feldom  much  accounted  of 
in  their  own  country  or  in  the  place  of  their  refi- 
dence :  it  is  generally  becaufe  great  prophets  are 
not  always  good  men,  becaufe  the  teachers  of  nations- 
are  often  foolifli  fathers  of  families,  falfe  or  infigni- 
ficant  friends,  and  troublefome  or  ridiculous  com- 
panions. Qualities  which  excite  veneration  for  a 
man  at  a  diftance,  muft  naturally  do  fo  likewife  in  ■ 
his  vicinity,  unlefs  they  are  obfcured  by  fomething 
in  him,  or  are  of  fuch  a  fpecies,  that  they  can  only 
be  known  to  a  few  :  in  which  latter  cafe  they,  like 
the  merits  of  the  algebraift,  muft  feek  their  admirers 
in  a  larger  circle,  fince  probably  they  will  find  none 
in  the  fmaller  that  furrounds  them.  The  qualities 
of  a  good  preachy  are  not  of  this  kind.     His  lot  is 

far 


666      ON  THE  CHARACTER  O?  ZOtLIKOPER* 

far  preferable  to  that  of  all  other  authors ;  he  is  fo 
happy  as  to  have  the  perfoiis  whom  he  inftru£ts  for. 
his  neighbours  and  townfmen;  to  communicate 
to  tbemfelves  the  good  fentiments-  that  he  has  dif* 
covered  for  their  benefit  j  and  may  be  fecure  both 
of  the  <  utility  which  he  is  the  means  of  effe£Ung) 
and  of  the  aSe^ion  which  he  thence  acquires.  Had 
there  been  in  Zollikofer's  heart  the  leafl:  feed  of 
vanity,  it  mud  have  ripened  in  fuch  circumftances 
as  bis.  But  amidft  the  unanimous. praife  that  was 
beitowed  upon  him,  and  the  univerfal  veneratioa 
in  which  he  was  held,  he  continued  as  modeft  and 
unafiuming,  as  fenfible  of  his  infirmities,  as  free 
from  arrogance,  as  when  he  was  an  unknown 
youth. 


The  lad  fcene  of  his  life  was,  if  I  may  fo  cxprefs 
myfcif,  of  a  piece  with  the  whole :  he  was  when 
dying  what  he  had  always  been  through  life.  Thofe 
who  attended  or  were  about  him  in  thefe  awful 
moments,  are  better  qualified  to  inform  the  public 
of  the  particular  circumftances  of  his  departure, 
than  I  can  be.  1  only  knowtroin  rlic  accounts  that 
have  been  communicarcc!  to  mc,  that,  judging  from 
fcvcnil  of  his  aftions,  he  ctiTainly  expeScd  his  dif- 
folution,  while  he  carefuUy  avoided  cvcijtliing  that 
C(iuld  excite  in  his  family  the  appre hcnfion  of  lofing 
him ;  that  in  his  laft  dayvS  he  preferred  entire  foli- 
tude  even  to  tlic  prefcncc  of  his  wife  and  friends, 
though  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  them  the  moft 

convincing 
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convincing  proofs  that  he  flill  loved  them  as  tenderly 
as  ever^  and  that  he  retired  from  them  only  in 
order  that  they  might  fuffer  the  lefs,  and  that  he 
might  referv^  his  ftrength  entire  for  the  conflid  he 
bad  himfelf  to  fuftain. 

To  begin  preparation  for  death  when  he  is  already 
at  the  door,  is  a  foolifh  attempt^  wJbich  could  never 
enter  the  thoughts  of  fuch.a  perfon  ^  Zollikofer^  and 
which  he  had  no  occafion  to  make.  But  for  bear- 
ing more  eafily  the  .ftruggles  with  which  the  diffo- 
lution  of  the  body  is  inevitably  attended,  for  keep- 
ing prefent  to  the  mind  the  long  foftered  principles 
of  religion,  and  the  well  known  grounds  of  confo- 
lation  and  fatisfadion  it  affords,  when  afTailed  by 
the  mod  haraffing  fenfalions  from  without:  no 
method  is  more  effeftual,  at  leaft  in  my  eftimation,  — 
which  is  here  in  perfefl:  unifon  with  the  behaviour  of 
my  friend,  —  than  retreat,  not  only  from  noife,  but 
likewife  from  whatever  may  excite  any  lively  emo- 
tion. The  foul  fhould  now.be  entirely  (hut  up 
within  herfelf,  entirely  occupied  with  her  own  con- 
cerns, and  wade  as  little  of  her  ftrength  as  poffible, 
on  external  objects,  overburdened  already  by  the 
dying  body.  I  am  well  aware,  that  a  great  difference 
is  here  occafioncd  by  circumftauces,  conftituuon, 
the  ftrufture  of  the  nerves,  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
and  that  one  good  man  cannot  exadly  die  like 
another  good  man,  any  more  than  all  can  exhibit 
their  virtue  in  precifely  the  fame  manner  during 
life.      But,   whether  from  the  uniformity  in  our 

charafters. 
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charafters,  whether  I  am  better  able  to  tranfport 
myfelf  into  Zollikofer's  fnuation^  becaufe  1  knew 
him  fo  thoroughly  and  loved  him  fo  cordially ;  I 
am  fure  that  I  can  perfedly  figure  to  myfelf  why  he 
was  defirous  of  being  entirely  alone  when  iick  and 
dying,  fincerely  as  he  might  have  wiihed  to  (hare 
his  life  with  certain  perfons  ;  and  I  approve  his  con* 
du£t»  that  even  in  thefe  moments  he  aded  as  he 
thought  was  for  the  beft. 

In  this  refolute  profecution  of  his  bed  perceptions, 
and  with   that  compofure  and  ferenity  of  mind, 
which  is  ever  the  effed  of  it,  he  refigned  his  fpirit, 
without  a  murmur  at  the  languifhing  and  painful 
(late,  in  which  he  was,  in  fure  and  certain  hope  of 
that  which  awaited  him,  in  calm  reliance  upon  God 
from  the  conviclion  of  his  goodnefs.     Thus  in  a  few 
rapid  ftrokes  was  his  death  (kctched  out  to  me  by  a 
friend.   It  refls  with  him  to  finifti  for  the  public  the 
picture  of  what  he  himfclf  beheld.     I  have  chiefly 
confined  myfelf  to  his  life  of  wiiich  I  alfo  was  a 
witnefs  ;  and  in  the  remembrance  of  the  found  un« 
derftanding,  the  public-fpirit  and  the  felf-command 
that  reigned  therein  throughout,  I  (liall  always  find  a 
faithful  monitor  at  hand,  to  guard  me  againft  fur- 
prife,   to  rL'fiH:  tumultuous  pallion,   or  rouze  my 
dnxiping  fpirit  to  fortitude  both  in  action  and  for* 
bearance,  and  lead  me  to  meet  difficulty  or  danger 
without  ciifniay. 

THB  END. 
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